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Doint 2 of Russian demands does not bear 
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rellving foroe ean arrive ce Bote 
| Attack on Mr, Sint, Refers to Part 
AVAL Nos: 686 nnd 684. Ty vo 
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mara 
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ise, in. view of past assurances, that 
105] on, 2, Southern road, Reportson ss ve of taal surety tat 
07 


m, ‘Tureo-Persian frontier. ‘Transnits protocol need of helping the Persian Government, 
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for commission to examine question, and War Office Peas, 2 
| after six months to submit to arbitration. . jon Discusses alternat 
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‘open to His Majesty's Government in 
favour of. 


Reght and Enzoli incidents. Refers to = 
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Russian Government egncur? 
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SiG, Buchanan Kazvio. Milter for Forlgw Afar, while : 
Elaysha bse Hoping t0 withdraw troops, ean give 50 ToSieG, Barclay. Proposed evacuation of has, Pore to 
suelo ee er ‘lect should bn propared at cnces Aunt 

; Tnpahan, Youd, and Kerman, also be 
ee Cavan lh Me fp aganea?_ const Gov tratent of 
oregn Atle reqpecting.execulon ol ia and mabait proposals ois 
Shatattalam and Rossin tops Jon's Government 2 cm 
‘trap-Pervian Railway, Artie in * Noroo Messra, Elingor and 
“Vrsya respecting ellect on uropean ro 

suatln “e 3 


Hormuz oxide. Refers to No. 65, Criti- 
cls for withholding support 
ui hc arth tha Choos 
} : previously given yn a tose 
sileecavene rarco-Permian frontier, Refers to. No. 4. 
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Seat Tosi es Prowisel support to any promoters 
| y ty a Maes: awriste 
ir G, Bochanan junsian action at Tabroez. Article in Vebster, Messer, 
114 | Sie G, Buchanas tHe” reopcting attacks in the foreign ‘and Nicholls 
pon repecting cars| 


Swedish officers, Refers to No.1, Rasalan Sir G. Barclay ‘Tureo-Persian frontier, Refers to Now. 101 
‘reply. to. memorandum respecting those ‘and 106, reroment ask for 
tineady in Persia. No objection to them report aud map of two valogatos ys 


‘Treasurer-genoral, Refersto No.60, Dircus- Sir G. Buchanan 
‘sion with Minister for Foreign A\ 
ug Ml, Moruard’s and AL Ouden 


s ‘Troasurersgencral, Refers to No, 127, It 

M. Morr yin tow 
mot iment Would not 
object to but not 
Cairns 





Mintog silver contmet, peri Bank | ' | 
| AMiiveé obtained ten years’ coutract fro ‘To Sir G, Barclay, | Situation. tn. Soutbe i 
Me Shastr, “Pile objection by No. 124, ann or potting romoval 


Se pation of roads 
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Miata ota Gotcrment od 
Yenton of ther and Alors Weir's 
EX 


Ps No. 722. 

‘abroen Refers to Past NNVII, No, 72 
ot deputy xovervor question of axle 
Seodeck Huston ati respecting. 


Gives views. cme 


ly war Refers to No.8, ‘Two alma 
TY eee damien eteng er, 


Raters. No. 136 
vt Raa hae 5,0 
eth. Rotors ty Na 184 Ts 
2 alco vewerok cole 
Sarre ruanne ory 
Te a meee 
bs Knos. foe to Now 0h, Tad beter 
Hints eevee 


foes to No, 1, 
view. His Exeel- 





eis Refers to No. 109, ‘Trananite 
eres ‘by Regent for new olectious and | 
fers to Patt XXVIII, 

seer ade Koen Wel 

‘wo ater sont | 


teat Hoan den 
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‘Tiroo-Persian frontier. His Majesty's Go- 
‘ernment are consulting Russian Govern. 
ment as to fist ph of No, 192, 
‘As to second paragraph, 1s referenoe to 
commission which sat at Erzeroum from, 
PUBS to BAZ a 
‘Trans Persian railway. Suggestion that 
British interests aro insuficently tepres 
sented on financial group formed in Paris, 


Shiraz. Withdrawal of is Majesty's consul, 
Enquires respecting. report, in. view of 
‘great interests of their local branch 


‘Tabrecr, Refers to No. 112. Dopaty 
governor's bast, Russian ment 
Gannot corsent to his escaping without 
Panishment v6 sya 


ioo-Persian frontier, Rofers to No. 18 
Rossian Government, agree to coumints 
‘ating roport to Persan Governments, 


Mento 1 aa 7, sin 

Forigu Allaire! auxiety vo wotk loa 

wid its Ajo Goverameny oH 
lion as regards ex-Shah and ex Shah 
Pension and ope at Kaavia 


| Treasurergencral Refers to No. 89, 

inform “Persian Government that’ His 
Majesty's Government noquionco in Ne 
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exchange of views with Persian Govern 
‘ment an to definite appointment. 


Situation in Southern Persia, 
No. 145, No. 89 wan to’ explain why, 
‘evactation is, preferable. to. ooeupationy 
‘Hy was amply justified in expressing. 
‘Opinion? acces aS eae et 


‘Turoo-Persian frontior, Refers to. No, 104, 
Reference in Nov 132 iy to Erveroim come 
mission (1818-47) ay 


Refers to 


Attack on Mfr. Smart, » 6 
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and memorandum respecting... 

‘Turoo-Pers ‘Transmita despateh, 
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‘Shirnz withdrawal, Refers to No. 79, Uh 
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reoniy foun Miniter for Porwgn Adaire 
(gee No. 70) ax soon as possible. 4 


Ex-Shal, efor to No. 176, 
with 

Tile Majesty 

introns Trt 


shore of 
1. Informs 


Purchase of timber on south 
sic sey 
that action taken in 
roquet ee 


Persian frontier Prog 
ti itantinopl 
opel of Takia Toes 

tno Pari ero a 
Presarergeneral. Refers to No 16 
Pceetae liter Yas out Tecaved 
Ben ieee 


in south, Refers. to No. 171, 

at present to advise respectin 
presure that may be necessary. Wil 
Teport respecting reparation: 


Ts willing to 
‘on certain conditions, whi 








TABLE OP coNTENTS, 





Date, 


Scnsrer, 





‘To Sir G. Barclay 


Sir, Barclay 


India Ofice 


Sir. Barclay: 





194 


195 
| 


196 


Sir G. Lowther 


‘To Sir F. Hestio 


Lord Mayor of Mane 
chester 


Mr. Barry... 


1536) 


To Sir G. Buchanan. 


+» Confidential 


10 Tel, 


67 Tel, 











Jan. 24, 1912 


Treasurergenera, 
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tone 


M, Mornard desires to 
it Belgians as assistants as the 


Refers to Nos. 178 and 
Conversation with, Mister for 
Foreign Affaire, Shuja-ed-Dowle to (og 
coiaged. “Auta a 
loan proposals. Sugieate is 
Government shoald date commmalatins 
to Persian Government and show it et 
Sk. Petersburgh 
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Government of India’s proposals, oY 
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point out to. Minister for Foveign Affairs 
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‘Shab immediately. Activity of Reshide 
ooSultan near Reality yy 
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‘Turco-Porsian frontier. Refers to No. 158, 
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finn Miniter advice uot to withdraw all 
from Kasvin at proseut ae ws 


Sint te Baas to No 406, Me 
for Foreign Alsi proposal to pres for 
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IHAVE the honour to state that when, as already re 
to my indisposition, had a conversation with the Russian 4 
on the 18th instant, he asked M. Sazonow how matters stood with regard to tho 
question of Russian troops escorting earavans from Khoi through country actually 
occupied by the Turks, a question which from Sir G, Lowther's telegram No, 351 of 
tho Lith instant seemed to have become acute, M. Sazonow on that occasion stated 
that the ‘Turkish Ambassador had, by instructions from his Government, beon to seo 
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Yesterday the Minister of Foreign Affairs told Mr. O'Beirne that the route of 
which Turkhan Pasha had spoken proved on enquiry to be altogether impracticable, 
d that it would therefore be necessary for caravani with Russian escorts to proceed 
from Khoi to Urmia via Dilman, which would hring them through a comparatively 
small section of the country in which there were ‘Turkish troops, | On Mr, O'Boime 
remarking that this created a very dangerous situation, his Pxeolleney said that orders 
had beon given to the Russian officers to be careful to avoid any conflict, and added 
that the Russian escorts would not actually pass posts occupied by the Turks, though 
they would pass not far from them 
Tn the course of the conversation M, Sazonow mentioned that the Russian force 
at Khoi numbered 1,200 men, and said that Russia had also oecupied a place which I 
have been unable to identify on the map, but which Mr. O'Beirne understood to be 
called Kuchunsi, and which the Minister described as an important strategical point 
on or near Urmia lake. In reply to a question from Mr. O’Beime, his Excellonoy 
said that no additional troops had been sent by the ‘Turks lately to the contested 
| region. 






































Thave, &. 


GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 

















[94] No. 2. 





Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey —(Received January 1, 1912.) 


(No. 390.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, December 27, 1911. 

WITH the exception of the “Retch,” a paper which is run largely in the Jewish 
interest and is consistently against the Government on all issues, the entire St. Peters- 
urgh press cries loudly for strong measures in Persia and for vengeance for the 
Russian lives lost in the recent incidents at Tabreez and Resht. 

‘Tho  Noyoe Vremya'” of 24th December published an interview with M. Persiani, 
the official in charge of the Persian department of the Ministry of Foreign AMairs, who 
gaye the following account of the incidents. He stated that at Resht the Fedais, after 

inly trying to provoke an incident by insulting behaviour to the troops, opened fire 
on the Russian Cossacks and attacked the consulate. ‘The leaders were arrested and 




















punished, and this led to.a whole series of scuflles, in which one Russian officer was 
wounded and another hurt. On the 21st and 22nd December further attacks were 






made on the Russian troops at Enzeli, but there were no easualtics on the Russi 
side, 

At Tubree” M, Persiani said, the incident was more serious, ‘Tho Russian 
Foreign Offico believed that the Persian Government were in no way implicated in the 
outbreak, which was duc solely to secret plots of the revolutionaries, In all three 
incidents (Tabreez, Resht, and Enzeli) the revolutionary bands were the enemy, and 
not tho Persian Government, “There can be no question of pardon,” M. Persiani 
concluded; “when the offenders havo been punished, Ru Lendeavour to 
establish a régime under Ww lt incidents Will be impossible, and will strive to 
guarantoo the establishment of order at Tabrees, Troops have already left Julla for 
that place.” 

Tic th: yam fseuo of ta “ Novow:Vremya,® noi fewer than dire lending. srioles 
aro published on the subject. All three a are violent in tone, and contain such. 
phrases as—"all mon found carrying arms should he shot on the spot,” “all. who took 
pitt in the attack should be exterminated,” and "the entire population of ‘Tabrece 
must be held responsible as passive accomplices and secret instigators, aud must be 
made to contribute to pensions for the families of the Russian victims.” 

In its issuo of the following day: (25th December) the * Novoe Vremya” published 
a further communication from official sonrees with regard to the ‘Tabrece incident, 
Tt stated that the incident began with t i of tho telephone wires by the 
Porsians, andl an attiek on the Russian soldior sent to repair then 

‘Dho sume issue also published an interview with “a high official of the Ministry 
of Finance and expert in Pe ing served for many years in 
Pernia.” (This is possibly M, Grube the Twain Bonk at Tehran) 
Ho attributes tho whole trouble at Tabree to the Anjuman and the so-called Stamboul 
party, who take their orders from Constantinople, aud says that it is an organised 
movement, ngainst Russia, calculated to produce an effect in the Caucasus and in 
‘Durkey. ‘The Persian Governmont has nothing to-do with it, and is indeed a pure 
fiction, governed in its turn by political committees and Anjumans, 

He criticises sharply the unpreparcdness of the Russian Government as shown by 
the weakness of the foreo at ‘Tabreez, and declares that those on the spot had long 
Anown that a plot was hatching and tat the consils had warned St. Petersburgh. 

The “ Official Messenger" of to-day’s date publishes the text of a telegram received 
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs from the Russian consul-general at Tabreez, protest- 
ing against the “vile slander” of the Reuter telegram which reported a rumour of the 
shinghter of women and childron at Tabroez by Russian troops, ‘The consul-general 
statos that though the troops received great provocation owing to the mutilation of the 
Russian wounded and the indignities offered to the Russian dead, yet the women, 
children, and. other non-combatants were removed from the houses immediately 
adjoining the Russian camp, wore sheltered in the Russian camp, aud eventually sent 

n(o the town under escort, an officer of the escort being treacherously killed on the 
way. If thore were isolated casualties among women and children, these occurred 
during the bombardment of the adjoining houses, from which a fire was being 
directed on the Russian troop 

Papers of every shade of opinion, such as the “Novoo Vrer oye 
“Bourse Gazette,” and “Sviet,” continue to publish articles calling for a speedy 
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seckoning. The more moderate organs, and those in touch with official ct 
expressly exclude the Central Persian Government from all blame, bat cap ood cil 


declare that the local Anjumans and revoluntionary societi 
ideslire Anat te ry societies must be suppressed 


Thave, &o, 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 





[96) No. 3. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 1, 1912.) 


(No. 392) 
Sir, St, Petersbury 
I CALLED on the Minister of Foreign Affairs on the oe 
the hope that, now that the Persian Goverumont had ann i 
complying with the Russian demands, tho Russian expedition cow 
recalled, in spite of the regrettable outburst at Resht and edonary seep rouths 
AL, Sazonow replied: that so far tho Persian Goveramont had only givon 
Poklewsky a verbal assurance, but that, when this assurance had. boon confemed ty 
8 formal written engagement, and when Mr, Shuster's dismissal from the Persie 
service was an accomplished fact, the troops, which were at present. stationed ut 
Kazvin, would be at onco recalled. ‘Thero was, his Excclleniey proceeded toon, 
councetion between. the question of ihe recall of theso troops and tho vory eecious 
incidents that Lad just occurred in the north. ‘The attitude of the Pomiae Govone 
tment with regard to the latter had heen most correct, and, in dealing with the focnae 
question, the Russian Government would not allow themselves to be fallueneedl be ty 
attacks nade on their troops at Resbt and ‘Tabreez. On my remark ig thiat in conflicts 
of this ‘kind it was not always easy to fix the responsibility for their origin, hie 
Excellency declared that the Russian troops hind given no provocation, whateeove: 
and that they had been attacked in the anost treacherous manner. Two officers hed he 
believed, been killed, and this was a very serious matter. —A’detackment of sone $00. 
or G00 troops were being hurried up to Tabreez from Julfa, and sevors retribution 
wonld have to by taken on the fednis. ‘Those of them who turned out to be Tvceioe 
subjects would probably bo hanged, but he could not say what would bo done with tha 
Tost, He wonld, he added, lot ane Know as soon as he had ay definite news to pave nie 
ap llcanwhile, the loss which the Russian troops havo sustained during the fighting 
at Tabrocs hits deeply moved public opinion hero, and the Government ix betog, taki, 
severaly to task for its want of foresight in not having dispatched to Porwinnd toren 
strong enough to render the occurrence of auch incidents impossible, ‘Tho Government 
i+ also blamed for having pursued what is tormed a yacillating policy in tte recent 
Healings with the Persian Government, and, though that Government is ‘acquitted of all 
esponsibility for the attacks made on the Russian troops, it will, T fear, be very 
difficult, under present circumstances rial Governmes 
Meu dar “preset. icin for the Imperial Government to recall "the 
Sazonow has been too busy to receive me for th 
conversation which Thad with Lin vested 
assured mo that he would treat the Tabreez, incident as entirely distine! 
the recall of the expeditionary force. He added, however, Lit tial Ane i 
recalled till the engagements taken by the Persian Government had assumed i inore 
binding charactor than they have at present. He also told myo, in reply to an cnana 
hich had addressed hitn, that the question of tho punishment 10 bo meted ou ty 
jis fedais, who were still holding out against the Russian troops at Tabrevz, would he 
eft to the military anthorities on the spot; and I gathered from tho way he nal! { 






December 27, 1911. 
ird instant, and expressed 
‘ounced their intention of 















































































@ last two days, but in a short 
¥ throngh tho telephone, lie oneo more 



















that it will be an exemplary one. 


Thave, &e, 
GEORGE W. RUGHANAN, 
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No. 4: 
(62) . 
Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey —(Recaived January 1, 1912.) 
: ia 27, 1911. 
A Oe) Constantinople, December 27, 191 
: he milit 
"™ THEAVE: the honour to transmit herowth copy of despatch fom the mary 
attaché to. His Majesty’s Embassy, reporting on the Harp measures taken by ie 
wn Government in connection with the 
Tenge rn itr a ean allfague that he has been discussing the matter 
eon art with Assim Bey, in the hopes that some arrangement for a joi 
in a friendly pivit with Assim Bey, in the hopes that some arrangement 
a eaae ye aor ealation agreeable to both partes pay beara 
cents later seoms only to fear that the convoying of etravans over points claimed 
‘Turkey audit prejudie their claims before the Joint mmission oF The Hague 
Wihwaateand NM, Rebarykow has mad it clear that his Government does not dee 
Fara ae ying should prejudice the question in_any way, but c 
hat 





ju th an 
‘dh they will in no case relinguisl ce fe 
have duty to perform which Tey ro that the protocol establishing the basis o 

Fi eee ae oat jou which is f0 sit hore bas now boon signed at 
sci 


Tehran, 


Thave eeRARD LOWTHER, 


——<——— 


Enclosure in No. 4, 
Major Tyrrell to Sir G. Lowther. 


Constantinople, December 2, ote 
i x ssinu. troops thi 
on with the question of the passage of Russian troo gh tbe 
a Gee UL canes ROT the honour. 0 infer yon 
oon tery Daa fesued to complete. all battalions on th frontier to » area of 
Aine cea summoning the Thtiyat classes of the years 124 
of Van, Basia and Gorver. 
Tt is algo reportod that one of the SE 
banrenncar ors excitement ovor this question seems to hye subsided, 
she fas ct Se tlc ms nom 
qussiosvapneart oi ed for the present. 

jstion appears to have beon droppe SS 
saat ew ¢ E. TYRRELL, 
iry Attaché. 


No. 05.) 
ir, 








Erzinjan divisions has been ordered to bold 











aM 








No. 5. 
ee ved January 1.) 
Sir G. Barélay to Sir Edward Grey —(Reeeived January 
ne ‘Tehran, January 1, 1912. 
satuphic.) P. 4 
‘ ee 2 e i i Jove nt to take: 
Seer anmatiee hag boon appointed by tio Persian Government 0 
Ae Sinister. ‘This committee consists of five persons, a ciao iealpaies 
ere rad an opportanity last night of soundings my Russian colleague as 19 the 
Honing of Oe candidature of Momard a8 Shustor's euccenr in viow of the 
a nettaged by the Persinn Goverument. MM Pklevaky 5  lerine to pre 
opeeder the civeunstanees T must, 1 presume, coutinns t0 4 
‘and under the 


hi 
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[272] No. 6. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 1.) 
(No. 2.) 
Telegraphic.) P, Tehran, January 1, 1912. 
cree COW incident A 


‘The Persian Government have addressed ‘two notes 
attack on the party escorting Smart to Shiraz. While complaining of the landing of 
troops at Bushire as unnecessary and likely to provoke further difficulties, they promise 
to do their utmost to secure the punishment of the offenders. They quote their note: of 
the 30th October, in which they foresaw that the arrival of the Tagan troops would 
create difficulties, and also my. of the 24th October, in which I stated that the 
troops srould neither make expeditions nor patrol the seat 

Thave told the Minister for Foreign Affairs that unless it is absolutely necessar 
for the safety of the party at Kazerun that the troops now landed shall proceed inlan l, 
they will remain at Bushire. The notes might, I think, remain unanswered until His 
Majesty's Government decide as to the action to be taken, 

‘The “ chef de Cabinet ” of the Minister for Foreign Affairs has also given me an 
aide-mémoire which goes over much the same ground, and pleads as extreating fe 
the attack the recent Russian ultimatum “ to which Great Britain was also a party, A 
widespread anti-foreign feelii ng has been thereby created in the country which will be 
Aitiout to anodify, and which ‘hag intersted ec ese og cou inorenso of the 
consular guards had slready fostered.” Mention is made the aide-mémoire of the 
heavy Persian casualties by the improper use of Ma: guns.” The Persian 
Government consider these to be. more than suliciat reparition, Tho aktemsyenn 
concludes by appealing to His Majesty's Government to leave. the Persian Government 
to deal effectively with the situation, and not to take any drastic measures themselves, 


(281) No. 7. 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Biveard Grey.— (Received January 1.) 


tome on the subject of the 























(No. 3.) 
(Tel vaphio) oh Peivan, January 1, 1912, 
TABRERZ, 


Please see my telegram No, 768 of the 29th Decembor, 

1 have received the following telegram (Nv. 73) from His Majesty's cousul at 
‘Tabreez, dated the 31st December :— 

“have to report that General Voredonoff arrived in 
‘Ao more regimonts arrived shortly afterwards. With tho reinforcements’ which toot 
already arrived, the Russian foreo should now consist of at the least 4,000 mon, te 
Gaaikstuence of a proclamation signed by my Iussian collenguo, cartain of the shops in 
the Inwaars were opened to-day. Certain of the Russian soldicts, principally Cossseke, 
have been committing thefts of watehes and other articles from individuals, an 
Tebberies frou shops, 4 certain number of which woro broken iuto. In apite of this, 
confidence is, I think, being slowly restored. Miller bas been doing everything, in lig 
Power to stop these robberies, and the recently arrived general his confined, te amore 

ent form, the orders to this effect which had already, boon imac by the 
nding officers. 
Tho only visible sign now of Persian authority 
Cossacks under their Russian commander. ‘The town 
Russians, who have posted detachments at the public off 
office. All measures concerning. public order and. tho 
necessarily in their hands. 

irciit Population, however, seein to be only desirous of peace, and Tdo not anticipate 
ae eer dene hebing the Russians, as before, in the sqarc for anima. they 
have also handed Sheikh Salim over tothe Russians: he is ouo of the lewding auitotene, 
ani it appears that they attibute their preseut misfortunes to his teaching, “Alfie: lg 
tue that he is to bo court-martialled:: it will go hard for him if the court find hee 


1 bodies of fourteen Russian soldiers, 
had beeu shockingly mutilated, ‘hoy 








‘Tabreez yesterday afternoon. 






















here is tho fifty or sixty Persian 

completely occupied by the 
‘es, the Customs, and the ‘post: 
government of the town aro 






















welt parties have recovered the miss 
colleague informs me that they 
ied to-day in the camp.” 





were bi 
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(287) Hot 


Sir @. Bavelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived January 1.) 
laure Tehran, Ji 1, 1912. 
G io) Re. ‘hran, January 1, 1912. 
(Teles ENDED st of casualties in. Sghting near Kazerun isan follows: Kile, 
2 followers; missing, 1 follower ; wounded, consul, 7 sowars, 1 hospital assistant, an 
1 follower, 





(202) Nort 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 1) 
frien Tehran, Ji 1, 1912, 
hie.) Re aaa ‘ehran, January 3, 1912. 
CeO Propitenta ‘of Russian troops left Kazvin to-day for Resht. 
(Addressed to Foreign Office ; sent to India 1) 





(62305/11) No. 10. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
‘ie 7 1, 1912. 
jo.) Re Foreign Office, January 1, 1912. 
ea ‘logtaan No, 71 of $0th December: Attack on Mfr. Smart 
T concur. 





(2) No. Il. 


Sir Edward Grey to Lard Kilmarnock, 
(Reeganhio) Te Foreign Office, January 1, 1912, 
sere Ce BUCHANAN'S telegram No, 345 of 30th Devembor: Swedish oficors for 
Persia! a OG 

on your Russian colleague receives similar instructions you should express to 
siradiah Gegormmunt hope of Hs Majesty's Government that‘ Obstacle wil be placed 
in tho way of these three officer ‘ 
see Reepeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 1, and Tebron, No. 3.) 





[8] 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 
No. 3. ; 
{feigeephia) R Foreign Office, January 1, 1912, 
SING, BARCLAY'S telegram No. 774 of Slst December, Z 
T hope that Russian Government will convey an intimation to Shuja-ed-Dowleh 
that, if he bocomes Governor of Tabreez, he must not proclaim the ex-Shah, 
(Repeated to Tehran, No, 6.) 





[2912/11) No. 13. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
{Halogepohie) P, Foreign Ofice, January 1, 1912. 
NR. SHUSTER'S successor. 
Your telegram No, 770 of the 30th Decesnber._ eae 
In view of my telegram No, 436 of the 9th ultimo, you have every justification for 
‘going 04 far as you have done with your Russian and Belgian colleagues and the 








7 


Persian Government. The question will be discussed at St. Petersburgh, and T will 
‘also talk to Count Benckendorff about it. 

AAs regards M. Oudendyck, we aro trying to obiain furor information as to his 
suitability. 

In the meanwhile, you should do nothing in any way inconsistent with my telegram 


above referred to. ‘ 





[52053/11) No. 14, 


Foreign Office to Tndia Ofice. 
Sir, Foreign Offiee, January 1, 1912. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edwad Grey to transmit ‘to you herewith, to be 

luid before the Secrotary of State for India, copy of w telegram from His Majesty's 

inister at Tehran, relative to the situation in Southern Persia,” 

Tr will be seen that in the opinion of His Majesty's acting consul, in which 

Sir G, Buclay concurs, it will bo necessary for tho protection of His Majesty’ consulate 

at Shiraz that atleast one battalion of infuntry ond a battery of mountain uns should 

be despatched to that place before the migration of the tribes in March, when some 

000 armed men may be ready to engage in hostilities, while to undertake any 

e expedition and to keep open the Bushire Shiraz rond, a for of four battalions 


funtry and mountain guns would be required. 

Te thus appears that & choice must be made between the policy of holding Shiraz 
in foree, and Keeping opon the means of communication with the sea-coast, which would 
involve the employment of a very considerible force, and that of evacuating Shiraz and 
withdrawing His Majesty's consi and British enbjects from Furs, 

ow of tho neousity of arviving ata decision on the aubjeot ag soon as possible, 


west that Sir E. Grey may 


8 on the. estjont 
A similar letter has been addressed to the director of military operations, 


Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 


furnished with an early exprossion of Lord 





[52050/11) No. 15, 


Foreign Ofico to India Office, 


Sir, f 4 Poreign Ofico, January 1, 1912, 

TAM direoted by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit’ to you herewith, to be 
laid before the Secretary of State for India, copy of a telogram ftom His, Majosty's 
Minister at Tebran,t proposing to authorise His Majesty's acting consul at Shiraz, in 
caso of real novessity, to inform the Kawami and the Ikhani of the Kashgais, that, n 
certain conditions they may count on the full diplomatic support of His Majosty'y 
Government 

In view of the circumstances set forth in the accompanying telegram, Sir E, Gi 
ropeses, subject to tho concurrence of the Mamjuves" of Crowe, to, approve 
Sir G. Barelay's suggestion, 

Tam, &e, 
‘LOUIS: MALLET, 





> Part XXVIII, No 709, 4 Part XXVIN, No, 710, 
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(344) No. 16. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 2.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seeretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of Siato, copy of enclosure in a letter from the Foreign Secretary to the 
Government of India, dated the 14th December, 1011, relative to an attack on a 
Persian caravan. 


India Office, January 1, 1912. 


ee 


Enclosure in No. 16. 
Firat Assistant to Resident, Persian Gulf, to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) P. Decomber 2, 1911. 
GEEICER th command of Ispaban squadron telegraphs Ist instant from 
‘Koomisliah to Colonel Douglas to following effec 


“Started yesterday at 7°15 4.m, from Youd-i-Khost, being preceded by caravan, 
which was one hour in front of me. Near Borj Gardigir tribesmen attacked, caravan, 
Tinovedl forward with two troops on information being sent back, and made a mounted 
attack on the tribesmen, whom T sayy 600 yards south of tower, so as to cut them off 
from tho tower, but, before I could get into them, they ran back and got inside. 
Risaldar Major’ Golam Muhammad was wounded in the thigh by a bullet while 
earying out this movement. All caravan, to the number of 900, were now massed. 
together; I diverted them by route west of tower ahead of transport, while my 
squadron covered them, They arrived safely at Aminabad. Double tier of fire was 
opt up by tribesmen from tower, which all of them were now inside; they numbered 
thirty to forty, Circumstances dil not seem to me to justify heavy Tos, without which 
tower [2] could not havo been taken by assault. Casualties among tribesmen are 
mcortain, but we saw tivo wounded men being assisted to the tower. Risaldar Major 
Muhammad Glislan is progressing most favourably and is quite out of danger; he 
‘vas the only casualty on our side,” 


(Addressed to Delhi; repeated to Caleutta.) 





(825) No. 7 
India Ofice to Foreign Opice (Received January 2.) 


Sir, India Ofiee, January 1, 1912, 

T AM difected by the Secretary of State for India to forward, for the information 
of the Secretary of State for Foreign Afairs, copy of a telogram that has been 

Ma froutfe Clovernment of Inikn regarding tho sitvation created in Southern 
Persia by tho attack on Mr. Vice-Consul Smart, and the measures necessitated thereby. 

Te would seein that matters have now reached a point at which it is impossible to 
take ction in any direction without raising the whole question of British policy in 
Persit, This is a question primarily for His Majesty's Government, and it is subject 
to this consideration that the following remarks are offered :— 


Tam first. to ebsorve that what appears to be of pressing importance is the 
situation at Shiraz, Whatever may be done at Bushire in the way of landing troops 
‘und seizing the eustoms, what h nced is the probability that before the end of 
March Shiraz will be survomded by 15,000 tribesmen in a fighting temper. ‘The 
nmeiiate objective of our policy must, therefore, be to prevent a contingency that 
might threaten 8! Tspahan, and Yezd with a common disaster. jovernment 
Of India are rightly opposed to the dispatch to Shiraz of @ battalion of infantry and 
i mountain battery, ‘The policy of sending small bodies of men through highly 
disturbed country--to the danger of which attention has more than once been called 








9 

by this Office—has al i i 

by this Oficehas already been shown to bo'futile, and is Targoly responsiblo for tho 
The alternative pro 

Pattalion until. redress 

5,000 men to Shiraz, 

already there, the Bi 

Assuming that the policy 

independent Persia, this 

might seem to. counterbal 

any withdrawal, 


to Shiraz and to 
the tribesmen that 
ficult and 


His Maj 
of Russ 


to occupation in force of Shiras, 
gly the Secretary of Stato 


hal tly indicat is 7 
situation has entirely change since avec 


caravans along the roads, but of ensuri 
Shiras against overhehning numbers, ad ot 
in a sphere in which its influence has hitherto 
infantry and a battery of mountain artillery at 
‘ent to keep open their communications with 
Bos @ position to dictate both to the Persian 
Gover a which we would withdraw, and it would bo 
‘thdrawal with the least possible delay, but 


wuld ever be 


neo that date, 


(1586) 
D 
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i y's i i hat the substance of the above 
a, for Sir E. Grey's information, 1 he above 
a ae ase log gtbl a toro an to tho argues of Cre 
further views they may express will be communi y Cane 
R. RITCHIE. 


——— 
Enclosure in No. 17. 


Government of India to the Marquess of Creve. 
December 30, 1911. 
(Telegraphic) Pe recon 
INCIDENT at Shiraz. . 
nvernment of India have receiv 


precarious position. 
only, and that he apy 

ction is to be taken now arises. 
town in pledge until effectiv 
tribesmen who attacked the E 


aoe oe thon arises the question whether any punitive measures against the offending, 


‘ + and clusive 
tes should bo undertaken, Owing to precipitous nature of covntry and elusive 
Sharacter of tribes, ineastres would, in Government of India’s opinion, be extremely 
framardous and difficult, Only a lange field fore, with transport on. considerable 
seale, could, morvover, undertake tho edsures, IL aaconary, hover Lo Freee 8 

thor contingency, namely, that main force at Shiraz a nd ital 

are ented avai on, iavelving a certain amount of danger, even after the Keren 
Getacighent has succeeded in returning to Shiraz. Relief of detachment wou bon 
ee eee csary, and at loast 5,00) men, consisting of four infansy regiment, ono 
cavalry Fezginot nl Lo mountain batteries would bo required in order to effee 
Weahodt ning now Fike. Should fren of decumtanes, ant port of apaliy to 

i ve heen opposed from the outset, com 40 nt of Ind Re 
whieh they hove Hace OD eore che list ofthe cavalry detachment of Shirag thay hold 
the view strongly that forco thould retuen with Toast, possible delay from Shiraz to the 
Gan byloiing ‘avoy with them mombers of consulate, Shira a a Sine bones 
(otachments, and any British subjects who might desire to Avail themselves of excort 
Ot Bich woop ia loaving Shirag, Battalion of fufantry coald thon hold: Bushire 
or A Persinh Covornment have given sitisfactory redress, the main body of troops 





No. 18. 

4, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Recotved January 
(Helographic.) B Tehran, January 2, 191: 
‘eloeraphic.) 1 

MY telegram No. GOA. apie torent 

Wer of Persian Transport Company tells me that his negoti 

Gene a SE are wage! a dondlock, and he invokes my support 

‘hin T authorised to give it? 








u 


(893) No. 19. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 2) 
(teiegpia) 
‘elegraphic.) BP, 
: ESCORT incident. 
His Majesty's acting consul at Shiraz in his following telegram, dated tho 
Ist December, reports Smart's account of the commencement of the incident :— 


“Mohamed Ali Khan informs me that two of the ringleaders who wero in the 
Rahdar caravanserai have been arrested. He adds that it will be easy to arrest one of 
the culprits of the Dukhter attack. ‘There are two other culprits whose guilt he denies, 
and about whom there is some difficulty. Amir-ul-Mulk has just arrived; he i 
endeavouring to rope in all the other culprits by means of the Kadkhodas, all of whom * 
he has sent for, Iwas the first to reach the caravanserai ; Birdwood’s party arrived 
4 few minutes later accompanied by a mamur from Mohamed Ali Khan, ‘The mamur 
said that we could halt at the river below for lunch and for watering the horses ; he 
assured me that we had nothing to fear from the caravanserai. While wo lunched, 
mamur went into the caravanserai. When we wore on the point of starting again, 
moamur came up and said ho had heard that our caravan ‘would be stopped 
force by the caravanserai tofangchis. A message was to be sent to Mohamed Alt 
Khan at Shahpur for permission for us to proceed ; mamur insisted that we should 
await the reply to this message. Our caravan was already in progress; I asked 
Birdwood to proceed with it toa less exposed place, while I remained behind with 
mamur and Persian sowars to argue with tho caravangerai rileraan and ondemone tp 
pacify them, Caravanserai tofangchis opened fire, however, before I could do 
uything; of course our men had to reply. Persian casualties, according to Mohamed 
Ali, were one killed and seven wounded ; I think this is an exaggeration, for Mohamed 
Ali’ would, for obvious reasons, endeavour to exaggerate. tho Poraian, casualtion 
Whatever theso latter were—if, indeod, there were any at all—they must have been 
vory slight. ‘This account is confirmed by Birdwood." 


Tehran, January 2, 1912. 





(396) 


io, 3) Si Barclay to Sir Bateard Grey-—(Reccived January 2) 
No, 
(Telographic.) P. 

TABRERZ, 

Pleass see my telegram No. $ of yesterday. 


T have received the following telegram, dated yesterday, from His Majesty's consul 
at Tabrees : L 


Tehran, January 2, 1912. 


on Sip have the honour to report that about 4 pat to-day the Russians executed 
in Serbaz Khane eight. persons, including Sheikh Salim (seo my immediately preceding, 
telegram) and the Sikat-el-Islam. My Russian colleague states that. the execution 
was carried out, “in. acoordance with the decision of the court-martial established by 
‘order from superior quarters.” 


“Confidential. ‘The arrest of the sikat was effected Inst night. My Russian 
colleague, whom I saw at 10 o'clock this morning, made no mention either of his arrest 
or that he was to be tried. I had, therefore, no reason, when L received the news later, 
to anticipate such summary procedure. I asked Miller for information early in the 
afternoon, but: received no answer, I repeated my message, but was informed that be 
Was not at the consulate. I again communicated with Miller as soon as I learned that 

ceutiou had taken place. He confirmed the news. 
T was not cousulted by the Russians before the execution, nor was T informed 


was about to take place. I do not know what reasons they had for this hurried 
‘sud drastic measure. 
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No, 21. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received January 2.) 


Tehran, January 2, 1012. 
ard the following telegram to-day to His Majesty's acting consul 


at Shiraz — 
© {have repeated Smart's report, as telegraphed by you on the 81st December, to 
nae iv both the incident at Kotal 
“ have a full and comprehensive report on h Ko 
Dokhigr ant ating tear Kazerin before T ean make any definite recommendation to 


Deanne r isquieti 
HM lp ac of Da wo wt pig 
«views: which I derived from them and which I expressed t 
a ee caren iain artnet 
those views, i 
Ls celey is inadequate, and I should w 
ae ba ales Mipreliensively, with each 


Pat gant gs soon as Birawod and Sart rench 





(399) mpayonee: 


+ G. Barclay to Sir Bdheard Grey.— (Received January 


Tel Teliran, January 2, 1912. 
(Ricgetphien En clair. eran, January 
FOLLOWING from Shiraz, dated to-day : : - 
“Kayorun party has joined up with Colonel Douglas's force at Kotal Dakhter 
without incident.” 
(Iopeated to India.) 





(400) No. 23. 


Sir Gi, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Reeeived January 2) 
thei he ‘Tehran, January 2, 1912, 
wlographic.), P. 
ithe Sika ntioned in my telegram No. 8 of this morning was the 
he , 


bading 60 2 he was revered by evoryoue. . 7 
set cicoeuton isa blunvler of the first magnitude, Te would have been difficult to 


have found any measure calculated to exasperate public feeling to a greater extent. 


(401) No, 24. ; 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Hawcard Grey (Received January 2. 





Age whic) P. Tehran, January 2, 1912, 
‘loge 

rae i ign Affairs, who came to 
havo just received a visit from the Ministor for Foreign whe 
ea reeset nt the earcution of Sikatol-slam, which formed the subject of my 

gran No, o 2nd instant. cet 

Lasts AR Foreign, Affairs had just come from a Cabinet Council at the 
Palace He said hat co population of Teron, not yt aware of this exeetion, 
Dut that as soon as the news of this * irreparabl repre vere eae ee 
strong an outbntst of general indignation that it would in all probability sib] 
for the Cabinct, which had. gone so far in its efforts to conciliate Russia, to remain in 
ar is Majesty’ c hhich I repeated. to you this 
‘Tho telogram from His Majesty's consul at ‘Tabreez, which t 
mor ge Ae cietly deat che Russion comma was not iguorant of the pending 
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execution of this great ecclesiastio, While it is possible that the Russian military 
authorities did not realise the nature of their action, it must have been evident to the 
consul that it would excite great indignation in Persia; in my opinion no moro 
provocative step could have been devised at this time of Muharem, which corresponds 
to our Holy Week, and it is difficult to believe that the consul would have permnitted 
the execution to take place unless it had been his actual intention to provoke 
widespread resentment, 





1208) Xo 8 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No. 5.) 
(Telegraphic.) R, Foreign Offee, January 2, 1912, 
MR. MALLET saw Count Benckendorft, by my direction, and expressed my 
satisfaction at the withdrawal of 1,000 men from Kazvin, and my hope that it would 
now be fonnd possible to proceed with the recall of the Russian troops, 
(Repeated to Tehran, No. 7.) 





(62206/11] No, 26, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mirza Mehdi Khan, 


Sir, Roreign 0:°-0, January 2, 1912, 

T HAVE the honour to inform you that, upon the Tecoipt of the memorandum 
Which you communicated to this department on tho 25th ultimo, respecting reported 
massacres by Russian troops at Tubreez, I made enquires on tho subject trom His 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran, 

Sir G. Barclay has informed me, in reply, that according to reports from flis 
Majesty's consul at Tabreez, the story mentioned in your memorandum is. not borne 
@ut by the facts. So far, indeed, doos the rumour of a massaery lack foundation, 
that asa matter of fact some twelve or fifteen Persian women and childron wont te 
the Russian camp, where sheys were received and well treated ; moreover, oihor Persian 
families are reported to have applied for similar protection, On the ‘other land, 
Russian officer was shot dead by the fedai while ho was engaged in suporintending the 
departure of the Persian women and children, 

Further, His Majesty's consul states that, though some women and children may 
havo perished while certain houses were being bombarded, the charge of general 
inhomanity made against the Russians has been supported by uo evidence, and ie, in 
Mr. Shipley’s opinion, unfounded. 

T have, &, 
. GREY, 





[474] No. 27, 
Mirsa Mehdi Khan to Mr. Mallet.—(Reecived January 3, 1912) 


Dear Mr. Mallet, Persian Legation, London, December 25, 1911, 

WITH reference to my conversation with you this morning, as the matier'is of the 
sreatest importance, T thought it best to lot you have the ehiet points of the lelugras 
Thave received from my Government, Thope you have already taken measure, aud 
X shall be glad if you will be go very kind as to cause me to be informed at your eajlinn: 
convenience what has been done. ‘As tho telegram speaks for itself it i4 unnoener 
for me to add anything. My Government are amazed at these acta perpetrated 
ijmediately after the eceplance of tho ultimatum, and. when they expres tele 
desire to establish cordial relations with Russin, and to do everything. possible towels 
that end. ‘These atrocities are bound to produce the very worst tupression on the 
people of Persia, which it will be impossible to remove. Wo depend upan His Britwnnio 
{ajesty’s Government to take immediato action. As you know, Tealled at the Fores 
Q*iee on Saturday, 23rd instant, when I was informed that the matter was receiving 
the attention of Sir Edward Grey, who was away. 


Yours sincerely, 


MEHDI, 
[1536] am : 
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Enclosure in No. 27, 
Purport of Telegrams received from the Persian Government. 


‘THE Russian military measures are being pursued in “Tabreez, Thoy are 
massacring women and children and innocent people and who ever they can. lay 
their hands on. Five hundred people have been massacred in this manner in one day. 

‘he Karguzar (Persian Foreign Office agent) at Tabreez saw the British consul- 
general; the latter states that the Russian consul-general says that he is powerless, 
‘and that the commander of the forces has assumed full authority. ‘The people have 
become quiet, but the Russians are pursuing their cruel and ferocious measures. Tn 
tho Armenian quarter they met four unarnyed Mahommedans, whom they have killed. 
In ono instance they put to the sword nineteen people, The Governor of Tabreoz has 
proposed to the consuls that as these acts of the Russians produces great excitement a 
court of enquiry should be instituted. ‘The Mahommedans do not desire to fight with 
the Russians, but the latter do not desist. from killing the people and bombarding the 
buildings. What is to be done under the circumstances when, on the one hand, the 
tmeasuses taken by Russians are so harsh, and, on the other, the commander of the 
forces pays no attention to instructions from the Russian Minister, 

On the other hand, the Russian Minister had instructed the Russian consul at Resht 
to act with the governor of that town and the Karguzar and settle the affairs. But the 
Russian consul refused to see the Karguzar and is still pursuing severe measures. 
‘This consul has been for a long time causing a great deal of mischief, and has not 
rofrained from any provocative act. 

This attitude of the Russian authorities and their simultaneous action in Tabreez 
and at Resht is most amazing, especially at a moment when the Persian Government 
ud done everything possible to conciliate and to resume friendly relations and had 
‘uceopted the terms of the ultimat 

Tt is of utmost urgency that immediate steps bo taken to_stop the action of the 
Russians, Hoth at Tabrece aid at Resht, and to have an enguiry instituted, Every 
moment of delay means the loss of life of hundreds of harmless women and childre 





(428) No, 28. 
India Ogice to Foreign Opiee 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presonts his compliments to the Under- 
Secrutary of Stato for Foreigu Affairs, and forwards. herewith, for the information of 
thy Socrotary of Stato, copy of two telograms to the Viceroy, dated the 28th December, 
1911, relative to the position at Shiraz, 
India Ofiee, January 2, 1912. 
Enclosure 1 in No, 28. 
‘The Marquess of Crewe to the Government of India. 


(Velographic.) P. India Ofice, December 28, 1911, 
TEPERENCH is invited to telegram No, 757 of to-day’s date from His Majesty's 

Minister at 'Tchran, Your views as to proposed dispatch of battery and battalion to 

Shiraz and the alternative should be communicated as eoon as possible by telegraph. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 
The Marquess of Crees to the Government of India. 


Yelegraphie.) Vs India Office, December 28, 1911. 
: FOLLOWING telegram received from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran on the 
28th instant 


[Here follows repetition of Sir (G. Barelay’s telegram No. 758, dated the 27th 
Deevinder, 1911] 
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We are replying to Foreign Office, expressing concurrence with proviso that, ng 
‘with small improvised force at considerable distance from base, it seems impractical 

to make sufficient demonstration to draw off tribesmen ; force, if landed, should not 
leave neighbourhood, unless, in opinion of Colonel Douglas, military operations from 
Bushire, at whatever risk, are necessitated by gravity of situation at Kazerun or 
elsewhere on road. 





(468) No, 29. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived January 3.) 
(No. 13.) 
(Telegraphic.) 
MY telegram No. 3 of Ist January. 
Shuja-ed-Dowleh entered Tabreez with 200 men yesterday, 
(Repeated to St. Petershurgh.) 


Tehran, January 3, 1912. 


[473] No. 30. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edvard Gr i 
oa), y (Received January 3,) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, 
MY telegram No. 8 of 2nd January. oJ eRAT SARE 
Following from consul at ‘Tubreez, dated 2ud January, No. 2:— 
My immediately preceding telegram, 
“Miller confirmed to me this morning that the court-martial had been constituted. 
under direct orders from St. Petersburgh. ‘The charges against the persons éxccuted 
ware in some cases instigation to, and in others of taking part in, recent rising against 
the Russian troops. ‘Thore were still some eighteen prisoners in the camp, but T could 
not ascertain from him what would be done with these, or whether, as reported in. tho 
town, further executions were to take place to-day. 

Told. Miller that, whilo in view of direct ordors from St, Petersburgh above 
roferred to the responsibility must be on those whose duty it was to carry thom out, 
anust express to him my opinion that the proceedings liad. been conducted with undue 
haste, and T urged that with regard 0 the remaining prisoners all possible clomeney 
should be shown. Tn reply, Miller, who did not dissont from my observations, stated 
that no efforts would be wanting on his part in tho direction indicated by me, and 


begged mo to believe that such as they had taken had been imp 
eggs me fa alana ta wy bad taken had been imposed upon them by the 


(Repeated to St. Potersburgh. Neither thi i 
py (epeatel to St Peter. Neither this nor tree prvious tlegrans about 


(480) No. 31, 


Sir @. Barclay to Si i E 
a in G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Reeeived January 3,) 
‘legraphic.) Tehwan, January 3, 1912. 
WY iclograma No. 740 of 20ih December. Reslt nd Enea? 
British vice-consul at Resht reports that Russian consul hax deported @ number 


of mullahs and notables to Russia. inistrati i 
$f ullahs and notables to Russia, Administration of the town oppears to be entirely 


(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 














(477) No. 32. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 3.) 

No. 1.) 
Telegraphic.) P. 

EX-SHAH. 

Your telegram No, 8 of Ist January. 

I wrote privately yesterday to M. Sazonow in the senso of your telegram referred 
to above, adding that His Majesty's Government could not in any circumstances 
recognise the ex-Shah, and that his proclamation at Tabreez would therefore gravely 
Complicate the situation, : 

Tn a conversation which Thad with hig Excellency to-day, he said that the Russian 
assurances already given with regard to Tehran applied with equal force to Tabreez, 
and that no proclamation of Mobammad Ali would be permitted in that town so long 
1s the Russian troops wero in occupation there. 


St, Petersburgh, January 3, 1912, 


{478} No. 33. 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 3) 

eae 
Nelegraphic.)  P. 

(eee, 

Sir Gi Barclay's telegram No, 12 of 2nd January. 

In a conversation which I had to-day with M. Sazonow, I told him that in my 
opinion tho military authorities at Tabreoz had committed a great blunder in executing, 
Sikat-el-slam, and that the affair was most rogrettable, ‘Tho present Persian Govern 
ment, which had adopted such a conciliatory attitude towards Russia, would probably be 
led to resign hy the indignation which the execution would arouse in the country, and 
the execution iiself was likely to be represented as having been carried out for the 
‘express purpose of rousing such a manifestation of popular feeling as would justify the 
Russian troops in advancing on the eapital, 

"Mo thio Mc Sazoniow eeplied that this mujtahid ‘iad tbeen ono of tho ringleaders of 
the movement against the Russians, and that his execution was the only course open to the 
military authorities. Ho remarked that Europe had had nothing to say when the 
"Darks had killed a Greek bishop in Macedonia by torture. ‘The troops at Tabreez were 
incensed by the erueltios practised by tho Persians on the Russian prisoners and 
wounded, and the military authorities had had to take this sentiment into consideration, 

1 recoived telograms giving details of the tortures and mutilations inflicted, and 
roporting that one or more soldiers had even been buried alive, but he had purposely 
suppressed this intelligence. 

L said that I still held that it would have been good policy to except thi 
ecclosiastic. I reminded his Excellency that, like Great Britain, Russia had a vast 
numbor of subjects of the Mnssulman faith who would regard this execution as an out- 
ogo. _ I was still more_prooccupied, however, by its possible consequences in another 
diroction. ‘Tho Anglo-Russian understanding would be strained almost to breakin 
point if Russia were to occupy ‘Tehran in consequence of the outbreak of fr 
disorders. I hoped, therefore, that the Central Government would use their influence 
on the military authorities at Tabreez in the direction of moderation, 

M, Suzonow said that this would not be easy to do from a distance, and that they had 
to reckon with public opinion, Ho trusted that no incident would oceur which would 
necessitate an advance on ‘Tehran. At the same time, in referring to Mr. Mallets 
language to Count Benckendorff reported in your telegram No. 5, be said that the 
immediate recall of the troops from Kazvin was out of the question, aud observed that 
the force of 1,000 men sent from that placo to Resht had only been transferred in 
order to strengthen the garrison of the latter place. 


St. Petersburgh, January 3, 1912. 





236) No, 34. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 
(No.8) ‘ 
(Telegraphic) Foreigh Ofice, January 3, 1912, 

YOUR telegram No. 1 of Ist January: Persian treasnrer-general, 

If enquiries about Oudendijk are satisfactory, it might be possible to arrange 
with Russian Government to give Persian Government the choice between Mornard 
‘and Oudendijk. 

Now that a committee has been appointed urgency is not so great, . 

Imay mention that it has beon suggested Here to put tho treasurer-generalship 
into permanent. commission ‘by the appoiatment of an Englishinan, a Russian, and a 
nominee of a minor Power. 

‘The execution of the Sikat-el-Islam makes it important to be as conciliatory as 

sible. 
Pos (Itepeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 7.) 





[272] No. 35. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Barelay. 
(No.9) 
(Telegraphic.) R. Poreign Office, January 3, 1912, 

YOUR telegram No, & of Ist January; Aitack on Ile Smart 

T concur in view that no answer is required at present to Porsian Governmont’s 
communications, 

Persian Minister here has now used similar Janguago, and has been told that, as 
regarls Shiraz, we had been obliged to send additional guards on account of disorders 
prevailing there, and that it was notorious that roads had been impassable for months 
past, We were awaiting with anxiety the march from Kazeran to Shiraz, and every= 
thing depended on whother Mr, Smart and ty arrived safely, Persian 
Government were responsible, and we intended to hold them so. 

Minister was asked to telegraph this to Persian Government, 





[52156/11) No. 36. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 


% Poreign Offer, January 3, 1912, 

MR. MALLET, by my instructions, spoke to the Russian ‘Ambassador on the 
Jat instant in the sense of the second paragraph of Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No: 761 
of tho 28th ultimo, saying that, as the Persian Government had complied with the 
Russian demands, it seemed ty bo very desirable, as well as reasonable, that beginning, 
of the withdrawal of the Russian troops from Kazvin should he made without delay 
in accordance with the assurance given to your Excellency by the Russian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. Mallet said that I quite saw the difficulty of an immediate and total withe 
drawal, but that it was most desirable to do something to encourage, the Persian 
Govornment after their compliance, especially since recent ocurrences at Tabroez had 
apparently forced Russia to take strong action there, although the present Persian 
Government were not to blame for what had happoned. 

In the light, however, of the more recent information contained in your Excellency's 


telegram No. 348 of the 30th ultimo, that about 1,000 men had already been transferred 
from Kazvin to Resht, Count Benckendorff, in reporting this conversation to his 
Government, modified his telegram, saying that I had been glad to hear that this step 
had beon taken and hoped that the process of withdrawal would continue. 
Mr. Mallet further expressed the hope that discrimination would be used at 
Be ea Count Benckendorff replied that the Viceroy of the Caucasus was a man 
6 F 
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of extromo inoderation and ineligence and of a hue diepoition, o that, ifthe 
licy adopted depended on him no excesses would be committed. 

erat aceietat cprece! cratidy oe cables ial tie ee eee 

1 denial of the reported Russian atrocities at Tabreez, which, he said, would have an 

excellent effect. Tam, &. 


E. GREY. 








(52300/11) No. 37, 


Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company 





Foreign Ofice, January 3, 1912, 
d by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 





letter of tho 29th ultimo respecting the question of the appointment of M, Mornard 
to succoed Mr. Morgan Shuster as treasurer-general of Persia, ree : 

Tam to state, in reply, that the whole question is now under consideration by His 
Majesty's Government. 


Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 








[571] No. 38. 
Tudia Office to Foreign Opiee—(Received January 4.) 


THE Und 





niary of Stale for Tada presents he compliments to the Under- 
Scorvtary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herowith, for the information of 
Trane af State, copy of w telegtam to. the Viceroy, dated the Slat December, 
1911, rolative to Shiraz affairs, 


India Office, January 3, 1912, 














fo. 38. 


losure i 


‘he Marquees of Creiee to Government of India, 





Downing Street, December 81, 1911. 





out telegrams dated the 30th instant. Lotter hag heen sent to Foreign 
observations for cousideration, of which substance is to following 








by eal of March may probly be sutronadel 
won to number of 15,000, with corresponding dager to Ispaban and Yerd, 
feavonin to quoation, TaVing over oustonae ut Duahiro ead holdtag thn. placa yh 
Dattalion would not meet this danger. Dispatch to Shiraz of so small a foreo as 
mountain battery and battalion of 





























































Russia, at Yezd, Shiraz, and Tspahan, 
will take steps to protect any of these 
under our Boletbe Bly 
gravely affected by appearan 
under influence of Great Brit 

4. The alternative see 





















‘(a.) As indicated above in connection with occupation of Bushiro, it ig possible 
that an excuse for doing nothing will be made by Persian Government oul of presence 
of our troops ; 

“(b,) Programme should altogether excludo punitive operations, into whieh 
however, so large a force may easily bo dra 





““(c.) Occupation for prolonged period 
very uupopiilar in this country ; heavy 
by dispatch of 5,000 men, 





involve great expense, and will be 
‘expense must, however, be involved in any ease 








y operations, whether at 

mont of Tndin Act, 
revenues, and. of 
como w matter of European 
h revenues should. bear the 





+4. Above observations havo been communicated in substance to Socrotary of State 
and Viceroy by telegraph. Foreign Office will bo informed when further expression of 
their views has been reoeived, 








(651) No. 39, 


India Office to Forvign Ofico—(Received January 4.) 
Sir, India Office, January 3, 1912, 
TAM directed by the Secretary of Stato for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
Your letter of the Ist instant regarding the attack on Mr. Consul Sinart and his escort 
on the Shiraz road. In reply, Tam to say that Sir E. Grey's proposal that the question 
of compensation for, the wounded sowar should bo postponed for the present. fs 
Coneurred in, and it is for consideration whether that for compensation in respect of 
the dead should not also be deferred until His Majesty's Government haye doeided 
Nikt further action, if any, is necessitated by this gravo occurrence. Tt might bo 
ent in the meantime if His Majesty's Minister informed the Persian Government 
intention to present a claim. “It seems desirable that that Government. should 
have no oceasion for thinking that a money. payment will be reganded as siifieiont. 
Tam, &e, 
R, RITCHIE, 
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(548) No. 40. ' 
Sir @, Barelay to Sir Edweard Grey.—(Received January 4.) 
at ii ) Tehran, January 4, 1912. 
olegraphie. 


fram No, 12 of 2nd January, Tabreez. : 4 cm 
Minot tr Toisigy Adair yesterday gain emphasised the dificult position of 
th Cabinet in th face of the execution of Sikat al-Islam, and urged upon my Mussa 
colleague and mygolt that, in order to help the Cabinet) Russian Government should 
(1) give the Persian Government assurances as to tho duration and nature of Russian 
Sfistration of aber, Rosh, Boats (2) expel Shujo rom Taree a @) 
consent to an enquiry to h responsibility. for artalling of 
init I rs declared, was innocent of al 
et tile ‘fates said ho yas confident that Persian Government would 
havo my offices to obtain this assistance from the tussian Governments = 
He Mhied point ts of course out of the question, ag inconsistent with dignity . 
Dut thie frst andl second points would seem reasonable, 
i Kore ls mo that Shnja vas receive : 
are oclanatons for oxshah ho could hardly have entered Tabreez except 
sence of Russian troops. ne a 
for sn Cabinet deserves suppor; as sae subison to Rui inthe foe 
of reat difficulty and grave risk of assassination, Moreover, it wou 
fia cupthing to take fis place, and its resignation could not but further ggravate 
meaty ave Canela i ° decided what to telegraph. 
su Minister last night, but he has not dei 
eter erycop cre erro een 
























[697) 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received January 4) 
Tehran, January 4, 1912. 


(NotT) 
‘Toloxraphio, an! 

De RATT mea aa 
Deportation by Ru i. ei Ha 
He apivente tobave aeed on general authorisation from St Petersburgh 
1 deport agitators 

woe Baneagian authorities rofuso to take the ables, and they aro being sent 
Truck (0 Ttesht. Leis to be hoped that hese mollis will not be courtanartialled, bu 
iiything is possible with a aman of such provocative procliities as the Russian cone 
British vico-constl states that is. Russian colleague entirely ignores his colleagues, 
‘Dat he sould not conslt his itis ealleague at such a time and that Russian 
consul at Tabree should have allowed chief priest to bo brought before a cou 5 
ETM CHIEN ‘might be expected to be felt far beyond Russian sphere, 
Avithout informing the British consul are ftets which afford an igsruetivo demonstrat 
Of manor in which Russian consul interprets Anglo-Russian Entente in Persia. 
(iildressod to Foreign Office, abreez, and Resht.) 


Resht. 








undesirables, and they are being sent 







































(671) No. 42. 
@. Barclay to Sir Rdiward Grey.—(Recetved January 4.) 
er ae ) Tehran, Janwary 4, 1912. 
eANTY telegram No, 14 of Bra: Janua 


Following from consul at Tabreez, No. 4— 
“Your telegram No. 1. 


« (Confidential, ‘ > 

seer alas too Yegterday, in the course of convertion peal iia my 
ram No, 75, that the SikatelTstam had recommenc it 

eeFilouaries, tad that he had warned him necordingly. A8 regards exeoution, be, 


























Miller, had [2] nevertheless n. 
50 with regard to warning, 
‘ment all the cirenmstances 









ot anticipated such sudden action. This may have been 
Dut as to the latter part of my Russian colleague's state: 
are against it. 


“Ss far ag Tabreez is concerned the execution of Sikat-el-slam hardly appears to 


have had the effect I expected. 
as I have been able to ascertai 


‘The feeling of the majority of the population, as far 
tin, has been in fact one of indifference rather than 


otherivise, and Thave been told by eyewitnesses that his dead body, with the others 


which had 


been left lying all yesterday, was even reviled and treated with contumely 


by the populace. All accounts agree further that there is, so far, no evidenco ton 


to show that the manner i 
dealt with has been consi 


explanation given to me is that people 


few years and. the 
he, with the others, 
him may have been, 


consequent suffer 


in which a personage of his eccl 
idered by the population as an affront to their religion. ‘The 





astical standings had been 


aro thoroughly weary of disorganisation of past 
ing to themselves, for which, rightly or wrongly, 


is held responsible by them. But whatever the evidence against 
and of this I have no means of judging, I ean [2] find no grounds 


for haste with which he was condemned and executed.” 
(Sont to St. Petersburgh.) 





(681) 


(No. 19.) 
(Felegrapbic.) 


‘OUR telegram No. 


No. 43. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reeeived January 4.) 


Tehran, January 4,1912, 


Sof 3rd January: Treasurer-genoral. 


T fear that committee's prospects of getting to work: are somewhat remote, One 


member has already resigned, 


Governmoi 





Lord Kilmarnock to Sir 





YOUR tolegtam No. 2 of Ist January 
Russian chargé d'affaires only re 
together this afternoon and made comm 


Foreign Affairs. 


be regarded as the first resul 
said that this point was not mention 








Co ‘and Mornard is unwilling to 
Sppointed as its president 
ed to St. Petorsburgh,) 


rve, as tho Persian 





not Mornard but a Persian 





heard Grey.—(Received January 4,) 


Stockholm, January 4, 1912, 

wodish officers for gendarmerie, 

ed his instructions to-day, and. wo wont 
tion to the Under-Secretary of Stato for 












Russian chargé d'affaires was instructed to add that this step was to 
it of acceptance by Persia of the Russian ultimatum, I 


in my instructions. 


Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs asked me, in the course of conversation the 
day before Feeterday, whether T thought that point 8 of ultimatum applied to foreigners 





already 


Persian service. I said that I did not think 80, but that 
information on tho subject 


would be much hurt if any demand 


officers who are already there, 
Governments were consulted. 1 


Russian eolleaguo. was hourly expeoti 


the present instance would d 
entertain. I think, however, 
ter for For 
mentioned ultimatum. 





Swedish Mi 








His Excellency said that Swedish suse 
thea 


had no definite 





ities 
‘al of 


were made on this. ground for w 


before whose engagement the Russian and. British 
did not immediately enquire by telegram becauso my 


ig his instructions, and T thought our action in 


issipate any apprehension which his Excellency might 
vor, that a definite assurance would be much appreciated by 
reign Affairs, especially as Russian chargé d'affaires spocitically 





(2307/11) 


Sir, 


"TAM directed by 
letter of the 20th ultim 


sontaining certain 
(586) 


No. 45. 


Foreign Ofico to India Ofiee. 


resolutions recently 


Foreign Offtee, January 4, 1012, 


Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledgo the receipt of your 
no, forwarding copy of a telegram from the Government of India, 


passed by a Musstulman meeting under the 
G 







































auspices of the Madras Presidency Muslim League, and of the terms of the reply which 


ia would propose to return thereto. 
aoe. tin telg that ebjet oth concurrence of the Sertary of Sale 
for India, Sir Hs Crey would suggest that in tho reply all the words after “in whick 
case” shld be omitted, and in their place there should be inserted the words “as soon 
‘ oxdori8 e-oatalished tho situation in Persia will overt to a more normal state 
His Majesty's Government are unable to intervene in particular, disputes that concer 
nly Russia and Persin; but their general policy io secure that Mucsian influence 
‘lich has for'a long time existed in the north of Persia, should no 


directions prejudicial to India,” 













» &e. 
vas OUIS MALLET. 





[724] No. 46, 


India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received January 5.) 


i Truia Office, January 4, 1012 
SF aaairectd by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
yoneletie No,02050 ofthe Ls instant, and, in reply, to say that if andl when it becomes 
{matter of absolite necessity, in order to ure th inci lt at fore 
ioving force can reach it, it seems that it may not be possible to avoid 
ae fn ‘Kawa and the Tkhani a ts Aah eas ee ra ae a Ce 
il His Majosty's Government have decided upon the poliey which they intend 
a eae oarableto avoid soy such diplomatic entanglements vwhich might 
indo their freedom of action, 






















Tam, &e. 
. RITCHIE. 











(798) No, 47. 


(Received January 5.) 





Sir G. Bavelay to Sir Edeard G 
eee “) Tehran, Janay 5, 1012 
MY. telegram No. of 2nd Janugry : Sitvation, in South Persia. 
TeIaeie Hr ihe fenly oF the aekng cowl at Shirt 
“1 four y opinion, “s tologram avity 
posit aan was wil Lalo bjgets—the conmnencernant of an attack pee 
startle on up generally by numbers of armed men from every tov iy 
ar i alla olor ob tho illaiea, and Persian casualties, which 
wworo undoubtedly sinall. ; es See 
«Xs regards attack, I would point out that the country in whic ecurrel 
Ae ees to out. Woope bctcen Bushiro plain aad’ Shirna, and, in wpe of 
fe, choy suffered yory soverely, and their Masim, from which at least moral effect 
ester expected, was found, when used for first 3 miles of rear-guard 
Aotfon, more of an encumbrance than a help. We are. thus faced with the cone son 
that when attack in plain can be so serious it would undoubtedly be fatal in the ils 
This now also eorlaih that in every armed man on or near the road we have @ rotentil 
Nosy, Lam not at present in else enough communication with Douglas tony how 
his ves avo mated, Yt o nei ti nk imposible that we shou 
int move escort on th road until pun ve been taken. 
aaa eit in in both theso affairs and, in a less degree, in that at A aaa we ao 
come off very noticeably second best, so that it can hardly be possible nov that tribes- 
Shan realises that ho ean score off us in this manner that he will stop there. 
Mie Phere aro, $0 far as T ean compute, from 50,000 to 60,000 tribesmen in 
idly. ine ei ce and fre 
hose, rapidly increasing, truenlence and : 
Strongly in all fuller reports. | Thess hae al 
uoywan travellers can be attack on he routs ae Ibert as Persia 
rauletoors, aud if they are left tnder the impression that considerable k h 
Sete ba nvtacked wilh falar impunity and suenet do oot think at vo need 
vait for for result. You of ‘course know as well as I how e: y impoter 
Hee eee ent fe ia bre aul eran: t Yoel Sapauleg can By air norte it 








no way lessens 1 















































































ornment 
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something out of Mohammed Ali Khan, thi 
‘of a couple of scapegoats acceptable to hi 
the very necessary reputation of our stoops 

“Thus it is not, in my opinion, blood-fouds that we have to fear, Had there 
been any truth in Minister for Foreign Affairs’ 100 killed (and I am ata. loss 
toimagine whence he got bis information, since from 26th December to 30th December 
wire was not working, and certainly no report of this colour has come through tho 
departmental office), Y think that cur position would have been better, since, the 
tribe men, who are after all Persians, would not have, I am sure, cared to risk such loss. 





s likely to be little more than the exeention 
self, and will not go far towards repairing 








T postpone comment until T have talked with Smart and Douglas by tolograph, 





{799} No. 48, 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdveard Grey.—(Received January 5,) 
ography 
‘elegraphic.) Tehran, January 5, 1912, 
FOLLOWING sont to consul at Tabreca:— i 


“Your telegram No. 5. 


“You had better call on Russian general unoflically, ut you should receive no call 
from Shuja-ed-Dowleh, who, as I understand, is in rebellion against tho Persian 
Government, and is not even de facto governor, 


= Kraay 


“Has the Russian general officially notified to you that ho has taken over adminis 


tration of the town? Your relations must. of course be purely unolficial with the 
Russian general until further instructions." 








[825] No 49, 









Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 
(No. 13.) 
(Teegran Foreign Offer, January 5, 1912, 





mmediately preceding tologram of 5th January : 
20th December, : ss : 


Following are the 


Vicoroy’s telegram of 





‘ews of India Office on the above :— 





inate euteantages attending withdrawal proposed by Lord Handingo are. grave, 
Firstly, it involves postponing until Shiraz is actually in danger measure which sould 
probably take tio months to earry out, Secondly, it involves ovcupation und. parti 

dininistration of Bushire indefinitely. His Majesty's consul could not. return to 
Shiraz nor Bushire ‘be evacuated till Persian Government had. inflicted on the 
tribesmen condiga punishmont, which Government of India admits would. be diffult 
and dangerous for 6,000 men of the Indian army. 

“Persian Government have no means of carrying this out at once, and. compli« 

is in the north might defer or hinder them ; to occupy: Bushire would afford. but 
litle lever, and wo could only evacuate Bushire after eomplote sitisfaction, or appear 
(lure beon defeated. Finally, the Russians might. occupy position hithorto held by 
Great Britain in regidn which, though nominally neutral, hins, iu. the past beck 
accustomed to only British troops, and whole policy of understanding would! bo very 
gravely affected. 

‘Alternative advocated by India Office is immediate occupation in foreo of Sh 
aud effective control of the road to Bushire, in onder to ensure the safely of British 
Loops aud subjects in Shiraz against overwhelming numbers and of mnaintaining 
Prestige in a sphere whore British influenoo has heen predominant. With a brigade 
Tanlantey and a battery of mountain artillery at Shiraz with other troops to. keep 
Bushire road open, presumably: His Majesty's Government could dictato'to Persie, 
Jovernment and the tribes our terms for withdrawal, whilo they on thein part would 
fnd it worth their while to secure our withdrawal with east. possible delay, nod to 
take measures to ensure that no similar oceupation would again be necessary.” 















Faz 















































2h 


‘There are very grave objections to this alternative, and T think that the wisest 
course would be the immediate dispatch of sufficient force to ensure the safe evacuation 
of Shiraz, and, if necessary, other places inland, holding Bushire and Bunder Abbas, 
‘and obtaining from Russia meanwhile an agreement not to intervene in the neutral 
zone, Di lad to receive your views on the question. 





(389) No. 50. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 16.) i aie 
(elegraphic:) Foreign Ofer, January 5, 1912. 
YOUR telegram No, 6 of 2nd January: Lynch’s road concession. 
Yes, if after consultation with company’s manager you are satisfied that such 
action would be to their advantage. 
Railways should not be mentioned. 





(682) No. 51. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No, 14.) . * 
(Relographic.) Foreign Office, January 5, 1912. 
STOCKHOLM telegram No, 1 of 4th January ; Swedish officers. 
Propose that the two legations should inform the Swedish Government that 
point 2 of the Russian demands docs not bear on thie case. 
(Repeated to Stockholm, No. 3, and Tehran, No. 14. 


——— 
(281) No. 52, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

Re: el Poreign Office, January &, 1912. 

‘YIU Porsian Minister complained to Mr. Mallet on the Ist instant of the measures 
taken by tho Russian Government in handing over Tabrooz and Resbt to military 
govornniont, He especially mentioned tho arrest of ti taries and 
Sthor important persons as likely to cause much il-feeling in Persia. 

Sr. Mallet promised that enquiry would be mae of you on this point 

am, &e. 





(845) 


G, Barclay to Sir Kiward Grey—(Received January 6.) 
(No, 11) 
(elogtaphic.) En clair 


Teliran, January 6, 1911. 
MARY'S party reached Shiraz safely last evening. 





(49868/11) No. 5. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
(No. 17) " 
‘cloyraphite) Foreign Office, January 6, 1912. 
YOUR telegram No, 679 of 12th December: Hormuz, oxide. 
y tologeam No. 436 of Oth December was, perbaps, not sufficiently explicit. 
hore is not nov westion of fi 's part in signing original contract 
swith Weir, but terms on which + been offered to him preclude his 
1 ut his contract with We is his action in accepting the concession on 
hose terms, and so making it impossible for him to ship oxide to Weir during 
‘eof latter's contract, which, in my opinion, would give rise to cause of action 
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Under clause 3 of first agreement with Weir, Muin undertook that till Ist April, 
1912, no oxide should be sold or shipped by him to Hurope or America except that 
sold to oir. Oxido old to Strick during that period is. breach by Muin of that 
agreement, and T do not think that provision in second supplemental agreement 
could afford a defence, since it cannot be argued that Persian Government are * raising 
hindrance to shipment of oxide” or “in any way preventing shipping of oxide” when 
shipments are being made regularly to Strick, 

Question whether just decision would be obtained against Muin in a Persian court 
is another matter, 

As to proposed consultation of Law Officers as to what procedure could be followed 
in order to subordinate claim against Muin to decision of British tribunal, it must he 
observed that Strick’s liability arises out of his contract with Persian Government, and, 
assuming that Muin has succeeded to these rights under that. contract, only possible 
parties to suggested action are Strick and Muin, and we have no means of catising it to 
be brought. Moreover, Strick’s liability does not arise till Weir has substantiated 

im against Muin, which it is practically certain can. only be done in Persian court, 

cannot sue Strick, and no form of action exists by which thoso two, Muin and 

Ellinger, could be joined as parties to suit so as to enable British court to ascertain 
their respective rights. 

Taw Officers might be consulted on general question of whether Weir and 
Ellinger have claims which can be enforced against anyone, but as there may be 
objections of policy to pressing claims against Persian Government (seo my telegram 
No. 435, paragraph 1), a report by Law Ollicers that such claims were good would not 
make our position easier, 

T still think that the suggestion made in my telegram No. 435 offers the host 
chance of a solution, 


(548) No. 55. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Barclay, 
(No. 18.) 
(Velegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, January 6, 1912. 

YOUR telogram No. 16 of 4th January: Russo-Porsian relations. 

Sir G. Buchanan has already, on my instructions, urged tho Russian Government 
to prevent Shuja-ed-Dowlch from proclaiming the ex-Shali, and has roceived satisfactory 
assurances. His Majesty's consul reports that Shuja was not, ill received by the 
inhabitants of ‘Tabreez, and does not think that he will be a bad governor (see your 
telegram No. 774 of 31st December), 

He lias also mentioned to the Russian Government His Majesty's Governmont’s 

reat regret at the execution of Sikat-cl-Islam, and has been assured, in roply, that the 
Sikat was one of the prime instigators of an anti-Russian movement, and that the 
military authorities had no choice Dut to inflict capital punishment. Sir G. Buchanan 
has also expressed the hope of His Majesty's Government that « moderating influence 
would be brought to bear on the military authorities. You may express to the Porsian 
Government my earnest hope that they will remain in office and continue to pursue a 
conciliatory policy. 


(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 16.) 





Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edieard Grey.—(Received January 1.) 


Tehran, January 7, 1912. 
FOLLOWING sent to consul at Tabrecz 


“As Shuja-ed-Dowleh appears to be de facto governor, you should receive and 
return his call, but, until the Persian Government recognise him as governor, your 
relations ial.” 
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(1105) No. 57. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeciced January 8.) 

(togrsoh ) Tehran, January 8, 1912, 

MY telegram No, 19 of 4th January : ‘Preasurer-general. 

Persian Government have appointed Mornard to net as treasurer-general. 

‘They have also appointed committee of three Persians to take over the accounts 
from Shuster, : 

Mornard is satisfied with this arrangement, as the three members of the committee 
are suitable men, and will, he thinks, submoit to his supervision. 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 





[1106] No. 58. 
G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey — (Received January 8.) 
0, 25, 
ecratie ‘Tehran, January 8, 1912. 
MY telegram No, 088 of 13th December : Situation at Meshe 
Following from His Majesty's representative at Meshed, dated 6th January :— 


“Russian mi abont 800 strong, due at Kuchan to-day, Meshed quiet 


(Repeated to St, Potorsburgh.) 





(1113) No. 59. 


Sin G, Barclay ta Sir Baiward Groy. (Received Tanuary 8.) 
(No, 26.) 
(elographie.) Re ‘Tehvan, January 8, 1912, 
FOLLOWING from His Majesty's consul at Mohiammerah 


“Januery 5—Leading inujtehids of Nejot sent a telegram to Sheikh of 


Mohauimorah’ to bo cowtuunicated to telegraph office, and addressed: a threat to 
ahs of Persia proclaiming « holy war against Russians and English, Sheikh, who 
away in dis il M 
{ telegraph ¢ why it had not heen pro 

rough his vizier Mat it vas impossible for him any longer to keep back the 

tolegram fron. his religious heads, but that he removed the uame of English ; telegram 

was accordingly forwarded about four days ago, aftor three weeks’ delay, and vig 

Belibehim, where line is down.” 


Russian consul at Bugdad reports that two Nejof ulemas have started for Persia, 





(724) No. 60, 


Sir Eaward Grey to Sir @. Barclay. 


(No. 19) 
(Bolographi.) Foreign Office, January 8, 
YOUR tolegram No, 750 of 28th December: Assurance to Kawam and Kashgai. 
Such assurance should only be given if and when it becomes a matter of absolute 
nocessity in onder to assure dine of Shiraz before a relieving force can 
reach it. It is, however, most desi il any such diplomatic entanglements, 
might hindor the freedom of action of Tis Majesty's Government. 
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[651) No. 61. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barélay. 

(Xo, 22) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Ofice, January 8, 1912. 
YOUR telegrams Nos. 746 and 748 of 26th, December: Attack on Mr, Smart, 
You can use your discretion as to intimating to Persian Government that some 

claim will be presented, but that we defer doing so till we have full information, 

Money compensation will be restricted within smallest possible limit, but we may have 

to deinand other forms of satisfaction, 





1681) No. 62. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No. 19.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, January 8, 1912, 

BARCLAYS telegram No, 19 of 4th January : ‘Treasurer-general, 

Persian Government have represented to me their strong objection to Mornard as 
treasurer-general, and their hope that we and the Russian Government, will not insist 
on the appointment. 

‘Phe appointment of Mornard would, moreover, be unpopular here, and in these 
circumstances T should be very glad if someone else could be found. —Oudondlijk, 
Netherlands Minister at Tehran, has heen mentioned to mo-as.a capable man, and T ant 
endeavouring to obtain further information concerning him, Suggest to the Russian 

Jovernment that if, after making enquiries at The Hague, they consider him suitable, 
they should give Persian Government the choice between him'and Mornard, or that « 
commission consisting of an Englishman, a Russian, and the subject of a minor Power 
should be appointed, 

(Repeated to ‘Tehran, No, 23.) 


1103) No. 63, 


Edward Grey to Consul Shipley. 
(Contidential.) 
{Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, January 8, 1912, 
RUSSIAN Ambassador has asked me to enquire what are the fucts in regard to 
outrages alleged to have been committed against Russian soldiers, and their losses in 
illed and wounded. Russian Government have received such serious reports that 
they have been suppressed, as their publication would excite public opinion, 
Please report. 
(Repeated to chran, No. 21) 





No. 6, 
Sir Haward Grey to Sir G, Barelay. 


) Foreign Office, January 8, 1012, 

THE Persian Minister called at this department on tho 2nd! instant to represent 
the serious effect which the summary execution of the Sikat-el-Islam at Tabreox would 
have thronghoat Persia, ‘The execution had been most unfortunately timed for the 
10th day of Mohiarreen, which was an additional provocation to rel igious feeling. 

Mr. Mallet enquired whether the Sikat-el-Islam had taken part in polities, and he 

that he was a strong nationalist, and that no doubt the Russian Government had 

arked hima down as well as many others in Resht and Tabreez. 

Mehdi Khan asked whether I could do anything. Mr. Mallet replied that Sir 
G. Buchanan had begged the Russian Government to exercise discrimination in the 
punishment which they meted out at Tabreez, and that he had self spoken in the 
‘sane sense to the Russian ambassador on the Ist 

‘Mr, Mallet had also mentioned to his Excellency the unfortunate effect which this 
execution would have, 


Tam, & 
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(62008/11) No. 65. 
Foreign Ofice to Mesers, Hillinger and Co. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Opie, January 8, 1912. 

TAM dlected by Seorotary Sir Edward Grey to ackitowledge the reeuipt gf your 
two letters of the 27th ultimo, relative to the question of the shipment of red oxide 
from Hormuz, 

With reference to the letter written in defence of Muin-ut-Tujjar’s interests, in 
your capacity as his agents, in, which complaint is made that assurances off protection 

hn by His Majesty's Government have not been fulfilled, and that the letter 

this Office of the oth ultimo: ates the decision not to extend to Muin this 
protection till the Persian Government have compelled him to accept such conditions as 
he can obtain without it, Tam to observe that, so far as Sir E. Grey is aware, Muin has 
tiot, sinew Une heginning of the dispute originated by the action of the Persian Govern- 
mont in depriving him of his concession, approached His Majesty's Legation at Tehron 
tat any aquest forthe intervention of His Majesty's Government on bis behalf 

You wil, moreover, observe from a perusal of the translation of the Bill, handed 
to Mr, Martin Bllinger on the 3rd instant, which has been passed by the Persi 
Medjliss, and confts on Muna new concession for the exploitation of the oxide in 
Horus, and especially from its sceond article, whereby Muin receives compensation 
for the oxide sold while he was deprived of the’ concession, that Muin would appear to 
Have obtained from the Persian Government by his own unaided eiforts terms far more 
‘dvantageous than auy which the intervention of His Majesty's Government eould have 
woured for him, and that, this result has been achieved by the sacrifice of Messrs, 
Weir's interusts and very likely of your own. 

Tt therefore appears to Sir B, Grey that the fucts of the: ease as now made clear 
reeelude the view adopted in your letter that Muin had been foreed by the failure of 
His Majesty's Government to fulll their uudertakings to conclude a disastrous bargain 
with te Porsian Government, 

Tam to state that Sir B. Grey bas uo objection to. the communication to Muin of 
the correspondence, cop nnolosed in your letter, but that all stat 
4 to thy ne His Majesty ent on hypothetical circumstances 
nade nk yout ov 

With ve to your own interests and those of 
Mesum, We r, Lam w third paragraph, expressing 
suirprise that, jesty’s Government it possible to ascertain the 
fuots of the situation,” andl to explain that the fhets referred to, as to. which they are 
waiting further information, are those connected with the decision of Muin as to 
tntering into the agroement’ with the Persian Minister of Public Works, to. which 
allusion ik mude above, 

Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(a7) Aa 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Eitcard Grey.— (Received Jana 
No. 21.) 
{talento Tehran, January 9, 1912. 
MY telegram No, 17 of Ath January: Situation in North Persia, 
tussian Minister tells ine that the Russian consul at Resht has been instructed that 
no mullalis are to be eourt-martialled unless they actually took part in the fighting. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





20 
No. 07. 


Bs Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived January 9.) 
(Telegraphic.) 1 
ma __ Tehran, January 9, 1912, 
cccorl legrans Nos. 9 of 2nd January and 20 of Sth January’ Attack’ on Smart's 
Following from consul at Shiraz :— 
“Following from Colonel Douglas -— 
“+ As regards fight on 
my telegram No. 459 (re 
Casualties were almost all ca 
“Commencement of 


ty, and this 
¢ lowed up and 
casualtios in this fight auiount to 
led, 10 horses 


(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to India,) 





(1335) . 68, 


Tord Kilmarnock to Sir Edveard Grey.— (Received January 9.) 


(is 2) 
(Telegray 


graphics) ‘ 
YOUR telegram No, 14 of 5th January to St, sient eee Unee 


hace ee Petersburgh : Swedish officers and 


erament. In these circumstances I linvo ¥ 
ese ciroums ventured to 
proposed by His Majesty's Government in above. 


ign Affairs thanked us, and added Swedis 

a he a s, ar ded that Swedish Governme: 

wore delennined 9 take no steps in connsetion with Porsin without greets 
ig the two Governments, ee 





[1586) 





320 


[389] No. 69. 
Foreign Ofice to Persian Transport Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 9, 1912, 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 20th ultimo respecting the extension of your road concession in Persia, and am to 
inform you, in reply, that His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tebran has boon authorised to 
ssiat your local manager in his negotiations with the Persian Government if, after 
consultation with Mr. Wilson, Sir G. Barclay is satisfied that such action on his 
part would be to the advantage of your company. 
Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





1421) No. 70. 


Sin G. Barelay to Sir Bdicard Grey. —(Received January 10.) 
(No, 20.) 
(elegraphie.) R. 
FOUR talogram No. 407 of L9th Decomber. é 
T havo discussed the situation with my Russian colleague, and we now submit the 
following identic suggestions 


Tehran, January 10, 1912, 


Wo regard prompt termination of insurrection as indispensable preliminary to 
‘any useful attempt on the part of the Porsian Government to deal with general disorder, 
Tnsurrection has already cost the Persian Government 300,000 1 money, 
‘ind has resulted in pillage and in destruction of cultivation and of means of transport 
involving, if not something approaching to famino—wheat and ba 
100 per cent. since the summer—at any rate incalculable loss to the country, w 
miust renot also on foreign trade, It is of utmost importance that the | 
should cease, not only because of direct (i loss whieh it is eausing, but also 
Decauso i absorbs. the attention of the 
chronie disorders which so urgently den 

While the vo Powers maint nee prospect of a 
termination seoms remote, for while the Persian G are strong enough to 
prevent tho ied entering the capital, they are powerless to crush 
hin in the provine : i 

Possibly things will continue to drift, and the Persian Government will lose such 
vestige of uthiovity as still ; 
Result of reeont pourp two Governments seems to preelude recognition 
of exShah, If, therefore, they intervene it aust he ou the side of the present Gor 
iment and wo would suggest that we should offer the Persian Government, on certain 
conditions, to inform the ex Shah that the two Powers will not recognise him and to 
advise him to return to Europe. Cond suitable 
pension, proclamation of « geveral amnesty, aud, the more important one, some form 
of engagement binding Persian Gor 10 conform to the principles of the 
Anglo-Russian Convention, ‘The present Cabinet shows no disposition other than to 
conform to those principles, but itmay re moreover, we shall have to count 
withthe Medjliss. \ engagement, therefore, that Persian Goverument will do 
nothing injurious to our respective interests, or some formula, would be v 
At the sime time, Persian Government should be urged to dismiss their irregular 
forces (fedais) which, when ex-Shah is gone, will be no longer needed, and will bo 
only « constant source of trouble. ar . 

Wo boliove that in the present condition of affairs it would be possible to obtain 
tlie above conditions in exeh 


the easiest financial operation would be the conversion t 

Porsian Government's debt to it, or some operation by this bank on the same security. 
‘The proceeds of this operation’ vould not he Iarge enough. to render it advisable to 
deduct from it our nent of these should be made from a loan which 
night possibly be » Hement of foreign cl The need 
f money is so urgent that, peuding conclusion of the proposed Russian Bank's 
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Joan, the two Governments might make advances to be repaid from the loan on 
condition that proceeds will be spent under supervision of treasurer-general, and a 
Targe portion be earmarked for gendarmerie, which now promises well’ under 
Swedish officers: (Latter have now taken over treasury gendarmerie.) 

Besides the gendarmerie Persian Government will need a small army to garrison 
the bigger towns. A scheme for such an army could be discussed with the Persian 
Government by legations according to politico-geographical exigencies, 

We can reasonably expect that,a Government assured of our moral support and 
activity, backed on the lines above indicated, will be strong enough to arrange future 
elections in such manner as will enable them to effect the changes in tho con- 
stitution which are so much needed—Royal prerogative of dissolution and veto, and 
the limitation of the interference of the Medjliss in administration, It would then be 
the moment, if the two Governments so desire, to raise the question of the creation of 
a Senate. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





414) No. 71. 


G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 10) 
(No. 30.) 4 ae va 


(Telegraphic.) R. 
MY telegram No, 5 of Ist January, 
British vice-consul at Resht roports that 400 Cossacks left Resht for Kazvin 
yesterday, and that 1,600 infantry have arrived at Resht from Kazvin, 
(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to India.) 


Tehran, January 10, 1912, 





(1424) No, 72. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 10.) 
(aig aphie) P 
(Telegraphic.) DP. St, Petersburgh, January 10, 1019, 
(Te FERRIANS at Tabroce ey « 

Sir G. Barelay's telegram No. 21, 

In reply to my enquiry as to whether the Russians were taking over the 

nitration of Tubrees, M. Suzonow told mo, this afternoon that flo didnot 
think that such @ step would be necessary. Punitive jurisdiction would, however, 
continue to bo exercised by tho Russian military authorities, ‘The main objocts of tho 
Russian Government were to maintain order and protect the caravan routes 

M, Sazonow then referred in somevhat bitter torms to tho attacks which wore 
being made on Russia in England, and especially to the meeting to bo hold in London 
under the auspices of the Persian Committes, He pointed out that, in comparison 
with the losses which the Russians had suffered, the number of executions had been 
very small. ‘The intervention of the Russian consul had, moroover, saved tho lives of 
many who had heen condemned by the court-martial. The exeention of Sikat-ule 
Islam had occasioned no disorders either at Tabreoz or at Tehran aud had boon 
taken quite calmly by the people. 
__Lasked whether the troops could not be withdrawn from Kazvin now that the 
situation, according to his own account, showed so much improvement and that 
evervthing was quict at Tehran, Ho said that for the present the Russian Government 
would hardly be justified in taking such a step. 





(1425) No. 73. 


: Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Hidward Grey.—(Reecived January 10.) 
(No.7.) 
(Telegraphic. St. Petersburgh, January 10, 19 
YOUR telegram No. 19 of Sth January, reasurer-Genera 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, to whom I’ had written privately yeaterday, told me 
to-day that now that Mornard had hee appointed temprariy ho thought i was to 
h 


Tate to act as yon had proposed. Russia had not insisted on his appointment, uot had 
she imposed it on the Persian Government. 
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is E i and had far greater 
paves oeatand Sete ay wi we sipored bs 
ee ae ee tious ‘cast on. his honesty, though ho. believed 
ron LE a aloe i ul a would, in his canny top Ue to give Mim 
Senne Me si youl a anton mhing Bn He Beciises ai that 
Thapar wi eald ge Borin Gevernugnt waa te balp them to‘pot thelr axanees in 
CA apnea) who was regeived yesterday by tho Emperor, tells me that 
is Majesty spoko warraly in fayour of Mornard’s appointment. 





ang) Neatey 


Sir Edicard Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
{Teigepnte) Foreign Ofiee, January 10, 1912, 
YOUR télogram No. 26 of 8th January: Holy war. ihe 
sPid AURAL caper apusesiiia at aeVon ot GualkWett Un uanaseret in asia Ble 
influence to discourage fuflammatory telegrams. 





(1554) No. 75. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
# raphic.) Foreign Office, January 10, 1912. 
oleggrapl 


f isi a ed, you should stipulate that 
OW that Finanefal Commission has been appointed, you ‘should 
Sonal ree atines Ww qiven to Mr, Lecoffre in the south of Persia. 





(1670) os 


1G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 11.) 
Ni HO) ) Tehran, January U, 1912. 
ee ‘ 5 ituation in Southern Persia. 
i slogran No, 13 of Sth January + Situation in Southern : 
Tess GinGreiP oh Boney val Douaas sor iow of ry ser 
ieolvetl by the alternative proposals advocated by Government of Inia 
an the asin Oe, hy di not think it woud bo safe to tke n0 free military 
: : Jin the consulate with its present guard. 
Pita ale ie enquiry boloriog. Cat aUack an cur-ewort was tho roralk ot 
natory telograms from Nejet and extremists in ‘Tehran in consoquance of 
mag and in the hope that hostile feeling, produoed by this agitation 
subsil, in whel ease 1 thought wo might have conned out action tow den 
Fa PTs aiaeiees GarteaaeeHoo Sal far pedcibimt of sheen respomaitla, fo 
tuck, : 
rane loti Se eubetanigo of thelr ropliog — 


at Wwe cannot move small bodies of 
nuglas sys “Recent events have shown that we eannot move small bodies o 
and nee without the possibility of their being attacked, “This ie 
Fee LugreAeeCoM EA RteNRID aE aiteenesaDlere CALEgSk caey’ be leh 
{upon as altiost cortain, ‘The eamo will be: the case on the Ispaban rood when the 
ttibes mov; if itis ugk go already. We are therefore entirely izolated; and Inter shal 
ho prneticallyiunahle 16 move! fran Shire. Lanny waalleito;say- wha) dbanco there is 
aC/OuE Welle atuakauror haying Gue-aupplies aud, off; buts hers: poss: 8 possibility o 
{4 Oaly-sound nil is to open up Bushize road, and I think au expedition 
for this purpose indispensable, 4 ae 
ee ie aeaerallyseeogused by Porsans ere, that sae ya 
jsorders among Kashgais in the spring are practically inevitable, and it is. quite 
ior Ae AEE ag re are open 'y. Natural battlefield ist 
possible that Kawan 
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jmmediato neighbourhood of Shiraz, and the expulsion of forojgnors will be a very 
likely war-ry for oue of the parties. T-eannot prophesy as to likelihood of attack; hee 
aboro and the strong fecling of the tribesmen against our troops [2] erty cannot be 
ignored; anshow, the interruption of Gur supplies by hostile tribal eombingtion would 
pe effected without difficulty. The absence of any action on our part alter the sevont 
incidents would render such a contingency more likely.” 


(Addressed to Foreign Office ; repeated to India) 





[1575] No. 77. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sin Haward Grey.—(Received January 11.) 
(No. 32.) 
(Telegraphic) < Tehran, January 1, 1912, 

ALY immediately preceding telegram of to-day, 

Thad hoped until yesterday to he able to suggest. some 
cither of those indicated in your telegram No. 13 [of 5t 
conferring over wire with Smart and Douglas, I am compelled 
no other course open to us but either occupation of Shiraz and the road or evacuation, 

Vind it very difficult to reconcile myself to the evacuation of Fars, as isos hemo 
{Ht it must include withdrawal of Indo-European tolegraphic departinont ofeace ry 
Fars, for we could hardly ask them to face dangers to which wer wore unwilling te 
Febese our consuls and troops, and it would presumably lead to the withdrawal ot 
Imperial Bank of Persia, 

Moreover, though tho Swedish officers will probably in time produce a valuable 
genslarmerio, there 1s no certainty that they will be able to deal with codified 
Problem as Fars, and it is therefore very uncertain whether tho consulate. and atkon 
pritish institutions, if now, withdrawn, could even bo re-eatablishod without, Bergh 
forces, and it would bo rash to assume that the task of those forces would eeor he tan 
difficult than it would be to-day. 

regards an agreement with Russia not to interfero with the 
Russia is not the only Power whose intrusion we have to fear, 
eave the field open to commercial enterprise of any nation, 

On the other hand, the objections t the course alvocated by the Indin Ofieo aro of 
sear Gany Great. Even if measures they advocate could be restricted to a lemporasy 
gccupation of Shiraz and tho road, thoy would still have an unfortunate alt 
Russian north; but I foresee that it may be very dificult. to. t 

x n to avoid extending it, since the clearanco of robbers {rom 
the Bushire-Shiraz road would reinforce the elemouts of disorder ciowhore particularly 
on the Kerman road. 

fear lifident 8 to expressing an opinion ou tho relative advantages and 
dieadvantages of the two courses open to us, I should havo beon, on the Chol 
fevonr of evacuation of Shiraz were it not for the size of te fore requtsud herd 


Fareree aara ult seems a pity to. make 60 great-a military display morely to rosull ie 
the abandonment of our interests in Fars. 


(Addressed to Foreign Office ; repeated to India.) 


course less drastic than 
th January), but, after 
to conclude that there is 


neutral zone, 
Our evacuation would 





1566) No. 78, 
Si 


G- Barclay to Sir Haveard Grey.—(Received January 11.) 


(No. 33.) 
(Telegraphic.) Decode 
SHUSTER lot this morning. 


(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 


Tehran, January 11, 1912, 
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(1576) No. 79. 

Sir @. Barclay to Sir-Bibeard Grey.—(Reeeived January 11.) 
nee Tehran, January 11, 1912. 
roel gram No, 18 of 5th January. Sitation in Souther Persia. 

Acting conn at Shiraz thinks that the immediate occupation of Bushie by only 
one hatiaiion, would have a daugerons reaction among tribes, and further imper 
Position of our troops at Shiraz, 

(Gent to India.) 





(1677) No. 80. 
Sin G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 11.) 

Re eet) Tehran, January 11, 1912, 

YOUR tologeam No. 25 (of 10th January]. M. Lecoffre. 

Lecoffte only loft Tabreez 5th January, and has not yet reached Tehran. , 

Ito is under suspicion of having helped in fomenting the recent disorders in 
Tybrecr, 1 should like, therefore, to see him before applying to Momard for an 
appointment for hun. If is nationalist ssropathies are as strong us aro alleged, he 
taut bo undesirable in such places as Shiryz and Mohammerah. Mornard, and not 
the commission, would be proper person to apply to. 





(1672) No, 81. 
Coneut Shiptey to Sir Baward Grey.—(Received January 11.) 


Tab January 11, 1912. 
‘Tolographie, Ta yl, 
Cre Aegean of Stk Tonuary : Outrages ox Russia troops 


CE ey ssian colleague are: killed, one officer and 


i ve. privates the wounded, he 
inp. privates; wounded, ive privates; the wounded, 
Hates having been mostly from dumdun bullets, Of the killed, seventeen bodies 
y have bicen recoveret 4 i 
eae ok tuo Photograph lich Tinye seen of those Vedios woud ertsinly show 
they lud been subjected to savage mishandling, especially about the head, and in 
ar ae carded tht genitals ha becn ent of, ho fact thot mwtlaion has 
Fon practised lite heen 4 subject of comment among Persians themselves, while 
nique confirmation iy afforded by the statement mado tomy drigoman by. Persian 
tat nos his hone the body of 9 tsa xe Ma been deeaptated. 
Iris furor bliovd by: tho Russians that om the night of 21st December, whilst 
Porsinn musie- was being played, four Russian soldiers were tortured before death 
Migs, however, at present seony to rest only on the appearance of corpses when found. 
No accusition is made against the population of pating in these mutilations, 
which -scrm to lave teen committed solely by those Persians engaged in. actual 
zhting. e ; 
al iMdrossed to Foreign Office; repeated to ‘Tohran:) 





(1835 Nt: 


Sin Editard Grey to Lord Kilmarnes 
ae Moia). T Foreign Office, January 11, 1912. 
FOUR telegram No. 2 of 9th January: Swedish officers in Persia, 
Your action approved 





85 
(1636) No. 83. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Rereived January 12) 


THE Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 11th January, 
1912, relative to the attack on Mr. Smart near Kazerun, 


India Office, January 11, 1912. 


Enslosure in No. 83. 


Government of India to the Marquess of Creve, 


(Telegraphic) P. January 11, 1912, 

NO further information as to details or responsibility for attack upon Sinart, and 
composition of force concerned, has reached us from Minister at ‘Tehran, It would 
appear in'the meanwhile from ‘papers which resident, Persian Gulf, who is hore, has 
received that the attack was partly due to appeals’ addressed to Fars chiefs by 
Mesopotainian clergy referring to action of Russia in north, and calling on them to 
oppose similar British action in south, and was thus moro than a local obullition of 
resentiment on part of discontented road! guards. 

Ivis also roported by resident that tribal chiefs accorded Mr, Chick, who has just 
returned through Kashgai tribe's winter quarters to Bushire after commercial 
researches at Shiraz, extremely friendly treatment ns an officer of the residonoy. 
Mr. Chick states, however, that, as a result of the atitude which, in comection with 
Nizam-¢s-Sultanch’s vagaries and support of Kawam, consulate at Shiraw haw of late 
been driven into adopting towards Kashgais, the conviction is entertained by Kashgat 
tribal chiefs that the crushing of their tribe will be the first objective of any British 
troops that may enter Fars, and that consequently the Kashgais, who could probably 
put into the field 7,000 or 8,000 rell-armed mien, will cortainly fight, Basing his 
viow on a suggestion from Bill, now in charge at Bushire, aud having regard to urgent 
necossity that very extensive military operations, which might clearly be forced upon 
us, should be avoided, resident expresses the opinion that a reversion to the former 
idea of entering into direct relations with tribal chiefs for preservation of order on 
the road might couceivably still aford a solution of the present difficulty. A native 
infantry regiment would he sent to Bushiro, and chiefs (would then havo it 

that we are extremely anxious to avoid intervention and havo 10 
‘outrages cannot be tolerated by us, but. that 
opportinity, before military operations on extensive scale are resorted 
satisfaction for recent outiages, and of concluding with us a diroct 
vide for security boing maintamed on the road, a matter in which we 
fare ot moro interested than. they themselves. ion is that we should 
subsidise the chiefs concerned, 
regular roster 
19s of the politica 
arrangements, 

‘There has not been time for details of scheme, and all its pros and cons, to he 
thought out ether hy resident or ourselves; but we consider that primd fucte a 
Possible means of satisfying our interests without extensive military operaiions is 
offered by the proposal, and that at the same time the bona fides of our desire to do all 
‘we cant to avoid intorvention would be thereby demonstrated to the public in Southern 
Persia and India 


After scheme lias been fully examined a further comaunication will be addressed 
to you, 
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(1718) Roe 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Reeeived January 12.) 
No. 36, 
(ieegrienie) Tehran, January 12, 1912. 

T OMITTED from my telegram No. 31 of 11th January following statement 
of Smart, which is of intorest, OR hee 

He says: “Tribesinen are quite ont of hand through continued impunity, and T 
found everywhere on the road [? fanatical] belief that they can defeat our troops. We 
cannot therefore depend on bluif as in past.” 

(Addressed to Foreign Office ; sent to India.) 





(1421) Navg 


Sir Edieard Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 

No: 20) eens) 

(Welexraphie,) Foreign Office, January 12, 1912. 
SIR G. BARCLAY'S telegram No. 29 of 10th January : Action by tivo Powers in 


F shonld te gla to have M. Sazonoff’s views on the proposals of the two 
Ministers as soon as possible, It is essential (0 give support to Persian Government 
without delay, nnd Tam preparoil to co-operate on lines proposed by the two Ministers 
to mect immediate requtroments of the situation. 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 29.) 





(1723) No. 80. 
Board of Traite to Foreign Ofice.—(Received January 13.) 


, Board of Trade, January 12, 1912. 
1 AM divweted by the Board of Trade to refer to your letter of the 28rd December, 
forwarting ‘a deapateh from His Majesty's Ambassador at Const 
pecting’ a prajected change in the trae! of the Bagdad Railway be 
HeBAiad Rat to1 of 
vouisideration :— 


‘The proposed clu of « trunk Tine from Mosul 

Suleimanieh and Kha ine dirvet from Mosul to Bagdad, 
1 Sudijoh to KI jover arrangement be adopted, the 
th of Busilad would be wutirely under German control; and’ the 
ugly disposed to doubt whether, so fir ws purely c 
concerted, the aoee by the Turkish Government of 

proposed modification would i present situation from the point of 
view of British is Having ed to the nature of the coun be traversed, 
it appears uot impossible (though on this point the Board are not in ap 

express « definite opinion) that the alteration of tracé would delay the date at wh 

the railway would reich Bagdad from the north, If, on the other hand, the Bagdad— 

Khanikin section were built before the remainder of the line, British trade from the 

south would naturally be benefited, 

In this connection Lam to point ont that His Majesty's Ambassador appears to be 
uider some misapprehension as to the views of this department with regard to the 
possibility of discrtmination against British goods on the German lines, ‘The Board 
have never imagined that it would be possible by means of any written ogreements 
ontirely to do away with all risk of such discrimination ; but they fail to see how such 
risk would be increased, so fir as the Bagdad-Khanikin route is concerned, if that 
route were served by a main line instead of a branch line, 

With regard to the proposed Mohammerah-Khoremabad line, the Board have 
previously expressed the opinion that such « I nugh doubtless of advantage to 
British trade, could not become financially selfsupporting for a very considerable 
period; aud that a financial guarantee of sonie kind would therefore be essential. They 
have no information as to the present position in regard to the application of the 
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Persian Railways Syndicate for a concession including the Mobammerah-Khoremabad 
line, but in view of the existing condition of affairs in Persia they think it unlikely that 
British capital would be available except on condition of a definite guarantee from His 
Majesty’s Government, and such a guarantee would, in their opinion, requite to be 
Justified on other than purely commercial grounds, 

Unless, therefore, His Majesty's Government is for political reasons prepared 
to guaranteo the proposed line, the Board doubt the advisability of pressing, the 
Persian Government for a concession which might prove difficult to carry out. Tn any 
‘case this proposed concession. does not. appear to have any obvious connection with the 
suggested change of raed of the Bagdad Railway. 

Tam to suggest, however, that it might be desirable to. endeavour to ascertain 
whether there ate any British interests in the petroleum deposits understood to exist in 
the neighbourhood of Suleimanieh, with a view to taking such steps as may be desirable 
to safeguard them, 

Tam to add that the Board earnestly trust that all possible means will be adopted 
to expedite the completion of the proposed arrangement with the Turkish, Government 
for the construttion of the Bagdad-Bussorah Railway by a new company, on whieh 
British interests will be adequately represented. : 

am, ke, 
H. LLEWELLYN SMITH, 





[1860) No. 87, 


India Offce to Foreign Office. —(Received January 18.) 


Sir, India Ofice, January 13, 1912, 

T AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to forward, for the information 
of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram tliat has been received 
from the Government of India regarding the convoy from Bunder Abbas to Kerman of 
4 pareel of arms aul ammunition ordered by lis Majesty's consul at the latter place on 


half of the governor. 
Provided that the governor pays for the arms, and formally takes delivery of them 
at Bander Abbas, thore wonld appear to be no objection to compliance with tho wish 
of His Majesty’s Ministor at ‘Tehran ; and present circumstances appear to this Ollice to 
Justify the proposal to attach the condition suggested by the Goverument of India, 
that the arms should not be allowed to proceed unless the governor is prepared to 
accept responsibility for the safe-conduct of a caravan of British goods at the same 
time. 
Copies of @ telegram reporting the complaint of the Karachi Chamber of 

werco wero furnished to your department on the 10th January, but in the light of 
recent experience on the Shiraz road any suggestion for. the convoy of goods by British 
escorts is obviously impracticable. In this connection I am to say that the effect. on 
the position of tho British eonsul at Kerman of withdrawal from Shiraz will no doubt, 
he borne in mind. 


Tam, &e, 
LIONEL ABRAHAMS, 


{Enclosure in No. 87. 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe, 


(Telegraphic) P. January 10, 1919, 
A HUNDRED rifles, with 1,000 rounds por rifle, were recently ordered for 
Governor-General of Kerman through political ayent, Muscat, by Kerman consulate. 
A telegram, dated the 30th ultimo, was received from political agent, Muscat, sayings 
that hie hesitated to send the arms in the present condition of Southern Persia. We 
directed, after consultation with Sir P. Cox, that dispatch of arms to Bunder Abbas 
should, for the present, be suspended, and that, when the general situation had cleared, 
the question should bo raised aqtin; Sir G.'Bareloy has now telographud, the 8 
instant, asking that these orders may be reconsidered, as promise to arrange for the 
murchase of rifles for personal body-quard of governor had, with the sanction of tho 
4 ene hae We were tiot aware, been made to the governor by the eonsul, Six 

1536 


L 
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G. Barclay adds that the arms are not, in consul's opinion, likely to be stolen, and that 
governor's own camels have heen sent to Bunder Abbas for them with a strong escort. 

Bitter complaints of existing insecurity on Bunder Abbas-Kerman route, declaring, 
all trade to be at a standstill, have reached us recently from chamber of commerce at 
Karachi and Indian merchants. We think it desirable in the efreumstances tha 
governor is prepared to accept responsibility for a caravan of British goods, w 
should bo allowed to accompany his escort, arms should not be allowed to proceed 
under governor's escort, ' Q 

‘As wo are precluded from corresponding dircot with Ministerat Tehran on subjects 
of this nature, will you, if you agree, please inform Sir G. Barclay to the above effect. 





(1824) No. 88. 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Haward Grey—(Recoived January 13.) 
(No, 87 ° 
(Wier) Teiran, Janviary 13, 1912. 
SIAN Government hear that extensive recruiting for the ex-Shah’s forces is 
proceeding in the neighbourhood of Viudikavkaz, A certain M, Bouroff, who is 
described as former commissioner of Ashkabid, is said to be active in this work and to 
have already enrolled 300 members of a tribe called Incouch. . 
Persia hear also that other Caucasian adventurers are also leaving 
for Persia to uh without, any at the Russian authorities to stop 
il that recently & considerable sun n remitted to ex-Shah from the 
Russian Bank at Baku, 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





{1839} No. 89 


Sir G. Bavelay to Sir Edward Groy.—(Received January 13.) 


¢ .) 
‘Telegraphic. 
te Ge HUCTIANAN’S te 
T do not belie 
At the same time, i a f have 
on too far for the proposal of the Netherlands Ministe deed, 


the Iinperial Bank of Porsin wore to substantia ic charge against Mornard, 
and it would seem unyvise to attempt to do this unles wore quite sure of sticcess. 
(Repeater! to St- Petersburgh.) 


(1888) 


‘ved January 13.) 
(No. 30,) . ’ 
(Tolegraphic.) Tehran, January 13, 1912. 
of India’s telegram of Hth vs 

1 have nothing to adi, except the following, to the telegrams which T have 
repeated! to Tndia, respecting details of, or responsih k upon Smart, or 
rogauriling composition of the force concerned, 

my enquiries a8 to how 


mided and how he was 
ils, T roceived following fi 


“Twas deliberately fired at by a young Kas : 

had crept to within 80 yards of rearguard, with which Twas 
i OF couse h io T was. Twas mor 

winded by the horse whieh was wounded through the nee 

sumo bullet, Assailant passed over me in pursul on i 

hurriedly put his hand into my pocket and pulled ont a few worthless ubjects. 

T rolled! myself down hill to avoid our maxin: bullets which were then whistling 

over me and waited for our assailants to return, [ introduced myself to the 
mt two returning assailants with only result that one covered me 
ith lis rifle while the other cleared my pockets, after which they 
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both went on their way rejoicing. I waited for the next batch 
which included Ardeshir Khan, young Kashgai chief, who seemed very like 
the man who shot at me. However, I cannot be certain, and he, when chaffed 
by me on the subject, earnestly denied it and affirmed that he had [begged] 
of Mohammed Ali Khan to stop attack. He was most amiable, put me on 
his horse and took me back to the caravanserai where Mohammed Ali, 
who, according to his own story, had arrived from Shahpur with tho object 
of stopping the attack, received me with every expression of regret, &c. He 
bandaged my wound in somewhat primitive manner, and then, as there was no decent 
accommodation at the caravanserai, carried me to his eamp at Shahpur whilst a Persian 
‘surgeon at his command eame to tend me, Mohammed Ali treated me during my sta 
there with almost embarrassing kindness. He said that common people were much 
excited hy the priests against our troops and wore no longer under restraint, ence 
attack, although tufangehis had received orders from him to let mo through.”” ‘ 


Jn reply to my enquiry as to the reasons for immunity from inoident on the road 
from Kazerun to Shiraz after tho attack, Smart gives the following reasons: 


1, “Mohammed Ali Khan wanted to get me through safely to advocate his causo, 
and escorted me and party until we reached Douglas. 

2. “Bad weather. 

3. “Khan in charge of that section of the road and another emissary were both 
sent by Kawam and the ilkhani to accompany me, and cleared all the road guards off 
the road. We had information that a party of Kashgais from Firuzabad were going to 
attack us. Possibly weather prevented them,” 

As regards instigation by inflammatory telegrams, Sardar Assad has read moa 
telegram from Mohammed Ali Khan to the Kawato, stating that he could do nothing in 
face of inflammatory telegrams received from clergy both at Nejef and in Persia, and 
from different societies in provinces, inciting the tribes and inhabitants to rise against 
foreign invasion. Even the women of Tehran had, he said, telegraphed to Kashgai 
women asking them to encourage men to repel foreign aggression, 

(Addressed to Foreign Office ; repeated to Tndia,) 





{1869} No. 91. 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 13.) 
(No, 40) 
(elegraphi 
MY consular telegram of Sth January. 
Knox should soon be leaving Shiraz on leave or proceeding to post. It would he 
wisor for him to travel vid ‘Tehran in view of recent events on the Bushire roud, 
Knox thinks it quite likely that « small Indian escort would he attacked betiveon 
i ich, and a large escort is precluded at this season for want of 
accommodation in villages, He feels fairly confident that, he ean get through to 
under native escort. I propose to sanction this, and bog leave to uso, 
iserotion about sending escort from Ispahan to bring him on from Abadch, beyond 
which reliable Persian sowars may not be obtainable. 
Repeated to India, 


ehran, January 13, 1912. 


eee 
(1577) No. 92. 

Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barelay, 

(No, 30.) 

(Welegraphic.) R, Poreign Cffice, January 13, 1912, 


YOUR telegram No, 35 of the 11th January : Mr. Lecofire, 
T concur. 








40 


[51681/11) No. 93, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 13, 1912. 

it AM deci sos tary Sic Baars Grey Co petois one be Ma bel 
the Marquess of Crewe, a copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran,® in 
which is enclosed a report from His Majesty’s acting consul at Shiraz, dealing with the 
closing phase of the acute disorders which occurred there in the course of last 
summer. 

1 am to point out that in the opinion of Sir. E. Grey the situation as depicted by 
Mz. Knox completely. justifies the conclusion arrived at by His Majesty’s Government 
from the telegrams received in the autumn that some increase of the consular guards 
‘was necessary for the safety of His Majesty's consulate and British subjects in the town 
of Shiraz. itsolf. Tt shows, moreover, that the trouble which has now arisen is in. no 
way due to the increase in the escort recently dispatched to Shiraz, and that, even if a 
rescue of the British colony there has now to be effected, it would certainly have had 
ta bo effected, possibly even before now and under greater difficulties, if the increase 
of guards had not been sent three months ago. 

As rexards Mr, Knox's appreciation of the services of Mr. Smith, of the Tudo- 
European Pelograph Department, of the sepoys and sowars attached to His Majesty's 
consulate, and of the consulate munshi, I am to express Sir E, Grey's earnest hope that 
their excellent conduct may be brought to the notice of the proper authorities in India, 
‘and to enquire whother, in Lord Creve's opinion, the ease is not one in which something 
‘moro substantial than x more commendation may fittingly be bestowed on the gentlemen 
‘and troops in question. 

Tam, &o. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(1870) 


ri. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reccived January 14.) 


a) Tehran, January V4, 1912, 
ST a hran, January 14, 1912. 


Please seo my telegram No, 29 of the 10th instant. 


M. Poklowsky yesterday addressed a farther telegram to his Goveran 
supplementing his identic telegram of the 10th January, urging that the Russian 
Government should put stop to this “orgy of indiscipline® amongst Russian consular 
oflivers in Persia. 

We could not, of course, n matter in ovr identic telegram, but it is of 
tho ntmost impo hat the evil should be removed, 

Nsso-Persian relations aro at present liable at any moment to be embittered 
provocative action of Russian consuls, who will not obey the orders of their Govern- 
iment. Hoy, then, can wo expect those relations to remain friendly and normal ? 





(1865) No. 5, 


(in 10) 27 9 Buohonn td Sir Baoan Grey — (Resid Jonuary 14) 
(Telegraphic, st, Peteraburgh, ~y 14, 1912. 
( ane My ; St. Petersburgh, January 14, 1912. 
Russian Minister for oroign Affairs said that proposals of two Ministers seemod 
to hint to offer a good basis for co-operation between the two Governments, and that 


tho only points on which te ind any exten to make wero those which had roforred 
haha to propose fay 


Ay regarded tho first, Russian 
intervention, now declare that they would never recognise him, though they 
Would willingly join ws in giving him friendly advice to return to Europe. 
T pointed out that situation was now changed, and that they could without any 


+ Part NEVI, No, 692, 
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inconsistency tell him that they could not allow présent stato of anarchy to be prolonged 
indefinitely by his presence in Persia after that the attempt had failed; that if he 
followed the advice of the two Goveraments they would endeavour to secure pension 
for him; but that if he refused to go he must renouuce any idea of ever receivini 

one. Tudded that if we met wishes of Russian Government as regarded proposed 
constitutional changes they must meet ours with regard to ex-Shah, moro especially a3 
His Majesty's Government were firmly resolved never to recognise him. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs said that telegram from Russian Minister made no 
mention of a pension and that this greatly facilitated matters. Ho would. therofore be 
prepared to tell ex-Shah that there was 1i0 uso his remaining any more in Persia, and 
fo support this statement by the argument that as His Majesty's Government had 
declared that they would never recognise him he had no chance of ever regaining tho 
throne, and that if he remained he would forfeit all claim to a pension. As rogarded 
second point he could say nothing definite until he hind consulted the Minister of 
Finances but he was, personally, averso to the idea of making small advance to 

Government. What we ought to do was to arrange at oneo for a large 

Tussian Government would not press for immediato payment of the indemnity 

which they had demanded, but public opinion would require immediate payment 

Of a sum to indemnify families of soldiers who had been killed or maimed for life. 

‘This would probably amount to about 100,000. Their old outstanding claims for 

losses of Russian subjects, which amounted to. about 3,000,000 roubles, might, stand 
over. 

Tromarked that it woul be very difficult to get financiers to float a large Toan at 
‘a moment when complete anarchy reigned in Persia, moro especially as English mon 
‘of business had no confidence in M. Mornard ay treasurer-general, Some temporary 
financial assistance seemed to me necessary to enable Persian Covernment to, restore 
order, and a large loan might then be negotiated on more reasonable terms, If it was 
necessary for the Ri Government to ask for indemnity for their killed and 
Wounded an engagement might be obtained that it would be paid, out of future loan, 
had the Russian Treasury might advance money necessary to pay individual claims. 

Ministor for Foreign Affairs said that, whether the loan. was. to. bo raised now or 
Jater, two Governments would have to reassure financiers interested that Russia and. 
England, without. givi 1 guarantee, stood behind Persia. He would tall 
over what Thad s 

He hiad no observations to make with regard to the other points. 





(1868) No. 96. 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Groy—(Received January 14.) 


St, Petersburgh, January 14, 1912. 
9, 10 of the 14th January. 

option to-day T was honoured by a conversation with His 
Majesty the Emp shih, although of short duration, was quite satisuctory, I 
said that just before his departure for India the King had commanded me to aéwure 
His Imperial Majesty of his earnest desire to maintain the closest possible relations 
with Russia, I then spoke to His Majesty about the ex-Shah, making use of the same 
Taniguage as Lhad held yesterday to M. Sazonof. 

In speaking of the Anglo-Russian entente the Emperor was most cordial, both in 
what he said and in his manner of saying it. He said that he quite understood the 
Position in which you found yourself with regard to the ex-Shah ; that he approved of 
the programme drawn up by the British and Russian Ministers at Tebran ; and that 

reed to the action which M. Sazouof had on the 13th ivstant told me that he 
would take, 

His Majesty then went on to observe that the two ts ought to. assist 
Persia to tho fullest extent by furnishing her with properly quai freigy adviser 
Dut said that the Persian Government could not possibly preserve order by themselves 
‘at present, and must be helped to do so in the north by Russian and in the south by 
British troops. He then referred to the attitude of tho Persian Committee aud to the 
articles attacking Russia which had appeared in the "Daily Graphic,” and said that 
‘we might be sure that, since bis word had been given that uo portion of Persian 
territory would be annexed, that promise would be kept. 

T assured the Emperor that no doubt had ever been felt by Tis Majesty's 

[2536] M 
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Government on thi md that you had full confidence in the assurances given to 
IL, Kokovtsof. eme right in Russia and the extreme left in England, 

added, oth showed an inclination to find fault with our understanding, and the 
articles whieh had appeared in the press controlled by the reactionaries in this country 
had been characterised by greater violence than that of our own Radical press. ‘The 
Emperor cordially agreed to my observation that the most important desideratum was 
tat the two Governments should stand firmly by the Anglo-Russian agreement, and 
that it should have the support of the general body of public opinion in both countries. 





(1904) No. 97, 


My) Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 14.) 

0, 14) 

(elographic) St, Petersburgh, January 14, 1912. 
PURCO-PERSIAN fronton bu ae 

have received aidemémoire from Russian Government drawing attention to 

fact that Russian and British frontier delegates in their identic Cains Ae 

that local authorities sent, by ‘Durkey forco villigors of district to gi 

expressing their devotion to the Porte and recognising the suprem 

Government. Native population, though undoubtedly Persian, eannot do otherwise 

han submit to orders of the ‘Curkish authorities, for if they did n ‘il 

would bo sacked by Kurds. le 


r proc 
area, and that Ottoman Gorernment should be warned in advance 
ts are aware of these proceedings, and refuse to recognise 

‘locuments obtained in this fashion have ang value 4 

___ If lis Majesty's Government share these viows, and will instruct Sir G, Lowther 

in the sonise suggyester, Russian Ambassador will be instructed to join him in taking 

connnon action with the Porte: 





(1871) 


tso.4gy 50° Barley to Sir Beard Grey— (Reed Jemuary 14) 
(Voloxeeaphiic.) Tehran, January V4, 1912. 
GOVERNMEN'T of India's telegram of 11th Janua scrstary, of ‘State 5 
Tia rope to me 1h : gs ele ee 
fa my telegram No, 3 y L did not touch on the question of 
subsidios ds list antuin, when the question was raised, Cox thought subsidisation 
woud he imysorkable except as part of a road schemo undor a Brit 
with: he Medjliss sitting, we could not i n Government's assent? 
Moreover, danger foreseen by: Smart and late and escort from 
svanting tribe It harlly be mot by any: scheme of subsidy. 
soa yeep nl efcacy ofthe seliemofrom Hela pint of iow, Cox 
aa better ju ‘ows of Government of India 
commenting on its aspeet in relation to Central acca 
(Addressed to Foreign Oilice ; repeated to In 





(1961) 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir B 
(No. 218) 
Sir, 


(Received January 13, 1912. 


J Tehran, December 9 
____IN continuation of my despatch No, 220 of the 28th Ne 
joint verbal communication 

Bakhtiori khans. on the 


your toleram No. 378 of the 24th November, I have now the honour to transinit a 
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copy of the identic communication ag made by us separately, but in writing, on the 
Toth December, with the added words ‘whoever is in power” after “This friendly 
‘sympathy should ensure for the Bakhtiaris fair treatment.” 

Tn drawing up the first verbal communication with M. Poklowsky s slight mis; 
‘understanding occurred on the subject, and while the words “whoever is in power” 
appeared in the copy taken away by my Russian colleague, T was under the impression 
that he liad wanted them deleted. The Persian text read to the khans by Mr. Churchill 
Gid not contain these words, but my Russian colleague included them in the text 
telegraphed to his Government. 1 therefore ventured to ask your authority by: 
telegraph for their insertion in the written communication, and your telegram No, 445 
of the 12th instant gave me permission to insert them. 

My Russian colleague and I did not sign the same paper when sending the khans 
the written copy of the communication on the 15th instant, but supplied the hans 
arith separate identic copies, as my Russian colleague, in accordance with tho instruc- 
Hons of his Government, had to add verbally that his Government would view with 
disfayour any eventual chango of dynasty in Persia, 

T have, &o, 
G. BARCLAY, 


Enclosure in No. 99. 
Tdentio Note communicated to Persian Government, 


THE two Powers do not see their way to giving advice to the Bakhtinris in this 
anatter, which is one of a purely internal nature, but they can tell the Bakhtiaris dat 
they do not contemplate ang interference so long as their intorosts are respected. 

‘As regards guarantees, the two Ministers can only assure the khans again of the 

jomilly sympathy of their two Governments so long. as the Bakhtiaris act in a manner 
nilly (0 tho two Powers. ‘This friendly sympathy should ensure for the Bakhtiaris 
fair treatment whoever is in power: 
G, BARCLAY, 


Tehran, December 15, 1911. 





{1953] No. 100. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey.— (Received January 15, 1912.) 
(No. 247.) 
8 chvan, Decomber 21, 1911. 


” OWING to the interupton of tolographic comm jeation betweon Tehran and 
4 


both Astraba 1 Kermanshah I have no yery precise news as to how the insurrection 
is proceeding either in the east or west. The Minister for Foreign Affairs, as reported 
in_my telogram No. 717, stated in the Medjliss on the 18th instant that the ex-Shuh's 
followers had advanced as far ay Semnan. Ihave no confirmation of this from the 
telegraph department. At alll events no rebel force has yet penetrated into the town. 
Both Shahrud and Damghan appear, However, to bo in. the hands of the ex-Shah's 
forces. Beyond Semnan the telegraph line is cut, and the exShab's Tarcomans aro 
doubtless not far from that town, The ex-Shab hinnself is reported to be still in the 
neighbourhood of fos. 
‘The Minister for Forel 


Govern: 
town has be 

rom Tabroc, there is no change 
month an attempt ie by the Tabroczis to come to terme with the Shu 
Dowleh, telegrams having been received by the Anjuman from tho Extremists in. the 
Medjliss urging them to make peace, as it behoved all Persians to unite in defence of 
their country and religion in view of the Russian ultimatuin, An influential deputa- 
tion waited upon Shoj rged him to return with them to the town, 
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Dut the latter declined these overtures, suspecting a trap. The Minister for Foreign 
Affairs announced in the Medjliss on the 18th instant that Shuja-ed-Dowleh had sent a 
force to Ardebil, whence it was threatening Resht, but I have no confirmation of this 
from His Majesty’s consul at Tabreez. 
Thave, &. 
G, BARCLAY. 





(1954) No, 101. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 15, 1912.) 
No. 248.) 
o 


i Tehran, December 19, 1911. 
IN continuation of my despatch No. 236 of the ist December, forwarding the 
last of the diaries of the tour of Mr. Shipley and M. Minorsky in the Turco-Persian 
istriets, I have the honour to forward a copy of Mr, Shipley’s despatch 
forwarding the joint ro delegates prepared on the lines indicated in the 
instructions with whiel ere my despatch No. 69 of the 15th May): 

‘The report is accomparied by a valuable sketch map prepared by Captain Kissly 
the commander of M. Minorsky’s Cossack escort, which shows at a glance the extent of 
the Turkish occupation. 

It will bo noticed that the Turkish encroachments verified by the commissioners 
extend not only far beyond the neutral zone, but also in some cases beyond the limit 
claimed by Dervish Pasha. 

From the Persian point of view the practical isolation of the Dilman district and 
the total isolation by land of the Urmia and Dol districts, constitute a great hard- 
ship, while from the Russian point of view the ficililies afforded by the occupation of 
Ushnu and Solduz for conjunction of the 4th and Sth Army Corps threatening 
the southern approaches of Ta cll as those of the north-west aimed at by the 
adyance towards Ki of concern to Russia, Indeed the impres- 

i 10 reasonable room for doubt that the two 
ermined the Turkish occupation were st ical, and that the 
not so much against a weak Persia as against the latter's 
cially since the completion of the railway to Julfa and the 


by Mr. Shipley in his 

to his Russian colleague and to Captain Kissly, and his com- 

mendation of conduct of the sowars of his escort. I would add that, the 

snecessfill accomplishment of the work of the commission without incident 

reflects such credit on Mr. Shipley as would, 1 venture to suggest, merit a warm 
expression of your approval. 

Thaye, &e. 
G, BARCLAY. 


Enelosure | in No. 101, 
Consul Shipley to Sir G. Barclay. 


Tabreez, November 16, 1911. 
sit to your Excellency herewith the copies in 
n colleague, M. Minorsky, and myself, of the joint 
which, in accordance with the instructions from our respective 

"awn up on the state of 's on the Turco-Persian frontier. 
ception of the pass of Kélé-shin, the reasons for the omission of which 
d by us at the time, we have, as your Excellency will notice, v 

{down for us in the despatch forwarded to me by your Excellency of 

12th May last, The extent of the present Turkish occupation has been personally 
fied by reat pl bated clone} accompanying our repor' 

while we have endeavoured to the be ‘lity to establish what was the de facto 
frontier in 1905. Tn connection with vhis latter subject the data furnished in Khurshid 
li’s book, brought to my notice by my Russian colleague, respecting the state of 
previous to 1869, will, we trust, not be without a certain value in any future 
ation of Turkish claims. The extent to which the occupied districts may be said 
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to have been brought under Turkish administration has also been fully dealt with by 
ns; and though the question of the feeling of the local population towards the Turks 
and of the ultimate ieee of the encroachments of the latter is one which offers greater 
difficulties, we have in this respect, as in regard to the whole of our report, been 
entirely in accord in the conclusions arrived at, and have made every effort to avoid 
overstating the case against the Turkish authorities. 

Tt only remains for me to bear the fullest testimony to the sincere and unselfish 
co-operation with myself of my Russian colleague, M. Minorsky, and to the harmony 
which prevailed between us during the whole of our journey. I would further wish to 
state that it is to his great knowledge of frontier matters and acquaintance with 
Kurdish affairs that such results as we may have been able to achieve have been mainly 
due, I would also venture to call your Excellency’s notice to the services rendered by 
Captain Kissly in the production of the map above referred to, and to the assistance 
afforded by him to the sowars of my escort when, owing to the exigencies of the 
situation, they. were temporarily not under my own superintendence, A worl of 
commendation is, I feel, due to the excellent discipline and conduct shown throughout 
the journey by both the Cossacks and sowars of our escort, which contributed not, 
a little to the absence of incidents to which we have referred in the concluding diary of 
our itinerary. 

T beg to add that ‘the copies of the map accompanying our report, of which two 
huye been drawn up with the place-names in Tea ae eS and two in Russian, 
are being transmitted by M. Minorsky. 

Thave, &c. 
H. 8. SHIPLEY. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 101. 


Joint Report by Messrs. Shipley and Minorsky, British and Russian Delegates, on the 
State of Affairs on the Tureo-Persian Frontier, June 8-September 16, 1911. 


1. Status quo ante 1905. 


Kotw:—The Turks, while continually endeavouring to represent their advance 
since 1905 as a mere resumption of territory historically theirs by right, do not openly 
at least put forward any claim on Kotur, on ‘the ground that this district was ceded to. 
Persia in pursuance of the 60th article of the Treaty of Berli 

We ascertained, however, that a part of the territory of Kotur, as marked on the 
ri annexed to the protocol signed on the 15th (27th) July, 1880, by Colonels Hamley 
and Zelenoy at Sarykamysh, has been retained by the Turks ‘viz., the lands of the 
villages of Beledjik (recte Biledjik), Razi, Gharatil (Haratil), Ghellik (Djellil)- 
Youkary, Ghellik (Djellik -Aschaga, and Panamerik—all to the west of Kotur) 

We subjoin, as bearing on the latter question, a report by the Persian Governor: 
General of Urmia containing an account of the alleged intrigues carried on by Mohamed 
Zoki, the Kaimakam of Serai (Mahmudi), with the object of procuring the submission 
to Turkey of Simko, the present Governor of Kotur (see Diary No. 2). During our 
stay in the latter place we received full confirmation from Siniko himself of the facts 
mentioned in the report in question, 

Chelrik, Turkish encroachments properly so called may be said to begin south of 
the mountain of Surava, where the frontier, previous to 1905, passed by the watershed 
between Turkish Khanyga and the gorge of Dushvan (Deirik), which latter was at; that 
time in the hands of the Persians. Further frontier points behind Chehrik from north 
to south were the pass of Boroosh-Khoran (Id. Map : Boroosh-Koura), that of Balakoo 
between Khaneberi (Persian, Id. Map: Hassaberi) and Khane-Soor (‘Curkish), the 
villages of Sary-Chichek (not marked on Id. Map) and Djander (Id. Map: Djan-Dara), 
auth ae spring of Kani-Ziaret, lying above the village of Ourtanys (in the Shepiran 

istrict), 

Somai.—The limit of Persian territory to the west of Somai seems never to have 
been clearly defined, but it certainly extended along the valley of the northern stream 
(the Somai or Berduk River), which, after its confluence with the Bazhirga and Arzin 
Rivers, forms the Nazlu-chai, as far as the ruins of the Berduk-kala built by the old 
Somai-Begs. 

Baradost,—In Baradost the boundary was formed by the Kotur Mountain and the 
offshoots of ey ae overlooking the Baradost Plain. It should be mentioned 

[1586 N 
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that, the villa 1 Sartyk, situated in the latter plain, were some time 
previous to 1905 governed by the Turks, We were informed that some twenty years 
.go a culprit, having made hig escape from a Turkish prison, took up his residence in 
Soro. The Turkish authorities, having applied to the Governor of Urmia for his 
Belg preset de ott eontte etsdoithe coe eatin Cletrasieec wkerioy 
‘within his jurisdiction, as the village in question belonged to the Sheikh of Shemdinan, 
‘nid was consequently under ‘Turkish administration, It was this confusion of the 
rights of the State with those of the Iand-owner, of which there are many instances in 
the frontios digput, which Ted up, we were informed, to, the occupation of the two 
aboxe mentioned villages, All the remaining part of the Baradot Valley bolonged to 
Persia, which possessed a customs post in Behik, x 
South of Baradost, in Arzin (forming part of Tergever), a Persian 
0 existed at which dues were levied until the month of Djaddy of the 
Tan Il (January 1905), the frontier stretching to the south of this being formed by 
the watershed of the high froutier range broken ouly by the Kialoo Iiver, in the 
district of Alan, and the latter's tributary, the small river of Vazné, 

‘Vorgever is divided from ‘Turkey by the range of Sitaver. Derbend, situated at 
the mouth of the gorge from which the Rowzé-chai issues, is inhabited by Kurds 
(under Boder Khan’ Heg’s brother), who even now are unwilling to acknowledge 

isl sup 

(Dial -A, Porat ountonn House exited bi Déabt at tho village of Dera altuated 

c-soureo of the Berlé-Soor), and both this district and Tergever were occupied. by 

jemorable defeat of Madjdus-Saltané by Yaver Pasha on the 
at August, 1907. ; : 

Mergewer—At. Morgover the seat of the Persian Customs was at Nergui. In this 
district we wery ourselves allowed to travel with our escorts up to Binar, the moat 
outlying gorge i range, aud were informed that thy caravansorai of Zini- 
Khon represented until the recent ‘Turkish advance the boundary between the two 
States 

Valinw—In tho Ushnu district the well-known Kélé-shin pass was always 

widered av the frontier, which fact is confirmed hy: all those travellers who have 

inontintont nits seuumit (ede De Morgan, Mission seientiique,” 

p.277, P. 1896), A Persian houlsg existed in the town of Ushnu 

itself, of which lattor town the governor, Suleiman Khan, was subordinate to the 
p coruor of Uniia, 

‘As stated in tho various diaries of our itinerary, none of the inhabitants, whether 
of Dain of of tho other villages on the road visited Dy uy ould deny that they had 
lived under @ Persian, governor who had, previous to the ‘Turkish advance, ruled the 

‘up to tho frontice range of Kandil, 

Lihiiljan—Ln Old Lahidjan there was a Persian custom-house i 
taxes were levied by the Persians from the frontier villages of Tamar: n, Komtara, 
‘and Kyzskapan, the amount of the yearly revenue from the whole o 1 being 
1,030 fomans, ‘Tho ruins of Persian forts are to be seen both in Shinava and on the 


ed to prove that he 
ind always lived in had positive assurances that 
Soujhoulik sed to levy taxos from Mergan (its district), Further, Hamzé Agha 
himself, ti F of the Man 4, was treach n 1881 by the 
Ani i 

Moreo 


Soujboulaks 

Vu at tnore uncertain are Persian rights on Vand, which is oscupied 
by those Mangue tribes tho have their winter quarters in Tush Pisier, and who for 
generations past have considered themselves to be Turkish subjects; on the other land, 
i ish subj 

mer pastures) 

astern, ba : illages on the Vazné 

vant, which i i of the cold, and it may 
be said that the long series of neg x ia and Turkey on this subject, 
protmeted! until a quite recent date, ouly served to show that no'settlement of the 
question hus been aivived at, 

Sundvdit—The last Persian Governor of Serdesht (1907) was Ezam-ul-Mulk, 


47 


custom-houses being established at Kohné-Mishka and Beuran, the directors of which 
were Mirza Said and Mirza Ali respectively, and at Beytoosh. The Beradji and Alan 

istricts, in which the three last-mentioned customs were situated, were undoubiedly 
Persian frontier districts, The village of Alsho, situated on the western slopes of the 
Kandil range, was pointed out. to us as being in Turkey, ‘The boundary between 
Serdesht and the Turkish fort of Kala-Dizé (Hamidié) is formed. by the pass of Kani- 
Tesh. ‘The southern frontier of Alani-Adjem (ic, Persian Alan} i eonatitued 1 
the Kialoo River from the Teyyet bridge up to its confluence with the Kiveroo, which 
latter stream is the north-west boundary of the Bang lands, 

Bané.—Bané itself is composed of vight districts, viz., Doli-Khurriava, Bulway= 
Bnakhwé, Shwé, Namashir, Deshté-Tal, Riveroo, Twzhan, Pash-Arbeba, the whole of 
which, we ascertained by local enquiry, was occupied by the Turks only four to five 
years ago. 

« New” Districts. —It should be mentioned that no Turkish official, whether civil 
or military, with whom we came into contact during our journey, ever ventured upon 
tho assertion that the Persian frontier districts were in Turkish possession previous 
to 1905. The very name “ nevahié djedidé” (new districts) by which they bre nov 
officially called implies that they have been recently acquired, 

Status quo, 1639.—We would further draw particular attention to the fact that 
‘Turks, when speaking to us of the new frontier, invariably alluded to it as the 
“statue quo frontier.” But this latter expression, as they were obviously not referring 
to the year 1905, can have no meaning at all, unless we understand by ib the yout 
1639 A.b,, the date of the well-known treaty, on the omissions in which the Turkish 
claims are mainly based (vide British Foreign Office memorandum on the Tureo-Persian 
frontior question), 


2, Statue quo previous to 1869. 


Whatever the status quo previous to 1905 may have been, it is, we venture to th 

of equal and perhaps greater importance as having a divect bearing on the present 
frontier dispute, to asce dition of affuirs obtaining previously to 1869, the 
y nbered, in which a special convention was entered into by ‘Turkey 
and Persia in which it was agreed that the two States should keep within their respective 
limits pending a final settlement of the question. 

Khurshid Efendi’s Book.®—In this. connection an exoeptional importance attach 
tothe data given in a book entitled “ Siahet-nam¢-i-hudud," and published in Constanti- 
nople in 1862, the author of which—Mehmed Khurshid Eifendi—acted as secrotary to 
Dervish Pasha, well known as the Turkish frontier commissioner in 1849-52, Tho value 
of tho book from an official point of viow is evident from the fact that, only 150 copit 
wrre published, and that even theye wero ouly procurable, by special ernnvion of tho 
" Medjlisi-vali-i-Ahky-am-i-adliyé” ‘The author, itis to be noted, acknowledges that, 
his own share merely consisted in putting in onder the information collected by Dervish 
Pasha himself 

n to the claims which had already been put forward by Dervish Pashia, and 

Aho principal subjost of another book published in, Constantinople ix 
1286 a.nt, Khurshid Effendi, inthe work in question, gives full lists of the villages 
in the frontier districts governed by Persia in the years 1848-52. 

Bané and Serdesht.—Speaking of Bang (our excerpts are taken from the Russian 
translation by Gamazow, St. Petersburgh, 1877) Khurshid Effendi (p, 324) says: Tt 
was not possible for me to ascertain the number of houses in th vile of the Bané 
district belonging to the provinee of Senné, now in the possession of iH 
ayn firther (p 249) that the right of levying (axe in Somes was 
thi went to a certain Ali Khan for 8,000 tomans yearly, 
ia gust composed of the following districts : Kialoo, Gowrik Naale 
Melkari, Beradji, Murad-begui, und Alaut-Adje 
fare all quoted by name (pp. 237-40), 

epee 
Pers Pasi 


© Sir Arnold Kemball Be elogate : mmission of 1875, stated (wide Foreign Office 
‘memorandum, dated the 14th fasion wrote n pauphlot about 1878 illustrating 
the claims of Turkey Ae on of this pamplilot was mislad Lut possibly Khurshid 
Men  Kemball referred tom—A, Py 
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to bo subject to Persia” (p. 297), ‘Twenty-seven villages of the Mangur clan are 
enumerated as ting “iisled inthe territory of Soujboulak, a Persian possession 
pp. 254-59) 

ae Speaking with some reserve of Talidjan, Khurshid Effendi fully 
acknowledges that Ushnu at his time was governed by the Persians (pp. 299-60), the 
frontior between it and Revanduz being the mountain of Kélé-shin (p. 250). 

Uinta Frontier. Having spoken of Van and. Hekkiari, the author passes over. to 
the description of the neighbouring Persian localities and their population ” (p. 294) 
Anal onumorates thirty-six villages of Mergever (p, 298) ; twelve of Berdé-Soor (i. 
Desht, p. 297) ; thirteen of Tergever (p. 299); thirty- 
three of Somai, “governed from Urmia”; twen 
Somai; fourteen of Anzali-bals “ belonging to Soma y 

ilagos of jemalova, Gowlan, Kulundjt, and Kabrizé now oocupied by the Turks), 
is separately mentioned by the author ax ig directly on Urmin (p. $04). 

Meabnae Fronticr.-Le should be mentioned that even the nine villages of the 
Shopivan district which, according to Khurshid 1ffendi (ibid. 804), were occupied by the 
‘Turks and annexed to “Albak seemed to have Leen regained later on by the Persian 
Kurds, Sue ‘aware the assurances given tis by Simko, whose brother, Djafer- 
‘Agha, was somo ten years ao Persian serheddar in Chebrik and the adjoining district 

Tchurbid Effendi lastly explains the process by which, in his opinion, Chehirike 
gamio to be under Persian jurisdiction (p. 806) aud enumerates (p. 308) its villages, 
sihteon in munnber, as well'ae those of its sub-districts, viz., Shinetal (eleven), Guerdian 
(nino), Deirik (ten), and Hoder (sixteen). 


4, The Limits of the present Oceupation. 


‘The Timits of the prasent Turkish oveupation have been fully explained in our 
inrios and, an far as thoy were ascertained by us, have been marked on, the map 


fannoxed to on reports It only romains to us therefore to give a r¥sumé in briet of the 


Timaits in question, ; 
Khoi ‘Turkish hands is the village of Yeadikan 


situated on Je of the range which divides the Intter district from Salmas. 
Mywo wore vil: es have heen dependent on Khoi, but which aro 
situated in the Salnas pli Mati-kendi and Kenya 
‘he last to aro outside the neutral zone, as represented on the ident 

Silmat—Salinns itsell is left to Persin but is surrounded to the north, west, and 
south by, the occupied districts, ¥ 

1, Moder, or the Kilresinly: valley, the nearest Persian, villages ‘being + Chiche 
Soramorik, and Ayan (le lattor abandoned by the inhabitants some tro or th 
years 140). 
yes, Deitik and the hizh tableland betse ‘i nik with the villages of 
Hamianova (belonging to the Pishnamaz of Salmas), Akhveran (belonging to Kerbelat 
Abdulla and Hadji Husseift of Kéhi &e.; the town of Kilnéshebr, immediately 
to the cast of this table-land, ein in 1 possession. 

hich andl ern slopes of th Se-guird and Karny-yarykb 
with the villyges of Adjivadj, Zovedjik, &e. ‘The villages of Guluzan, Malham, Kabakh- 
1 Khon-takhity are left to Persia, 


insula of Karabagh is still in Persian hands, but communication on 
1 Dilman to Urmia is intercepted by the fields of the village 
cupation, which stretch across the northern approach to the pass 
of Kooshehi. 

‘The pass itselPand the village of Kooshcht are still held by the Persians, hut these 
again are out off from Uninia by hands belonging to the occupied villages of Djemalova 
Mad Gowlan, whieli oxtend as far ax the lake. OF the district called Anzali-zir, only 

‘nd Maku-kendi are left to Persia. ‘The froutier passing 

ns whieh overlook the latter villages turns to the west 

above Korimeabad and is ow the range above Persian Khanyghia and. 
‘Ankerabad and, after skirting the valley of Persian Hissar and Sindji, situated on a 
horthern allltont of the Nazlucchai, to reach the pass of Khan-guedigut which divides 
(Persian) from Tncbke-su (Turkish). From Khan-guedigui the boundary, after 
Jus by Une sinit of certain peaks, descends into the worge of the Nazlu-chst, which 
JMerossel below Kyr-neisa, proceeding thence along the hills dividing the Urmia plain 
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from the up-land districts of Tergever and Desh: n the map. i il 
the bounty aeroy te Nant tener Cirugh poi ealed Mules altvoouts cor 


our Diary No. 3, we were informed in Serdarud that the Ottom is diminis 
the villges of Khatayle, Dida and Seth Tying ln done that Deas ia tho 
documents alluded to by us under the heading “ Turkish administration ” (vide infra) 
Lan to prove this latter statement. From Dizé the frontier then follows the right (or 
sout! So) ening the Baranduz River down to where the latter enters the lake, thus 
cut peices ils Sie os as els not only from Soujboulak but even from: 
io natate shih al pend oy Uminan which has been alwaya admitted by 

Dol, —The frontier begins again at a point on the Take south of Djot i 
ee et B i on the Ia h jobel-kendi d, 
suing weary by Till betweon Sarassuly (Turkish) and. Sultapnbad (Dernian} 
re soutl hwards, folloy , the range dit iding Dol from the Deshtebil district. AL 
ne of our visit to the villags of Halistan twas tho extovne point ll ld by 
Dol ay ‘ pols tt eG ny poet that the Turkish partisan 

mentioned i our Dinry No. 8, hind. been reinstalled. by. : 
Fenner # u YEO tt 'y the agency of 
heikh a dir and the Turks; Persian rule over the village’ thus rata 
he Frontior south of Sulduz.—Dol, which is isolated from other Persi 
possessions, is separated fom Soujbouluk by the large and rich dst tee gates 
stretching up to the lake, ‘The fruntie betwoun shew later districts bas bn fully 
deseribad in Appondix Ito our Dinry No, 4, Wo nea only ald that sino. the 
pees as ae ang the Turks, Persi territory south of the districts of Sakkiz 
atin unas) and Khorkhora consists of the distriets of Merivan, of which 
uae is considered to be the frontier point, Merivan (Mehrebian) belogs to the 
ee of Persian Kurdistan (Senné) and is expressly inentioned in the Turco-Per 
of 1049 Ant. (1059 4.0.) a8 being a Persian possession, 
cp erianence! of Frontier -—We should not omit to mention that the Turks whom 
se eaonantrnd of our juriny invariably and x nator of cours yoke of the now 
fron Rha only tablished and which they on their side were bound to respect, 
eu ie zt he kaimakam showed us a map on hich the frontier limit of his district, 
was clearly marked out. Behdjet Bey, the Turkish frontier commissioner, declined our 
us at Urmiaon the grounds that he had strict orders from the 
Es dee a ee on ae h escort always tool 
ave of ut on of the territory still considered to be Persian, There i 
1 We ae uncertainty with regard to outlying villages, such a Baliata Tite 
supra) ean the Mork erupnlons ju the matter the frontier as 
‘y Soule sel ur kelley i pa state of this was afforded us during 
sou shen a of Turkis rtillerymen wi wveral guns wi 
fs hat tv on way RAT tn Syren eee EE ag 
2 he northern part of the new frontier, viz., from Khoi to Dol, may neverthel 

be considered to be tnach,miore fixed that’ i the casein the wont eapecliy ta 


desht region, whore, o i ‘ 
Feats og hes Uo the great distanoes from the Government centres aud 


« historical justifieation for thy Ti 
is in glaring contradic ith every 
here are no marks whatever, natural: or otherwise, 
from Kooslichi, Kahrizé from Imam: 
northern bank of the Barand 
method followed in the Mul 
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majority of them appear inclined to think ean be done by means of a further advance 
(Gide our Diary No.7 under heading of the 10th September). | a 45 the 
‘Strategiedl Value of the Pronticr.—Special attention sho leo, the 
sorategical valuo of that port of the ew, sic dlrs Waser Azeraiisn 
Hato severe separate, gestions, The Turkish occupation of Saw and Kenyanl ay 
he two principal roads from Salmas to Khoi i that of Isti-su north of 
Peres Pyrelova, Gowan, €e, south of i intercepts, as Atready explained he 
communication between Salas and Unnia, urther, the possesion by the Turks 
the right bank of the Barandys, provents Uruia from communicating with Do while 
j© occupation of Ushnu and Sulduz completely e he we nore of 
Hea Peta Kurdistan, the Persian, posession in the region iy question being thie 
faded to the cndion of more separate unit aking the cnhesion and fe Wh 
‘ght enable. them {o resist any action which 2 % 5 
aaa eaie bythe later, Dower since 1905 has given it tho command of all ue 
rinsed passed (the pesiton of which is marked on the map aesompanying our report) 
faving wetins to Perla throng the great Kandil frontier range, while the possess 
districts 90 rich as Ushnu, Suldus, and others above enumerated ensure toi 
of necessity ample suppl forthe maintenance of a large military force 
Winall, tht districts Tying within the zone between the old and new frontier and 
antually in the occupation ofthe Turks are thirty-one in number vig, in Salmasy Heder, 
Kozan, Chebrik, Guerdian, Shinotal, and. Sho in Soma, ‘Upper and. Low 
‘Ava (in pot); Baraost and Kenar iatyoeh (Iichkésu); Tergever, Desht, Mergover, 
Baravdus (in par) Deshtbil, Ushnu, Suldiz; OM and New Lahidjan, Mangurt Mom 
ena YelTotnur, ‘Turdjan,  Mergan, Naaleini, Mangar,, Naaleini-Koki-len, Vazaé, 
Serdesht (with Govrik, Beradji and Melkars), Alan, Bané and Ming, to say nothing 
OF tho various vile in. Khoi, Soujboulaky Sakis, Go, while the ratent ofthe 
dlintricts thus ocoupied has a length from north to south of  ilom, 
eetieeyiae ths sD 4 4 lon ho wHl forming. ai area whieh, roughly 
estimated, may be put down as some 12,000 square kilom. 


4, Military Porece. 


Salmas, viz., Verdan and Yezdikan, we visited 

Excopt. the small posts north of Salmas, viz,, Verdan at 3 
porsonally all ho places on the neural zone where Turkish, soldiers tryin 
te unter of te ator a the mine pts (cy, 22 a Seay Ac Rate 2), 
Heluate considerably, we give particulars . : i 
Heatkauartors only, ith lige of the stations depending on the latter. Further 
See ee Ua Sabi rilesht, Pasvé, Djomaloya, and 
Gam, Now ones, it is anid, are baing built i fa (sce Diary No. 6), and. 
Inv otlier places the soldiers are quartered in the houses of the villagers. 
se in Bihar (built hy Seyyid Taba) and that at: the pass of Khan- 

Hig (bolonging to Hasan Henaré), were mentioned in our Diary No, 6. 


(A)—Iseantny, 





Detaclinent, — Mead-quarters, Substations, 


attalions thoi 


fos Lufantey (IVE Corps) 


10704 tattsy (Nh Coma) Aottaton —) Raleane 
Ps tudna” 5] Nahas 
| Geoupany) "| eae 
10sih faantey (VT Conny). | 1 Natratien | Bans «] Kalaghloo, 





* Area of Belgium, 20,500 square kilom, 


BL 


(B)—Cavauey. 
40 horses of 23rd Cavalry Regiment in Vordan, 


(6) —Arriuuery, 
in Nah 


The military posts are principally stationed on the roads and at the gorges 
leading to the districts still in Persian hands. Thus, Yezdikan commands Kotur and 
Khoi; Silaw, the road from Salmas to Khoi over the Mughandjik Pass; Kenyani, the 
roads going over the Lak Pass and the Kiaw Pass (through Sheker-yazy), ‘The poste 
at Isti-su and in Anzal, from the north and south respectively, overlook the Vergevig, 
Pass on the road from Urmia to Salmas; Kukié bars the entrance to Deshtebil; Dizé 
and Shaaban are situated at the south-western end of the Urmia plain, while Inchké.au 
coimands the pass leading to the latter from the north-west, 

The Turkish troops in the occupied districts (some 9,000 men in all) cannot be 
said to be very numerous at the present moment, especially if compared with th time 
(1907) when ‘eighteen battalions under Ferik Muhammed Raail Pasha were stationed 
in Pasvé (now held by two companies only), while Yaver Pasha was in command of tho 
vorthera detachment with head-quarters in Mavana. It should, however, be ore in 
mind that the Turks having, as above stated, the command of the passes behind them 
rely on thir reserves in Turkey on which they ean draw ab will, rather tha on the 
‘men actually stationed in the neutral zone, 

Towards the end of our journey we learned that the distribution of Turkish forces 
on the frontier was about to indergo a considerable change. We were informed that 
most of the soldiers belonging to the “number” regiments (ivc., L0lst, 98th, 107th, 
aud 108th) would be recalled to Turkey and replaced by special ffontior’ guards 
(Serledd-bulukatiy who would be placed under the immediate orders of the frontier 


Commissioners, the now system to bo accompanied by a rearrangement in the present 
stations themselves, 


We were informed, eg,, that company will be placed in Quni 
(Somal), where yp to the present uo Turkish post has exised, Several Inttalions 
however, were to be left in the more important centres as a reserve for the new frontier 


ards, eg., of the two battalions now stationed in Chebrik, the first will still remain 


there, 


‘The reform in question may possibly havo been dictated by the wish to take away 
fron theae disriets the appearance of being merely * oceupied,” and to incorporate then 
With the rest within the general frontier of the Empire, 


Turkish Administration, 


Frontier Commissioners —The “ new districts,” as a whole, are divided into two 
parts under the superintendence of two staff oflicers (‘erkiani-harb"), viz,, Lieutenant 
Jolouel Behdjet Bey and Colonel Ahmed Refik Bey, styled frontier commiasi 

the former lives in Van and the latter in Mossul, Behdjet Be) 
comprises the districts from Chehrik to Ushnu, that of Reflk Bey exte 
Sulduz to Band. 

Kaimakams.—The northern half of the frontier is oce 
IVth Army Corps, and is subdivided into three kaimalainliks: Chehrik, Mavann, and 
Ushun. ‘The southern half (held by the Vith Army Corps) consists of the Kaimakamlike 
of Sulduz, Serdesht, and Band. Serdesht at the time of our visit was tho only place 
‘where the kaimakam had not yet taken up his post, his duties being discharged by the 
kazi ; all the others were entrusted to officials who, though they now hold the rank of 
aimakam (civil), had been officers provious to their present employment, 

s these kaimakamliks have no staff of ‘Turkish clerks or properly qualified 
subordinates the work is carried on with tho assistancs of local Kurds, Kerith Klign 
Karki, for instance, is the, honorary Mudir of Baranduz, Tirkesh is governed by Bai 
Pasha, Vasné by Agha Baiz, &e. Tn ease of absence from any cause of the kalimakamna 

latter are replaced by Turkish commanding officers, who, independently of this 
temporary duty, enjoy certain administrative righta in tho’ districts where their 
Hetachments are stationed, e.g., the captain in Kulindji is Mudir of Anzal, while the 
commanders of Eski-Bagdad, Kabaghloo, and other similar outlying posts take, wo 


were told, a leading part in the promotion of a forward policy, and it is to them chief 
that “dekhaleta” are now banded in pre i 


by tho troops of the 





52 


i ish officals neither t 
jording to the statement made to us by the various Turkish officials neither t 
fe HUTA Gils was i esl art oon inte nor, exept in Sulu (ede 
infra), bad any luws especially applicable to the latter been promulgated. 8 
a at aeeae iP ertka Sharia aacliweay aa mana (in Boraloat 
‘and elsewhere), and two kazis (jn Serdesht and Bané) who had been sent from Turkish 
Kurdistan (prinspally Gaver aud Suleimanié) to arrange disputes between the Kurds 
sud inidentally to aid in dhe propagation of Turkish ideas Tn serious criminal 
litical cases the accused are sent either to Van or Kerkuk. ee 
Fee WOKE aid Slooles With the ceptions parhape, ef Gro ‘ety rickaky 
ges on the ‘tnd Baranduz Rivers and the commencement of the 
two 1 Us and Mavann respectively for which Inter the 
ful i Yee colested by publi subscription, we saw uo sign uf any works of pubic 
ity having been set on foot sines the Turkish occupation ¥ 
See Oncutiietosl i aacagel yan eee ot ta) Olan a, Waign and Progress 
Society, of which two members (ADsiol Kadir Effendi and Hilni Efendi) are attach 
Detoinan consulate in Soujboulak with tho object of founding schools in that 
town and in the, Mukri distret, In Somtt wo, suv several “Modjo,” sont, we 
fron Gaver to gi n to the Kurds, as 
a titan Ta np poaal servic inthe occupied disteits but a 
ich. we ourselves made use on one or two oocasions, has been 
construc Pasvé and Rayat (Revanduz district), at which latter place it 
forins connection with the g plot anaay etn) 
Custone—A. custom-house, under the management of ty 
Eaton aud’ Meyyidil (2) Blend}, existed. for soine time in. DjobelK ways 
Barajiluz but his since been abolished owing to the protests of foreign subjects in 
Uninia and Tabroor, A sooond attempt to set up a custom-house in Kukié proved 
eqiuully unsuccessful (see Diary No, 6), but we were informed that customs officials 
shortly toa in Bané and Serdesht. > 
FaveasTiwugh the the has been ofl acknowledged as the land tax legally 
duo to the Stato in the ovcupied districts, the Turkish authorities have issued, a 
prvclimation exempting. tl 1 from the payment. of all taxes for a period 
erates owever, that in eertain of the occupied districts 


fof thy Turki ities, as is shown by 

taxes wore fof the ‘Turkish authorities, as is. by 

Ae TaLseiadt bedcentn iho Gh poniesiont aang bona #hien! fol eu year Hed 
Gant)? 


eovipt for £1. 7 ‘in Guiverguiz of Bayat as a tithe on vine. 
sah Mckhudan native of Bren oum, farmer of the tithes of the village of 
diated! 4th Toshrini: Eval, 1829, 


Abmed-1 i i ial to Guiver guiz of 
teude | he tithes in Kaladjik 
v2) was 3 
4, Miroe cortificates digted 1336, written on ps Ted 

i i : k fying 
ilwway committer with the sr number, signed by M rtifying 
THUSeRR Aa wae Ae Heat ned Legdliece AM aitCatR of the vi Sulduz, 
Ik worthy of note that inthe ortifente in question, th 
‘kaze of the Turkish Kekkiari sanjak. ae 
ieee cuipts (1326) or the taxes levied on the sheep specified in the above- 
pntioned certificates, the amo 4 pinstres per sheep. 


‘ere, moreover, shown similar documents in many Y 
(Khoi), Susmeuova (Sonal), Ke, and wero informed further that collections, both in 
Toney aud: grain, were 0 nally the Turkish authoritis the construc 
tion bf schonlehouses, barracks (vite 6), for the Turkish fleet, and more 
recontly for sufferers from the fire at Ck nople. n 
aay Mf tle Thea Adminietration—Tho ature whieh ci 
impressed Ataell on iis iu conection with the administration of the newly oscupie 


* uch ually those documents may seve to ai how lati ao the limits set to ther onercachisonta 
AUG eLetters ba ante gc DSS woe only Bak cect pwd bY Gina the left (northern) 
nko the aranluz Kivu have yet levied taaes in the adjcedtsilages of Hayat (oear Saas) Scr on 
tecaing a suri gestions 


districts was its entire inadequacy to deal with the numerous questions affecting the 
welfare of the population, a fuct which the Turkish officials themselves in their various 
conversations with us were the first to admit. (Vide Dinry No. 7. 

Except for the kaimakams, who are frequently absent from their posts, we found 
the work entrusted to men with no previous experience of administration, and in am 
case entirely incompetent to unravel intricate questions affecting the tenure of land. 
Certain of thao offcale (ag at Intisa) were. evan. ignneaut of the extent ot territory 
under their jurisdiction, while lange districts, such as Mengever, Baradost, and Somat 
were left without any government at all, We heard complaints of the expouse entailed 
upon Turkey by the occupation of the country, and it is possible that the inadequacy of 
the administrative stall above referred to tna, perhaps, be due to motives of economy. 
We may mention as an instance of the confusion arising from the above state of affairs 
that we both saw and frequently heard of certifieates which had been issued in contra- 
diction with others of an earlier date, or with those emanating from other officials 
(Kara-gwez, Agha Khan's villages, &c.). Charges of venality against cortain of the 

F were not entirely wanting, und it was, in fuet, stated to us by the population 
that, from an administrative point of view, there was very little difference between, the 
present rime and that formerly in force uuder the Persia 

It is, however, an incontestable merit of the Turkish administration that it has 

roduced a gertain amount of onder among the Kurds, but it should not bo fongotten 
that, the predatory instincts of the latter still find an outlet on the neighbourin 
Persian teritory (of out telegram respecting Maf-Kendi, and the evidence Chiat 
by us in Kengerlu, Ryzyldja, &c.) 

Moreover, even within the neutral zone, we saw certain villages (Gaplasan, Khané, 
Binar) which had undoubtedly beon destroyed sino the time of the ‘Turkish, occupa, 
tion, and were ourselves witnesses to the fuct thatin petty warfare was going on between 
Gitain of the Mergever lnndowuers (Dinry No, 0), It is true that villages such, a8 
Mavana ond those of Baranduz have been’ delivered from the fear of Kurdish raids, 
but they still run the risk of being appropriated by some now-comer or other from 
fitside (oide Diary No, 6), and in Baranduz awe even governud by a notorious Kuda 
brigand. 

‘Turkish Policy in the Occupied Districts.—The inadequacy of the exiatin 
administrative staff together with the exceptional nature of the: prevent. position, of 
tho Turks has necessitated the adoption by them of a special polloy in the occupied 
territory. In this respect, however, a distinction must he made between the districts 

to Persian landowners ot inliabited by Shinhs (Sulduz, Baranduy, Salmas) and 
eld by the Ashiret Kurds (Shekkaks, Billasses, Mukris, &). 

Undermmining the Power of the Aghas—In th former of these two categories the 
agrarian policy of the Turks is nininly divested towatds the undermiuing of the poser 

by the landowners while under the Persians, and the emancipation of the 
1 intention evidently being to create a new class of population to which 
return to tho old régine.sbeuld. Ue repugnant, We hove mented 
introduced by Ahmed Refik Bey in Sulduz, abolishing the privileges of 

Aglias, and establishing equality of treatment between the Agha and the 

"—an idlea which, however, equitable in itself, and in accord with modern 
‘oncies—is most. revolutionary to a people accustomed to the ancient. patsiarobal 
system 

 Karapapakh Aghas of Sulduz are, in fhot, the only body stil 

ng with the necessary cohesion to oppose, with any chance of success, the 

final incorporation of the country by tie Turkish Government, as the latter, in ether 

Aistricts, sich as Haranduz and’ Sabnas, have had wo difficulty in displacing those of 

Azhas who were of Persian nationality or of Persian proclivities, while every effort 

is still being: mado to exslade frm the ‘occupied districts any influence which might 
be exerted by the proprietors, past or present, now living on Persian soil, 

Uneertainty and Confusion in the Tenure of Land—It would searcely be an 

uxgeration to say that owing to the arbitrary, methowls adopted by tho Turks in 
summarily dispossessing such of the landed proprietors as may bo obnoxious to thenn, 
the greatest uncertainty and confusion has been introduced into. the question of land 
tenure, in one case a whole district (Deshtebil) having been handed over by then, 10 
Jfersons who have no right whatever to it, Even in eases whero the former proprictons 
ve been left in possession of their villages the inhabitants—though the dues have 
wrywhere been reduced to one-tenth of the crop—have been placid in a position to 
Tay to the former as much or as little as they choose (vide aud Anzal and Salmas) while 


the Pretensfns and encroachments of Turkish partisana inersed to such an extent 
1586) 





ssi i ‘ion, found himself 

that Almod Tele Bay sent ubsayuently on a mission of inspection, eppalee 

obfgl to restoro many’ of theo villages fo their formes owners though, i Dethats 

Hay neesssiry to, say, 16, compensation was offered. to the latter fon the lus 

ailed upon thie by the illegal seizure of their property to tan 
py i mae had undoubtedly been a party (vide sub Golga Tepé, 
see it ded by the Turkish 
sheikh Abdul-Kadiv.-- Very different is the treatment acco th 

eee ee nin Vs attachment to their eause thoy fel they can rely 
oa is furnished by the exceptional postion enjoy 

nainan. (or Nawwehia), who has been permitted to 

esht, Tergever, and Baradost held 

khan and Mejdus-Saltang. The 


in 1881), 
exeopt for the h he is ast 
‘which, owing to his influence aino 
vow the. nephew of Sheikh Abdul. Kadir Seyyid Tab, who, notithsand ig Pein 
exe No. 2), was for several mouths an inmate o ; 

Fe eee idations ir the, purchags or Teas from the Teal Kans of 
ee ilages belonging to them iu the zone now orcupied by the ark Tn this 
connection it may be mientioned that certain other ‘Turkish, subjects, such os 
Poter Ellow and his brother, togethor with a certain Dursun, Effend bined 
Ein (Diary, No. 9), ar) algo endaasoasing to. obtain Taal a 

ri which, heir efforts should prove successful, pine 
See etal, rove to be the forerunuor of further Turkish 
aone lian towards the Ashiret Kunla—tu the districts coming under the latter of the 
ent Aacltavereturred above, vi, these inhabited by’ an exclsi 
Kurdish and Sunni population, « poliey of 
by the Burks, ‘ho alliance of all Kuss 
oi behalf of tie Ottoman Government at the last frontion : 
thy rks viewing {half oven hose living ue Persian Cals the Tight 
hiture subjects, apply somewhat more conciliator e ly Sat 
ah Gea ite bus he annepeenee enjyel by the hatter under 
tho Persians, is wholly: incompatible with the Turkish tende ntiation, ad 
4s the Turkish authorities are well neni ihe pre crak pe 
veakor rule of the Persians, as cusuring to them piviegos i in been the 
rot th frm to replete latter by men who owe thet rise to tho 1 1 of 


ak of ths tubativtion of Risa Khan 
Y K Mangur for Bapit Agha, and of the rivalry kept 
hol een Menushewhich, wo have since been 
HLiNG a parties concerted, In all this there is, 
of course, 0 2 Pareans 
chi less cen ii with regard to the chie! f 
NATUAGSR SIE oe Pa Kind which we havo already quoted ("The 
re 10) mi of.) A ready pretest for intervention is always at hon ih the 
A AE ttle mnt Ron ns nig met nis 
and \ ithesses in 'Turdjan (Mukri) of the use sade by tl 
the opportunity thus afforded them, : ine 
‘"Dekhalets.’—Spoeial mention must be made of “de i 

sil Ftvoul bo dial to fd pra! in ay other egal wh consis a 
‘v doclaration amule by single persons, or by a eommunity, to the effect that being 
discatistied with their present’ condition, they request Turkey to agcep a8 
ae yaad Cae hen rake on, sit must eases these" dekhalet: ed th 

soldiers appearing inthe sBle of 
Kooschichi, wh : . very often sicceeded in 
eal ponent were otirselves witnesses 
Peete ale Ty single persons and 
sae ath ‘Turkish authorities, im some cases as ut Turdjan, 
Hox dis yargowa oF istane, {U other members of the family, or a8 at 
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Kamgwez, Beyram, &e., to get possession of a village, 
ve offered € the’ Turks by thea bane solely 
advantages and privileges for themselves, ‘It wus by means such as these that 
enterprising: subordinates at a very early period succeeded in curtailing Persian territory, 
and it is to their activity that the well-informed person whom we met in Urine 
(Diary No. 7) was referring, 

Perhaps the most striking proofof the indiscriminate way in which these “ dekhulets” 
were collected is furnished by the vast number (exceeding 350) of these documenta 
belonging to the notorious Peter Ellow, which we had an opportunity. of inspecting in 

his quite unknown 


Urmin. “Many of them are written in good Ottoman Turkish, wh 

to the Urmin population ; others are druwn up in stereotyped’ Persian form, white only 
signatures vary, the “ dekhalets” themselves. being given by representatives of the 

leading. families, clergy, and merchants of Urmia, hy Persian ladies and by Sunni 

villages, &e. Copies certified by ourselves are now 


i 4 our possession, Among oth 
villages visited by us in the plain of Urinia was that of Miava, which has a eorta 


importanee, as being situated close to the Ianding-plice on the lake where passengers 
take the steamer on their way from Urmia to Tabreez, and whieh, it was roportod to 
us, had given ‘*dekhalet," the details concerning which ‘will be found in Diaty No. 8, 
Another village which, though not in the occupied zone, i said to be enjoying Ottoman 
proteotion in Bulow (north of Ur a) where Sheikh Abstul-Kadir stayed on iy way 
from Constantinople to his village of Razhan (in Desht). 

Tt is not unreasomuble to suppose that these “delbalets” and subscription lista 
may at some later date be produced as serving to establish their rights over 
certain localities, as has already happened in the ease of similar documents obtained by 

hay who, in his book, even quotes as proofs mazbatas’” obtained by. hith 


from the disteiots under ‘Turkish administratiom, (Dervish Pasha’ book, pp. 50, 184, 


Whole districts, such as Bang, 
in the hope of procuring certain 


frontier, 
allegiance from the 
ny Desh we vers informed that 

nustantinople by Behdjet Bey, wh 
insisted on its being signed by the local Kurds Cee 
Te would certainly seem as if all these documents have been prepared for tho 
express purpose of serving as a tmeans of refutation of any report which should bo 

furnished by us, 


i8. The Sentiments of the Population. 

Unpopularity of the Turks—The fuct that. the 
the people whom we met on the of in 
interpreter enabled us to tak nents 
entertained by 


, Desht, 
the above 
+, as well as in those of Alan, Lahidjan, &., and the messages acoretly 
ed to us during our joumey—leave no room’ for doubt. on our part that they 
{ fecling with regan to the new régime, especially among, tho faudlal Aghas and 
pue of general discontent, Aswehaye already pointed out, the reason 
j,cliscontent is to be found in the lovelling tendeney of the Turkish ayste 
nistration, which is obviously hostile to the existence of a powerful el 





56 


he ashiret posed to casants (“rayets”), Moreover, the very summary 
Oe ee bos applied fa bur presence by one of the officers of our escort to ihe 
proprietor of Narziva (Diary No, 6) tend to alienate still more the sympathies of the 


‘Aghas from the Turks, ees 
Ae et iamne—With the exception of the Turkish emissaries (mls, 


i e crowds who greeted 

livikh Abdul-Kadir’s men, the teachers, €c.), and possibly of the crowds who 
aa antous pont with orien of © Long live the Sultan!” and who, it secmal evident 
to ud Len brought there unde ovtidepresues ( the remark of the kainalan 
in Bang (Diary No. 4) the Karapapakhs! petition, &e), we met ery few people wh 
resid Uhemvelven as fully satiated with the Turks chief among these were Baiz 
Mangar and the brothers Riza Khan and Mustapha: Khan Zerza, of whom the 

r hai reeeived a pension, decoration, and the headship over, the Mangurs, while 

the latte, av already stated, bad hen. allowed to seize Deshtebil," Hamzé Seman, of 
the Mnashes, whoin we ourselves did nok meet, may, aesording to what was reported 
to us, also bo added to thelist of strong Turkish partisans. All other Kurdish chiefs 

soomed to us to adopt an attitude of resignation towards the new régime, and at bes 
rv 


promises 
inte 


1 
‘ourselves could pecasionally po 
thin our ‘Turkish companions. 


srvations with regard to the Christian 
population is that ninunity now enjoyed by the latter 
Beata rtd thi: Ne oof this iinmunity be guaranteed 
to thon, would profer by far the rule of the Persians to that of the y had, 
they said, been able to aecustom themselves to the habits and ways of th 1, who, 
according to them, were less fanatical. a. 
bah ere vwrsonal observation testify to the fact that those of the villages in 
the Salinas and Urimia plains whieh are out of reach of Kurdish depredations, whether 
Delonging to Armeniaus or Nestovians, have attained a high degree of prosperity. 


7. Ultimate object of the Turkish Eneroachments. 


Realisation of Historical Rights.—'The frontier question has now been in existence 
for nals WO yea the ofect of he repent. aguromione of th ‘Turks gs haw 
always been openly avowed by them, to make good their asserted rights, which they 
vould vive out as historical, to the districts in dispute. ‘The limits of their present 

fon cule in. gouetal Hines with the claims put firwarl i Dervis, Pasha's 
litical report. printed. in Constantinople in 1286 a.tt., though even these have heen 
ee eble exteed hy the resent fatvance (eide map aunexed), Actually Gentra 
Muli Kurdistan, the villyges in the immediate neighbourbood of Soujboulak, and the 
whole of Sulduzare in Turkish ogcupation, while, even aecording to Dervish Pasha, 
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the boundary would pass by the mountains (Kurtele, fe) overlooking the left bank of 
the Kialoo and by the ‘Meidan Paso, dividing Soujboulak from Pasyé, Sulduz being 
recognised to be a Persian possession (op. cif. p. 83). ‘The clims advanced by Zeki 
Pasha didnot exoced these limits, but Tahir Posha, by whom he waa aucceded, 
enlarged the borders of Turkish pretensions by the inclusion of the whole of the 
territory lying west of the Djaghatu River, i.e, Soujboulak, as well as the distriots of 

iia ail Khrihoré,togetlor with the outlet of the Barandue into. the lake (the 

ish Memorandum of 2nd Tammuz, 1908, Urmia), 

We have already given the line of the ‘Turkish occupation as it now exists, but it 
should be allded that, in addition to Soujboulak, Sakkiz, and Kkorkhoré, a claim on the 
whole of Lower Anzal (including Kooshehi, &e.), the realisution of which ig still being 

el, has, since the time of Dervish Pasha, never ceased to be made, 

Such are the admitted limits of the territorial expansion set before themselves by 

‘urks, which, should they be realised, would effect a total change in the position, 
both strategic and economic, of the Azerbaijan provinee. 

Assistance to Persia.—The Turks are wont to represent their advance in Western 
Azerbaijan us a friendly act to the Persians, who woul otlierwiae Io unablo to keop the 
Kurd 1 crisis through which their country ig now passing. 
‘This explanati Teaven entirely ont. of sight tho fact that. the fsb 
appearance of the Ottoman troops in Pasvé, closely following on the Russo-Japanese 
war, preceded by a considerable interval the beginning of the national movement in 
Persia. 

Protection to the Kurds.—We have had occasion to allude to the pretension that all 
Kurds belonged to Turkey—a theory supported by Tahir Pasha at the Ui 
Commission, and it may be added that Yaver Pasha, on his first arrival in Torgev 
explained in « letter addressed to the Russian vice-consul in, Uninin that his presence in 
that district was due to the necessity of affording protection to the Kurds, who had 
been obliged to fly to the mountains for fear of n persecution, It is, however, 

that Turkish intervention in the mountainous districts of Urmia should 
it when an expedition under Medjdus-Saltand. was 

sent by the Persian Government: to establish some sort of order on. tho fro 
to punish those Kurds for the depredations committed by them in the plains, As a 
euttosity, the answer, suid to have been given by Yayer Pasha to the Nestorian doctor 
sent by Medjdus-Saltané to parley with the “Turkish commander, may, perhaps, be 
Tie latter—Abdal Hamid being thon Sullan—informed he eu nger that 
“gard MedjdusSultané as a properly quolified representative of the 
Persian expeliton having been isputsted by ex sijuinut epresenting 

opposed to the Shab, 

Base against Rusaia.—Whatever mai the Turks to 
weonnt for their original advance, the di by the Persiana 
and Kurds, who frequent contact with Ottoman officials, and the impression 
left on is by our conversations with the more outspoken of the latter, leave no 

toon for doubt that the true considerations which determined the 
Wery strutegical, and that the advance itself is directed, not 80 inuch 
tn weak Persia, as against the latter's northern neighbour especiall 
sunpletion of the railway to Djoulf and the road to ‘Tabreca, ‘Though it was not 
ied thot the Russian detachment hud been dispatched to Tabreex lon 
‘ish ad had begun, and that the latter city was still, being 
was maintained at least by one prominent Turkish official thut, 
were it even possible for the Turks to withdraw from the neutral zone, they. would 
refuse to do so until the Russian troops had been recalled, 
feantages a 


ig to 
ro rich and extensive Urinia and 


F sin, but being situated, as they are, between 
poitions why occupied territory thrust forward as wedges, are now entirely 
at then Ottomans, Moreover, in addition to the line of communication by 
Sert, the now acquired a second one, bringing the IVth and the VIth Army 
Corps into touch with each oth there are no natural difficulties in the unbroken 
valley of the ¢ the upper part of which, Ushnu, is occupied by a detachinent 
of the former corps, while the forces drawn from the latter (the Vith) are quattered 


* Over Kani-resh Pass and Serdesht or over Zinwi-Sheikh Pase and Labidjan, 


[1s36) Q 





8. 


in Sulduz, situated lower down the stream. From Lahidjan northwards the country 
conoits of tumerius plaine runuing into each other, united by easy postes now it 
Turkish possession, We have already alluded to the great importance of the new 
districts (espevilly Sulduz and Barsuduz) viewed as o base for supplies) which, we 
Wore informed, were searce in the adjoining Turkish districts (eg, Gaver), and the 
fact that all the salt for the Turkish frontier is provided by the villages on the Urmia 
w isnot entirely without significance. a 
rate Hrisgnenef te Contention of 1889.—It is no doubt ten to a certain extont 
that the construction by the Persians of a new eustom-house in Lahidjan (see Annexes to 
Diary No, 6), ul some few similar incidents, may have been regarded by the Ottomans 
a ai infingement of article 4 of the statue quo convention of 1860, but, if thi is 
50, und if the convention in question is still in foree, how much less justifieation is there 
for the proceedings of the Turks, who, by building barracks and levying taxes, even 
the, districts outside the neutral zone, have completely disregarded its. provisions. 
in their endeavour to secure a frontier corresponding only to the arbitrary views 
‘enunciated by successive Turkish commissioners. Eee 


V. MINORSKY. 
Tabrees Novembor 8 (16), 1911. 


Annexe 1 to Joint Report, 


‘Translation of the Report of the Governor-General of Urmia to the Persian Foreign 
ohn Oi ied Sh Shepet, 1988 (October 15 (28), 1910), No. 313. 


ccived your telegeam, ‘The telegram T have sent in answer to Ismail Agha's 
inserted herewith :— 


ad the letter of the Kutmakam of the Mahmudi kuz, you have sent me. In 
answer you have to warn him that: he will meet with a severe repulye should he 
trespass on Persian territory, as the Persian Goverument are giving you their support 


14 franter urd aud at maintaining all thes forces for auch. an eventuality, He 


. sliver it upto the Persian 
Knows very well that he has to evacunte Chehrik and to deliver it up to t 
nuthorities; he therfore promises you the goveriorship of that district in order to 
tas Hsin allogianoe.” Also plewe tell him that, any: one of hs su 
arf will make the necessary enuiies ant 
cae of finding it just, will recover ‘amount over, but if the 
Tont gayi not dad Mnuatep this pretext, Such claims can be settled by 
frontien commissioners and not by improper If he doe n to you resist 
hin. Bein nibs will Tee sein 


the despatch of this telegram Tamail Agha hus sent another letter written 
AeZeky Kutta of Nanna to 8 they have trans- 
iwrewvithy :— 


consideration the letter you have sent through Dervish 3 

Rival (Lc anientanly hoe w the faithful ps 
whi fi [first mage to you, and Tau frm y sincerity. Do not 
fisten to the words of this mai and that man, please con see me. After 
avin had a talk togethior 40, nd it aot, tothy Val and obtain a. 

ribo of hone and the governorship of Somat ; Kot 
Tf there be el inst you on the part 

rundestake to be responsthle, render of K I 
If you Tike nothing, wil 
weit you, By the 1 iy wish is to 
One eA apaeund iotsraoade i £ Koran and 
the Prophet as witness tliat T shill keep oly to my word and that, in spite of 
thy other tribes, I will exalt and make you e1 , Otherwise uu uiust know that 
ontors ftom both Governments are iow ix my hands and that 1 shall destroy you in 
fonir hours, even if yout should tly to the gates of Tubreez, It is always possible to 
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seize you. Being a Mussulman you should not bring a tribe to ruin, Notwithstanding 
all past erimes or acousations undertake that nothing shall happen to you. You > 
shall be exalted from the beginning but you must surrender Kotur. Tn addition to 
what I have promised I have given you asa security the unity of God and his sacred 
book. It is advisable for you to come and see me, May you not believe the words of 
enemies, T am waiting that you should soon inform me in writing of your eoming ; if you 
do not it will be no fault of mine, 1 have. written by way of feidship and sinearty. 
Tam avaiting your reply and I need insist no further, Ifyou do not trust me T shall 
seal the Koran if you do, waite an answer." 


Annexe 2 to Joint Report, 


Translation of the Letter of the Urmia Kargusar to the Ottoman Consulate in that 
Town, dated 27 Djemadius-sani, 1329 (June 25, 1911), No. 396, 


Until now my letter respecting the prolonged stay of Seyyid Taha 

has remained unanswered, According to rumours current among the population Sey 
‘Taha has the intention of leasing lands and villages, occupied and unocoupi 
proceedings of his have no validity, and, unless he has a permission from Persia, all his 
acts in connection with such leases will be null and void, If he enters into an 


contract with Persian landowners and proprietors, these contracts will be devoid ot 
credit, 





(1955) No, 102, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Roceived January 15, 1912.) 
(No. 249.) 
Sir, Tehran, Decomber 21, 1911, 
MY telegram Ni that Mr, Shust 

to engage three Americans with 

treasury gendarmerie. 

Merrill was th 


‘Tho other two arrived a few 
1am told that they both have had 
in the Philippines, but that Major 


wgation to bo admirably snited for the task 
to carry out, but the departure of Mr. Shuster will no doubt, make 
it dificult for them and the other Americans, of whom there are now altogothivt fifteon 
in Tehran at present, to stay, 
Lhave, &e, 
G, BAROLAY, 





(1956) No. 103, 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived January 15, 
(No. 250.) 3 sf late 
Tehiran, December 24, 1911. 

TT would servo no useful purpose for me to attempt to give’ a detailed aeeount of 

mnewhat ewildering phases of the situation since the presentation of the second. 

ultimatum on the 20th November, but a brief review anay be of interest 

From the first the Regent and the Cabinet were unsparing in their efforts to indues 
{Ue Medjliss to realise the wisdom of submitting, but for three weeks these efforts, 
counteracted as they were by great clerical «ind popular agitation, encouraged hy the 
Democrat party, seemed doomed to failure. In the hope of gaining thy confidence of 
the Medjliss sufficiently for it 10 give the Cabinet full powers to settle with Russia, 


* Ley by the Turks, 





Samsom-eeSultanch had introduced into his Ministry as Ministers of Finance and 
Tuterior re 

democratic 

the Cabi 

recal 


Sil ns, ad ak one, cont 
inflienco into the sales on the side. duces suite 
sor ie Calta eaupportersin thod\ elie toesicyinleaving that A seul 
without a quorin, Some twenty mem a suicient auiober forthe purpose had 
ant rte ut for some reasor wsibly from fear of the consequences: 
Fre a taae here ithe ernmertante meters eine Cec onal 
ee ei : 1 for a few days at Resht, had 
faanwhile, the Russian troops, after stopping for a {Rest bad 
TyGveal CLIKCuaHG rue uarTeee SOLU na 4,000 sere concentrated. ‘The day (the 
DISC Deceinber) on which they were to Login theiradyanee on Tehran, if the Persian 
Goyerument liad not by then submitted, was approach 
chief of tho staf had come to Tehran to make 
for tho wrrival of the troops aN 
eat 20K how et things tok a ore favourable torn, ithecing 
lent that the Medjliss find come to a snore reasonable. w rae 
Hee ere TAI THR CUS resnoualsiiy oSelli ng. rida isan to Maier 
Of ie Regent, His Highness, hearing of th sumone thy eng dpatien 
1o tho Palneo, auilstold the ia yas alkogsbe f Fae eae 
«wore as 19 the newessity of submission, sud late in tho evening the Medjlis ace 
HAGE Eliuseent rice aud CNET EG JI sea lag 
he yt of full powers, and wh on tha nitive Anite (0. pass foven| or li 
TOES Oar RR ORTaL CHO e ALOE AELCE Ne Mea ih goon eels alr t0 
pit their nunex to a:proposal whieh the hound to lead to the ceoptanes of the 
Treo Itnssian demands. ‘These deputies, however, by the 20th seemed to have plucked 
2} their eowraje, and tho Medjlise voted! by a, mnjority of {o 19 dat comin 
Ub live should be'appointed and exmpowered in consultation with the Cabinet to comie to 
SA aHuRE SOR Ga mittee was appointed, the principal member being 
Sardar Avsid, nd ata mecting with the Cabinet om the 2st instant at the Palace, 
junlor the presidency of the Regent, the connnittee, under the strongest pressure from 
Sirday Axai—an Vopr iy conversation with w incuber of the Russian Legation 
eaorihed hy eNGlOM pistols at their leads vie consent to th 
mient's accepting the Russian demands, M.Poklewski \was informed of this ve 
a i R braission ia, a note. 
Sono delay oconrred in recording the Persitn submission in a note. 
Tui eae ier AC Puklee Ges Lon Wie TeHh tank aldcane inate ee 
Hore Airs that sujet ty tne Denis ote a provost the 
‘of the troops would hegin as soon as: the vi iv 
SAREE HRP RT ta TNR ‘as Tegurds the drafting of the note, which 
nuded over two days, the Minister for Foreign Affairs pressed him very: hard to 
seul to its recording Kossian wnertaking in sneqnivacal terms that the troops 
Seoul bus tantuodncelyseittident Gnd io Sees deriaondsput forma This Pablo 
Truly refiied to permit, explaining that ho was, ot empowered’ to. sayy ian he 
PARA And EHGalige Hee Minuer toe Foresgae ss fale al BL obtem ski were 
HAT teeunstetu tise nald eal Reena TRIE Co the Russian Legation this 
orngatl, Mh, Pokowaki immediately teplied iltelaring his Government satis, 
‘Translations of the two notes are enclosed herewith. ‘ 
Will be notieed that the secoud eanand, as recorded in these two notes, 
Se Ce a RoR ER Ue S fae Fursign  Allaira oalthe 18th Decerabers 
‘Wake sinendneot suggested by wd to by M. Sizonow, | 
mM Sin angoush ith the exchange of notes the Government have taken what is 
hoped nay: prove effectual steps to prevent the onthirst of indignation which was to be 
expected from the Demoerat party i the the tue of wating Tera 
that a large wiecting of all classes Paco this aferoon, where the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, speaking, i 1, for the Regent, nen 
dissolution of the Medjliss, which, he sid, liad impeded the task of Government both 
jn foreign relations and in internal administration, No opposition was offered. The 
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Regent immediately issued a decreo, 
that Yeprem, chief of police, 
building were invited to leave. 
closed, 


declaring the present session closed, and I hear 
has sent a force to occupy the Medjliss. ‘Those in the 
No resistance was offered, and the gates are now 


Thaye, &e. 
G, BARCLAY, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 103, 


Vosuk-ed-Dowleh to M. Poklewshi. 
(Translation.) 
Your Excellency, Teliran, Decomber 24, 1911. 
IN answer to your Excellency’s note of the 20th November, I havo the honour’ to 
say that the Persian Government have always been desirous of safeguarding their ood 
relations and friendly intercourse with the Russian Government, aud havo on many 
is proved their good intentions in the prevention of difiiculties and incidents 
which might injure the friendly relations between the two Governments, On this 
eccasion also in order that their former policy and line of conduct should inno way be 
modified ; in order that the historical friendly relations between the two Coveraments, 
which date from long years back, aud are much prized: by both sides, should ot be 
shakon ; and so that overy kind of cause of complaint and indifferones on the part of 
the Russian Government should be removed as indicated at. tho end of the note, the 
Persian Government consequently have accepted the three demands laid down in tho 


note above referred to, and have dismissed Mr. Shuster and Mr. Lecoffre from 
the Persian servi 


0. 

With regard ich required that 
the Persian Gove ke servieo 
under the Per 


Legati 

in view of the ith the 

n future, when engaging 

r necessary for the organisation of 

their choice will not be such as to 

injuro the just interests of the two Governments in Persia, Consequently, regarding 

the engagement of foreign employés and officers, the Persian Governnient willl be 

repared to effect an exchange of views beforehand with the Russian and British 
‘gations at Teliran in onder that an agreement should he arrived at.” 

Iv is clear that, as stated in your note, after the acceptance of these demands of 
the Russian Government, the Persian Govornment are justified in their certitude that 
the causes of the principal differences between the two Governments have. boon 
reinoved, and that a basis has been formed upon which to build up cordial relations 
and a firm friendship. ‘They are also justified in the certainty that, after the 
acceptance of the above demands, tho relations between the two Governments will 
Feturn to couslitions more favourable than heretofore, and before the conditions had 
been considered. And the result of the steps which tho Russian Govern 
it necessary to take in order to bring about the fullilment of those du 
immediately he put an end to, and that the hopes of 
to tho absolute good-will of the Imperial Government will bo completely con 


Tavail, &e, 
VOSUK-ED-DOWLEH, 


———eeE 
Enclosure 2 in No. 103, 


M. Poklewski to Vosul-ed-Dowleh. 

(Translation.) 

Your Excellency, December 24, 1911, 
THAVE noted with great: satisfaction the contents of your Excellency’s note of 

to-day’s date, that the Persian Goverument, in view of iheir friendly sentiments 

towards the Imperial Russian Government, have decided to accept tho demands of the 

Russian Government. made ia my note, 


a ies Government are desirous of proving their good-will towards the 
1536, 
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‘The arrival of Russian troops at Enzeli was as follows 


Soreae cu tse MO/atatey(aclaiig sont engin 
d ‘co ita 
ito Couacks ; 
Tebarlery 4 gus 6mcSon gue 
100 Cowscke = 
Hip alery gums 
700 infantry. 
Cie ees 
(eure Fe 


In addition, several small parties Ianded on dates His Majesty's vice-consul at 
Tesht has not been able to uscertain, bringing the total to 4.500, with 8 guns aud 
10 machine-guns, 

iis idhctay batonglito Ge 


akhinski and Salianski Regimer 
‘and the Cossacks to the Labine eae 


December é 
fares With & guns and 


de oe 3 10 machine-guns, 
Date not reported 


viee-consul reports a Russian officer wos 
‘anil about forty. wounded. 


Meshed, 


General of Khorassn, arrived on the 15th 
tion hy all classes 
Mobs 
ipt noways, sent against them from ‘ 
the country as they: go, aud robberies are of frequent ooonrren 
On tlie 2b November 400 of the 's followers took Shahrud, and on the 
somber Danughat was: also occupied, 
Inoty tineexpired men of the Russian consular guard were relieved by a similar 
on the Lith November, 4 
The Central Governn 
which the Bi |. 
On the 28th ox His Majesty's consul-general telegraphed that, owing to 
cl of the Moharter, and to the rumour that SalaredeDowleh fad taken 
pulation was ariningeand the situati 
ttor consul colleague, asked 
Tie matter was referred to thy nister at ‘Tohru 
patel of 100 Coasiteks, 
On the 12th December His Majesty's consul 
was better, and a sotnia of Cossacks was due shortly. 


» Nishapur from Khorasan, to 


Tapahan, 


‘Mho discontent and distress in the tow r < conti crease, 


‘Tho environs sare subj : transport of grain 
into the town, ‘The governor is selling his own p best pole tals, 
and it is not to his interest to put a stop to the 

ax. Ashjo’s saiministeation is most y, trade is almost at » standstill 
tH the increasing inseourity of the roads, anil tho condition of the province is 
rapidly becoming worse, His Majesty's. © neral reports that. Sardar. Aghfa's 
thdiawal is imminent, aud the Bakhtivris say at Tehran that they intend to replace 
cousin, Sardar Zafar, 
squadron of Indian cavalry under Captain Eekford arrived at Ispahan on the 
Ath December. 
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On the 29th November a caravan preceding the squadron of Indian eavalry, en 
route to Tspahan, was attacked by robbers. The robbers were repulsed by the cavalry, 
the Resaldar Major being wounded, 


Reports of general insecurity in the district ana ill-treatment of Parsees in the 
town continue. “The state of trade in the district is very unsatisfactory. 

Amit Azam, the new Governor of Kerman, made no attempt while at Yezi to 
improve the condition of the town or district. 


Shiraz, 


to the presence of the Indian cavalry at Shiraz the Mullahs attempted to 
stir up. anticforeign feeling, and instigated a boycott of Russian and British goods, 
‘They also induced the merchants in the bazaars to refrain from selling food-sbulfs to 
the troops. On the 18th December, the supply officer was met with a definite refusal 
to sell. ‘The matter was referred to Tehran and the Foreign Offiee, In pursuance 
of the instructions of His Majesty’s Government. the supply offioor was dirvcted to 
use foree, if necessary, in order to obtain such provisions as he required, ‘This was doue 
td i tnssut owiltad ‘he Doyoote wav shorly atlerwacda puv an end'te, ar anes 
then there has been no trouble in obtaining’ provisions for tho troops. 
On the 24th December, news arrived from Shiraz that the Indian cavalry escort 
ging to meet Mr. Smart wis fred on by road-guaris near Kazsroun, One svar vas 
illed. 


Seistan. 


His Majesty's consul reports that the advent of the cavalry reinforcements for the 
southern consulates has had an excellent effect on the local officials, and that the state 
Of the province is quiet, 


‘The new governor, Am od at Kerman, 

Baluchis are still in the » hood of Bam, 

i in the majority at Kermanshah, Mohitashem-ed- 
covernor, left for Bagdad towards the end of October, Sular-ed-Dowleh 
appointed Ferrukh Khan to suceeed hin, 

Ferrukh Khan was not able to maintain order, and on the 27th November, His 
Majesty's consul reported that general pillaging in the'town was, probable, 

Tarly in. Decenber, AvameedDoiloh, tha ropivminvative.of tho) Persian’ Govern: 
ment, arrived, and fighting commenced between his followers and those of Ferrukh 
Khan. On the 14th December, His Majesty's consul reported that the town was 
quiet, 

Hi Balur-al-Doweh arrived on the 16th Deowliry with small fare, 


Mohammeral. 


‘The sheikh is attempting to bring Nizam-es-Sultanch to Mohammeral by sea, aud 
is rvported to be succeeding in his object. 
izam-es-Sultanch was formerly Governor-General of Fars, His estates were 

confiscated hy the Persian Government on his dismissal last September, 

‘The sheikh has invoked the good offices of His Majesty's Minister for Nizamn-es- 
Sultanch to obtain mitig ition, His Majesty's Minister is doing what hv ean, 

W. M. FORDHAM, Captain, 
ilitary Attaché, 





[1836] 
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(1958) No. 105. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 15, 1912. 
(No. 252.) 
Sir, ree Tehran, December 24, 1911. 
WITT roference to my despatch No. 22 of the 27th November respecting the 
State of the southern roads, I have the Honour to state that the usual weekly reporis 
from His Majesty’s consul-gencral at Isfalian have not reached me this month, owing 
no doubt to the disorganised stato of the postal service, ‘The Indo-European Telegraph 
Department received an imation dated the 8th October from their agent at Shiraz, 
to tho effect that the Dehbid section of the road to Tsfahan was being held by robbers, 
and that the muleteers refused to accompany inspectors of the line. ‘There was little 
prospect of the condition of the road becoming more satisfactory in the near future. 
A robbery on the Ahwaz rond of twelve eases of opium was reported as having 
taken placo on the rd December, and His Majesty's consul at Bunder Abbas 
telegraphed on the 22nd De was robbed about sixteen miles 
from Bunder Abbas, and that about 200k worth is ty was carried off. 
have, &. 


G, BARCLAY, 





[1960] No. 106. 


Sir G, Bavelay to Sir Edvard Grey.— (Received January 15, 1912.) 
(No. 254.) 
Bir a eliran, December 27, 1911. 
WITH roferenoo to my telogram No, 737 of the 24th instant, Lhave the honour 
to forward herewith copy of a protocol signed here by the Persian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Ambassador for the composition of commission for the 
sottlen sian frontier question, 
h » be had to arbitration should the work of the 
ult in ogteemont within six months, The commission thus has 
three months longer for its work than was suggested in Septomber, 
Thave, &e. 
G, BARCLAY 


106, 
Protocol respecting Turco-Persian Frontier Question. 


iP jonverne 
tout sujet de controvers 
part, lo Ministre des Affaires. b 
Turquie 
délimitation de 
su les points sui 


‘autre part, I ssadeur de 
tions ot Ia procédure var Ta 
és délibérations, sont tombés accord 


conumission eomposée dun iombre dal de délégués do. part et dautre 
ovra so réunie dans Te plus bref délat possible A Constantinople, baat 


4, 2 Los déliuds des doy Gouvernements, munis de tous les documents et preuves 

A Yap, leurs réclamatio a'Gablie dans tin esprit de sincdre 

la ligne froutidre séparant les dens pays; apres. quoi_une commission 

nique ture sinpleient ’ appliquer sur place Ia délimitation définitive sur les 

Dases arrétdes pur les travaux de Ia premiiro con 
3, Les travanx de li Commission 


2 Constantinople auront 
du traite ¢ es 


. A jent pas d’accord sur 
Hiner ‘application de cortai au bout d'une période 
do six lations, pour solutionner complétement la question de Ia delimita- 
tion des frontitres, il est entendu que tous les points sur lesqu urait divergence 
ensemble & Ja Cour arbitralé de La Haye afin que la question entidre 

ent tranchée, 
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5, Ilva sans dire qu’aucune des deux partios ne pourra se. prévaloir de T'oeeupa- 
tion militaire des territoires en litige pour sien servir comme argument de droit, 


Fait en double et échangé en original entre les soussignés, agissant au nom do 


Jeurs Gouvernements: eRS ARG GOONER! 
4H. HASSIB. 
Ambassade ottomane, Téhéran, 
Te 21 décembre, 1911. 





[1961] No, 107. S 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived January 15, 1912.) 

gee) Teliran, December 30, 1911. 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 728 of the 2nd instant, [have the honour 
to forward to you herewith copy of a despatch which T have received from His 
Majsty' sin-snl tas, rporting on tho recont indents bi have oesure 
‘at that place and at Enzeli between tho Russian troops and the Persians. ? 

‘Towards the end of Mr. Rabino's despatch he states that tho Russians were said to 
have lost two men killed at Resht. He has subsequently corrected this statement, and 
now reports that no Russians were killed. 

Vhave, &o, 
G, BARCLAY. 


January 3—Sinee writing the above His Majesty's view-consul at Resht hax 
furnished me with another despatch on the same subject, copy of which I have the 
honour to forward herewith, at 


Enclosure in No. 107. 


Vico-Consul Rabino to Sir G. Barclay, 
No. 26.) 
in, Resht, December 23, 1911, 

ON Thursday, the 21st December, « Mohammadan Russian olficen with some men 
was sent from Kazian to Enzeli to induce the people to open the bazaars. He reached 
the Masjid Jamch where the people had congregated, and there also began to advise 
them to open the bazaars, Some one in the crowd made sn insulting remark, but » 
‘Yabroezi came forward and quieted the people. ‘Tho officer, however, started insultiny 
the prople (the usual insults current amung Mussulmans) when he was struck au 
slightly wounded in the face by a tile, 

He immediately ordered his men to fire on the crowd, nine mon fell dead and five 

re wounded, On. hearing the shots, large numbers of Russian soldiers erossed 
over to Enzeli aud occupied the city. ae 

Phe Russian consul at Resht was informed hy telephone that a Russiin officer had 
been Killed at’ Enzi 5 

‘Au incident of minor importanes had also taken place at Resht where Russian 
Cossacks, who were parading through the city, encountered the Talish sowars of Seyyid 
Ashraf, and the latter, refusing to give way, broke through the Cossack ranks, 

Ta the ferment cauned among the Russians by the tho sbovementionalinidanta 
inay safely he attributed the subsequent deplorable incident, ‘ ‘ 

In the afternoon Cossacks were again sent to parade the city of Resht. ‘The 
Ttussian consul with an escort of about. twenty-five men entered the city by a different 
route, and gi it to the n ng office (the other one is Russian) not 
‘only closed ity b iad the type thrown on the ground and trampled on by his 
Cossicks, and with his own hands destroyed some formes belonging to a bibliography of 
Gilan which f was having printed, 

He then drove towards the British vice-consulate, 

In the meanwhile, the Cossacks, who were parading the city, reached Government 
House, where, it is said, they dismounted, A shot is sild to have been fixed, by whom 
or whether at them or in the air, E have as yet been unable to ascertain, Some say the 
Cossacks wanted to disarm a policeman, who refused to hand over his rifle, and fired in 





«8 


is ef iment House, under 

he air; and others that the Talish sowars, who were near Governm , 

ee pres ear hey were on the point of being attacked by the Hs ae sete 

ai dpb aay to ani eene mace the Goverment lable, where the 
alien tvmataineieen iatie telegraph and post-offices, and on their leaving 

offices the firing became general. Wate ; Seiidaanenike 

Phe Russian consul, leaving the British vice-consulate, reached a: 
strat ee ie “tho ivi, Gimiogntert and etavied ehvalisg anyone pa ug 


the Maiden, 


‘The Russian cons 
x Cie late continued for som 
cease fire call was finally sounded, and the Ru 
consulate 
Possian Gi 


ants 


governor 
foo hy some 


hi wssicks, who, finding that 
ing in 


ion otis wate, 
i hy some that the Cossacks fired in the air, This is not the case, hose 
Hace lita niet pees ‘and the bullet marks on the walls are nearly 


aa RAAT RietNe aT raat ayete ote OR TAA aan Ppeciee killed, and 
ed arn erly al pare by, nt one 
EE AIG Gan GT ITE men, but T have no confitmation of this: 
‘They lost one horse, ; aed, ea a 
"What wv ents it is difficult to. say, but p cling 
Hela and Nejef; and also by the action of the Russiins, 
who debi te nye one illin tele power to hue the Foutings of tho population, 
Wo inay mention four instances of their action -— 


1. On the occasion of the Tsar's name-day eee Be ue ae paren 
illumination ssiun subjects in the bazaar, but this year all Russian subjects we 
TASER Hina th shops, and this, notwithstanding the fact that 
Ace aaih i ing for Aya Kaze Khorasani, the famous M 
"SHS eats rea tacaaRn em Hap flags tlying after the feast 

il fun het ice hy ? 
Sn ae ae frequently sent to parade the city i 
i, hut the singing and tambourine playing are ec by t i 
‘Yhis should certainly. have been discontinued in view of 4 


on destruction of the type. 


quartered near Gow 
os pi Have ted searching: houses for 
rt ammunition, but why is dene at night is more than I can 


ints of the C y oF whilst th 
‘her ato sn complaints of the Cossacks whist on that. dy or hilt 
ADSM GaRG AEE sched ee aIMAM AT ents eee neat 
FR eee ash i i © thieiielves. bromghit-about 
‘Vio xeneral opinion here i that the Russians have theme 
‘Tehran, 
Tan just infor 


jan Ty 1 through the bazaars 
d that the Russian Tajit Bashi ing AKtonbi hel taps 
iuloming th people cat aly du not ape thir hops ai their shape are broken 
in. un sen ino ny be Held regan, erie 


H, 1, RABINO, 





Enclosure 2 in No, 107. 


Viee-Consul Rabino to Sir G. Barelay, 
No. 27.) 
in, Resht, Decomber 26, 1911, 

Met H reference to my despatch No, 26 of the 26nl Decmbee Pheer honour 
Siar pan, Zeu that the regrettable incident which occurred et Reahs on ee the 
sonare camber, was entirely due to's party off Coosacks boing sent wf dear Talish 
fowars why had broken through their ranks in the morning, 

Rix Cossacks were ordered to enter the stables, whirs the Talish wore quartered, 
gad began disarming the latter, In the attimmage that eumeel etre fired, and 
soon afterwards the firing beeame general, 

Soe Persians taking cover behind the gates of the Megjid Jameb, where ‘prencher 
Mangtgtte time addressing tho people joined in the fight ond teeter the Cossacks, 
Many shots were fred in the air from the neighbouring fovea by the inhabitants who 
Ne -striken, 

lad, Nome” by a truntworthy: wituess that one Russian was killed and another 

“ihe meatth December Russian soldiers cceupied Government Hose and took over 
from the arsenal the arms and ammunition belonging to the Persian Government, 
which were later removed to Enzeli, 

‘The Megjid Jameh, the shrine of Sesyid Abu Jaan 
searched for firearms, and some people 
consulate, 

A Rood deal of friction has boon caused by’ the action of the Russian consul in 
fending twice an escort of Cossacks to his Turkish colleague vith « peremptory request 
Treaty Surrender of certain peteons' who were reported to hive hee ay: ait the 
Gurkinh consulate and amongst others, of Seysid Adhratl the einton gee ‘Talish sotars, 

syed Adbru bowever, ad already lof the Turkish eonwulate aac es nd 
refuge there, 

Many people have sought to take refuge at consulate, but T informed t 
that they had nothing to fear, and discourajed ther 


and many houses haye been 
have been taken ‘under arrest to the Russian 


night into the 

lf an hour lates 
rooms in th i nity of the vive-consulate, and 
e-consulate, hear that Cossacks liave been 


const, in entirely ex, hus made it difficult for us 
nd reassure the people, as we intentions, 

th Deceanber, M,N proclamation distributed to the people, 

in which he informs the ut of Thursday hist was due to his Coan 

evident that there 
For this reason, ar 

and at the police stati © Russian 
¢ ot account of in order to 
ussure public security. He then assures th nil requests 
them to resume their usual occupations, addin, mosques and shrines would 
always be respoct 
To this the ‘ ice in which they reminded the people that, 
nt they had always respected the 
mously repudiate the accusation 
is, anid finally declare that thoy 


cpitation 
of their uri 

# the deputation, but reconsidered n onder not to give 

© people further cause of complaint, and also, rod pribcipally, in the hopes of being 

Able te Prevail upon them to open the bazaars, "Ths devutlaiey xprossed) themselves 

Suite stiaiod with my adviow and prouised to repel hnve diately the gist of our 

conversation to the Anjuman, 

‘Tne total umber of troops at Reaht and’ Bnzell ix 600 mien, and hot 450 as 
previously reported, 

Thave, te, 
HL. RABINO, 


in = 
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[1962] No. 108. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Groy.—(Received January 15, 1912.) 
(No. 256.) 
Sir, Tehran, December 30, 1911. 

WITH reference to my telegrams Nos. (41 and 648 of the 3rd and 4th instant 
respectively, I have the honour to forward to you herewith copy of a report addressed 
to His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire by Lieutenant Wilson, who, as you are aware, 
accompanied the Ispahan consular escort from Shiraz to Ispalian, ‘This report gives 
the details of the incident which occurred on the 30th November, on the Shiraz-Ispahan 
rou, near Yezdikhast, reported in my above-mentioned telegrams. 

have, &e, 


G. BARCLAY, 
ee _ 


Enclosure in No. 108. 
Diary from November 6 to December 4, 1911. 


ON the 6th November I left again for Kazerun, there to meet Lieutenant-Colonel 
Douglas and two squadrons of the 39th Central India Horse. I took with me two 
sowars of the consulate escort, but no baggage at all. His Majesty's consul had asked 
for two Kashgai sowars to accompany me; they arriyed late and would not go beyond 
Zinian; the road, which had been bristling with armed guards a week before was now 
entirely doserted, the road guards having fled after the perpetration of a robbery hy a 
band of Surkhi Kashgai sent up by Soulet, it was said, for the purpose. Having: 
ascertained that all supplies were ready at Zinian in charge of the local representative 
of the Indo-Huropean ‘Telegraph Department, I went on to. Dashtarjan (40. miles) 
arriving after dark, and slept in the telegraph rest-house. Next morning at dawn 1 
left for Kazerun by a short cut over the hils, accompanied by one sowar and four 
rillomen from Dashtarjan; one of them shot on the way a mountain sheep with the 
finost head Lhave ever seen in Persia. Iam sending it to the Bombay Natural History 
Museum, I reached Kazerun at 4 vat. On the 8th November 1 accompanied the two 
squadrons to Mian Kutal, a long march of 21 miles with two. steep ascents, one of them 
the Kutal-i:Dukhtar up a causeway payed with smooth boulders. ‘Che’ comparative 
ease with which the horses negot these ascents, the last of a very trying series, 
was remarkable. At Mian Kutal supplies had been laid in through the agency of the 
telegraph department (Ghulam), and no difficulty was encountered on this score either 
here or anywhere else on the road. Heavy rain fell during the night. 

‘The next day we pushed on to Dashtarjan (14 miles), moving by two tracks across 
the Piri Zan Pass 

On the 10th we went on to Zinian (14 miles) ; some trouble was experienced hei 
with the Kashkuli roadguards, who succeeded in tracting some money as rahdari 
from our muleteers, who as usual, gave it readily, fearing (not without. good reason) 
reprisals on some subsequent occasion if they made our preseucoan excuse for relusing, 
Lientenant-Colonel Douglas sent for Isfandiar Khan, a minor Kashkuli ef, and 
insisted on the money being refunded, which was done at once. Rain commenced to 
fall during the night and continued all next day. It was therefore decided to push on 
to Shiraz at once with ono squadron as the next stage, Chinar Rahdar, afforded shelter 
for only one squadron at most. Shiraz was reached by the Sikh squadron after a long 
march, which the wet and cold made very trying for the followers, two of whom died 
‘a few days later, 

Hor the next five days, till the 1Sth November, the force halted at Shiraz to refit, 
and the question of accommodation was gone into; a month's supplies had already 
been accumulated, and no anxiety was felt for the moment on this score. 

‘The arrival of the force at Shiraz was marked by no demonstration or ceremony ; 
the weather prevented all but a very few from leaving their ho next day, however, 

ige crowds visited the camps to gaze quietly on the unaccustomed spectacle, As far 
as Leould gathor from the remarks of the crowd, and from enquiries made in various 
directions, the attitude of the population on the subject of the arrival of the trooy 
‘was one of general apathy, tempered, in the case of the landowning and commer 
classes, with satisfaction at the guarantee of law and order that their presence affords. 
‘The only sign of dissatisfaction was the dissemination of eyclostyled manifesto, in 

of the troops was used by the anonymous scribe as a pretext to 
revile his political opponents, 
(1635) 
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On the Kazeran-Shiraz. road I received several offers from leading villagers to 
provide men wherewith to form a local force of roadguards. ‘The offers were made 
spontaneously, and deserve to be borne in mind, as there can be little doubt that the 
sedentary tribesmen inhabiting the villages between Kazerun and Shiraz form very 
promising material for such a purpose ; tribesmen could never be relied on, even were 
their chiefs to permit them to serve, which is unlikely also_bel ieve that a ly 
raised force would le effective only ns long as the men ixere employed in the neighbour- 
hood of their homes, 

‘On the 18th two squadrons left raz, Twas responsible for all arrangements: 
for supply, e., as far as Yezdikhast, i, to the borders of Fars, in the sume way a5 
for the Kavenun-Shirna toad, Tanade all atzangenents through the local stall of the 
telegraph departnient, with the best results, All provisions required had been laid in 
at each stage, and charged for at current rates, which the local knowledge of the staff 
enabled thew to insist on, a matter in which Ishould otherwise have been to a large 
extent powerless, x 

Supplies were not collected without some difficult to the unprecedented 
doprodations of the nomad tribes. Half the villages of the Mardasht plain had been 
Jooted, and of thom had been entirely deserted during the last two years— 
many of th la ng five years ago. 
All-along tho roud sneat was scarce, and dairy produce practically unobtainable owing, 
to tho wholosale robbery of flocks and herds. ¢ 

On the 26th’ Abadeh was reached, anda halt wade; we had been accompanied up 
to this point by some 300.mules, carrying British goods for Ispah isbanded. 
Po i omnants of the Shiraz expedi y ) i 
or to the exGovernor-Ceneral of Fars, whose bitter denunciations of his 
former iuister wore amusing, though ho apparently had little knowledge of the inner 
history of the intrigues of which tho latter was past-master. 

: ails onwards yo wore necompanied by somo 200 enfols anda hundred 
isles andl donkeys which had been waiting for our arrival. On the 2t 
Sikh squadron returned to Shiraz with Miss Ross, the Muhamme: (Tiwana) 
ron, under Oaptain Eckford, continuing northward 
cold from Dehbid onwards had been severe, particularly as at least one 
sqnadeon hind always to camp out at nights. Both men and horses, however, stood it 


In Yoatikhast there wero vations rmouts of robbers on the next stage, but these 
wore contradicted by the rival of a mail waggon, the driver of which had seen 
an. W at 15 A. 1 by the 

, i Jorge donkey. caravan at 

likhist having availed itself of our passage to goto Kumisheh, Twas almost at 
tho liend of the merchants’ caravan, in front of which were the Persian soldions 
roferred to above, driving along their donkeys, on which were tied most of their rifles. 

Whey wore attacked by ¢ tribesmen 1 tower some 6 miles west 
of Yoxdikhist, but within Kars, ene was wounded, oe 

Tho rest cither songht safety in fight, oF gave up their rifles and ammunition to 
tho robbers, who thns secured six rifles - 

‘The caravan promptly turned hac p ford, who at 
oneo bright up the sade harged down upon the tribesmen, who kept up a 
sharp: but apparently ilbaimed fires Captain Bekford nd Lientenant Wickham, who 
wore a long way in front, were not hit, but Rissaldar-Major Ghulam Mubammad, Khan 
Bahadur, who sas loading his troop, wasshot in the thigh daring the charge, and a 

id through the waistloth of Jamadar Muhammad Bahadur; a horse was 
Phe robe ly got i tower before the cavalry could 


Tho caravan was meanwhile diverted to the east, covered by part of the squadron, 
whit th roaindor surromnded tho fort and kept up sharp fire an. the lop holes, 
men who showed themselves; wounded men were seen being helped into 


8 careful examination of the situation Captain Kekford came to the 
jon that to take the tower by assault would involve heavy loss of life, which the 
mstanices did not justify ee 

In this decision I fully concurred, particularly as, for the moment, the official réle 
squadron does not extend to tho protection of caravans, 


oe 


Aminabad was reached in safety the same day, and on the Ist December a 
telegraphic report on the incident was made from Yezdikhast, 

Jspaban was reached on the 4th, Mr. Grahame meeting us at Kalch Shur on the 
previous day; most of the Europeans resident in Ispahau, but comparatively few 
Persians, witnessed our arrival, 

Excellent largo serait adjoining 
the Bagh wn, with very good stables and ample 
accommodation for four times as many men as we have. 


‘T. WILSON, Lieutenant 1A, 





[1963] No. 109. 


Sir @. Barclay to Sir Bdicard Grey.—(Received January 15, 1912.) 
(No. 257.) 
si Tehran, December 30, 1911, 
‘ST was about to close my despatch No, 250 of the 24th instant, nows reached we 
of the meeting held the same day at the palace, the result of which was the issue by 
the Regent of a rescript ordering tlie closure of the Medjliss, 

Tnow have the houour to transmit a translation of the substance of the letter 
addressed by the Cabinet to the Regent setting forth the reagons for which the Regent's 
sanction for the closure of the Medjliss-was asked, 

‘This statement, to which the Regent drew my particular attention, contains several 
Points of apecial interest. Te is an unoquivocal fndietment. of the’ Medjiies and ies 
consistent obstruction of the Government, and it states, moreover, that the deputies — 

ticularly the Demoeratio party—have incited the public. to take up arms, to 
to boycott British and Russian goods, and to oppose the Government, Tt holds 
le, in fact, for the outbreaks at Tabreoz and Resht, which is curiously 
tent with allogations made to. me by the Persian Government, as reported 
in my telegram No, 738, that the troubles were due to Russian provocation. 

This statement of the Government's case, which was read to the meeting by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, who, as the Regent tells. me, read it in His Highnose's 
name, was followed by tho reseript of the Regent ordering the closure of the Medjliss, 
and by a furthor edict of tho Regont’s ontering that fresh elections. should at oncv be 
held. 


It is reported to me that elections are to be commenced forthwith at ‘Tehran, and 
as soon as possible in the provinces, Copies of the enclosed document and the others 
roferred to have beeu telegraphed to all the provinces, and T have uot s0 far heard of 
any particular eases of special excitement in consequence. ‘This is not dno 16. any 
morleration on the part of the Democratic party, for the Democrats have dono their 
ttmost to work up excitement. 

Tami told that yesterday the Regent, summoned some thirty members of the late 
Nedjliss to the palice to urge them to give up their attempts to foment disturbances 
in the capital in protest against the closure of the Medjliss, and that prominent 
exdepnty of tho Democratic party declared that he and his party did not consider tho 
Regent's and the Cabinet's action to be legal, as the Regent had, somo time befor, 
tendered his resignation and was uo longer in office, My informant adds. that tho 
meeting broke up when the new Bakhtiari War Minister, Sardar Muhtasham, excitedly. 
asked the Regent's permission to arrest and string up a few of thesu disturhers of the 
peace. 

Thave, &. 
G, BARCLAY. 


Enclosure in No. 109. 


Abstract Translation of Letter from the Cabinet to the Regent, 
dated December 24, 1911, 


AS your Highness is aware, ever sitice the formation of the Cabinet by his 
cy Semsam-es-Sultaneh, the Ministers have used their utmost endeavours, just 
‘as your Highness has also constantly done, to impress upon the Medjliss the neces 
of avoiding measures calculated to weaken. the Government's authority, but that all 
these attempts have unfortunately failed owing to the intrigues of certain individuals, 
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On the 29th November a note was addressed to the Foreign Office by the Russian 
Togation containing threo demands and announcing the dispatch of troaps to enforce 
them. After a Cabinet Council had been held to consider the question and had 
formed their views as to the gravity of the situation and the seriousness of the advance 
‘of the Russian troops in view of the state of the country, the Ministers at once put 
their views before the Medjliss. The deputies rojected the views of the Cabinet, 

replied to the Russian note in conformity with the decision of the Medjliss. ‘The 
Ministers, foreseeing that under these unfortunate circumstances graver dangers were 
in store, handed in their resignations to your Highness, but they were not accepted, 
and at the same timne a number of the deputies waited upon your Highness to express 
the confidence of the Medjliss in the Cabinet and to request that it should continue 
to hold olice, In the hope that the Medjliss had realised the dangers of the situati 
the Cabinet consented to continue in office and engaged in a further consideration of 
tho Russian ultimatum, 

It is quite obvions that if, when on the first occasion the matter was put before 
the Modjliss by the Cabinet, tho deputies had agreed with the Government the 
Russian troops would! havo returned from Resht, and that the subsequent misfortunes 
broughtabout hy theagitation of particular indivi 1 nt exaggerated 
telograms to thie provinces inciting. the people t © occurred, and 
tho cvonts at Resht and ‘Tubreez would not h Numerous telegrams 
were sent by the deputies and the ic party to all the provinces and even 
to forvign c ‘The people of Persia were incited to take up arms, tor 
to boycott British and Russian goods, and to oppose the Government, 
of yoing with the Government at such @ juncture in order to find a way out of the 
difliciltios they did all they could to put obstacles in their way and the Governm 
was confronted with fierce opposition from them at every tu 
private sittings, 1 most valuable vy would not even, 
aissomble Medjliss in order to form a sufficient quorum, or if they did th 
‘opposi not to bo overcome, 

nthe 1Sth December the Minister for Foreign Affairs put the 
ultiniatum proposals before the Medjlias; firstly, that the Medjliss should agree with 
the Cabinet regarding the Russian ultimatum ; or secondly, that they should choose 
‘A commission to which they would give full powers to deal with the matter; or finally, 
that Uiey should proceed according to the Jaw with the formation of a new Cabinet. 
Vinfortinately the debate on this occasion produced no result and no decision was 
reached, As the Medjliss conld not form a new Cabinet the present ers were 
obliged to continue in office and to act in accordance with the dictates of their 
ea inv what they considered to be the truest in 
1 only: tivo days remained before the of the Russians fi 
Apital andl a fow of the deputies sau that danger was very: near, it was decided in 
ion by thinly-sovon votes to form a committer of the Honse with full powers, 
but at tho publie sitting the childish, spe was witnessed of this same committee 
cdl for hy only thir andl after this step had been taken it was 
annomiced of tho Medjliss would consent to sit on the com- 
mittee. ‘There continued to be yeeat difficulty: in forming the conn until the news 
arrived on the night of the 2st Decomiber of the commencement of fighting at 
and Reslt, andl of the arrival in Khorasan of a number of Rus 
ast thoient the committed was formed aud d 
ornis of tho ultimatum, whereas, if in the beginning the views of the Cabinet had been 
evel upon, tho incidents at Tabreez and Resht would never have occurred, nor would 
the Russian troops have come to Kazvin, and the indemnity demanded by the Russian 
Goy would h tunimportant. 

Your Highness will observe from the above that the events at Tabrees and Resht 
ae dingers which lave heen courted by the harmful dissensions ane the opposition 
to tho Government, i these misfortmies have been caused by the telegra 
and incitenients from thy eapital. It ig obvious. that unless the Government 
strong, hth onal or ropubligan, i possible 
Of the State ily, aud che paralysis of the Government as witnessed of late 
ouily result in chaos aud vonfusion, 

Furthermore, Ww of the actuil dissension and opposition of the ys 
Modjliss, it is clear that good goverumient and a cessation of the existing chaos is 
itupossilile 

Therefore. the pre jer it desirable—aud, in order to 
deal with imminent daugers, even obligatory—that your Highness should issue without 
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delay a rescript ordering the closure of the Medjliss, though the fundamental law does 
not give the Government tho direct right to close the Medjliss. On the othr hand, the 
fundamental law does not empower the representatives of the poople, after the lapse of 
the two years for which they were elected, to prolong their own session indefin 

these circumstances we are forced to ask your Highness to issue a rescript 
ordering the closure of the Medjliss, and to order, by the same resoript, that fresh 
clections should be begun. 


NEJEF KULI BAKHTIART SEMSAM-ESSULTANEH, 
Prime Minister. 
VOSSOUK-ED-DOWLEH, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
KAVAN-ESSULTANEH, 
Minister of the Interior. 
GHOLAM HUSAIN BAKHTIARI SARDAR MUHTASHAM, 
Minister of War. 
HAKIM-UL-MULK, 
Minister of Finance, 
ZOKA-ULMULK, 
Minister of Justice, 
MOAZID-ES-SULTANEH, 
Minister of Poste and Telegrapha 


Rescript of His Highness the Regent, 5 
Ae the Cabinet find nooessary and have approved ti legally signed | Lat ibe 
carried out as desirable, and lot the firman and rescript for fresh elections be prepared 


‘and published. 
ABUL KASSEM NASER-UL-MULK NATB-ES-SULTANEH, 


[1ss9) No, 110. 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 15.) 


) 
ir, Si, Ptrabur January 4, 1912 


IN a conversation which I had with the Minister for Forviga Afinirs on the 
Oth of last month L enquired whether he had any news to give me with regard to 
Persia, and expressed the hope that he would soon see his way to recalling the Russian 
troops from Kazvin, 

M. Sazonow replied 1 there longer than was 
necessary, more especially now that the Porsian Government had formally coniplied 
with the three Russian demands in writing. Ho could not, however, give me any. 
definite date for their withdrawal at present. ‘Two rifle regiments had, indeed, already 
been transferred from Kazvin to Resht, but they would be sent back at once to the 
former place should the slightest indication bo given of trouble or disorder at ‘Tehran, 
Russia had beon taken completely by surprise at Tabreez, and would niot run this risk 
second time, He could not, therefore, recall the Kazvin expeditionary forco till all 
danger of any fresh outbreaks was passed. : 

"he troops which had been sent to Resht and ‘Tabroex would have to remain there 
{ill order hind been thorou, stablished, and until thers was some prospect of its 
being maintained, This, his Excellency remarked, would be a work of time, but, in 
reply toa question which I had addressed to hitn, he disclaimed the idea of converting, 
this temporary occupation into a permanent one, On my expressing the hope that, in 
the punitive measures which it was proposed to take, the innocent would not be punished 
with the. guilt xxcellency said that he sincerely: trusted that this would be 
avoided, but th iment would haye to be meted out as an example and 
warning to others, 

In viow of the pressure which is boing brought to bear upon them by public 
opinion, it will, I fear, be very dificult for the Government to recall their troops from 
Kazvin at the present juneture. ‘The withdrawal of the two rifle regiments for the 
purpose of strengthening the garrison at Resht is strongly condomned by the Novoo 
Vremya” in a leading article, which contends that the more judicious course would 
have been to strengthen the Kazvin contingent an to move it to within 40 vere from 

36 T 
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i i i die River 
where there is a good bivouacking ground at the bridge across the Ri 
Kent Bi aor conssiate Ria Menace to Tehran, whereas at present 
no provision exists for any sudden emergency requiring a strong force either at Kazy 
or Tehran, 

Thave, & . 
me GEORGE W. BUCHAN 





(1891) No. WL. 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edicard Grey—(Received January 15.) 


St Petersburgh, fener aa if 
1 he opportunity of a conversation which Thad with the Minister for 
: ARAetn ho ahd anita aoa to his Excellency on the subject of the 
a n military authorities at Tubreez of Sikat-el-Islam, on which 
in his telegrams Nos 8, 11, and 12 of the 2ud 
TN Ghat Ghelexootion of this bug} peso eelsaaio str te\ss being a most 
tunate ovcurrence as well ag a grave blunder. It was almost certain grouse 
intense indignation chong ors aon of the ist consequences would be that 
tho present Government, Who had done go much to eonsliate Husa, would be unable 
to fees tho storm, and would hve to tesiga. It tke scene proba that tho) Kaan 
ithorities would be represented as having caused Sikat-el-Islam to be executed for 
nee ‘purpeso of provoking popmar resentment, and thus bringing about fresh 
disorders, whieh Sian furnish them with 
M, Swzonow replied that the n 
ital punishment on Sikatsel- Islam, w 
t troubles and of the anti: Russi 
siastic could eae i hi a n the cons 
moreover wore obliged to take who wore incensed, 
Tier IL eTRea al tata gy aKa Be Supp the telegrams 
xl account of the horrible mutilations inflicted on 
on here, 
no of the fact 
Hud ben sith ly the Punks i 
vised hy: Europe. eee 
i T said tne I quite understood that acts, such as those wl he had Het tioned 
be severely. punished, but that T still thought ul ve. been, more 
ot to have inflicted the death penalty on el Ressia ties 
itain, & great Mussulman Power, aud I feared that his execution would | shoel 
a 0h our Maliomnedaty miljucta: Wlint, liowevess peeoeeupked iyo riba for the 
vis the dinger of ith provoking an cuthreak of fre disorder re 
oir turn lead to of Tehran by the Russian troo 
Ee ee i opposition whieh the wispateh ot 
Russian ‘of Commons and of the very 
itil position in which 4 consequently been placed. 1 harofur trusted 
that he would do all that was possible to restrain the Russian itary autl Hiktaes 
Por, an tho oceupation of Tehran could not fal to put a severe strain on the Anglo- 


pled hate tested hat nothing woul haypen to render auch 


i x was, ho said, very difficult to control the action of the 

Ale cruninemegetel gestae CE ea 

mont of those who were responsible for the recent troubles. Ttwas, moreover, posible 
to reckon with Russian and, in. view of the 

ging in 
expressed to Count Benckendorl? in 
vin fore, 3 x 
5 ONES carer matinee proclamation of th 
Dowleh at Tabreez, that formed the subject of your teley 


1 


the event of His Majesty being proclaimed at Tehran held good with rogard to Tabreez 
and that, so long as that town was in the occupation of Russian troops, they would eet 
allow any such proclamation to be made, ‘ 


Thave, &o, 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 





No. 112. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Haward Grey—(Reecived January 8) 


T HAVE the honour to report tha 
Publishes a long article on the t 

ona telegram from London annou 
Russian banking houses will short 
financi the railv 


n market, “Thanks to the Potsdam interview, tho railw: 
will reach Khanikin in the near future.” But, not ‘contont. with this, Russian 
nding itself to construct the Khanikin~Tohran railway has opened 0 
de into the heart of Persia, 
nose in crying over the blunders committed in tho 
‘They cannot bo undone, but their evil offects may perhaps in. some moasure be 
ted, and the best, antidote is the construction of Russian lines into, Porsin, 
‘There have been many schemes on paper but nono of thom have como to: anything, 
aud pessimists have hitherto included the trans-Persian scheme among those which 
‘wore predestined to failure for lick of the neces ancial support. ‘Tho article 
claims that the news from London proves th 
the trans-Persian scheme is now 


ion again: 
2) to enco 


uation of th 
0 i to the frontiers of Indi 
or declares that the chargo levelled against Russia of Supporting anarchy jn 


sufficiently refuted by the fact of Russia. consenting ts the construction of a 
trans-Persian railway, which pre-suppose: ment of order and security 


y, the realisation of the trans-Porsian railway scheme 

npetus to German trade with India and the East, but this trade 

pass through Russia, and therein lies the strongest inducemont to tho preservation of 
‘good relations between’ the tivo countries, 


‘The establishment of the trans-Persian 
route, conctules the article, will be one of the strongest buttresses of tho general peaco 
of Europe, 
Thave, &e, 
GEORGE W, BUCHANAN, 





{1920} No. 113. 


Sir G. Lovcther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeoivel January 15.) 
(No. 19.) 

Sir, Constantinople, January 7, 1012, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 958 of the 27th ultimo, T have tl honour to 
forward herewith a despatch from His Majesty's vice-consul at Van respecting the 
alleged concentration of Turkish troops on the ‘Turco-Porsian frontior. 

Thaye, &e. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 


—$—$<—<—___ 





Enelosure in No. 113. 
Vice-Consul Seel to Sir G. Lowther. 


Van, December 18, 1911. 

TN confirmation of my telegrams Nos. 10 and 11, have the honour to inform your 
Excellency that I have just heard from an authoritative source that no concentrati 
troops at Salmas has as'yet taken place, The distribution of troops on the frontier is. 
as stated in my telegram No, 10. ‘The battalions themselves have been concentrated at 
Fashikalo, ‘Tergavvar(Mawana), and Chari (marked on the map as Kala Cheirik), which 
congentration has been enabled by the establishment of the frontier guards, Jez 
is also oceupied by Turkish troops, but I do not know their number. ‘The ‘Turkish 
troops are thus soparatod from the fussian troops at Khoi by only a fewe hoars. 

Recently two companies of 2nd battalion 97th regimout were dispatched nominal] 
to Archng ih purwult of tho brigaud, Said. Bey, aud ay they have not returned yet £ 
have considered them as having reinforced the battalion already at Serai and Razi, 
‘The 2nd battalion 09th regiment recently moved from Bagazid to Serai, replacing the 
2nd battalion 102nd reginient which was withdrawn to Boulanik. These movements, 
together with the assembling of battalions already mentioned, may have given rise to 
the reported concentration, In my telegram No, 10, I included the 2nd battalion 101st 

ent at Bashkale among the frontier troops, as it is only a day's march from its 
mttalion at Chari, 

‘Tho Ottoman authorities have news of the arrival of additional troops at Urmi. 

‘The Russian troops at Khoi are commanded by a general who has with biia an 
officer of the general staf. 

Tt is natural that this Russian advance i8 a cause of much concern to tho authorities 

the military occupation of Urmi in addition would greatly increase. 

Nhe district botwoon Salmas and Urmi is regarded by the Turks as of great 
‘atratogical importance, ft covers the only pr: military routes into Mesopotamia, 
via, that from Ushnu to Rowanduz, and that from Ushnu vid Peswe and the Wazna 
Pass to Kirkuk, 

ppears alao that under possible cond jon by Russia of access 
routes to Mesopotamia would ho pre} als interests 

On the other hand, Russia appears to have suggested that they fear a movement 
on tho part of the irks vid north-west Persia into ransca 
inithorities regard any such pretended fear by Russia (it obviously 
serious one at-tlio present anoment) as a protext for secking to dispossess the Turks of 
thy Novahi-i-Sharkie. 

‘he Turkish authorities claim to have information of a projected advance o 
Urmia through the contested territory, in which case it seems that an effort to obt 
the diplomatic support of England would be mace, and this failing, L understand, it 

willy hien decided to offer opposition. The position of concentration of the 

troops would, probably, ighbourhood of C ‘The Turks accuse 

ia chiefs of Kotur supplied with arms, and also the 

slioge base of operations is Kuhn Diliman). 

Turkish point of view the object then of a Russian force advancing on Unni 

the dispute teritorios would bo to lend moral and terial sipport to thes 

lent chiefs and brigauds and loosen the Turkish hold on these territories. As 

soning his view ‘ice is attached to the statements contained in my 
despatch No, 13. 


Thave, &e, 





{1892} 


Sir Qi 


Peteraburgli Jan 

ficial “ Rossia” of to-day publishes an article prote 

e severity brought by the foreign press, and especially: the 
press, against recent Russian action at ‘Tab It refers ¢ to the meeting 
Whiel is to be held in London on the 1 mary by “local Persian democrats, with 
Lord Lamington, Professor Brown, and Messrs, Lyneh and Co. at their lead.” Tt asks 


why all this outery is now being made about Sikat-ul-Islam, whereas no voice as 
Jaised in protest when foul outrages were committed on Russian soldiers by the Tabreet 
Falais, supported by the seum of the Caucasus, under the leadership of this very Sikat- 
ilelam.. It states that, according to eyewitnesses, the outrages on the Russian 
troops were too horrible for description. ; aoe 

"The writer declares that the moderation of the Russian court-martial is sufficiently 
‘established by tho fact that only fiftecn men were condemned, while no fewer than 
tientysix wore released atl pardoned. He protests agains the capital which is made 
by slanderers of Russia of the type of Lord Lamington, Professor Brown, and 
Me. Lynch out of the fact that Sikat-l-Tslam was a leading ecclesiastie, and maintains 
that he and his associates, Shoikh Selim, Sadik-wlMulk, and Zia-nl-Ulema, were the 
‘chief loaders of the whole anarchist and anti-Russian movement in ‘Tabreoz, and were 
the contre round which the local fedais rallied. i 

‘Tho artiole goes on to stato that, the charge of having earticd out tho executions 

foslem holy day of * Ashura” is. as falso as the charge of the slaughter of women. 

‘and children. The festival ended at midday, and the executions did not take place till 
5 velock in the evoning, and wero fully approved by the populace, sho had long 
ulfered at the hands of the fedais and their leaders, Tt closes with a warning to the 
Persians and to “their foolish European instigators” that no one ean be allowed to 
raise a hand against a Russian soldier with impunity, and that Russia is determined to 
presorve order on her borders, se 

"The above article is evidently inspired, as M, Sazonow held very similar language 
{n the course of the conversation which had with his Bxeellency this afternoon. 

Thave, &e, 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 





[1894] No, 115, 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 15.) 
No. 11, 
Nie? St. Petersburgh, January 11, 1012. 

ON the receipt of your telegram No, 14 of the 5th instant L'communieated to the 
Imporial Ministry for Foreign Affairs an aide-mémoire giviug your views on the subject 
of tho Swedish officers in Porsia. now have the honour to transmit herewith copy 
of the reply which I have received from the Russian Government, 


Thave, &e, 
FORGE W. BUCHANAN, 


Enclosure in No. 115, 
Aide-mémoire communicated to Sir G, Buchanan by Russian Government 
(Translation.) 


FULLY shi 


preliminary assent of the Rus 
its representatives in 


St. Petersburgh, December 28, 1911 
(Janwary 10, 1912). 





(1897) No, 116. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Ieceived January 15.) 
(No. 14.) 
eae) St, Petersburgli, January 11, 1912. 
ON the receipt of your telegram No, 19 of the 8th instant, I communicated to 
M. Sasonove, ina private letter, your views with regard to M. Mornard’s appointment, 
and T reverted to the subject in a conversation which I had with his Execllency 
[1536] 
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yesterday, adding that that gentleman's reputation did not stand very high among 
Englishmen who had business relations in Persia. 

M. Sazonow replied that he had never heard any imputations east on his character, 
and that he was, hie believed, the best man for the post. He was a good man of 
business, and, what was most important, had a thorough knowledge of Persian affaing, 
M. Oudendijk, on the other hand, had gained such experience as he possessed in Chine; 
and know but little of Persia. ‘The Rnssian Government had, however, never insisted 
on M. Mornard's appointment, nor had they imposed it on the Persian Government, 
M, Poklevski had discussed the matter with Sir George Barclay, and the tno Mionaes 
had recommended him as the most suitable candidate. Now that he had been 
appointed acting treasurer-general it was, he thought, too late for us to inform, the 
Vorsian Government that they might either choose between him and M. Oudendijk or 
appoint a commission, consisting of an Englishman, a Russian, and a subject of one of 
the minor Powers. This latter course would, in his opinion, be most objectionable to 
the Persian Government, as it would probably be regarded in the Tight of an Anglo. 
Russian finaneial condominium. He therefore thought that it would be best to give 
M. Mornard ‘vial, and if, later ou, the Persian Government could show any good 
grounds for objecting to him, Russia would not insist on retaining him. 

M, Sazonow then proceeded to say that what we ought to do at once was to 
‘approach the question of a Persian loan, ‘The best service which we could render the 
Persian 
smuterl 


mt do not 
t_ prose the administration of the town. ‘The 
tary sould, however, his Excellency said, continue to exercise « punitive 
diction and to maintain order Hoth in the town and along the caravan routes 
y dofended those authorities avainst. the ¢ udue severity that had 
» brought against them, and said that the execution of Sikat-el-Islan liad not 
provoked tho slightost dixorders either at ‘Tabroce or ‘Tebran. He was, he said, a 
Morouglily bad character, Me had acted, on the ono hand, as head of the fedais, 
on the other, he was not an orthodox Persian, but the chief of a dissenting see 
¢xecution, therefore, had been taken quite calnily by the population. Ie. concly 
is Excellency: sui ituation showed considerable sighs of iunprovement, 
this was the case, [ trusted that the Imperial Government 
would now find it possible ta withdraw their troops from Kazvin, but his Excellency 
replied that they would hardly be justified in taking this step at the present moment, 
Thave, &e, 
ORGE W, BUCHANAN, 





(2116) No. 17. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Kilward Grey. —(Reeeived January 15.) 
(No, 43) 
(Teltaphie.) January 

MY telogram No, 101 fof 30th Maret) of last year anit previous corresponlonce, 

Manager of Tmoperial Bank of Pers that during November he 
hail obtained from Shuster contruct for import of minting silver for ten years. 

Vinformed Russian Minister of this yesterday. 

It was of cotirse most unweleome news to him, and 1 fear that the Russian 
siovernment may oppose the contract on the ground that it had uot the sanction of the 
Mudjliss 

The manager did not tell me of the contract before because he thought that it 
would he awkward for ie, but now that the treasury eneral’s archives have been 
unde} to Mernard the mattor vould not remain seer 

(Repeated to Si, Petersburgh.) 
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[2150] No. 118, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 15.) 
(No. 44) eS 
‘Telegraphic.) TR. elvan, January 15, 1919. 

MO HINISTER far: Yoreign Afuire inforss sie tial a orate ea idces-Sultan 
(erroneously deseribed in my telegram No, 717 [of 19th December] as Reshid-ul-Mulk) 
has arrived by Russian boat at Enzeli with 150 armed Shabsevans in the interests of 
the ex-Shab, 





[2139] No. 119, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Groy.—(Received January 15.) 
No, 45.) 
fleiegeey i} Tehran, January 15, 1912, 
FOLLOWING from acting consul at Shiraz, 14th January : 


vvam, whose son has returned from Fesa, tells me that Sheikh Ali Dashti, a 
tmullah, has gone to Borasjun, whore hie is making serious efforts to create an active 
afore league, and that ie Sheikh Zakerich Sf Lavisian so collecting forces. with 
the intention of advancing towards Bunder Abbas. Ho also tells mo that. very 
inflanmatory telegrams have been sent from ‘Tehran to Borasjun, as also to Mobiainmed 

lauding the behaviour of the Kaskulis in the recent afar," Kawam has ordored 
the Governor of Kazerun to send him a copy of these telegrams, and promises to show 
them to me wi received. 

“Retirement of Kawan's son from among tho tribes seems to me somewhat 
disquieting. Kawa, however, states that it is omly duo to lack of money, His own 
force here is also dribbling away, 


Persian Government have sent urgent instru to the Governor of Bushire to 
do his utmost to stop Sheikh Ali's inflammatory activity 





(2151) No, 120, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recvived January 16.) 
No, 46.) 
(Harp ) Leliran, January 15, 1912, 
Yt 'o. 44 of 15th January : ex-Shah movement, 

ister tells mo that, in’ consoquence of orders from St. Petersburgli, 
Russian consul at Resht is shipping Reshid-os-Sultan and his followers to Astara, 
wheuce they can 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 





(2152) No. 121, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reveired January 15,) 


(No, 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, January 15, 1912, 

MY telegram No. 24 of Sth January + treasuner-general 

Momard has taken over the offices of the treastiry-gencral, and is now working 
Jarmoniously with American subordinates pending a settlement of the position of the 
Tatter. 

Persian committee has been dissolved. 
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(1860) No. 122, 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
(No. 33.) 
(Telegraphiie.) Foreign Office, January 16, 1912. 
YOUR telegram to Viceroy of 8th January: Arms for Governor of Kerman. 
His Majesty's Government have no objection to compliance with request, provided 
(i) the governior pays for tho arms and formally takes delivery of then at Bunder 
Abbas; (ii) the arms should not be allowed to proceed unless the governor is prepared 


to accept responsibility for the safe conduct of a caravan of British goods at the 
same time, 





[96] No. 123, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 


(xo) 


Foreign Ofice, Januar 
1 DULY received your Fi y's despatch No, 302 ‘of the 27th ultimo, 
roporting a conversation with tho Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 23rd 
ultimo, in the course of which M, Sazonow informed you that when a formal written 
engagemont respecting the Russian demands had been received from the Persian 
Covernment and Mr. Shustor's dismissal from tho Persian service. was an accomplished 
fact, the Russia who were at that time stationed at Kazvin, would be at once 
recalled. His y further stated that there was no connection between the 
question of the recall of these troops and the very serious incidents that had just 
occurred in the north, 

In view of these remarks on the part of M. Sazonow, it was with some surprise 
‘nd disppointment that I read ram No, 2 of the 3rd instant that his 
Excelloucy stated that it was quite impossible at present to recall the force from 
Kwavin, and that tho 1,000 mon already withdrawn from that town kad only been 
transferred to strengthen the garrison at Resht, 

‘Nhe reasons which have fed the Tt ide not to withdraw 
tlioir troops aro doubtless to be found i wurbances which have occurred in the 
north anid the strong public fecling in St. Petersburgh, but Tehran has remained 

quict throughout, tho Persian Government nittedly not to blame, and 

has now been restored in Pabreez, so that there does not appear to be any 

re ea why the withdrawal of the troops from Kazvin should not now be proceeded 
with “a 

You should take an opportunity of speaking to M. Sazonow in this sense, but 
in doing vo it is desirable that you khould explain the considerations that influence 
lis Majesty's Government in the matter, ‘They have recognised that a Persian 
Govornmicut whieh pursues a policy hostile to Russian interests cannot be strong. 
Such polioy leads inevitably to friction and conflict with Russia that must weaken 
the Persian Govern air or destroy its authority, 

All the more is it necessary that a Persian Government, when friendly to Russian 
interests, should be supported and encouraged, The present Persian Government has 
complied with the Russian demands aud has shown a genuine desire for friendly 
rolations with Russia; unless there is some response to this attitude and some 

nent is given to the Po cnt, it will not be apparent to. the 
or to their subjects that thi Hing’ to gain. A withdrawal of te 
issian troops from Kazvin would give such encouragement; it would justify to the 
Persians what their present Government is doing, and would thereby strengthen its 
n, and enable it to regain the authority that is essential to the restoration of 

ondor in Persia, 
result of tle weakness of the Central Government has been a state of 
anarchy in Southern Persia ; the trade routes are nov completely blocked; it is even 
doubtful whethor inside Shiraz itself foreign lives and property will long be eafe. ‘This 
state of things is very prejudicial to British trade and interests, and makes the 
ilishment of Persian authority a matter of great importance to His Majesty's 
vernment. As long as the Persian Government were in conflict with the Russian 
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Government it was recognised that no improvement eould be expected, but, now that 
this unfortunate condition of affairs has ceased, His Majesty's Government are most 
anxious that the Russian Government should facilitate every measure necessary to 
enable the Persian Government to establish its authority and to restore order. 
Tam, &c. 
E, GREY. 


No. 124. 


War Ofice to Foreign Ofice-—(Received January 6.) 
(Secret.) s 
THE Director of Military Operations presents his compliments to the Under- 
of State for Foreign Affairs, and, in reply to his memorandum of tho 2nd 
instant, begs to forward the enclosed paper embodying an expression of the opinion 
asked for. 


Whitehall, January 15, 1912, 


Enclosure in No, 124. 


Memorandum respecting Military Aetion in Southern Persia, 
(Seeret.) 


1, THE Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs desires an early expression of 
twilitary opinion as to— 


(1.) The policy to be pursued in view of the present situation in Southern Persia 5 
anit 


) The military action required to give effect to the policy advocated, 


2. Tei presumed that the general policy of the British Government under the 
Anglo-Russian agreement of 1907. is to respect the integrity and independence of 
with due regard to the maintenance of peace and order in certain, provinces of 

that country in which Great Britain and Russia respectively: have spocial intorests, It 
is further understood that, owing to the internal condition of Persin, it was lately found 
necessary to dispatch a native eavalry regiment from India to protect the British 
nsilate at Shiraz; and that, owing to recent attack on Mr, Smart and. tho 

i escorting him to Shiraz, and also having regard to tho attitude of the 

and the weakness of the Persian Government, military 


Bearing in anind that, though Shiraz ties in the "neutral zone" outside the 

Uritish sphere of influence, British interests have always predominated there, aud. that 

the Persian ‘and for some time to come may. be—ineapable. of 

controlling the country or of exacting reparation for the attack on Mr, Smart and his 
cort, the following alternatives appear to be open to s:— 


apable 
n-botween Shiraz and 


(Ih) ‘Temporarily to abandon our position in the western part of Southern Persia, 
ly closing the consulates at Shiraz and elsewhere, and withdrawing them, their 
escorts, and British subjects (including the officers of the Indo-Buropean ‘Telegraph 
Department) to the coast. 


3, While the maintenance of our position in the west of Southern Parsia must 
involve military difficulties and expenditure in addition to such political disadvantages 
ary intervention, these disadvantages may be outweighed 
the political, eo and military disadvantages attendant on an abandonment 
—even of a temporary nature—of our position in that region. 
‘The abandonment of our position in the west of Southern Persia— 


(L.) Might mean a serious loss of prestige, both in Persia itself and the East 
generally ; 


@) ea ‘entail a loss of trade and trade connection, possibly permanently ; 
1536, 
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Would give Russia an opportunity and a pretext for the military occupation 
of the neutral zone of Southern Persia to “protect ” threatened interests and consulates, 
Sho would thus gain in prestige, and toa great extent in trade, what we should Tose. 
She has considerable military forces already in Northern Persis, and could quickly 
seize her opportunity 

4.) Might al ther Powers a ing, to our detriment; 

Mi ia an opportunity of obtaining an outlet on the Persian Gulf, 
which it has hitherto been ovr policy to deny her. ‘The attainment of an outlet on the 
seaboard of South-west Persia might he of great political and military advantage to 
Russia hereafter ; 

(6.) Would result in its being very difficult, if not impossible, for Great Britain to 
regain her former commercial po n South-west Persia, if that part of the country 
‘were once dominated by another Power 


‘Thero is understood to be little likelihood of the Russian Government withdrawing 
its troops from Northern Persia till the country is settled and the Persian Government 
i itvolf able to maintain order. npossible that a variety of 
circumstances, fortuitous or othe prolong the time deemed 
necessary by Russia for the retention of 

If, ‘abandons her interests in 
the neutral voie’ subsequently in putting a 
limit to the period of the occupation of thit region by the troops. of other Powers, 

Nor could sho well protest. against any measures adopted by such Powers to protect 
their own interests in Southern Persia, howover disadvantageous such action might be 
to hier hereafter, 

Having oneo withdrawn, It for the British consulates to be 
ro-ostublished till reparation, ha the Inte attacks, and order restored 
in the neutral zona; i jan Government may not be in a 
position, or may ref 

4, ‘No maintain our position in South-Western Persia it would seem necessary — 


(a.) To enssire the inn J consulates and their escorts, as 
o neutral zone ; 
tige in the 
n onder. 


cl Knox, thatin March there will 
be some n in the neighbourhood of Shiraz, while in a later 
telegram the sume officer estimates the number of tribesmen in Bars at from 50,000 
to 60,000. 


wcessity of 
Doing prepared for a se of hostile feeling amongst the tribesmen, whi 

does not ve tack upon our troops, might render their 
Position at SI y nag to the easo with which coramunication 
with the coast coulit be interrupted and supplies cut off. 

Bearing in mind the nature and strength of the opposition that may possibly have 
to he encountered, the length of communications to be ntained (182 miles) in a 
mountainions country, and the quest nl transport, it is estimated that a 
considerable force would be t of its being decided to take. milita 
action. Tt is not yet known how many’ of the local tribes were concerned in the attac 
‘on Mr Sinatt’s escort, but from the fact that Major Birdwood has been able to join 
hands with Colonel Douglas without any further fighting taking place, it may be 
inforred that there is not as yet any organised tribal revelt. 

It is not possible to forecast with any accuracy the force that may ultimately be 
required, but it would seem imp) ampt te task of safeguarding Shiraz, 
making good the lines of n, anil carrying out such punitive operations as 
anay be found necessary with « smaller force than 


‘wo mixed brigades of infantry, each to inchide a pioneer battalion 
‘wo Indian cavalry regiments, including the one already in Southern Persia ; 
‘Two or more batteries of mountain artillery ; 


One field company of snppers and miners, with the necessary administrative 
services, 
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6, Tt would also seem advisable to prevent the import of arms and ammunition 
into Persia by the Persian Gulf and Arabian Sea, 

7. Owing to the time necessary for preliminary arrangements, and for the dispatch 
and concentration of troops, transport, and supplies, and the likelihood of the country 
becoming. increasingly disturbed in the spring, and in order to prevent the possibility 
of another Power forestalling us on the plea that their interests wero not being 
safegnarded, it seems important that if military action is to be taken at all, it should be 
taken promptly. 

8. Opportunity might perlaps be taken to improve the trade routes by military 
‘and hired labour, and even to train a local. gendarmerie force. This would involvo 
considerable expenditure, It might also be possible to carry out investigations in 
connection with railway routes. 

Finally, it must be understood that from @ military standpoint the permanent 
wpation by British or Indian troops of any part of the neutral zone is, not 
recommended. ‘The action now suggested would be of a purely temporary nature, 





[2247] No 12 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Receied January 10.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for Tndia presente: his compliments to the Under= 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 16th January, 
1912, relative to Mr. Knox's leave, 


India Office, January 10, 1912, 


Enclosure in No, 126, 


Government of India to the Marquess of Orewe, 
(Telegraphie.) P. January 15, 1912, 
"AVE for Major Knox. See telegram dated 19th instant from Hix Majesty's 
Minister, Tehran, Instructions to wait for tho prosent: whery he is should, { consider, 
be given to Knox. 
(Repeated to Tehran.) 





(2246) No. 126, 


Rey Carne et Bers Gro (Cae arr 16,) 

(No. 48,) 

(Welegraphic.) Tehran, January 16, 1912 
MY telegram No, 736 of 24th December: Recruiting for tho ex-Shah at Ashkabad, 
British consul-general at Meshed reports that the Russian authorities aro now 

turning hack recruits. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburg.) 


{1839} No. 127, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 
(No. 33.) 
(Telegraphie.) Foreign Ofiee, January 16, 1912. 

SIR G. BARCLAY'S telegram No. 38 of 13th January. i 

We would propose to acquiesce in appointment of Mornard as acting treasurer 
general, keeping definite appointment in euspense. 

Do Russian Government concur ? 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 35.) 








84 


[2394] No. 128. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
(No. 34.) 
‘Telegeaphic.) Foreign Ofice, January 16, 1912. 
IN view of all the latest information as to what has happened and is likely’ to 
happen at Shiraz, such force as is necessary to enable our people now at Shiraz 
to withdraw to the coast should Le prepared and sent without delay to carry out 
evacuation, 
Will it not be necessary that Ispaban and Yezd should also be evacuated, and 
‘wliat do you consider will be the effect of evacuation on the position at Kerman ? 
Government of India are being instructed to consult. you us to size aud composition 
of force, and to submit their proposals to His Majesty’s Government. 
ls may be settled direct between you and 





(2414) No. 129, 
Messrs. EUtinger and Co. to Foreign Ofice—(Received January 17.) 


Sir, 


Grey is ayy 
by the 
approached lis Majest; 
lis Majesty's Governniunt on his boli 
With all respect, wo submit that wo cannot be expected to accept this answor to 
our complaint 
Mis teason for tho withholding of! the protection of Majesty's Government, 
given now, twenty-one months after the event, is not, the reason which was given ab 
tho time, when it was stated that the protection was withheld on the grounds that the 
iment hid declared the concession to have lapsed in 1906; that 
Mr. Marling has seen the documents upon which the statement was b 
seemed to afford: good grounds for the contention ; that the M i 
produced what. professed to be a copy of the alleged finnan, but that the paper was 
obyionsly hl 1 that the inference was that the signatures thereto were 
forged. 
As sexatrds the statement, now made for the first time, that the Muin-ut-Tujjar has 
not approuched His Majesty's Legation with any request for the inters 
Majesty's Government ou his behalf, we refer you to the contents of our letier of the 
‘4th November and to the statements made therein, none of which have been disputed 
hy your office as heing contrary to fact, and we refer you also to the statement 
coniained in your letter of the Sth uly, 1910, to the effect that the Muin-ut-Tujjar 
camo to tho Jegation on the samo day as Vokil-ul-Roaya Las tsvice subsequently, 
whon ho repeatedly asserted that he had hts, but declined to 
mid that he jure: hi 
Valance of evidence, which 
ard to he oxginst him, but if he would produce proofs and not mere assertions 
due weight would be given to then. 
Your letter also states that we will obse pe we translation of the 
Bill ee byt orsian Medjl onferring on the Muin-ut-Th a new concession 
for the exploitation of the oxide ut Hormuz, and especially from its secoud article, 
whereby thy Muin-ut-Tuj eives compensition for the he was 
deprived of the concession, that, he would appear to have obtained from the Persian 
Govermnent by his own unaided efforts terms far more advantageous than any w 
to intervention of His Majesty’s Government could have secured for him, 
We gather from this docu jar is entitled to a sum 
altogether of 20,1008, spread ove of a sum of 63,7501. 
spread over five years dating from April 1910. 


any request for the intervention of 


If this be the correct interpretation of the dociiment, and if these are better terms 
than any which the intervention of His Majesty's Goverament could have secured, the 
action of His Majesty's Government in inducing us, as the Muin-ut-Tujjar's agents, to 
procure from him the contract, on the grounds that it would afford him protection, 
would appear to be unjustifiable. 

We note that Sir Edward Grey has no objection to the communication to the 
Muin-ut-Pujjar of correspondence, copies of which were enclosed in our last letter, and 
these have now gone forward; and we have been careful to draw the Muin-ut-Tufjar’s 
attention to the fact that His Majesty's Goverment accept no responsibility for tho 
expressions of opinion contained in our letters to hitn of the 30th October last. 

We are also sending to the Muin-ut-Tujjar an extraot from your letter of the 8th 

wary in as fa a8 it applies to his interests, aud @ copy af this letter, to which we 
presume there will bo no objection. 
We are, &e, 
BLLINGER ax Co, 





(2412) No, 130. 
Persian Railways Syndicate to Foreign Office (Received January 11.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Strect, London, 
Sin, January 15, 1912. 

REFERRING to the numerous references in the press lately to the 'Trans-Persian 
Tuilway scheme and to the statements which have been made in this connection as to 
the favourable consideration and support which is being given to the scheme by His 

jesty's Government, we are requested by the chairman to ask if there is any 
for these statements, and ax to'whether His Majesty's Government has 
given any assurance of support to the promoters of this scheme or to any other 
syndicate or persons in connection with railway construction in Persia, 
We are, &e, 
W, LW. BIRD, 





(2266) No, 131. 


Mesars, Lawranee, Webster, Messer, and Nicholls to Foreign Off 
(Received January 17.) 


14, Old Jewry Chambers, London, 
January 15, 912, 
WITH reference to. your letters of 1910 and other correspondence on the subject 
of the purchase of growing timber in Persian territory on tho southern shore of the 
Caspian Sea, we now have the honour to inform you that, with the assistance of the 
ion which you were goo enough to obtsin for us, contract has now beon 
ito between parties entitled to the right to cut timber in a large number of 
forests on the south-western coast of the Caspian Sea and the Caspian, 
eato (Limited), « company registered in London._ ‘iis company’ was form With 
i capital of 8,001, to provide tho expense of sending out agents to inspect 
sts and report upon the local conditions, which reports have heen sutisfactory. 
der the conditions of the contract, a larger company must now be formed to. prove 
the commercial value of the timber, and when this is demonstrated to the sa 
mpany, arrangements will he made for developing the timber resources of 
strict on a considerable scale. 
the reports. obtained by our clients! agents in Persia confirmed the advice you 
Hood enough to give them, and in particular the fact that the title to ‘the 
icular forests which were offered to our clients at the tine of our correspondence 
u might be found defective. ‘This. proved to be the case, and no arrangements 
i the parties Wg at that time to bo entitled to such forests, It 
was found that the right to these forests had beon previously transferred to a Vienna 
rdieate, who have, however, been approached on the subject, and have ultimately 
ipsa o other parties in transferring their rights to the Caspian ‘Vimber Syndicate 
Limited). 
Cur clients appreciate that, as advised by you, the business must ultimately bo 
(1536) z 


Sin, 
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conducted through a Russian company, and in dne course they will no doubt arrange 
accordingly. In the meantime, however, we shall be greatly obliged if, in accordance 
with the first paragraph of your letter of the 13th July, 1910, you would be so kind as 
to inform the Russian Government that the Caspian ‘Timber Syndicate (Limited) bas 
entered into the contract above referred to, and that in duo course the work of proving 
the commercial yalue of the timber will be undertaken by a larger company to be 
formod under terms agreed with the Caspian ‘Timber Syndicate (Limited). We should 
algo esteem i ‘our if similar notification could he made to His Majesty’s chargé 
@afaires at Tohran and to the British consul at Baku, from which centre we are 
informed that operations ean most conveniently be directed, 
We are, &e, 
TAWRANCE, WEBSTER, MESSER, 
axb NICHOLLS, 





(2462) No.1 


Sir (, Barslay to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received January 17.) 
(No. 49.) 
(Wolegraphic,) It. Tehran, January 17, 1912. 
MY despatches Nos, 248 and 251, 
Porsian Government are anxious to he furnished with copy of joint report of the 
two delogatos and of the map accompanying it. 
‘They also ask for copies of the reports of the sittings of tho Erzeroum commission, 
having lost their own copies at the time of the bombardment of the Medjliss, 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





(2464) No. 133. 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey—(Receieed January 17.) 
(No. 17. 
(eget St, Petersburgh, January 17, 1912, 
YOUR telogram No. 93 of 16th Jamunry; Persian treasurer general 
Russian Government concur. Minister for Foreign Affairs said that if the Persian 
Govermment in two or three months wanted (o get rid of Mornard he would not raise 
difticulties, provided that a really good man could be found to take his place and that 
aims was not appointed treasurer-general. 





(2454) No. 134. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir Q. Barclay. 

(No. 38.) 
(Welograhie,) Foreign Office, January V7, 1912. 

MY telegram No. 34 of the 16th Jaunary > Shiraz 

You will understand that we could not hold Shiraz and roads permanently by 
force, as a very large force would be required, and we might in effect be committed 
to occupation ‘of Southern Persia. It is therefore clear that if,as we understand you 
to think, tho situation at Shiraz is untenable, a sufficient force will have to be sent to 
enable guards, aud forcign residents nov there to withdiaye to the coast. In 
that ov vould occupy either Bushire or Bunder Abbas or both till satisfaction 
hind been obtained for recent attack upon vico-ronsul and guards, and til a return to 
Shiraz could be undertaken with safety. 
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[1904] No, 135. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Laxcther, 
(No. 20.) 


(Telegraphic.) _R. Foreign Office, January 17, 1912. 

SIR G. BUCHANAN'S telegram No, 14 of 1th January; Turco-Persian 
frontier. 

When sour Russian colleague receives similar instructions, you are authorised to 
make to the Ottoman Government a communication in the sense ‘proposed. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No, 37, and Tehran, No. 40.) 





1865) No. 136, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No, 34.) 
(Telegraphie.) Poreign Ofice, January 17, 1912, 

YOUR telegram No, 10 of 14th January : Persia, 

Your language approved. 

If the Shah's pension is renowed it must be on the understanding that, if ho 
retunis to Persia without the consent of the two Governments, they will support the 
Persian Government against him, 

As to loan, the best plan will be to facilitate Seligman's proposals if ho will 
renew them, 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 36.) 





(1870) No, 137. 


a Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan. 
(Telographic.) Foreign Ofice, January 17, 1912. 
Popebllt G: BARGLAY'S telegram No, 41 of 14th January Banelen eonbule i 
ersin, 
You can bear this in mind, to be used when opportune in conversation without 
compromising Russian Minister at Tehran, 
(Repeated to Tehran, No. 37.) 





(1904) No. 138. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


(No. 98.) 


(Telegraphic. Poreign Office, January V1, 1912. 
W telegram No, 20 of 17th January: ‘Tureo-Perstan frontier to Gone ttonted 
Inform Russian Government. 


(Repeated to Tehran, No, 41.) 





{1860} No, 139. 
Foreign Ofice to India Office. 


Sir, Poreign Office, January V7, 1912. 
sanad AM directed by Seeretary Sir Edward Grey to acknonledgo the reteiph of your 
ter of the 13th instant regarding the convoy from Bunder Abbas to. Rerman of 

‘ain arms and ammunition for the governor of Kerman, 
Tam to stato, in reply, that Sir E. Grey concurs in the opinion of the Marquess 


¢{ Crewe, as set forth, in the second paragraph of your letter, and has instructed His 
Majesty's Ministor at ‘Tehran accordingly Ve ee 
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Copy of a telegram addressed to Sir G. Barclay in this sense is enclosod.* 
With regard 10 the effect on the perition of fis Majesty's consul at Kerman of 
the withdrawal from Shiraz, I am to add that Sir E. Grey has not lost sight of the 
possibility of having to evacuate Kerman in a similar aie = 
EYRE A. CROWE. 





(2472) aNo240) 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 18.) 
Re we) St. Petersburgh, January 15, 1912. 
"WII referenee to my telegram No. 14 of yesterday's date, T have the honour to 
transmit herowith copy of an aide-mémoire which I have received from the Imperial 
inistry of Foreign Affairs in regard to the oreo erst frontier. 
Wve, dc. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 


Enclosure in No. 140, 
Aide-mémoire communicated to Sir G. Buchanan by Russian Government. 


AINSI quo Vont constaté dans leurs comptes rendus identiques Mr. Shipley et 
inorsky, les déléguds des Gouvernoments russe et anglais qui ont été chargés de 
faire dua 16 oorant do 'St6 puss6 une tournéo sur la paste. dh torritoire persan 
oceupéo par des. troupes turques, les autorités envoyées sur les lieux par la Porte 
forcont lex habitants des villages situés sur ce ferritoire de lour délivrer des 
de leur dévouement envers la 
cette dernibre. Ta population indigéne qui 
jétion poreane ne peut faire autrement que de so 
soumettre aux ordres des autorités turque it que dans le cas contraire les 
i éealitrants seront mis i sae par les Kurdes. Si le Gouvernement ottoman 
inir dun certain nombre de“ mazbata” au dérable que possible, 
quil a manifestemont en yue de los produire en temps et liow & Vappul de ses 
prvtontion sus ie ertoire dont i suit Le Gouvernement Inpéval est aes aul 
audrait prendre des & présent des mesures pour déjouer cette manquyre, qui pourra 
GeHeewentt Hl sors procedd’au oglomant Nant di 
ron (urco-porsi esairy en consiquence do prot v 
Porte contre los mendes ite ses agents dans la zone en litige ot de fa prévenir d'avance 
que les ‘ iyés par Ies agents en question ne sont pas inconnus aux deux 

Gouver ui contestent toute valeur & des documents obtenus de cette fagon, 
binet de Londres partage cette manidre: de voir ct consent & envoyer des 
sons 4 Ambassadeur de Ia Gi ‘4 Constantinople, le 

» mpe Ktrang mnquera pas de sou ebté d'invit 
rvkof do so joindro A Sir Gerard Lowther pour faire une démarche corumune 

dlovant la Porte, 


Saint-Déten mbre, WL 





(2531) No. U1. 
Measra, ENinger and Co. to Foreign Opice— January 18.) 


Sir 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, Jan 
WITH reference to the last paragraph of your letter of the Sth ins 
uur interests and those of Messtx, Andrew Weir and Co. in the matter of Ormuz oxid 
we note that the fucts of the situation as to which you are awaiting farther information 
» those connected with the of the Ahiin-ut-Tujjar as to entering into the 
srooment with the Persian Minister of Public Work: 


* No 1a, 


Tn view of this explanation, it would appear from your letter of the 9th ultimo 
tbat Sir Edward Grey is of opinion that nothing ean be dono in the matter of our 
claims and those of Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co. until you are in possession of this 
information. 

We cannot see what connection there is between the position of our claims and 
those of Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co. and the decision of the Muin-ut-Tujjar ax to 
entering into the agreement with the Persian Minister of Public Works, nor what effoct 
the latter can have upon the former, and we shall be pleased if you ean oxplain tho 
matter to us. 

We are, &e, 
ELLINGER anp Co, 





(2577) No, 142, 


) SiG Barclay to Sir Bihar Grey.— (Received January 18} 
(No. 50.) 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, January 18, 1912, 

MY telegram No. 768 of 20th December. 

Bast of depnty governor at Tabreez, 

When suitable arrangements had been made for this man's safe-conduct through 
Russia to Tehran, T expressed hope to my Russian colleague that, on basti's arrival at 
‘Tehran, Russia would not demand any punishment affecting his life or liberty, aud 
Russian Minister advised bis Government merely to demand cancelling of his ‘itl, 
and informed them that 1 could not acquiesce without. your “authorisation 
in any punishment affecting the basti’s life and liberty. Russian ‘Government 
in their reply, tone of which shows somo annoyance with my attitude, threaten if 1 
Persist, in it to cancel safe-conduct already accorded to bast, so as to be free to deal 
with him as they like whenever he leaves the consulate. Such action would probably 
mean indefinite stay of the basti at the consulate. 

: Ifbasti, though knowing the attitude of Russian Government, 

1 to avail himself of the conduct still open to him to leave consulate and taken 

is chances at ‘Tehran he not be discouraged, and in this case when he leaves 

msulate our responsibility ceases, but that, unless we obtain aasurances from 

Russia that no punishment affecting life or liberty will be demanded without a fate 

trial, we cannot encourage basti to Teave. Do yout concur? If cases wero. roversed, 

and se had a charge against a Russian basti, I am satisfied that Russia would not 
adopt a more amenable attitude than that I have indicated, 

T believe that Russia’s charge against deputy governor is that he falsely roported 
indiscriminate killing of women and children by Russian troops. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh) 





(2562) No, 143. 
ay Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Reecived January 18.) 
No. 51, 
(Telegraphic) R, 

MY telegram No. 26 of 8th January: Holy war, 


Minister for Foreign Affairs informs me that Persian consul-general at Bagdad 
lias succeeded in persuading two Ulemas not to enter Persia. 


Tehran, January 18, 1912. 





(2561) No. 144. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received January 18,) 
(No. 52) Very Urgent, 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, January 18, 1912, 


YOUR telegram No, 34 of 17th January to St. Petersburgh. 
I trust that the Russian Government will not insist on the renewal of the 


(xShah's full pension. I think that, after what has happened, a suitable pension 
would be 50,000 tomans, 


(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





(1586) 
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(2575) No. 145. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 18.) 
(No. 54. 
{filoprphio) _____Tebvran, January 18, 1912. 

‘YOUR tolegram No, 88 of 17th January: Situation in Southern Persia, 

My opinion was based on report of Colonel Douglas, repeated to yon in my 
telegram No, 31 of 11th January, showing that military situation was, in his opinion, 
untenable, and I could scarcely override expert opinion. As indicated in my telegram 
No. 31 of 11th January, Iva, until T received his roport, supported a8 it was by 
‘acting consul's, in favour of maintaining things as they are; but 1 am not in a position 
to deny that such a course would involve risks indicated by Colonel Douglas and 
Smart. 





(2551) No. 146. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
Nitoahie) R. Foreign Office, January 18, 1912. 
YOUR telegram No. 40 of 13th January. as Ta 
Jn present circumstances Mr. Knox had better remain at Shiraz, 





(2561) No, 147. 


Kaward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan. 
No. 40, 
freiogrgoh 5 Foreign Office, January 18, 1912. 
Sie. bARCLAY'S telogeam No. 62 of 18th January : Ex-Shah's pension. 

T sharo his view, and you should indicate this in conversation with Minister for 
preign Aa , 

Tdid not intend to propose restoring full amount of pension. 

(Repeatert to Teliran, No, 42.) 





{2603} No. U8. 


Sir G. Buvelay to Sir Bdvcard Grey.—(Receteed January 19.) 
se? Tehran, January 6, 1912. 
IN continuation of my despateh No. 257 of the 80th December last, Iniow have the 
Honour to teansinit translation of the Regent's “firman””of the 28rd December, ordering 
{general election as soon ns possible,” 
Twill be scon that the Rogont refers in 
presented to the Medjliss by Samsan-es-Sultaneh 
bn the Yad September (see my despatch No. 167 of the 
the Cabinet urge that the deputies of the ne: 
ision of the constituti 


are for oF 
and 10 
a Thave, &. 
G. BARCLAY. 


a 


Enclosure in No. 148, 


Firman for the New Eleetions, 
(Translation.) 

IN the name of his Most Powerful and Exalted Majesty the King of Kings, 
Sultan Ahmad Shah Kajar (may God make luminous his Stato and kingdom). 

Whereas the parliamentary session of the National Consultative Assembly termi- 
nated on the 23rd Zighedeh (15th November, 1911), in order that no lapse should 
‘occur between its expiration and the order for the new elections, with tho issue of this 
firman we notify all those who are entitled to election rights, in accordance with 
new law dated the 4th November, 1911, to be prepared to take steps for the election of 
new deputies, We have also, in conformity with our decree of the 23rd December, 
1911, given ample instructions to the Ministry of the Interior to tako_all necessary 
steps for the good management and execution of the elections and compliance with the 
important legal points, 

On this occasion, we deem it necessary to remind the people of the protected 
provinces that it is of the positive duties of thoso entitled 19 vote fo thoroughly 
poruse and study the electoral law, and in giving assistance to each other in compre- 
ending its meaning and points, to refer to their wisdom and conscience, and to know 
that by means of the votes they give they commit to the charge of their representatives 
for the two new parliamentary years the ease and welfare of their own persons as well 
as the fate and prosperity of the country. 

‘Those who can be truly worthy of such important. powers will have to be honest 
persons cognisant with the needs of the nation, competent to perform this ponderous 
duty, aud whose political notions ought to have been made public to, and known 
by, the electors, 

In view of, the discussions which on the initiative of the Ministers. took place in 
the National Consultative Assembly on the 2nd September, 1911, the Ministers and 
members deemed it necessary that, by a power to be vested in the members by 
the nation, they (members) sliould revise the constitution in the new Medjliss for 
the organisation of the country; we, therefore, having regard to this question, in 

ceordance with the usage of the fundamental rule of a constitutional Goverument 

;amely, the referendum to the people—notify to all the individuals of the nation, 

to those who are to be elected, to have this point in view, that for tho deputies of 

this session this especial power is also observed, 60 that after’ the opening of tho new 

Medjliss they should with freedom of decision and with exhaustive study of the question 
take what steps they may deem advisable 

Although in constitutional countries it is an ordinary custom that the date of the 
beginning of the elections and the date for the opening of the Medjliss are previously 
appointed and notified by the Government, yet as. the elections for this session are in 
accordance with the laye which has been passed by the Medjliss, and as there had beon 
no time to arrange the necessary preliminaries, we havo urgently commanded the 
Ministry of the Interior to take the necessary measures, so that in the electoral centres 
tho preliminaries for the matter should be arranged as soon as possible, and: tho 
elections be beyun ; and that ax soon as the result of the elections should become 

proximately known, to advise us accordingly of the appointment of the opening da 
1 the new Medjliss. ' We also direct tho depities who will be elected to leave (nay it 
please God) for ‘Tehran as soon as possible, 

On this occasion we beseech God Almighty and Most High to Lestow beneficent 
concord and to enlighten the minds of the people by His inspiration, 

ABEL GHASSEM, NASR-UL-MULK. 


(2650) No. 149. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Ieceived January 19.) 


(No. 53,) 
(Telegraphic.) Teliran, January 18, W912. 
"YOUR telegram No. 425 of the 9th December, 1911, and your telegram No, 17 
of the 6th January : Hormuz oxide. 
Muin refuses to pay any. compensation to We Ellinger unless in pursuance of 
n some court of justice or of an arbitral award as provided for in article 1 
contract with them, though in either of these eases he would, T gather, resist 
Payment until he had recovered the amount from Strick, 
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He denies that a claim against bim is not barred by supplementary agreement, 
‘as ho contends that the terms of his concession absolutely preclude the shipinent of 
oxide to Messrs. Weir during the currency of the Persian Government's contract with 
Strick, and eonstitute ws effective hindrance to it on the part of the Persian Govern, 
‘ment as his actual dispossession, 

He professes his personal indifference as to whether he ships to the one firm or to 
the other 

As you have decided that the claim against the Persian Government eannot be 
Piseand and that there is no prosedure by which the matter might be referred to. the 

itish law courts in the first instance, I think that the only practical courses are that 

Messrs. Weir and Pilinger should submit this dispute with Muin to arbitration ag 
provided for in article 14, or that some compromise should be arrived at. might, for 
Instance, endeavour to obtain an under‘aking from Muin and the Persian Government 
that after the expiration of Messrs. Strick’s contract Messrs. Weir and Ellinger should 
be given the option of a. similar contract, you might prevail on Strick to 
compensate in some degres for this delay in their profits by paying to them at least the 
value of the 1,000_tons of oxide which he has received gratis from the Persian Govern- 
ment in consideration for the indenturys he has undertaken. 

Caso brought in a Persian court here would of course be a [?) farce and would 

nvolve Weir and Ellinger in useless expense, 





(2681) No. 150, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey. —(Received January 19.) 
(No, 55.) 
(Pelographicy ‘Tehran, January 19, 1912 

‘OUR telegram No. 38 of 17th January: Situation in Southern Persia, 

T do not clearly understand the advantages of the proposed occupation of Bushire 
‘and Binder Abbas, which, if they are to continue until the vice-consul and guards can 
rotuum with safety to Shiraz, anay be of very long duration. Unless the occupation is 
to be accompanied by a blockado of the coast, it would searcely: affect tho real culprits, 
It would of course bring some stress to bear on the Persian Government, but the 
latter aro only technically responsible for what has occurred, and. there is no sign that 
they are not already doing their utmost towards restoring order on the road—four of 
the Swedish officers are about to start for Shiraz to organise a force. Until we put in 

demand for satisfaction for th occurrences, we shall not know whether an 
eseaeates of Bushire will be necessary in order to obtain it. 

it theso circumstances, and as Tat present mniderstand the case, I should be 
disposed at any rate to postpone occupation, especially while there is still hope that 
Russian occupation in the north may be merely temporary, 

(Repeated to India.) 





(60495/11} 


Sir G. Bareluy to Suv A, Nicolson, {Received January 19.) 
(Unnumbered.) 


(Telegraphie,) DP. shran, January 19, 1912, 
SITUATION in Persia, 


‘The Russian Government have instructed their Minister here to join me in a 
discussion of the situation and of measures that might be adopted for the establishment 
of better order in Persia, 

ild remind you that T have not yet received your despatch No. 315 of the 
mber to Sir G. Buchanan referred to in his telegram No. 33] of the 
inber, but I presume that 1 am authorised to confer with my Russian 


colleague, 

T consider that the Russian Government should have consulted their representative 
earlier, before, in fact, in demanding Shuster's dismissal, they strick such a blow at 
tho stability of the Persian Government, 

My view of the situation as Js at present makes ible for me to 
holiove that subsequent demands by Russia can he compatible with parliamentary 
governnient, and it appears to me that no other form of government would be possibls 
in the circumstances wuless supported by foreign troops. 
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(2577) No. 152, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan. 
(No. 41.) 
(Telegraphie.) Foreign Office, January 19, 1912. 

SIR G. BARCLAY’S telegram No, 60 of 18th January : Basti at Tabreez, 

I concur in Sir G. Barelay’s view, and you should point out to the Russian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs the impossibility of encouraging the basti to leave, unless 
the requisite assurances respecting his life and libe~'y are given by the Russian 
Government. 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 44.) 





(2462) No. 153. 


Sir Baward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(No, 43.) 
(Telegraphic) R. Foreign Office, Jan 
SIR G. BARCLAY’S telegram No, 49 of 17th January Persian frontion. 
Please consult Russian Government as to first paragraph, 


[2462] No. 154. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barelay 


45.) 
(felogrighiey Foreign Office, January 19, 1912, 
"FOUR telegram No. 49 of 17th January Taroo-Porsion fronton, 

We aro consulting Russian Government about first paragraph, As to second, 
‘aro wo right in presuming that reference is to commission which sat at Erzeroum from 
1848 to 1817, a8 no detailed report of the Frontier Commission appointed after the 
ratification in 1848 of the ‘Treaty of Erzeroum was ever communicated to Porsin or 
‘Turkey (see p. 10 of Foreign Office memorandum 8800) ? 

(itepeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 42.) 





(2790) No. 155. 
Mr. Barry to Mr, Mallet.—(Received January 20.) 


(Confidential.) Dartmouth House, 2, Queen Anne's Gate, 
Dear Mr: Mallet, London, January 7, 1912, 

IN the matter of the proposed ‘Trans-Persian Railway scheme, when { had the 
pleasure of seeing you last, you said you would be glad to hear from time to time on 
the subject whenever there was anything of interest to communicate, It is, of course, 
common knowledge that a financial group has been formed in Paris to. provide the 
necessary funds for the survey and the detailed study of the proposed railway, and 
thereafter to apply for the concession from the Persian Government. 

‘has, Tunderstand, now been formally onganised, and it is expected 

be mado on the members in a very short ti 

‘The trend of events has suggested to the minds of some of the members of the 
committee on this side whether in the financial group formed in Paris, British interests 

sulliciently represented, and there appear grounds for saying that there ia ume 

ibtedly a risk that these interests may suffer, if at this stage matters are allowed to 
drift without some more definite understanding being arrived at than at present exists, 
and as touching. this subject Tam taking the liberty to send you herewith an advance 
copy of x memorandum drawn up by Sir Walter Hughes aud snyself for the members of 
the English committee who have taken an interest in the schen 
Yours sincerely, 


ALJ, BARRY, 





1536) 
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[2760] No. 156. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office —(Received January 20.) 


Sir, 25, Abehurch Lane, London, January 19, 1912. 
"T BEG to enclao copies of telegrams exchanged with our chief manager in 
ited tho 17th and 18th instant, aN 
eee losing iat rae intended to era Te Briann Majesty’ contal from 
Shi as a completo surprise, and it is now causing us great anxiety as to tl 
fattro-of on very important trench at that place, Ta the abeahon of any information 
concerning a step of such far-reaching effect, we aro utterly unable to form any opinion 
1s to whether it would be safo for the bank to continue tho branch at Shiraz. may 
add we would only close our branch there under the most severe pressure, as its 
importance to us is very great, Moreover, the branches at Ispahan and Yezd would 
suffor considerably by our withdrawal from Shiraz. If it is finally decided to with- 
draw, we trust that early information will be given us with a view to the best possible 
realisation of our banking securities. ‘There is also the question of the disposal of our 
house property. eae 
'T. JACKSON, Chairman. 


Enclosure in No, 1 
Translation of Telegrams exchanged with Tehran. 
(1) 
Received January 17, 1912. 
PRIVATELY informed by British Minister that British Government decided 


withdraw at once British consul and Indian escort from Shiraz. We do not consider it 
nocessary withdraw bank. What is your opinion ? 


(2) 
Dispatched January 17, 1912, 
Your telegram of to-day, 


Do you confirm it, If so, we must communicate with Foreign Office as to our 
action. 


@) 
Received January 18, 1912, 


We confirm the news. According to instructions from Foreign Office withdrawal 
must be carried out a8 soon as possible, 





[2805] No. 157, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edieard Grey. —(Received January 20.) 

(No, 18, 

(Tihs) hie.) St. Petersburgh, January 20, 1912. 
YOUR telogram No. 41 of tho 19th January: Bast of deputy-governor at 'Tabreez. 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs says that the Russian Government have no 

dosiro that the basti should be condemned to death, but cannot consent to his escaping 
without any punishment at all. He was one of the chief promoters of the recent 
troubles, ancl onght fo be deprived of official rank and salary. His Excellency was not 
lear as to whether this could best be done by his trial or by an administrative act of 
the Persian Governmtent, 
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[2806] No, 158. 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived January 20.) 


No, 19.) 
(ret hic.) St, Petersburgh, January 20, 1912, 
‘OUR telegram No. 43 of to 19th January: Turco-Persian frontier. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs agrees to communicating report, but says that the 
Persian Government have already got map, 





[2807] No. 159. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Rdward Grey.—(Reeeived January 20.) 


No. 20.) 
Telegraphic.) St Petereburgly Jonuary 20, 1912, 

YOUR telegrams Nos, 34, 35 of 17th January, and 40 of 18th January. 

Thad conversation with the Minister for Foreign Affairs thix morning on the 
general situation in Persia, and read to him your despatch No. Id. I dwelt on tho 
serious position in which we were placed in South Persia, and urged’ the necessity of « 
the two Governments uniting their efforts to restore order by giving the Dersian 
Government effective support. 

As regards the ex-Shab, the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs is ready to act in 
the manner reported in the fourth paragraph of my telegram No. 10 of 14th January, 
He agrees to the sum of 60,000 tomans as tho amount of his pension, but begs that 
you will not ask him to give an undertaking that if the Shah returns without thoir 
Consent the two Governments will support the Porsian Government against him, This 
would commit the Russian Government too far; but he would always bo ready to 
yam the Shah of the folly of attempting to regain the throne now that His Majesty's 
Government have deélared that they will under no circumstances rocoynige him, 

His Excellency ropeated that it was necessary to procure a large loan at onco, and 
suggested that it might bo connected with the concossion for tho trans-Persian railway, 
and that the finaneial groups. who were promoting that undortaking tight interest 
themselves in it. spoke to him of Seligman's proposals, and as he knew nothing of 
the negotiations which had taken place on the subject, or of Seligman's conversations 
with the Minister of Finance, I gave him a short account of them, He asked ino 
Whether I thought that Seligman would be prepared to renew his proposals. I replied 
that, if his Excelleney concurred, we might approach him on the subject. His 
Excellency said that he must first speak to the Minister of Finance, 

With regard to Kazvin troops, Minister for Foreign Affairs said that he would 
withdraw them as soon as he could, but some Russiin soldiers had recently boon fired 
at at Resht, and as long as there was the least danger of a fresh outbreak of disordora 
Russian public opinion would not condone their withdrawal. I suggested. that 
they might at any rato bo recalled from Kazvin to Iteuht or ‘Tabrees, aye 
first step to their completo, withdrawal, He. seomed to think this possible, but 
added that such a step would be better received here were the Persian Governs 
ment to engage to pay, as soon as their financial position permitted it, an 
indemnity to the families of the Russian killed and wounded, Ho relucod the mous 
of this indlenmnity to-day from 1,000,000 to 200,000 or 250,000 roubles, He coneluded 
by saying that he would cousult the military authorities on the question. 

T then remarked that if the two Governments were to work to any good pur 
to establish a stable régime it was essential that they. should be loyally supported hy 
their agents in that country. ‘The best relations existed between the two Ministers, 
Dut subaltern agents were inclined to take a line of their own, We had had tho ome, 
of Major Stokes, but we had recalled him. I feared, however, that somo of the Russian 
consular officers liked to create incidents, or, at all evonts, to exaggerate them, and 
even to play the part of agente prowoatcure 

‘Tho Minister for Foreign Affairs roplied that he was not satisfied with some of his 
consuls; that the Russian Minister at Pehran had ever complained of them ; that he 
would probably have to make some changos, including, perhaps, the removal of the 
Russian consul-general at ‘Fehran. 

Tearried away from this conversation the impression that the Minister for Foreiga 
Affairs is most anxious to work loyally with us and to re-establish normal and corrent 
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relations with Persia, His policy has, however, beon recently attacked in the press, 
‘and his influence in the Government is no longer what it wos when M. Stolypin was 
Prosident of the Council. ‘The attacks made on Russia by the Persian committee, 
which are bitterly resented here, render it more difficult for him to mect our wishes, as 
he will probably be accused of yielding to British dictation. 





[2464] No. 160, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay, 

(No. 47.) 2 
‘Telegraphic, Foreign Office, January 20, 1912, 
Your ‘aa No, 38 of 13th January and Sir G, Buchanan's telegram No. 33 
of 16th January : ‘Treasurer-general, 5 : 

When your Russian colleague is similarly instructed, you should inform Persian 
Government that His Majesty's Government acquiesce in Mf. Mornard’s appointment as 
acting treasurer-general pending an exchange of views with the Persian Government 
for w definite appointment, 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 44.) 





(2575) No. 161. 
Sir Hdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


No. 48, 

{logs ic) Foreign Office, January 20, 1912. 
YOUR tolegram No Southern Persia, 
My. telogran January eto explain why wo. prfor 


1 received all. points to one or the other of these 
nevitable, and to opinion that position at Shiraz will be untenable by 
Lthink you were amply justified in expressing this opinion. 





No. 162. 
Sir @. Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey. —(Received January 21.) 


Tehran, January 21, 1912, 
YOUR telogram No. 45 of 19th January, last paragraph: Turco-Persian 
front 
Yes, 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 





(2968) No, 163. 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 22.) 


5 January 10, 1912. 
WITH rofirence to my telegram No. 2 of the 1st instant, Uhave the honour to. 
forward. to you her jes of the two notes ‘aide-mémoire which I 
reported in’my_ abo i 1 received from the Persian 
Government on the subject of the recent attack on Mr. Smart's escort in the south, 
Thave, &o, 
G, BARCLAY. 


oT 


Enclosure 1 in No. 163, 


Vosuk-ed-Douleh to Sir @, Barelay, 
(Translation,) 
Your Excellency, Teliran, December 30, 1911, 

I HAVE reosived with much regret your Excellency’s note of the 27th instant 
respecting the attack stated to have been'made on Mr, Smart's Indian escort by the 
inhabitants of the villages in the neighbourhood of Kazerun, 

On the evening of the 26th, when Abbas Kuli Khan informed me verbally of 

incident, after expressing my regret for the incident, I sent strong telegrams for 

estigation into the matter, punishment of the offenders, and for the protection 
of Mr. Smart and party. I aim waiting for the reports of the measures taken by 
the local authorities, when I will communicate again with you on the subject. 

1 do not consider it superfuous to refer you to my reply of the 30th October last, 

T bad foreseen the difficulties which might arise on the arrival of the Indian 
troops. I also refur you particularly to the passage in your note of the 24th of the 
same month, in which you have expressly stated that the force in question will 
neither patrol the roads nor make expeditions, I have to add thut, had the British 
Government carefully considered my sincere statements at the time, there would have 
Teen lens chance ofthe present regrettable incident fur which the Pesoan Goversaunt 
extremely sorry, 

‘While drawing your Excellency's attention to the opinion alll the time expressed 
by the Persian Government, 1 tne the honour to inform you that the Persian 
Government will make every possible effort for the punishment of the offenders 
and for the preservation of tuttablo respect towards, Mr. Smart, and I request the 
assistanco of your Government in the matter in order that the measures. taken 
by the Persian Government may freely and without hitch or hindrance ¢ome to a, 
successful isaue, 

Tavail, &, 
VOSUK-ED-DOWLEH. 


Enelosure 2 in No, 163, 


Vosuk-ed-Dowleh to Sir G. Barclay. 
(Translation.) 
‘Your Excellency, ‘Teheran, Decomber 30, 1911, 

SIMULTANEOUSLY with the receipt of your Bxcellency's note of the 30th 
instant regarding the arrival of 269 Indian infantry at Bushite, the Ministry of Forel 
Affiirs received a telegram from the Governor of the Gulf ‘ports, stating that the 
consulate-general informed him on the 29th that the troops would arrive on the 80th, 
The governor at the same time states that in view of the presont public exoitement, 
which is on account of the present incident, the arrival of the troops may in all proba: 
Dility give rise to some unexpected incidents, 

1, therefore, have the honour to inform you that at the present moment when the 
public excitement is not yet allayed, the Persian Government udhere more than ever to 
the opinion expressed in my note of the 30th October last, on the occasion of the arrival 
of the Indian sowars, 

1 feel confident that a friendly Power will not admit that before the difficulties 
created by the dispatch of the first party of oops are removed (and ofthese Mr, Smart 
regrettable incident is an example), further troubles should bo created by the dispatch 
of fresh troo] 

_ As is evident from the telegraphic reports received from the Shiraé Karguzari, and 
Nhich were sent to the legation for your information, the measurys taken by the Persian 
Government for the arrest of the perpetrators have been quick in their effect, and the 
men have been arrested by the Government officials. Of course, after full investigation, 
they will be punished, 

Under these circumstances there will be no necessity for the dispatch of further 
troops on the part of that friendly Power, as such a measure will increase ‘the prosent 
difficulties. 

[1536] 20 
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T earnestly hope that your Excellency will take the matter into serious considera- 
tion, move your Government to give up their present intention, and oblige the Persian 
Government by the removal ofthe causes of the prosnt dius 

avail, &c, 
VOSUK-ED-DOWLEH. 


Rnolosure 3 in No, 163. 
Aide-mémoire communicated to Sir G. Barclay by Persian Government. 


ACCORDING to a telegram received this morning from the Movagher-ed-Dowleb, 
the British consul-general has informed him that. force of 250 Indian soldiers are landing 
to-day at Bushire, : aes 

Contenporansously sith’ thie istimnatioa, the Minister for Koreigu, Alfain this 
morning received Sir G, Barclay’s note corroborating that statement, and requesting 
that ficilities he afforded for the disembarkation of these troops. 


|, Hussein Khan is instructed to inform the British Minister that the Persian 
Government have taken without loss of time the most s| igen measures to deal them- 
solves with tho situation ; us the Vossuk-ed-Dowleh himself assured Sir George when 


hho expressed deop regret on ‘Thursday, all necessary steps are being taken to ensure 
Mr, Smart's sufo artival in Shiraz and the exemplary punishment of the offenders. 
Already, according to a telegram received yesterday and communicating to the British 
i 


Minister through Abbas Kuli Khan, tho’ culprits, or a mumber of them, have been 
‘pprohendd, and they will bo dealt with, after an enquiry, withthe utmost rigour of 
the law. 

2, Moreover, Sit George Barclay will admit that by the improper use of Maxim 
guns the sowars have already exacted for these untoward incidents a more than sufficient 
Feparation represented by the loss of over 100 Persian lives, i 

On the other hand, it cannot be denied that the Russian ultimatum to which 
Great Britain was « party, has crvated « widespread anti-foreign feeling in the country, 
which it will not be #0 easy to.modify, It hus intonsified the agit dy fostered 
by the increnss of consular guards, 


Rurelay's note, with the poriod of religious mou xn the susceptibilities of the 
people ate awakened in a peculiar degree, make it difficult for the Government—who 
sare quite able themselves to cope with the situation—to take any responsibility for t 
saluty of a foreign armed forve, 

Hussein Khan is to urge strongly that any contemplated measures be dispensed 
with, and freo field given to the Porwian Government to exercise their leg 
sovereign action, 

‘The situation is a delicate one and requires to be handled with great care 
guard against all provocation, which might have disastrous consequences. ‘The British 

Livister knows that the southern tribes aro numerons and powerful; they are brave, 
ilwell urmed, Once their passions are aroused aud such foreign intervention 
vo that end—it will be a gigantic task to bridle thew, 

Au expedition in the prosnt circumstances would not only be a direct int 
of the sovereignty of Persia, but it would defeat the very object it was intended to 
ser 

Hussein Khan is, finally, to appeal 'to . Barclay's feelings of friendship for 
Persia, his foresight and sagacity, and his desire to facilitate the arduous task of the 
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Cabinet (at a moment when they are hard pressed by so many misfortunes) to urge the 

British Government, for the above reasons and extenuating ciroumstances, not to take 

any drastic measures, but to leave it to the Persian Goverment to deal themselves 
fectively with the situation, 


December 30, 1011. 





(2860) No. 164. 


rors Sir G. Lowther to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received January 22.) 
0, 36, 
Sir, Constantinople, January 16, 1912, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch which I havo 
received from His Majesty's consul at Van dealing with various points connected with 
the Turco-Persian frontier question. 

You will observe that, the frontier line given by Captain Seel in this despatch 
would not include the district of Deshtebil, between Urmia and Ushnu, which is now 
in the ion of the Turks, ‘The ‘Turkish boundary does not, however, include 
Soujbouiak, bat asses round itt the south and west 

On the whole, the ling indicated by Captain Secl is less advanced than the one 
apparently indicated by the commissioners reports as being the boundary of the 
territory now occupied by the Turks, 

I would venture to suggest that it would be very useful if Captain Seel could be 
furnished with copies of the commissioners’ reports, 

Thave, &e. 
GERARD LOWTHER, 


rr 
Enclosure in No. 164. 
Vice-Consul Sect to Sir G. Lowther. 


, 28.) 
Van, December 26, 1919, 

IN my telegram No, 12 I had the honour to inform your Exeelleney of tho 
positions on the frontier said to be held by the Turkish frontior guards, 

By reference to the map it will be seen that the frontier line bounding the 
territory claimed to be Turkish descends south from Bayezid to Razi. Tt then turns 
east, skirting the south edge of the Kotur country to Yeadikhan, It then turns 
south through Vardane, Nazirova, west of the Salmas plain, to Chari. (Kala Chie 
From hero it turns south-east to Jamalava and Galungi, on the main Khoi-Urmia road, 
‘Thence it bonds back, leaving the Unain plain to Bersa, to. Tas, From hore it 
appears to run in a south-easterly direction through Nawana, Ushnu, and Nagirde to 
Soujboulak, but the incompleteness of our maps prevented me from following this part 
saocurately 

This line is what the military authorities claim to represent the statue quo. Your 
Excellency will be able to judge whether this line correspouds with that represented as 
being the frontier to the British and Russian commissioners who travelled there this 
suininer. 

‘This information, having been given to me voluntarily, evidently with a view to my 

nitting it to your Excellency, leads me to believe, tat in the aummgr they may 

ibly have represented themselves as not. being quite so advanced; the more 80 a8 T 
have been told that some minor officials hoast of having deceived the commissioners, 

In order to prevent the Russians from sending troops to Urmia, it evidently would 
suit the purposes of the Turks to claim that their posts had always extended s0 1 to 

ly cut off Urmia from the north, ‘The vali here says that the troops sont to Khot 
how occupy posts distributed along the main Kboi-Urinia road, 

As regards the calling to the colours of the Thtint (my telegram No. 13), from a 
military source I have learnt that only five battalions were to be strengthened, and that 
to the extent of 200 men each, who would bo replaced by recruits when possible, ‘The 
inference is that the effective of the battalions on the frontier at present is only 200, 
and that itis desired to raise them up to the normal peace strength of 400. ‘There is 
discrepaney between this information and that contained in my telegram, but I am 
unable to day at present which is the more likely to be true, 
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‘Tho reason now alleged for the strengthening of these battalions is the fear 
that the close proximity of the Russlan troops will excite the Kurds in the 
Nevshi-i-Sharkie to further lawlessness, and that theretipon the Russians, on the 
pretext that the Turkish Government was unable to maintain tranquillity, might 
‘attempt to enter this territory. Pi 

Te appears that since my despatch No, 25, after a certain amount of vacillation, the 
Government sent instructions to the military authorities here to avoid as far as 
possible for the presout any action that might raise the Persian frontier question. 

‘As evidence of Russia’s hostile intentions with regard to the Neval 
addition to the accusation that Russin supplies these frontier Kurds with arms and 
systematically instigates them to lawlessness and rebellion against Twrkish rule, and 
the alleged purchase Ly the Russian Bank at Urmin of the tapous of the lands of the 
evicted Permian hans, the cago of Abdul Rezzak, who, while engaged in rousing the 
hostility of the Kurds to, Turkish rule, was accorded ‘protection by the Russian vice- 
oiibul at Urmia, is algo cited, Further, i is alleged that in the district of Erkil two 
Russian missionaries are busily evgaged in converting the Nestorians to Orthodoxy, 
‘and that the Russian consul of Mosul, a lieutenant-cofonel of the General Staff, who 

‘sit to Van this summer, made'a reconnaissance of the Wazna Pass route and 
ict during his return journey. 
reference to my telegram of the 15th November, the transport waggons 
formed « portion of the caravan of animunition have returned to Van, and I have 
‘isoortained that they left their portion of the ammunition at Ashkale, Other consign- 
mite went (o-Aztiatnd 8 

















‘and Serai. 

1 do not. e@ anything abnormal in these movements unless it bo that normal 
activity should provail in the straightening out of the chaos which has existed in this, 
and to'n lesser dogreo in the Erzeroun, Army Corps. 

‘hero in no doubt that the ehief Simko of Kotur is a grievous thorn 

the side of the Turkish Government, and that if Turkey had been as favourably 
situated ax other nations it would have been considered as having more than a 
fuflcient pretext for assuming the control of the Kotur country. Whatever 
be the cause of Simko's restlessness, it is a fact that the ‘Turks suffer great 
annoyance from him, and dare not, for fear of remonstrances from foreign Powers, take 
‘effective measures for his suppression, 

ie control of the Van-Serai-Kotur-Khot ia olso regarded as of strat 

iinportance by the Turks. ‘This view I have further explained in an. appreciation, 

om military’ considerations only, of the value to Turkey of the Nevabi-i-Sharkie, which 
Thave the Honowe to enclos 

‘This appreciation embodies the considerations which appear to have weight with 
thi ‘Turktah tllitary authori, bud Tfortasdl it in he hope that fe maybe of id 
to the understanding of th jees which Turkey would be prepared to make for the 
preservation of these ditiets ether now or at any future date when more fortunstely 
situated. 
































Thaye, &e, 
L. MOLYNEUX-SEE! 











(2867) No. 165. 


Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 22.) 
43.) 





in, 


. Constantinople, January 17, 1912, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 36 of the 16th instant, T have the honour to 
forward herewith « despatch from His Majesty’s consul at Erzeroum, respecting the 
journey of a Russian staff officer to Kharput. 





Thave, &e. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 





pig 


Enclosare in No. 165. 


Consul MeGregor to Sir G. Lowther, 

(No.1,) 

{Confidential 
, 


‘i " Erzeroum, January 3, 1912. 
. _ WITH reference to Captain Molyneux-Sell’s. despatch No, 28 of the 25th ultimo, 
in which he discusses the probable Turkish lines of advance in the event of hostilities 
Russia, T hive the honour to report to your Excellency that Colonel Vyshinsky, 
the staff officer attached to the Russian consulate-general at Erzeroum, who loft here 
Pith is family on the Lth November, ostensibly on leave, is now staying at 
laving spent 6 last seve vm it i istri 
So ae cat the last seven weeks in travelling through the distits of 
s I have now reason to believe that the leayo of absenco granted to Colonel 
Vyskinsky will not begin to run until his arrival at Bei Fimplloatsl cua} 
is engaged on the collection of military rateeerinne Ser or ene Re 





Thave, &o. 
P. J. GC. MoGREGOR, 





(3072) No. 166, 


India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received January 22.) 
Sir, 






















raph of your letter I am to aay that the Secretary. 


te re much pleasure of the good servi n 
Mr. Smith and by the Indian troops, and he will not fail tokeibg then to eG A 


Proper quarter. “But though he reeogaises that. the circumstances wero of excoptional 


difficulty he thinks that th i is 
aly bo thinks that ehe grant of any tangible reward is not called for and would 


Tam, &, 
LIONEL ABRAHAMS. 


a 


2D 
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(2841) No. 167. 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received January 22.) 
Goan hie.) Re Tehran, January 22, 1912, 
YOUR tolegram No, 34 of 16th January. : ; 
Iiiar conplacen oi srpeccre coautiae officers I do not think that there is 
any need to evacuate Yezd or Ispahian, or that evacuation of Shiraz will have very much. 
effect at Kerman. “ 
(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to India.) 





(2842) No. 168. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reccived January 22, 
Wiens) hic.) Tehran, January 22, 1912, 
FOLLOWING sont to Tndia:— 


“Your telegram 8, No. 18 of 19th January. r ) 

“After consultation with Colonel Douglas, I consider that a brigade of four 
battalions of infantry, of which one should be pioneers, and one or two mountain 
atteries would be required, in addition to communications troops, which should be at 
east two battalions, ‘The best time for the troops to arrive would he towards the end 
of March, ‘Tribes would be then beginning to move, and would be more vulnerable, 
Walor would be abundant, and there would bo some grazing for the animals, 

“Ts it intended to withdrayy squadron from Ispahan ? British consul-general thinks 
that this might bo dono without endangering life and property of British subjects, 
though it would diminish (2) prestige. Squadron could probably proceed to the coast 
by the Bakhtiari road unsupported by other troops. 





(2266) No, 169, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 

‘0, 19, seein 4 
ae) Foreign Office, January 22, 1912. 

” WITH roference to Mr. 0'Boiruo's despatch No. 302 of the 9th July, 1910, relative 
to the purchaso by a Br dicate of growing timber in Persian territory on the 
nouthern shore of the Caspian Sea, I transmit to your Excellency herewith copy of 
lotior from the solicitors to .* setting forth the present position of th 
ontorprise, and asking that the necessary information on the subject may he conveyed 
to tho Russian Government i 7 

1 havo to request your Excelloney to address a note to the Russian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in the sonse desired by the frm. 

Tam, &e. 

E, GREY, 





(8164) No. 170, 
Mesara, Ellinger to Foreign Office —(Received January 23,) 


Sir, 28, Ozford Strect, Manchester, January 22, 191 
\VITH further referonce to your letter of the 8th instant relative to the Mi 
ut-Tujjar’s right to your umolicial protection in. respect of the disputed Hormuz 
concession, we aro now in receipt of letters from this gentleman in which he writes as 

follows -— 

“T have just received your telegram of the 4th instant, which has very much 
astonished! me, in that you tell me that the Foreign Office states that I have not applied 
to the British Legatio i protection, and that in the opinion of this logation , 
Ido not wish for their protection, &e., As far as I think, Ihave always persisted in 


* No, 131, 
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seeking this protection, not only through your mediation, but myself personally at 
‘Tehran, and I havo always forced myself to aet in such a manner that this protection 
might be granted me at the desired moment, You have assured me that if T trans. 
acted business with an English firm the British Government would protect my rights ¢ 
but, unhappily, when the time arrived and I applied to you and to the legation, they 
have not kept the promises which they made, and both the Foreign Office and the 
egation have excused themselves, alleging that a member of the Medjliss, Vekil-el- 
Royaya, had stated that the firman had expired. 

“In the first place, the statement of a member of the Medjliss is not a document, 
and especially the statement of a man like Vekil-cl-Royaya, about whose misdeeds 
have been published long articles in the newspapers, and who only acted in this manner 
in order to obtain a commission, 

,‘In the second place, Thad already deposited my firman at the legation, and this 
had been translated by the dragoman of the logatony vie had itor eat as Foreign 
Office that the firman was in perpetuity. 

“Thirdly, I protested to you that, admitting that the Foreign Office had not kept 
the. promises which it made me, it is you whom I hold responsible for my losses, 
seeing that it is you who informed me that the protection had heen promised. 

“Fourthly, if you will refer to my letter you will seo that 1 had to submit to 
foree. 

“As regards your statement in your telegram that Iwish to make a contract with 
the Persian Government in conformity with the Medjliss's Bill, this ia not a wish, but 
rather submission to force. 

so juve Deen waiting patiently for twenty-threo months for a just Government to 
do me justice, but unhappily I gave in at the evidenco: that the situation was. bom, 
aggravated after my stock of tho valuo of 40,0001. had beon confiscated. Although L 
was given @ bond of 24,0001, they kept back, however, everything until Thad uocopted 
the proposals which were made to me, and if Chad not accepted T should not have got 
into possession of my funds go soon, 

“Considering the situation of the country, and in order to reduce the figuro of the 
losses I have suffered, and also to re-enter into possession of my mines, I have had to 
aecopt the forcible propositions looking forward to happier days to protest against the 
injustice, 

1 lay great stress on obtaining the protection of the British Government, pro- 
viding that it is complete and not like it has been in the past, 

““In my opinion, the best way would be if you could get tho Foreign Office to 
telegraph to Sir George Barclay in order to enter into negotiations with ino and to 
guarantee me his support for tho golution of the Hormuz question, in order that we may 
be able to enter into discussion for the solution of Messrs, Strick’s affair first of all. 

“If the legation guarantees me its support to act in the matter as an impartial 
indge, I think Tecan prove that their contract has been illegal and that they have taken 
without right the oxide which I had Drepared for you, and in ease the Iogation would 
not be willing to allow Messrs. Strick’s contract to be cancelled, at leust they should 
oblige these gentlemen to meet their engagements towards you and forbid them to 
make further shi hefore your affair has been settled, 

“According to a document of our Foreign Office, which came into my. possession 
about four months ago, the Persian Legation, London, has informed Messrs Siriek that 
if in the space of twenty days your affair had not been settled, these gendemen 
would be held responsible for all the damages which might result In our now 
arrangement with the Government I am not compelled to execute theit eontriet, 
but Tam held responsible for any loss which the non-execution would causo. the 
Government. 

“ Moreover, I think, if Messrs. Strick do not moet their engagements wo will havo 
the right to cancel their contract, but if anything is done in accordance, with the 
legation there will be no further unpleasantnesses for us. 1 thiuk also’ that, if 
Messrs. Strick’s affair is settled, our affair with the Persian Government will beceino 
simpler. 

tn case such a telegram is dispatched to Sir George Barclay, T shall thank you 
to advise me.” 


We hope you will give the matter your serious consideration, and that you will bo 
able to see your way to cable to Sir George Barclay on tho lines indiceted by. the 
i 


Mr. M. Ellinger will call upon you on ‘Thursday next, and hopes then to hear that 














106 


Enclosure in No. 172. 





Commander-incchief, Hast Indies, to Admiralty. 


Melegraphio Calcutta, January 20, 1912. 
K “REPAIRS in Persia. 

‘The unruliness of the tribes at Fars and Luristan is to be greatly accounted for by 
facility with which arms and ammunition can be obtained from trucial chiefs of coast anid 








‘Albida and Koweit, Tt is known that lorge quantities are going to those places from 
Muscat, partly by land, partly by sea, ‘Tribes are at present mostly armed with small- 
Tore aidueth Fe araonnieinn, which catnst be fellioh Older Ate of Wiis the 





cartridge cases can bo filled’ up by black powder many times, are mostly sold to 
tribes farther north and east, Only routes by which ammunition’can be obtained are 
first through Russin, second through ‘Turkey vii Bagdad, third across Persian Gulf. 
wt nl seo are net pmitieabe at prose fr largo supplies and if wo atop thnd 
the movement among the tribes must come to an end svon for want of ammunition, 

At conference of the 20th January, at which general policy to be pursued was 
discussed, it was decided that blockade'should be made as stringent as possible, At 
request of Viceroy and Government of India I have ordered Proserpine” to proceed 
immediately to Bersian Gulf 








(e187) No. 173, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Hdweard Grey—(Reccived January 23.) 
(No. 49.) 
(iicgeohie Tehran, January 23, 1912. 


PERSIAN Government have learnt from telegrams which they have tapped that 
‘combined movement on ‘Tehran in the intorests of the ex-Shah is contemplated by the 
forces of Shuja-ed-Dowlch and of othor agents of the ex-Shah at Ardebil and other 
places in Azerbaijan, This discovery has caused the Regent and the Cabinet great 
anxiety. 
clegrurs which have be 
cers are encouraging the movement, 

You might see your way to urge Russia to discourage any scheme of Shuja-ed- 
Dowloh on behalf of the ex-Shah, as it would only be owing to the Russian occupation 
that he would be able to carry 

The Rogont and the Persian Gove 
time in making known to tho Persian Gov 












read to me leave little doubt that the Russian consular 

















went both urge that we should lose no 
minent our joint programme, which they 
iso will include some proposs with the ex-Shah. In this connection 
ister for Foreign Affairs reminds me of your promise that after [? group omitted : 
? compliance with} Russian demands as formulated in second ultimatum [? groups 
nitted: ? your influence) would be usod for future measures helpful to Persia (sce 
your HpogemiN 462, repeating Foreign Ofice telegram No. 834 of 16th December to 
St. Potorsburgh). 
inister for Foreign Affairs begged me not to divulge to Russian Minister 























that tolograms had heen tapped. 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 





(9267) No: 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey —(Reeei 








74. 





d January 23.) 








io) St. Petersburgh, January 23, 1912, 
. BARCLAY'S telegram No. 43 of 15th January: Imperial Bank's 
minting contract, 
‘To-day’s “"Novoe Vremya” contains a telegram from its Tehran correspondent 
intaining that the extension of the Imperial Bank of Persia's minting contract ia 
lainly contrary to tho Anglo-Russian understanding and to the interests of the 
Risian Bante. 
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2805) No, 175. 
ee Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barélay. 


(Telegraphic) Foreign Ofice, January 23, 1912, 
IR G. BUCHANAN'S télegram No. 18 sya, Bast at dep 
oven; BUCH ~gram No. 18 of 20th January: Bust of deputy 
constr? Seems at present no alternative tothe man’s remaining at His Majesty's 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 47.) 











[2807] No, 176. 
8) Sir Bdward Grey to Sir @. Buchanan, 
flegraphic.) rei 2 
“POUR elegram No. 20 of 20th Tanuarys Begun fo mead ae 


‘ol 

Your language is approved. 

should wish you to obtain from the Minister for Foreign Affairs s soon 98 
ce ible a definite reply to the yaricisipalots raised in the identis telegrain of the two 
‘ ters (Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 29 of 10th Jannary), as it is of importance 
ae Proposals should be placed hefore the Persian Government without undue 

With regavd to pension to ex-Shah, it must bo remembered that ho han fore 
all equ t ble claim to one, His incursion put the Porsian Government. to beeen 
thereby weakening them and contributing indirectly to increase stato ot disorder 
in the south, which is inflicting great injury upon British trado and places us in a 
very embarrassing position. If, therefore, he reccives a ponsion it should only be in 
return for some increaked security against his return, He should at lonst give a 


written promis to reside in Russia and not return’ wit i 
rec ithout consent of Russian 


ee es for Foreign Affairs ought to exact some security to this effect, ns, 


rnment were not cognisant of his return, it sooms impossible that 
be should have retried 4 Persia throug, Russian torritory” ot recoived. any support 


from it without some negli, e on part of subordi Russi cil 
arian soe eigenen dinate Russian officials, 























[3651] No. 17, 
go. Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
ir, 


ed Foreign Office, 
ISPOKE to Connt Benckendorft in the senso alate fen ae hare g 


date about the ex-Shah’ emphasising the damage which the ex-Shah's 


bs : Aig eS ia 
incursion into Persia had done incidentally: to British interests in Southern Persia, 
it the ex-Shah out of Persia. 


Count Benckendorff said. the important thing was te 

He did not deprecate a written undertaking: such Thad i it 

Dut it, might be that the ox-Shah would refuse to. com out or teare ae 
‘on the condition if his withdrawal fr Persia 








condition. Would it be wise to i 





a Eton sur it? T said if the ex-Shah did come out of Persia without 


ussian Government should put him under surveill 


Tam, &, 
E, GREY. 


lance, 
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(2266) 





No. 178. 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Lawrance, Webster, Messor, and Nicholls, 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, January 23, 1912. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
otter of the 15th instant, relative to tho purchase by a British syndicate of growing 
timber in Persian territory on the southern shore of the Caspian Sea, and to state that 
ho has instracted His Majesty's Ambassador at St, Petersburgh to convey the necessary 
Information to the Russian Government in accordance with your request, and has 
similarly notified His Majesty's Minister at Tehran and consul at Baku. 

Tam, &. 

LOUIS MALLET. 








(3484) No, 179. 


Note communicated by Count Benckendorff, January 24, 1912, 


MR. SHIPLEY et M. Minorski ont constaté clairement que los Tures se sont avaneés 
assez loin au dala de la zane contestée, et sur toute gon étendue, et qu’ils y ont pris 
‘toutes Jes mesures indiquées pour y affermir lour autorité, 

Lo Gouvernement: Impérial regoit en outro de bonnes sourses des informatious 
portant que le Gouvernement ture prépare Yexpédition dans, In zone oceupée par Ini, 
do nouveaux contingents militaires, et de nombreuses indications pronvent le désir da 
Gouvernement ture d'occuper tout Je Soujboulak persan, oft, duailleurs, les déléguds 
usnominds ont eonstaté que Vexpansion turque ne stest nullement arrétce, 

Ku vue do ce qui préedde, ot en vue aussi quo la Commission tureo-perse de 

i coF nos ‘pon sen travaux, fo Gouvernement, Impérial estine 























Gouvernement Impérial peuso qu'il y aurait lieu, si ce projet était approuvé par 
Sir Edward Groy, que des instructions A oot effet soient données aux Ambassadeurs 
Angleterre ot de Russie 4 Constantinople, 






ialo de Russie, Londres, 
te 24 jan 








(8411) No. 180, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdhoard Grey.—(Reeeived January 24.) 
(No. 60.) 
(Telegraphic) 1, Leleran, January 2, 1912. 
YOUR telegram No, 47 of 20th January: ‘Treasurer-general. 
Russian Minister has not received these instructions, 
(Repeated to St, Petorsburgh.) 








(9415) No, 181. 









(No, 61) 
(elographie.) Teliron, January 24, 1912, 
OVERNMENT of Tadia's tologram of 23rd January, ponaionta paragraph, 





Until T know what reparation is to be dem 
able to make sugge 
which will be nec 

(Addressed to I 





, and on this point I hope to be 
row, T eannot advise as to the amount of pressure 








‘oreign Office ; sent to India.) 
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(3412) No. 182. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Recetved January 24) 


(Xo, 62.) 
fi hic.) Tehran, January 24, 1912. 
“POUR telogram No, 50 of 23rd January : Bast ot deputy governor at Tabreez, 


Tam quite willing, with your approval, to urge basti to leave the British consulate, 
provided that he be given saf-conduct to Telran, and that, Russian Gevernment. give 
proper assurances that they will not demand forther punishiment thon that indicated 
in Sir G. Buchanan's telegram No, 18 of 20th January. 

(Repeated to St, Petorshurgh,) 





[3418] No. 183. 
No, 6g) 517 4 Bavelay to Sir Batward Grey.—(Reccived January 24.) 
Wo. 63. 
(Telegraphic. Tehran, January 24, 1912, 
YOUR tetogram No, 80 of 13th January. 


After seoing Lecofire and satisfying myself that he is not likely to prove an 
undesirable, Tasked Mornard to give him a post in the south, and Mornard is now 
urging his appointment at Shiraz upon the Persian Goverument,” I shall, if necossary, 
support his action, 








(8413) No, 184, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Crey.—(Received January 24.) 
(No. 64) 
(Molographis) Tehran, January 24, 1912, 
MORNARD has asked the permission of the Persian Government. to engago eight 


Belgians as assistants for the Treasury, a8 nearly all tho American, assistants desize 
to leave, 

‘He asks my support, but ag the engagement of these Belgians will naturally tond 
to consolidate Mornard’s position as treasuror-general, I ask your sanction hofore 
supporting his application, which, unless he is instructed to the contrary, will certainly 
have the support of my Russian colleague. 

‘Tho engagement of Europeans in place of the resigning Americans ia of courso 
necessary. 


(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





(3429) No. 185, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Bdeard Grey—(Received January 24.) 
(No. 22) 
(Telegraph) St, Petersburgh, January 24, 1912, 

TSPOKE to the Minister for Foreign Affairs this afternoon in the tormé of your 
telegram No, 48 of 287 January, and supplemented it by repeating what Sit G. Barlay 
had reported in his telegram No. 59 of 2rd January about projected movement on 
‘Tehran and encouragement given to it by Russian consula. 

His Excolleney assured mo that he did not believe for a moment that Russian 
consuls wero encouraging such s movement, though their sympathies might be with 
the ex-Shah, as they imagined that they’ understood Persia botter than their 
Government and had no confidence in the new régime. He would, however, telegraph 
to the Russian consul-general at Tabreoz to do all he could to discourage 
Shujared-Dowleh, and to warn him that, if he made any such movement, Russia 
would have nothing more to do with him, 

‘He was quite prepared to join His Majesty's Governinent in making a communica 
tion to the Persian Government on the lines proposed by the Ministers, Ho had 
already, he said, explained attitude which ho was ready to take with regard to tho 
exShal, and would agree to attach to his pension condos that ke eee return 
without the consent of the Russian Government, He would also tell him that the 

(1536) 2P 
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Russian Government would not consent to his again establishing himself on Russian 
territory, a8 they had ad quite enough of hin, and he might go to Switzerland or 
wherever he chose. He said that he thought that it would be better for us not to fix 
pension definitely at 50,000 tomans, but to let the Persian Government settle the 
Jualles with tho exShah, a they might perhaps not bo prepared to go so far. I 
explained that we had mentioned this sum as the maximum which the two Govern- 
ments should suggest. : 

‘As regards loan, we might tell the Persian Government that we were consulting 
together as to the best means of giving them financial assistance and raising @ large 
oan, He then told me that a Frenchman by the name of Benac was coming to see him 

Friday. yepresents Noetzlin, director of the Banque de Paris et des 
Pays-Bas, who is a fricnd of Lord Revelstoke, ‘That the bank seem to be prepared to 
float « largo Persian loan and to make temporary advances to the Porsian 
Government conjointly with question of the concession of the ‘Trans-Persian 
Railway, Minister for Foreign Affairs belioves that Baring Brothers would bo 
prepared to act with the French hank, He thinks that the loan contract might 
be negotiated by tho Russian and British banks at ‘Tebran, so as to show that it 
had the support of the British and Russian Governments, and then be transferred to 
the Teich back ond Barings, His Excelleney much prefers this scheme to 
Seligman’s, whom ho regards with suspicion as haying German connections. I 
expressed no opinion on the subject, 

His Excellency approves all the other points included in the programme drawn 
up by tho to Ministers relative to ‘geudivmerie, euall army, and consibulonal 
changes. 

you aro in favour of making communication to Pe 
Alay, would enggoet that you should rat text and. that 
Minister for Foreign Affairs for his observations. 



















Government. without 
hould submit it to the 











{8263} No. 186, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Barelay, 
(No, 55,) 7 
aris) Foreign Ofice, January 24, 1912, 
VICEROY of India's telegram of yesterday repeated to you Shires, 
L approve of proposals of Government of India, and agree that the best possible 
effect rita he given to them without delay in the hope of averting necessity of 
withdrawing from Shiraz later on, 



















[3187] No. 187. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 


(No, 49. 
(ele mie) Foreign Ofico, January 24, 1912, 
SIG, BARCLAY’S telegram No. 59 of 23rd January: Ex-Shab, 





You should point out to tho Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs that activity by 
Shuja-ed-Dowleh ought certainly to be capable of being checked, aud that, in view of 
his Excellency's assurances (seo your telegram No. 1 of 3rd January), I earnestly 
Hope that every sm of such activity wil be discouraged. 

i 











You should also urge his Excellency to convey to the ex-Shah immediately the 
warning mentioned in paragraph 2 of your telegram No. 20 of 20th January. 
Persian Miniter hero algo inforine un thet TteshideeeSultan, whom wo under: 


stood the Russian Government wero sending hack to Astara, is active near Resht, and 
contemplates joining hands with Shuja-ed-Dowleh, 
(Ropeated to Tehran, No. 54.) 








his small party of 








my 


[2810] ‘No. 188. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 





BL) 


Te Foreign Ofice, January 24, 1912, 


phic.) 
UR G. BARCLAY’S telegrams Nos. 49 of 17th January and 66 of Zlst Jani 
‘Tureo-Persian frontier. a! a 
As the Persian Government were represented. at. tho sittings of the Erzoroum 
commission, we propose, if tho Russian Government have no objection, to allow a repro- 
sentative of the Persian Legation to. make such’ extracts as Persian Government may 
desir from our copies of the reports of tho sittings of commission, 








(Repeated to Tehran, No. 56.) 
(2806) No. 189. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 
(No. 52) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, January 24, 1912, 


YOUR telegram No, 19 of 20th January: Turco-Persian frontion, 

‘The report of the joint commission has now arrived, and it appears to contain 
much of a very confidential character, including strategic considerations and eritiiams 
gn tho Turks. Tt therefore seems undesirable to communicate it to eithor Porsin Gr 
Parkey. "If Persian Government already haye the saup there can be no objection to 
fnrnishing them with another copy. 

(Repeated to ‘Tehran, No, 58) 


Se eee 
[3440] No. 190. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey.— (Received January 25,) 


ir, Tehran, January 10, 1912, 
WITIH reference to my despatch No, 242 of the 11th ultimo, T have the honour to 
forvard to you herewith copy of a further despatch from His Majesty's ucting consul 
at Shiraz reviewing the events in Fars during the months of July and August 
This despateh, which gives an interesting description of tho stato of aire at 
Shiraz during those months, was written previous to that transmitted in my deapateh 
referred to above, but owing {o postal interruption it has only just reached ‘mo, 
Tiare 3 
G, BARCLAY, 





Enclosure 1 in No, 190, 
Acting Consul Knoz to Sir G. Barelay. 

















hhim to detain hiis son there; 
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or in any way impeded by such heavy weightsas an appreciable amount of cartridges or 
Persian specie; and I have been unable accurately to ascertain whether he even saw 
any of the Arab chiefs, His own explanation that he had gone toinvestigate the state 
of his father's estates is equally hollow, and, for my own part, I am inclined to believe 
that his action was nothing more than theimpulsive movementof a boy who wished to 
test the temper and fidelity of his retainers, and wiio returned immediately that he had 
learned of his father's disapproval. Kawam-ul-Mulk holds the view that his son's 
rashness was deliberately inspired by Mutamin-ul-Mulk, the brother-in-law of Nasr-ed- 
Dowleh, whose daughter he lias long schemed to obtain in marriage for his own son, and 
this secure the trusteeship ofa stil valuable ooate.. his lady has, however for some 
years been betrothed to Intizam-el-Mamalek, whose elimination would thus be necessary 
Tor the success of the other's plots. ‘There seems, indeed, little doubt that Mutamin- 
ul-Mulk: played an important part in the affair, since it was he who, immediately after 
Intizam had left, denounced his departure to the Governor-General, in whose shadow 
he has subsequently remained, not venturing to return to his house in the Kawami 
quater, ‘This view scoms further supported by the fact that a member of Nizamves- 
Sultaneh’s entourage informed mo some days liter that Mutamin-ul-Mulk: had offered 
the Governor-General 100,000 tomans if he would secure for him this marriago and 
the attendant administration of the estate. 

‘Mhis incident. was closely followed by another which has kindled an unprecedented. 
conflagration in Fars, In the course of last autum a party of Bulvardi villagers (a 
sedentary offshoot of a Kashgai tribe) had lost one of their number in a scuffle with Ali 
Akbar Dehiboroorgi. Shortly aftor tho occurrence Kawam, then acting governor, 
attempted to arrest Ali Akba, who fled in the direction of Ispahan, and remained 
absent until the arrival of Nizam-es-Sultanch, with whom he subsequently took 
service. ‘The Bulvardis, after repeated attempts to obtain satisfaction of their blood 
feud, sent at the beginning of July a largo number of women from their village to set 
their wrongs bofore the Adliyeh, which gave them an assurance in the name of the 

ral that full reparation would be made in four days’ time. ‘The men, 
however, were not satisfled with this, and on the fourth day came to town, about 
cighty strong, and installed themselves in tho houses of some fellow-villagers near 
the Snadi (or north-eastern) gate, In the course of the night the Governor-General 
dispatched a forco of police and others to arrest the brother of the murdered man, 
who was chiefly prosecuting the feud. The Bulvardis, however, refused to surrender 
him, and after some inoffectual argument, exchanged shots with the police, On the 
next day the Bulvardis took possession of ‘the town gate, strengthening their position 
with sangars, and from there gave out that they would leave as soon as Ali Akbar 
‘was handed over to them, but not before. No attempt was made to molest them 
during the day, but on the following night firing broke out generally through the 
town. ‘This was, however, of a more or less inoffensive character, the Bulvardis and 
Govornor-General’s men merely shooting in the air to denote vigilaner, and many 
of the inhabitants joining in from the roofs in accordance with « time-honoured 
convention by which the people imply dissatisfaction with their governor, and 
prociaim that the town is ina state of disorder. On the next morning Nizam-es- 
ultanch attempted to reassert his authority by blowing froma gun an elderly robber 
who had been in prison for many months, at the samo time two of Kawam-ul-Mulk’s 
cooks were led out to be hanged, under the uccusation that they had not given the 
Governor-General warning of Intizam-ul-Mamalek’s intended departure, but were 
ultimately reprioved, 

Shortly after this the great majority of the more influential mullahs took bast 
ina sacred building known as the “*Seyyid Ali-ed-Din Hussein,” situated in the south 
eastern comer of the town, from whence they have not eeased for two months to beat 
tho “drum ecclesinstic.” " Of these mullibs a considerable number had taken a 

prominent and very violent part in the anti-Kawami demonstrations of April and 

ity, and there is’ consequently a plausible presumption. that they ind not, beon 
incited to this step by any eneouragement from Kawam's family, but that it had 
rather been provoked by a wish to protest in self-defence against the high-handed 
action of the Governor-General whieh had recently culminated in the arrest of 
Zergham-es-Sherieb, the Imam Juma’s grandson, or perhaps by disappoiutment at 
Ninam-es-Sultaneh’s avarice not having accepted’ on the former occasion their ¢wn 
cstimate of the value of their services, ‘This move was almost simultaneous with the 
issue of a proclamation by the Governor-General to the effect that the intrigues of 
Kawom and his family iad brought matters in Shiraz to such a piteb that after 
bventy-four hours he would have to bombard the eastern quarters of the town} at the 





ua 


same time he gave notice that all those not concerned in the revolt should Jeave these 
quarters immediately. ‘This, however, only resulted in thoroughly arousing the temper 
of the inhabitants, who forthwith set about placing the threatened portion of the town 
ina state of defence, 

From all my investigations of the origin of these disturbanees, T can only draw the 
eonclusion, that the Kawamis had no hand in the outbreak of the trouble which was 
clearly inspired by the personal grievance of the Bulvariis, who are of Kashigai stcok, 
and in no way connected with Kawam’s family, but it is most, probable that Leka-e1 
Dovwleh (his wife) has since taken what advantage she could of the reaction which had 
united all the eastern quarters against Nizam-es-Sultanch after the issue of his 
proclamation, and, indeed, it seems to mo that the seeds of the whole affair lie in 
the insensate policy which Nizam has seen fit to pursue since his first failure to 
annibilate the Kawami, namely, that of throwing every barrier in the way of a 
settlement with Kawam, and at the samo time straggling by any means to drive his 
family to some overt act, which would, whon duly magnified, be ‘used to induce tho 
Persian Government to support him in destroying them and assimilating their estates, 
At the same time, however, ax on all subsequent occasions, when 1 have thought it 
expedient, I have persuaded Kayam to write to his son, wife, and dependents, bidding 
thom avoid at any cost giving countenance to disorderly elements, or acting in any 
way that could be interpreted as intrigue against constituted authority, ‘The complaint 
0 frequently made by Nizam at the outset of these disordors that the Kawamis liad 
called in tribesmen to their assistance is quite unjustifiable, since the only appearance 
of tribesmen’ in their quarter which has been noticed up to the present dato was 
flying visit hy two Babarloo chiefs, who sent off a telogram addressed to. the Rogent, 
and signed by a number of their compeers, in which they begged assurances that a 
solution of Shiraz affairs would soon be reached) failing which they declared that they 
would come in force to restore onder themselves, 

Alter some ten days of general unrest, accompanies 
Nizam-es-Sultanch sent on the 17th J 


ly been 
lagers, made n concerted atiack on 
wore repulsed with a loss of about 


days later it 

nushily carried out, five kedkliodas of 

hanged and a considerable number of the population, 

nen and children, killed. A great part of the property was also destroyed 

by fire. Meanwhile the Sorkhis and other Kashgai villagers bad been actively 

employed in the pillage of the immediate neighboushood of Shiraz, in the intervals of 

frequent attacks on the eastern quarters, and on the 23rd July a mumber of tribesmen. 

arrived from Soulet-ed-Dowlch, who joined forthwith'iu ths, sim congenial oceupation, 

One body of about sixty of these savages even forced their way into a garden, 

oceupied by Messrs. Zeigler’s: manager, in spite of the protests of the Persian guard, 

and were only with much difficulty persuaded to leave. Afver frequent representations 

to the Governor-General half-x-dozen mon were beaten in the presence of the consulate 

Mirza as satisfaction for this invasion of a British subject's domicile, but 1 bave a 

strong suspicion that thoso thus punished were in no way connected with the 
incident. 

About this time, since the lawlessness of the Kashgais showed every sign of 
increasing, 1 telegraphed, with your approval, to Soulet-ed-Dowleh pointing out low 
tho Kashznis were bebaving in theneighbourhood of Shiraz,requesting him to telegeaphh 
immediately to put a stop to this and w g him that if tho conduct of these men 

to British intervention, His Majesty's Government would hold him 
personally responsible, Some days later T learned that Soulet hind. seat strong onlers 
tu his mén not to pillage—whiel, needless to say, were completely disegarded—and 
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parts of the south was equally 
‘Government did not at present. 
it could only now be delayed by the formation of 
mo that they were all expecting some sceret int 
ishes were in the matter, and stated that they would 
















ry gain, 
in quietly. 
may be successfully undertaken, ‘There cannob, 
I think, be two opinions as to the urgency of removing a Governor-General wieee 





He assured 
which could show them 
wait tw 














who, 
beginning of the constitutional movement, lind always been reckoned the champions of 
the independence and followed, and I 
{uiduired what significance Nizam found in the close correspondence then going on 
Detween Soulet-ed-Dowleh and Amir Mufakhkham, whose stacneh alleg’ 
Mohamad Ali Shah tro yenrs ago could not easily be forgotten. He replied 
he and Soulet had reeei ‘asstitanees of support in this project from Amir 
mts well as from Sardar Mubtashem, with whom Soulet had long been 
Uesoliating a mariage connection, T endeavoured also, but without success, te dinate 
Tani git explanation of how such a combination could comne to any agreement regarding 
elidel 
tlie following day T gave to Nizam-es-Sultanch your reply that you could not 
fhe ConteaL Gay cttempt of his or of his allies to dismember Persia or to rebel agaivet 
Central Goversment, Yet oven beforo this ansiter was received, Nemes tone 
dispatehe legram to the Sheikh of Mobammerah en clai 
the depai I Lenclose translation, I cannot but think that 
ching this message in such a way that its exceptional 
be brought to our notice (Ihis considerable correspondence 
Persian wire in code), to impress 
and I am thus inclined to believe 
hoax designed to induce us to 
ani, indeed, the fact that the 
h, in my eyes, is the most eracial point 
shai, and the Bakhtiari, does not seem 
conspirators would alone, I think, suffice 
of A separation of this sort has no doubt been 
debated by Soulet aud Nizann, the unanimity oftheir allies is at leat epee ea 
Altogether Ni Haneh, though as usual plausible and lucid to a degree, 
Avonis to have sequired during the past month fatuation from his constant 
commicree with such windy: bragiarte as S and Nase-il-Mulk’s cirole, 
nul to think that his powers, in cribed as to have won him of late th 
at quite unlimited. "0 
fo all his entourngo, 
































form mmo that ke nd heen officially, recalled, and for 
{he Prime Minister to telegraph officially in tho same senso to the ehiof mujteheds and 
the commander of the forces, yet the inadequate measure of lacing in chargeof Fars at 
this juncture so flaceid a deputy governor as Yedullah Mirza could only entail the reine 
Satement of a Governor-General rendered doubly noxious by his incomplete disgrace, 
Poubtless the frst consideration of the Government, after their natural wah 
te guard the Bakhtiari rear against Kashgai iuronds, was to avoid plunging Fars inte 
stil more complete anatehy, but I have ile dont tat fa ane ‘matter, as on 60 man; 
revions occasions, they have been chielly guided by the empty bombast of Soulet, 
leh. “The Persian Government seom never yet, for some incomprchoosible reason, 
tohave grasped the well-established fact that tho Kashgai, unlike the Bakhtiari, cannot, 
fren when united, dispatch an appreciable numberof fighting men to any distance from 
their tribes, and it is even moro extromely doubiful whether Soulet, when his power was 
Tost firmly established, could ever have éollected for service in the neighbourhood of 
their tribes so many as 4,000 sowars, and cortainly he could not at. present raise, half 
fst number. Tama thus convineod that the Persian Goyerament have neither lp to 
fipect nor active danger to fear from Soulet, and now, with the Kasbsai, a. prosent 
thoroughly disloyal to their Tikhani, passing on their southward migration ‘out of 
striking distance of Bakhtiari territory, could dismiss him with safety-—a consumme, 
tion in itself most desirable as well as affording the only means by which Nistmeen: 
Sultaneh can be removed without active danger to European interosts in Fare 
‘To sum up this already inordinately long despatch, there are at prosent somo 2000 
armed men, Kashgais, Dashtistanis, and villagers with Nizam-esSultanch in’ the 
western half of the town. In tho eastern part there are about 1,000 townsmon and 
Fessants from the neighbouring districts; collisions betweon these wo parties ending 
i considerable bloodshed are of almost daily occurrence, and sufficient. feuds have 
already resulted to keep the province ina ferment for a whole generation, Added to 
SihsceapecinnT’ migration of the Kashgais is bringing wcaror the arrival of 
Rouleted-Dowleh and the possible renewal of his dangerous policy of last May ; there 
¥ also.a reasonable probability that tho stil wilder Khamsoh tribesmen will teko there 
share in the general medley, which, with a Governor-General a 
near to open revolt, cannot but beeo 
Thad the honour to point out in my 
15th August respectively, 
step, in the absence of any 
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question of the xovornorship of Behbehan, n 
in the relations betweon Sheikh Khazaal, 
to have received any consideration rom thes 
to prove that, though thy questi 


























































































and looting the town. On another 
th the romark that the peasan 
no more than 















same personage 
stan, who hal heen robbed of everything b 
jects 

What little [hayes 
olucidations of 
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noticeable during the last week of 
so it seems tolerably: certai 
ultaneh, but his 











In niiy 
support he enn tod 
H wauuing for some eighteen months, appears thi dwindled more 
Wapilly than eter, and quite recently'a strong group of the chiete ofc 
heated hy Mobained Ali Khan, Kashkuli Kikha, Darashuli, and 
Slash Molooki wrote fornially to’ him declining: fie fature'te p 
tinee tliat of the past:three years had only gone to swell his colts 
ho had east on the Kashugnis as a whole by ab 


i. Taking inte consideration the traditional 
nen to tlieiracknowledzed khan} 
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ypears to me not only pregnant with unpleasant 
dent sigaicance One abn in Fors eres sight 
integration of the Central Government's authority 

ng itself felt since the commencement 











































1 of constituted authority, and turn their hands at 
eed such hinguage ean only be eonsidcred as most c ith more alacrity than ever to their already: too 

SAL eau brescut NO prospect of any iinprovement in the stateof t On send ne incete Hamentable failure of tho Porsian 
provin y We state of 
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‘a every proof of his impotence to make cH Hoe Mirra Ree tL 


overwhelming avarice, must have opened the yes of 









us 


those who still persisted in doubting to the real state of affairs in Fars; and it is to be 
expected that after following to the end his usual practice of juggling with the dangerous 
Yanitics and rivalries of tribal ebiefs, Nizam-es-Sultanch will leave ia Fars, as formerly 
Luristan and Kermanshah, iis suecessor—and, incidentally, the Persian Government to 
reap the whirlwind. Moreover, it is highly improbable that this unfortunate successor 
Will bring any better qualities to a task which would probably now prove too heavy for 
Stronger men than Persia seems capable of producing. 








Thave, &c. 
G. G. KNOX, 
—————SS 


Enclosure 2 in No, 190, 





Nizam-ea Sultaneh to Sheikh of Mohammerah, 
(‘Cranslation,) 
(Pelograph August 7, 1911. 
SAMSAM-ES-SULTANEIL has dismissed me, but the people of Fars. have 
meygaied me from leaving. ‘The whole population and Sardar Ashair (Souletd- 
Dow iso Samsam-es-Sultaneh ax Prime Minister, and pay no attention 
. Already there are about 4,000 Kas jowars and " tofangehis” in 
raz, and in four days’ time the Sardar will himself arrive, Tam sure you will co- 
operate and sympathise with Sardar Ashair and the people of Ears. 


























(8538) No. 191. 
Inia Ofice to Foreign Ogie 





—(Reevived January 25.) 





Ludia Ofte, January 25, 1912. 
‘nce to this Office letter of the Ist January last, Tam ditected to 

ti the Seerotary of State tor Foreign Affuira copy ot 
further telegrams (duted 11th and 23ed instant) rogarding the situation in Southern 
Persia 

















Will be seen that the Government of India do not consider the necessity for 
relioving Shitax to bo so urgent as to justify the dlispateh of a large foree with nie 
te eatrying out the poliey: of evacuation which has-been approval by Ti Majesty’ 
Governimost with the same dita before them. 



























Ie will f bo sven that. th inent. of India depreeate the policy of 
withdrawal which they advocated in curtain con es in their telogram of the 
tat Dec On this head T am to refer to the views expressed in this 0} 





er 
of the Iat January, 


As togands ‘the alternative re 
‘ideration whether a scheme of subs 
Sir G. Barclay sugyested it in 190 






















is now possible, wh troops have 
mors in Shiraz, is preceded by 
cleat toull concerned that it is somothinge 


wen defeated on the road and are virtually 


ial as to. 
fam 









the exaction of reparation. so, 
more than the payment of bla 

‘This sects to be also the 
between reparation from the Persi 
distinction important, no 








t of India, who further distinguish 
‘and reparation ftom the tribes— 
ily becouse measures that will impress the one will not 
i impress tho other, but also because (as pointed out by Sir G, Barclay 
No. 55 of the le the Persian Government are generally 
responsible for the condition of affairs in Southern Persia, and cannot be allowed. ty 
yale their responsibility, the pustioular esponsibility fir the outrages culminating in 
the attack on Mr Suurt rests with the tribes, It seems to follow that the reparation 
to be exacted: from the tribe ition precodent to subsidisinge them—tust be 
the ino signal, But it seems doubtfil whether the measure proposed by the Govern: 
tent of India is adequate for this purpose, since it seems doubtful whether the depoaition 

whose head-quarters are in the plains 28 miles from Bushire will have a 
s efléct on the tribesmen in the hill 


iThore are four other considerations which the Government of India do not 
mention :— 



































e danger of undertaking, or forcing the Persian Government to undertake, 
neasures which will egrtainly irritate the tribesmen, when a small forve io 
up in the heart of their territory éx hypothesi beyond reach of reliek 
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out such measures, or of holding the chiefs, if 
subsidised, to their obligations without an adequate backing of force, This buck 














ish officers, however efficient, and 
a1 Government (i very doubtful. point), 
Will be abo to organise a suficent force before the movement of the’ tribes in. Murch, 





taken together, seem to suggest that the Government ot 
at Shirue if they are regarded ag 






ati 
There re question of blockading the const in order to provent th 
ubtless agreo with the Government 
a measure which must, sooner or 
is put in foree now the stoppage 
tation among the tribesmen there as it did amor 
ans oi the Mekran coast and the tribes on the north-west, frontier of Indige 
of Shiraz, It isa question, therefore, 
tponed unless a suilicient force to effect tel 
bo remembered that the y 
Grey's request, to proceed with the least 
posals for dispatch of troops, and us to number and 
ing force, 
As regards the question of the cost of the blockade, T am di 
of State in Council to say it is assumed that. ha 
Imperial reven 






























rected by the Seoretary 
the expenditure will bo borue by: 








Tam, &e, 
R, RICHIE, 
——$—$—$<________- 
uclosure 1 in No, 191, 





Government of India to the Marquess of Orewe, 


(Telegraphic) P, 
NO further infors 
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received, that the 
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roturued through Kash 
at Shiraz, extremely. Mr, Chiok states, 
however, that, as result izam-es-Sultaneh’s 
agar anal support of Kevan, eon driven into 
adopting towards Kashyais, that 
the crushing of their tribe 
enter Fars, and that consequ 
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that these outrages cannot be tolerated by us, but that we offer them an opportunity, 
hefore military operations on extensive seule are resorted to, of giving us satisfaction 
for recent outrages, and of concluding with usa direct compact to provide for security 
being maintained on the road, a matter in which we are not more interested than they 
themselves, ‘The suggestion is that we should subsidise the chiefs concerned, who would 
in their turn Keep up guards on regular pay and on a regular roster, and that a 
special assistant to the resident, something on the lines of the political officer in the 
Hhiybar,aHbuld be appoin tg mapersiso Soraapemeeey 

There has not been time for details of scheme, and all its pros and eons, to be 
ought, out either by resident or ourselves; but we cousider that primd_ facie 
% possible means of satisfying our interests without extensive military operations is 
offered hy the proposal, and that at the same time the bona fides of our desire to do ull we 
can to void intervention would be thereby demonstrated to the public in Southern 
Persia and India 

Alter schomo has been fully examined a further communication will be addressed 
toyou, 


closure 2 in No, 191. 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crew 


(elegraphic.) Pz January 23, 1912, 
N accordance with directions contained in your telegram, dated the 16th instant, 
His Majesty's Minister at Tehran is being consulted, We consider it recesary, 
however, to state our opinion before any specific action is taken that the situa 
‘Appears to have become considerably easier since the alternative of evacuation was 
adumbrated, Arrival of party at Shiraz unmolested, and safe passage and treatment 
ecorded along w parallel routo to Mr, Chick, have greatly mitigated the serious aspect 
Which was then presented by ruports of attack on Mr. Smart. ‘The urgeney, on which 
the above alternative was based, for relief of our military column at Shiraz does not 
‘appear to exist any longer, The detachment could, with’ little risk, return vik Ahwaz 
[snd] Ispahar should noed arise. No impression of 
withdrawing our consulate even from Shiraz, still less of need for ev 
centres off interest, mentio 
of Viow iis to gravity of situation at SI 
received from that place. We da not believe 
several local aituations in those places would he regan 
institutions represented there as justi 
valuable: propertivs and 
serioustiess of present ion at Shiraz, aud also probability of da 
ext spring havw beet overestimated hy our local officers and itis 
ly cerned, and by other me 
opinion first be attempted, tho danger ean very probably be a 
Further, « serious endeavour to ¢ it in Shiraz and Shiraz road ix 
being made by the Persian Government, and the arrest of a large number of the 
porsons cot t attack on Cur troops has. in some way been 
1, if a tele y Persian consul-general here can be credited. 
Tniformation also reaches us of actual departure for Shiraz of four Swedes. It would 
N these developments, if they are confirmed, that situation is less hopeless 
vl, and thit mor effective action may be hoped for from Persian 
than formerly when the Medjliss hampered them. In the 
1 plier, wisdom of withdrawing consulates, and thereby ereating in Central Persia 
um likely to be taken advantage of to our detriment by othe 
singly doubtful to our minds; and the aspect of the ease migh 
rou, in the event of a large force being dispatched by us to w 
t other British or foreign subjects, A war di borigad 
sidered by our military advisers to be the minimum fe i effet withdrawal 
froin Shirax alone; avid 1io one will believe, we are alfa ¢ withdrawal of 
consulate to be our object in dispatching n force of su Our wood faith will 
tw further impugned if untoward and not improbable incidents leading to further 
Hostiliti withdrawal to be delayed or impeded; aud, in either ease, Russia 
will be afforded fresh pretext for action in the north, and! injurious effect’ will be 
produced on Mahommedan opinion in India tnd elsewliores 
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\We are strongly of opinion, in these circumstances, that His Majesty's Government 
should reconsider the question of withdrawal, 
As alternative, we recommend that 1 
exacted from those responsible for 
subsidised headmen, should be 0) 
dated the 11th instant. 


climinated before the 
should, we suggest, be at once called uy 
governorship ; if they fail to do this it 
ourselves, a course of action 
serious difficulty is involved, 
ition of tho present free import of arms and ammunition to the tribes is @ 
sntial to their good behaviour and control in future. [¢ is an absolute 
ty, in order to effect this, that Persian littoral should be placed under a strict 
mn the same lines as that of the coastof Mekran, Arrangements for inoreasing, 
the stringency of this blockwle are already being minde by us, 

‘The vindication of our position, vie-d-vis Persian Government, in regard to recent: 
incidents, has still to bo considered. Desire not to inereaso Persian Govermnent’s 
difficulties, and not to create a situation from which withdrawal would be difficult, s, to 
‘large extent, the basis of our abstention from sending mote troops to Shiraz and Shitay 
road, or even to Bushire; it isfor consideration, however, whether we should not take steps 


‘or several reasons, more expecially 
r igistan against import of arms, it ts 
desirable that there should be some military force in the Gulf at the present time, Our 
GRinmunications to Persian Government will acquire weight from presence of troops ab 
¥y occupying Kishm position with same force we could conveniently apply 
pressure should it become necessary to do #o, 
In view of these representations, we earnestly trust that policy of withdrawal 
I be abandoned for the present, 
(Repeated to His Majesty's Minister, Tehran.) 


Enclosure 3 in No, 191. 


The Marquess of Creice to Government of Indias 
India Office, January 23, 1912 


ence is invited to your telonram, dated the 21st January. 

Ponting consideration of the further telegram just reoeived fiom you, no announce 
ment will be made as to evacuation. But since tho situation, is that: wo 
anust bo prepared to deal with un i 
render possible the wit 
requested that fran poss troops, and as to number and 
composition of a reliew 1 wil eas possible lay, 





(3535) No. 192, 


(No. 6s) SG Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received January 26.) 
(Telographic.) Tehyan, Janriary 25, 1912, 
Fol telegram No. 49 of 24th January to St. Petersburgh ; Ex-Shuh, 
Tersian Government now learn that 1 force of 2,000 Shahisevane ix ot its way to 


Mianeh and Zondjan, by order of Shuja, who ie sending Reshid-ul-Mulk (this wan is 
not the same as Reshid-esSultan, who, when last heard oft was at Keravmnid, har ithe 


‘man referred to in my telegram No, 204 of 28 F 
1536] y telegram H of 28th July) to take comman 
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‘The force is provided with six guns, some of which the Ministry of Foreign 
‘Affairs say ean only have been served out to it by the Russians out of the Tabrees 
arsenal. 

(Repeated to St, Potersburgh,) 


(3541) No. 193. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 25.) 
fo, 10,) 
ae pate Constantinople, January 25, 1912. 
ST, PETERSBURGH telegram No, 14 of 14th January and your telegram No. 20 
of 17th January : Turco-Persian frontier. 7 
Russian Ambassador has not yet received instructions in, that sense, but tells me 
that His Mojsy's Govornment ro being approached by his Government with 9 view 
to protest against increase of three battalions of Turkish troops, probably about 
900 mon, in disputed district, 5 te 
Considering that Russia now admits to having 4,000 men between Khoi and 
Unnin “for the protection of caravans,” such a communication would naturally be 
seriously rosonted here, and provoke the answer from Turkey that she will withdraw 
when Russia does, 


(3424) No. 194. 
Sir Baward Grey to Sir P. Bertie. 


Foreign Ofice, January 25, 1912, 
RANSMIT to yout Excellency herewith copy of a notice loft at this Office on 
ind ingtant by the’ French Ambassador, enquiring, on behalf of his Government, 
of His Majesty's Government as to the formation of the ‘société d'études” to 
roposed trans-Persian railway and as to the question of the 
to the participation of French financial establishments in 


‘med M. Gambon that His Majesty's Goverment had no objection to offer 
f theso points. 
Tn thin connection I would refer your Exetllney to the Istter from this Ofice to 
Count d’Arnoux of the 27th ultimo, which may be found in the Confidential print 
«Persia, Deoomber 27, Section 


Note communicated to Foreign Office. 


LE Gouvernement frangais désirerait savoir comment le Gouvernement britannique 
envisige lv formation de In société d'études pour le trucé d'une ligne de chemin de 
for trunspersin, Lo Gouvernement anglais voit-il un intérdt politique A es que nos 
‘tabliseements financiers, 2 partiviper A la constitution de cette société, 
encourages dans cette voie. 


Ambasaaie de France, Londres, 
te 23 janvier, 191 


(3675) No. 105. 
Lord Mayor of Manchester to Sir Rdcard Grey.—(Reeeived January 20.) 
Sir, Town Hall, Manchester, Janwary 25, 1912. 
AT a numerously and influentially attended town's meeting held in this Town Hall 


yestentay evening, Iwas desired (o transmit to you the following resolution, which was 
then unanimously adopted — 
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That this meeting expresses its great dissatistuction with the state of affuirs in 
Persia, and most strongly urges upon His Majesty’s Government to uphold and protect: 
Britial interests and rights in Persia, as well as the integrity and independence of that 
country in accordance with the terms of the Anglo-Hussian, convention of the Slat 
‘Aagust, 1907, and to take stops in conjunction with the Tumsian Government to attain 


full observance of the letter and spirit of that convention by both parties thoreto, 
Thave, io. 
'S. W. ROYSE. 





(3668) No. 196. 
Mr. Barry to Foreign Office (Received January 26.) 


(Confidential) 2, Queen Anne's Gate, Westminster, 8. 
ir, ; January 25, 1912, 

I BEG to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of your letter of the 24th instant, 
and in roply thereto, I send you herewith, for the information of Sir E, Grey, a copy of 
the brief notes on the project prepared bythe Russian committee, On pages 124 and 125 
‘you will find a complete list of the members of the Russian committee. 

‘The names of the English committee are as follows -— 


Lord Ronaldshay, M.P, 

Sir E, Sassoon, Bart, MP, 

Leiut.-Colonel A. C, Yate, 

Mr. C.F, Campbell (Forbes, Forbes, Campbell and Co.), 
‘The Hon. M. de P. Webb, C.LE, (Forbes, Forbes, Campbell and ©o,), 
Mr. J. Herbert. Tritton, 

Sir Charles Ollivant, K.C.LE, 

Sir Francis Younghusband, K.C.LE, 

General Sir Bindon Blood, G.C.B, 

Sir Walter C. Hughes, CLE, 

Mr. A, J, Barry, 


It is proposed to invite + 
Mr, Edulji Dinshaw (Rurrachee), 
D. Tata, 
Sir Shapusji Barncba, 
Sir Sassoon David, Bart, 
Sir Currimbhoy Ibrahim, Bart, 


With regard to Lord Ronaldshay, the day before he sailed for Tndia he wrote that 
for certain reasons of political nature, which T need not mention here, he considered it 
ithdraw from the English committee, I am of opinion, however, tht in 
ty subsequent eventa will rnasure his, tind, and that’ on his return to 

xy reconsider the attitude he then took up. 

A word is perhaps neonssary on the subject of the origin of the Bi eo, 
Some months ago M, A. Goukasiof, representative of the Russian committee 
after. a conversation with Lord Ronaldshay and the writer, unged the desirability of 
forming a representative British committee to work with the Russian oominittoe, and, 

they found it possible, to promote the project, interesting themselves more particularly 
with ‘the British side of the question. Following on this the British committee aa 
enumerated above was foried. 

‘The Russian committee had approached Lord Revelstoke, inviting him to join with 
the Russians in providing the cost of the preliminary surveys, the application for and 
‘negotiations in connection with obtaining the concesdon from the Bergan Goverament 
T understand that at frst Lord Revelstoke was not prepared to take tho matter up at 
all in ite preliminary stages. Subsequently, the Russian committee approached certain 
French financiers; in the first instance, M, Bardac, A group of French financiers waa 
thereupon formed, who took the matter up with considerable enthusinsia, and, as T 
understand jt, 8 a result of representations made by them to him, Lord Revelstoke 
agreed to join the group. 

The financial ‘group to which T refer consists of twelve. Russiun banks, six French 
financial houses, and Lord Revelstoke, ‘The names of the Russian banks 1 do not at 
this moment know, but if desired they could easily be ascertained. 
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‘The names of the French financial houses are as follows 


Banque de Pari 
Crédit Lyonnais, 

Société générale. 

Comptoir d'Escompte, 
Union Parisienne, 

Messrs. Bardac and Vitali 


financial houses have formed themselves into a Société d'Etude which it is 
proposed should consist of twenty-seven members, vi 


Light representing Russian financiers, eight representing French financiers, and 
eight. representing British financiers, plus three members representing the Russian 
committee, 

‘Those twenty-seven members will a ‘ council of seven, to whom the 
Aireotion of affairs will be entrusted, Of the soven members two are to represent 
Fronch interests, two Russian interests, cwo British interests, and one to represent the 
interests of the Russian committee. 

T have been given to understand that Lord Revelstoke has not agreed to the 
representation of the various intorota in the proposition peorewed by the Russian and 
French financial houses, maintaining that in his opinion he would find it impossible to 
obtain the approval of the Foreion Office to the, proposed arrangement, since the ropre- 
sentatives of interests in the Société d'ietude and counsl would be numerically. 

or to those of the Russian group, 

Tho Russian committee, however, claim that they have right to superior repre- 
sentation because — 


(a) They initiated the project ; and 

(}.) Beciuiso the Russian Governinent have indicated their willingness to assist the 
financing of the construction of the railway by agreeing to guarantee the proposed new 
railway company by x subsidy in the form of a rebate on the Russian railway system 
on all interehiged traffic (se confidential memorandum enclosod with my letter of 
the 17th instant), 


T alto take this opportunity of enclosing a copy of the draft memorandum. some- 
what revised, which has been hauded to the representative of the Russian cominittes 
in London, 
Thave, &e, 
A. J. BARRY, 


closure 1 in No. 196, 


Brief Notes on the Pretininary Hzpensee for the Construction of a Transcontinental 
Railway through Persia (prepared by the Russian Committee), 


(Translated from the Russian.) 


of the Russian Committee. for the Construction. of an International 
(Transcontinental) Railway through Persia (in alphabetical order). 


LA. Boxox (chairman), chairman of the Russo-Belgian Company, senior 
partner in the firm Bunge and Palacbkovsky.” 

2. P. Bank, director of the Volga-Rata Bauke 

8, Count Axprew Bounvsky, chamberlain to His Majesty, chairman of the 
Union of Russian Sugar Manufacturers. 

LE 14, director of the Maltzef Works, and deputy-director of the 


5, A, Ewanr, manufacturer, of Mosco 
6 ov, chairman of the Baltic Trading Company ted), 
any (Limited), director of Aiglo-Reste Back ( 
Anglo-Maikop Corporation (Limited), Maikop  Pipe-Line 
(Limited), &e. 
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7. P. Gouxassor, Member of the Council of Empire, chairman of the Caspian 
Society, and chairman of the council of the Russian Bank for commerce 
andioincey: 

8 N. Govrensor, mayor of Moscow, 

). V. JouKovsky, mining engineer, Member of the Duma. 
10. M. Kuosvaxor, ex-president of the Duma, Member of the Duma, 
11, Phrxce Avexaxpen Ovouensky, equerry to Ulis Majesty, member of tho 
Council of Empire. 
12, S, Panacuxoysky, member of the firm “ Bunge and Palachkovsky.” 
. V. Percitmovsxy, civil engineer, chairman of tho ViadicCaucastan Railway 
and member of the council of the Volga-Kama Bank. 
14. A. Power, director of the Russian Bank for foreign trade, 
15. A. Poumitor, chairman of the Russo-Asiatic Bank. 
16, N. Rarravovicn. 

17. Banos P. Ravsny, of Truubenberg, equerry to His Majesty, ex-governor of 
Tiflis, author of geographical works on Persia. 

18, V. SaKMANsKY, engineer, railway constructor, chief engineer of the 
‘surveys made in the year 1900 in Persia, 

19. A. Sveorntser, Member of the Duma, 

20. B. Tintmtask, Acting Privy Councillor, member of the Council of Empire, 
chairman of the Anglo-Russian Chamber of Commerce, and of the 
council of the Russian Bank for foreign trade, 


Estimated Income of a Persian Transit Lino from Astara to the Frontier of 
British Baluchistan, 


‘The choion of direction for the line intended to conneet the system of Russian 

ways with that of British India las been determined by considerations for estab- 

he shortest. railway route between Europe and India, which should at, the 

‘sume time further the development of the trade of Russia and British India respectively 
with Persia, and supply the needs of tho latter in her local trade and industry, 

With these objects in view the route in Persian tarritory 1a projsted to start 
at Astara, on the Russian frontier, and to reach the boundaries of British possessions 
vit Resht, Kazvin, Tehran, Kashan, Nain, Yest, Kerman, Bam, Gehan, and acrons 
Persian Baluchistan, 

‘The length of the route in Persia will be about 2,100 versts, the last atrotoh 
of 700 versts including a detour to avoid the deserts of Desht and Loot, which result 
inn inereaso of the fength hy 200 versts, 

‘The distance from ‘the frontier of Baluchistan to the Nushki station on the 
Tndia North-Western Railway is about 350 versts, and from the Intter point to 
Bombay 1,737 verats 

‘The sources of income of the future Indian route in Pervian territory will bo 
«5 follows 


(a) Transit of passengers and goods from Europe to Tndia and vice-vored (sce 
“Karnings of Russian Railways 

(.) Goods traffic in, connection with the tmde between Persia and neighbouring 
districts of Russia and British Baluchistan, 

(c.) Local passenger and goods traffic, 

2.) Use of Persian passenger cars by Russian railways, 

Estimates of income from. the transit aro based” on the figures supplied for 
Passenigers and goods in the notes on earaings of Russian railways 

we takings from passenger traffic are estimated at following rates : 


Express trains, Int class = 6 copecks per verst, 
Express traing, 2nd clasu = § gopecks per verst, 
(Io rounal figures, 125 roubles and 105 roubles respectively for the entire run.) 
Fast passenger trains, 2nd class = 4 copocks per verst, 
Fast passenger trains, 3rd clas = 3 eopecks per verst, 


Tt is assumed that 7,000 ers going from Europe to Persian and back 
as hai esoegers gobis Svi Sacip (9) Pin a 
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swill accomplish in Persia only half the journey travelling 2nd class in fast passenger 
fine rms ocr lay nndl ick dapat IODA Beatin at 
rates charged per pood per verst for Russian transit, while the income from carrying. 
ails is estimated report ‘ately to distances on the basis ofthe income derived under 
the same head by Russian lines. eos , 

The volume of import and export trade of Rassia and India with Persia, as 
computed on the statistics supplied in consular reports, customs returns, &e., aggregates 
to 21,597,200 poods (see schedule No. 2), with an average verstage of 463 versts. 

‘The Ineome from goods trafic is estimated for cach class of merchandise separately 
on the basis of rates charged by Russian railways, and the estimates are made up for 
ruos from frontier points to Persian stations of destination for goods imported. from 
Russia and India, and from stations of origin to frontier points for goods exported. from 
Persia to those two countries, ‘Tho goods verstage averages 463 versts, the rate per 
ood per verst amounting toy, eopeck or to 28°89 copecks per pood for 463 versts of 
yerage verstago, 

‘As can be soen ftom the schedule annexed, it is owing to the nature of the goods 

J, and to the comparatively sinall verstage, that. the pod rate for a carriage over 
fa distance of 463 yersts is nevertheless not high when compared with the cost of 
Caravan transportation (by pack: horses, mules, asses, camels, &.), not. to speak of the 
deterioration of woods from exposure and. protracted journey unavoidable in this ca 
According to Colonel Modvdiol ("Persia p. 241) the cos of carriage varies with 
value of the goods, their susceptibility of being made up into packs, the state of 
market, and the number of beasts required. For instance, the charge made for carrying 
one haryar poods) by mule from Meshed to Kerman, a distance of 924 versts 

requent ravan) road, is 10 to 12 tomans (about 20 roubles to 24 roubles) 
and 30 roubles to 96 roubles in the winter, averaging 145 roubles 
per pood. 
Wor Tio transportation of one haivar by donkey cost, in the summer, from 16’ roubles 
to 20 roubles, in the winter, 24 roubles to 20 voubles, or, on an average, 1°18 roubles 
por pood, and hy camel, 10 toubles to 12 roubles in the summer and 18 roubles to 20 
Toubles in the winter, averaging 79 eopecks per 

"Thus tho avorngy cost of carving by beuataof burden over n diatunco of 224 verste 
is 1/14 roubles, which, for tho average verstage of 463 verits of rail transportation, 
‘amounts to 7 eopecks per pood, or, in other words, it is twice as much ws the estimated 
cont of rail earring, 

‘As there are no data for det s tho extent of the passenger traffic between 
Persia and the bordering countries, and as it cannot be of importance, it has not been 


the future 


ted Ruslan railways of 

with the exclusion of free or reduced 

Fluggage), namely, the Perm Railway, 

Railway, 108677 roubles; and the Tashkent 

Ruilway (opened to traflic in 1906), $22-08 roubles. ‘These give an average of 800 

roubles por verst por annuum, which figure is adopted as the protable income of the 
future Persian Railway, 


ean be expeoted, especially in. the 

nthe populated points on th 

Hy; the inhabited places forting oases, situa 

in « strip of aud which is only about 30 versts in breadth, and is hemmed in’ between 
Hill ranges or salt, desert local industries are carried on exclusively on a very 
without the assistance of any ry, are limited to the manufacture 

s, carpets, cheap wool ‘and varthenvwa eet 
‘The needs of the country in michine-manufactured goods are supplied chiefly by 
imports from Europe. For these reasons the local goods trutic is estimated, to produce 
only the insia amount of 200 roubles per yerst, In the aggremite the income 
of tho Persian Railway from the local passenger and goods traffic may be estimated, in 

round figures, 1,000 roubl it 

Asstuming for goods a verstage of 200 versts and fh af ys copeck: 
pot pood per verst, we shall obtain as the average enst of earring 10 copecks per pood, 
and as the volume of the expected goods traflie, 200 X 2,100 x 100 = 4,200,000 pods. 
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The volume of the goods traffic will be so insignificant only in the earlier period of 
bez nee ed that the passe adi a) red fe 

G that the passenger and dining cars and Iuggage vans required for 
Ruveian fines for tho projectod through train servea shall be said foe oft of the 
eovstruction capital of the Persian Railway, and the latter shall receive 90 copedks. per 
train verst for cost of depreciation, maintenance, repairs, heating, lighting, &o, Tho 
income from this source is estimated 1,462,020 roubles for’ 4,876,400 train vorsia (see 
schedule No, 1), 

Baws onthe foeging estates of ingame from passenger and goa tai tho 
working of the Persian Railway must be organised on the following considerations :— 


‘The number of train versts for express and fast passenger trains will be 2x 2X 
365 X 2,100 = 3,066,000 train versts, 

ls traflic in connection with the trade of Persia with Russia and British 
India will require 9,964,571,000 pood versts. (schedule No. 2), th yerstago. boing, 
463 versts per pood. The transit goods traffic is not taken here into acount, 

‘The trains will not carry the full complement of cars on the entire verstago af 
469. verata; in the caso of export beginning. from the stations remotes fron the 
frontiers the number of ears will gradually inerease through the coupling on. of loaded 
‘ears; in the cace of import the number will decrease through dropping off of cars for 
unloading. 

‘Therefore, to be on the safe side, and nearer the actual position of the matter, the 
train load is not taken to amount to 15,000 to 20,000 poods, which corresponds to. 
train made up of thirty-five loaded ears, each carryitys 40 to 600 poods (the load Lnnit 
being 900 poods), but only to 10,000 poor, which will correspond to a train of thirty- 
five cars with a load of 800 poods per car, or to. train of seventeen to twenty-two eur, 
with a load of 450 to 600 poods per car, 

On this assumption the number of train versta for the goods traffic in. con: 
nection with the import and export trades with Russia and British India will be 
29 
8,968,571,000 _ yo 57, 

, having a short verstage of 468 versts, will aerye for the trafic only on 
thc end actions of the Persian line, Therefore, to eomply with the local needa en eho 
length of the Tine, itis proposed to min a mixed passenger and good through 
wit! nual of 2X 2,100 X 365 = 1,533,000 train versts, This train 
will serve also for the railway's own needs. 
To sum up, the uggregato number of train versts required will be as follows :— 


1. Express aud fast passenger tring 8,066,000 
2. Goods trains for the trade with uses and India ‘00457 


8. Local mixed goods and passenger through trains S23. ST anasto 
Total. 5,800487 


or, in round figures, 5,600,000 train versta, 
Tn accordance with the work required from the railway, the working exponses will 
De as fullows :— 


Expenses affected little or not at all by the traffic, namely, maintenance of the 
Board and central management, aud principal local branches of th latter on the line; 
Iaintenanee and repairs of the perinanent way, superstructures and buildings are 
estimated 4,000 roubles per verst ; this figure is based on the expenditus under the 
same heads of the Tashkent and Central Asian Railways, whieh present many points of 
similarity with the proposed Persian Tine, According’ to the returns of tho. State 
control, expenses under those heads for 1908 amounted to-4,104-00 roubles for thoTTashkent 
Railveay and to 3,48926 roubles for the Central Asian Railway. 
.__, Expenses affected by the traffic: those incurred in the working of the trains and 
inthe maintenance and upkeep of the rolling stock and upplianoes (the guards and 
stall, goods agents, loading, fuel for looomotives, heating and lighting of cars, 
repairs and upksop of rolling stock), ate estimated 120 roubles per train verst, on the 
basis of the avenue comesponding expenditure of the 'Trinsctuensian Railway, 1:36 
he Central Asian Railway, 1-05 roubles; and the Tashkent Railway, 212 
FX Solin of the State control for 1908), 
Although the greater portion of the proposed Persian Railway is to past through 
localities iniabited by Persian natives, who ove of nedentary nel penooll character, 
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nevertheless, in places, and chiefly in Southern Persia, the road passing through districts 
Inhabited by nomadic tribes, there will be a need of an armed guard. ‘This will bs 
required altogether for about one-third of the entire length of the road, or 800 versts, 
‘The expenditure for the maintenance of the guard is estimated at about 500,000 roubles, 

is of the expenditure ineurred for a similar purpose hy the Vladikavkaz 
Railway. 


Tho ferogoing data and considerations aro intended only to supply means for 
estimating the probable income of the proposed Persian Railway, and they relate only 
toa trunk line. No.acoount is taken of poabilities preeented by much branch lines a6 
‘one to Enzali on the Caspian coast, about 28 versts long, and another one to Ispahan of 
about 135 yersts, which, there can’ be no doubt, will soon be found necessary, and, if 
built, will result in a considerable increase of traffic, & 

‘As can be seen from the schedule No. 1, the net income of the Persian Railway 
is estimated at 6,924,320 roubles, which represents 9,297 roubles. per verst, or 1°24 
roubles per train verst 


Eutimated Income of Russian Railicays from the Passenger, Mail, and Quick-dispateh- 
goods Tragic beticeen the West of Europe and India. 


(1 pood = 0462 ton 1 ton = 62028 pods. 1 verst = 0-603 mille. 1 statute mile = 1-308 vers.) 


‘The establishment of direct railway sation between the West of Europe 
and India vid Persia 

fae 4 
goods tral 
fad detail 


Tussin over a distance of 9,940 versta, 
no rable additional revenue for Russian 
6, is of especial significance, f 
‘ho spproxianto estimate of this revenue forms tho subject of the present 
neniorandum, 
‘The trade betweon Europe and India is very large, According to returns for 1909, 
imports to dia were valued nt 63,000,001, while exports reached 54,000,001, 
Although official statistics of the Indian trade, as given in the Board of Trade 
Returns for 1909, ure very elaborate, it is difficult ine what proportion of 
imports and exports is likely to go by direct transit throu 
‘The distance between the extreme points of railway communication areas follows :— 
Vent, 
Calas to Ruslan frontier (Skatoershis) on sa ohiee 
Skalmrochita to Persia froator (Astae4) aan 
Aare to Baluchsian futienee : iS ziv0 
ilauchian frontier to Mombay 2S 2 dost 


Roel eee Bahia 


* Aevonling to the exiaing Tises, the distance between Noushki and Hombay i806) versts, of which 
fs Kango of ft 98 

of the straighter projected broad jauge line, the sistance from Caiderabad to 

will be 1,797 verstas the distance from Noushki tothe frontier of Rafuchistan fs about 330 wersts, 


Hyon at arte of copeck per pood: pervert, the cat of trnspartation would 


amount to 1°10 roubles per pood. This is very much higher than the sea freight, 
which, inclusive of charges (insurange excepted), Muctuates hetween 23 and 75 copecks 
per poo, according to the volume of the consignment, ‘The insurance (yp por cent. of 
the vulue of the merchandise) for goods of average price (not exceeding 10 roubles per 
pood) would aionnt in all to 44 copecks. 
‘The time taken hy overland transport could not be much shorter than that required 
for sea tiinsport. Assuming even a very much greater speed than ia usally allowed 
ds tratlic, viz, 800 versts per day, the journey would occupy 8,817 divided by 
twenty-nine days, whereas the Norddeutscher Llovd, according to their time 
tables for 1910, require thirty-two days to deliver goods from Bremen at Colombo. 
More time would be required if the steamer finds it necessary to call at intermediate 
ports on the route, 
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Hence it is more than doubtful that any important quantities of low-priced goods 
will be diverted to the proposed railway route for transport by slow traime 

It is certain, however, that ds of a peocday higher value can be diverted. 
for transportation overland by the Anglo-Indian route, but on the voudition of que. 
delivery by p traina, 

Tris impossible to determine exactly the quantity of such goods, as the Board of 
‘Trade Returns are made up in various nits of price, iu owts, Ils, gallons, yarde, and 

2 

Only salle gun of over 4 res yer po have em takon into consideration 
Toe quautity is fixed conditionally, and only such goods have been considered. which 
could be reduced to weight and represented in poods. (Schedule No. 3} 

The imports from England, France, Germany, Austria, wnd Belgium to Ti 
consi of chemicals (quinine), glaseware arid beads, lothea, itvone, hata dierakcgct 
silk thread and stuffs, gold and silver thread, umbrellas, carpets, wool stuffs and hosier 
cleetrica, optical, musica, photographio, and surgical instruments; works of att, eyelea 
clock, perfumery, typmgraphicalapplianees,&e, making np in ll about 950,000 pode 

_. For purposes of estimating the income, it is assumed that only 1,000 poeds of goods 
will be carsied daily, or 365,000 poods per annumn. 

OF the more valuable goods exported from Todia. to England and to other parts of 
the Continent may be mentioned indigo, kerchiefs and shaw! Is, siftrs, rugs and carpets, 
furs and skins, &¢, 

Although the aver value of exports is lower than that of imports, it may be 
assumed, however, that the more costly class of goods for certain fenestra will be 
conveyed by rail, But, to be on the afo side, only a cor 


entire quantity, of these goods, accord ins 
tchedule No. 3 soos, according to their kin 


only 1,000 
Whee 


amined thn 


way transit, There is all the more 
that the trade of Western Europe with 
Cetimates, and which wil be diverted a Russian lines, 
Joming now to the question of the conveyance of passengers, it is quite evident 
ce the wiving of time and considerably cleapor farga: will induoc thin to, travel 
ithe voyage from London to Bombay (by the Peninsular and Oriental Steam 
Navigation Coropany, see list of sailings for 1910) occupies twenty-two days, and the 
combined trip, partly by rail and partly by steamer (vid Marseilles), fiftoor days. 
By rail the time required for the journey will be seven and a-half days by express 
aud nine and a-half days by fast train, ‘The saving in timo as against 1s sal voyage 
pill be ften and achalf days for express train, Single journey, and twenty-nine days 
Or the return journey; in comparison with the combined ses and railway journey, the 
saving wil be Six and achalf days and thirteen days respectively 
is minimum cost of the combined rail and sea voyage, snclusivo of victualling, 
ist class, 463 roubles ; second class, 342 roubles ; third class, 214 roubles, 
There the joumey” there and ack 'the ingle fire is increased by, 50 per con 
werefore the limit for the railway fare, including the cost from London to Calais, 


Shenld uot exoeed balf ofthe cost ofthe double sea voyage, or 383 rouble, 246 roubles, 


an 
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Based upon these considerations, and taking into account existing passenger rates, 
‘we obtain the following fares for the journey first and second class by express trains, 
and third class hy fast trains :— 





| ares from London | ‘Total Fares (in 
| ae Go oan. Femasamdanie,| Tiss 





‘Terminal Station, 





Versta 
1818. | Calals-Skalmerschitsi 
B41 | Skalmerschitn-Astars 
3105. | Astara-frontier 

| Frontier of Baluchi 


| ‘tots 











‘The Suez, Canal returns show that in 1909 the number of ordinary passengers 
uding pilgrims and emigrants) travelling by that route was 116,239, and in 
Auton thor wove arsed 90,175 British soldies (Schedule No, 3.) 
‘Ag not all these passengers proceed to India, the number for the overland route 
can bo taken as 80,000 ordinary passengers aud 33,000 military ; to this number must 
Jo added, say, about 7,000 perious' proceeding to and from Persia. 
For computing the revenue for Russian railways, the number of through passengers 
i wd only: at 120,000, ae Soe 
vo aace pucengery to the number of 380 per day, travelling in both diretons 
oul be «din two pairs of trains; in the beginning one pair could be run at a 
, cach train being made up of on ng-car, four first-class cars, one 
second-class cat, and one composite mail and luggage van. ‘The other pair, run at a 
speed of 40 versts por hour, would consist as to each train of one second-class and one 
thire-elaas cary, one liggnge van, ond one or two wagons of the type of luggage vau for 
qui lispateh Is, 
ee suai at pets in tho trang would be an fallow 160. fre, cab, 112 wocond 


with w dining-ear, same as on the Siberian express for 
is, 


surage, the charges to correspond to the zone tariff on Russian railways, for 
GEEDEO vornta, ey 12675 eqpecks for 10 1h, oF 507 roubles per ood 
J to make up the trains exclusively of cars of the Persiin Railway, and 
‘engines of the transit lines. © 
ways are to receive from the transit lines revenue 80 copecks per 
train verst, which corresponds to the amount received by the Viadikavkas Railway 
frou otlier lines for the uso of their ears of the fast Black Sea trains. 


number of passengers eas conveyed theotigh, 
‘Tho Sues Catal ddring the laa hve years— 
0 1905 A 253601 
ee Fo ee 
acu a, 
SUR fase asperannum, 


2152 


aw 


‘The earnings from carrying mails, estimated (schedule No. 7) on tho basis of the 
carnings of the Chinese Eastern Railway, will amount to 1,500,000 roubles per annum, 

‘The total net income (see schedule No. 8) derived by Russian railways from the 
passenger and goods trailio is estimated to amount to 4,400,000 roubles. 

‘The realisation of this additional revenue depends upon’the building of the proposed 
Persian line, forming the connecting link between Europe and India, ‘This line will be 
2,100 versts long, and would require considerable construction capital. Half the lino 
is expected to be guaranteed by Russian capitalists, and the additional net income of 
4,400,000 roubles accruing to the Russian railway ystem might at any rate help to 
cover. the deficits of the Persian line, unavoidable at the commencement of’ the 
exploitation.* 


Financial Results. 


For establishing direct railway communication between the West of Europe, 
Russia, and India, in the direction on which are based. the foregoing preliminary 
estimates of the paying capacity of the proposed route, it will be necessary — 


(a) To reinforce Russian railways additional engines, cortain structures 
‘and appliances, 

(0) To ly'e third truok betssen the etations Baladjari and Aliat on the ‘Trans- 
Cuucasian Railway for a distanco of 64 verats, 

(c) To build the railway Aliat-Astara in Russian territory of a length of 
195 versts, 

(d.) To build a Persian trunk line of a length of 2,100 versts, 

(¢.) To build a branch line of 350 versts from the frontier of Baluchistan to the 
station Noushki of the North-West Indian Railway. 

(f.) To substitute for the narrow-gauge lind Hyderabad-Marvar and Sabermati, 


849 erste long, with the proposed gauge Hyderabad-Sabermati Tino, 528 
verats long, 


‘The work enuenerated under (a) (1), and (c) should bo carried out by the Russian 
State, or by private enterprise of Russian railways interested in the scheme, and the 
work under (d) and (¢) stiould be carried out by British-Indian enterprise. For the 
building of a Persian trunk line from Astara to the frontier of British Baluchistan a 
new private company will have to be formed, ‘The cost of construction of a railway, 
and the acquisition of rolling stock for the proposed line, and algo for the through 
trains running between the Russo-German frontier, and the frontier of Persia and 
British-Baluchistan over a distance of 3,340 + 2,100 = 5,440 versts, aovording to the 
investigations made by the engineer, W,'A. Sabansky (for. the distance from Astata to 
K and on the basis of the estimates annexed relating to rolling stock, will 


Coxsmauctioy of Line, 


Ronbles. 
1, Astara-Resht 110 vorats at 48,000 
2% Resht-Tehran 320 70,300 
8. Tobran-Kerman 75,000 
4, Kerman to frontior of aluchi 85,000 


‘Toul 75038 





* Depreciation on the cost of ears 
Maintenance and repairs of cars 
Lighting of cas. 

losing. 
Sopply uf finen 
fi 


r_turlre coneta 
Ropuir and srshing of lines 
Wares of drivers sid retsen 
Ptlng out ballet and Kitchen 
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Roxie Stock (including Delivery). E Roubles, 

4. iy tami ote — 

1, Locomotives es a aotentel’yaung trian’? TH PB cos R000 pts Sa ition 7 Soto 
2: Cat for trough express and acileated panonger tai Te Se eepeea Gen pause sha cates, gon 
8. Goods stook for local goods i b 15 4 iS phased ed, = asi "O45. 
4 Gots vans and trucks VW. Mails AU4HGO robes per entt ar ne 5000 
os . a oo s+ 18,451,000 


a at B 2y Persie goa tec with Todi and Rassa; Goods hy slow train, 
‘Ang pe cnt Gf ttal ote for anfoeeen penses : 1871 peda 
Tia eoueraction exponen ies ¢. By revenve from 


Total transit 


Assuming, for example, that the share capital will represent one-tenth of the 

debenture capital, and that the latter, with a guaranteed interest of 4 per cent., will be eas san 

realised at 85 per 100, the total nominal capital will be— 3 9 sekeli 
Revenue por road-verat + 11,006, 

Shares com Waivers 5 136 

Debentures (votinl) 5 ji “Lauass, 


saagrTt reves f the Rann Rly, per cl eis then t 00600, nang 
“ Se Givaata pa 


‘Total 


The guaranteed interest on debentures, ling redemption (assuming the 
term of eonceasion to be seventy-five years), will amount (at 4-22. per cont.) to about 


8,996,000 roubles, Exrsnprrone of the Exploitation of the Persian Railways. 


Distance, 2100 verats; train-versts 8,595,467, 
Ronbles, 


1 to expenses iptv ofthe the, 2100 vans a 400 roles. tb 
LL 10 caps depening cn th alo 609000 taiveas at 120 ous 190 0 
1M on en daly gn ing of poe 


ro a SE lay ih 


Grand total 1991209 


Expenditure por roadeverst 54 7108 
this milway, forming, as it will do, a connecting link in the a See rae ide 
will result in a considerable increaso of the income of existing Not roveave 6,024,820 
proposed route, owing to additional passenger and i 
rome for Kian rallvayw lone in ctimated, at 400,000 roubles EHP 
‘The Russian lines could use this sum, at least partly, for assistance to. the Persian 
ruilway. On tho other hand, it cannot but be admitted that the building of the 
opened railway bo of “enormous importance to the Government 
India. ‘Phere ix, thorefore, justification for the belief that the Indian Gove 


Seuepute No. 
also participate in guaranteeing tho payments in respact of the capital of the Persian 


railway, and thereby help in tho realisation of this world-wide undertaking which is Intronts into Persia. 
of so great importance to India, Lastly, postal conventions for carrying mails with 
Governments interested in the establishinent. of frequent. and quick postal service to 


Tndia and countries further Bast will prove a souree of definite income for the proposed: 
transit line, 





"asi of 

moun] "mn at] 
verge [Tous] ra pee | Rang | | Orne 
: svorago Vo od | arin 
Verags lpoodverst| age in. | por Vert |ia Hout. 


Copa per 
Soumpune No. 1. EY 





nue and Hxpenditure of the Persian Railway. | 


an Sane has 
ax | steer x | gpa 
Revenve of the Persian Railway from Passenger and Goods Traflic. 172 87,860 


itsaw 15.00 pasougre at 120 = 8 reat Soom 
pinche Bio ee es Mized wooi‘and atin mans] “i900 
at pasnger team 
Tat lang 3,000 
2nd class 70 2] ition 
2h 700 £2) 30000 
ntl 2 50}000 ‘000 
€2)000 
(1536) 
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asi o¢ Sonxpute No. 3, 
roma sees per | Bars | | Cees Iutronts of Goods into India in Pods at higher values than 40 Roubles per Pood. 
em | Arerge |Tmemte mrepe | Baines | Crom 
SE rocdventa "age in| rVert [ia Hable 5 
te Countries 














Woollea manufactures. 
i ; Fosiramcots | 
a Draprry and fancy goods 11 
CAE pie meal et Cigarettes “| 
Magli and cotta, wan 

facturos 





‘otal + 10728 600 B58) Rainn 
Avorage verstage . a || 
we felett pee pod 
1h Garmogh pe pood por! : z Dra and wedicines 
sont Shiga en droge a 
heeled 





Driod fruit into Rossin: 2,000,000 | 959,000 
vy dein 100,000 | i4sia10 
Hal 4,300,000 ‘ | 
Gatton T1] ecetooo | 863 et 
Wood ‘00,000 x ; : Silk pee goods 1. 
Vis goods 0,000 ‘ ‘Siri, all sorts 
Nato iia 200000 
ila 1) “toon | ts 
Wel wo Husa 100,000 Kotte articles, 
Indi «| 70,000 3 2 age eer 
Pee 230,000 " eset ties 
Skit raw 200000 B1000 
Pitch to Russia 85,000 M0715, we y ‘manufactures 
loin - Cree eS 
Shin, dvomsed, to Tenia 
Inia 


i 
tfnete and Japanese gods. 
ery (autufaciured) 


Henna 2) s5)000 
‘obaceo Ss ‘9,000 
Otto 200 ise 
Golan ll . i Halecdaabery se 
Cotton, wo and ate goods 22) 174800 Couto prints 1. 
‘Salle animals, 182000" $%| —760)000 | 11000 Glass teade 1, 
Large annals, 6,000") Szg.oa0 | asa | 3 Ho articles 
ft ny, Taian Phited tape f 
Total 10,807,600). | 08 z i al inh) 3 
Average versage «» . . ton manufactares 
mr teigheper pod 2.) 1S 26 Chane 
1 enligh por pood | ‘ Stee 4 
yet fom | l Testrinotn, appariten aod 
21,597,200 aueuaT j oe ee 
" Velvet and plush” wanaface 
fright po pod E vaver' 
Fitted eal a wet and plus, Se. (white, 
moe eee 
- "Twist thread 



































all animals ar reckoned at & yoo te pecs an lange oes at 20 pood * Mean pico per pood of boots, 811 15 eenco 60 pe cent: is taken of the otal quntiy. 














Holland. | tay. 





ee = 
Weal ard 22 : : iron 








| dee | 
op | 2: 
Total .. «| 080.460, | 5,885 | 28,900 73308 | 3,101 











Exront from India in Poods valued above 40 Roubles per Pood. 23401 | 2,888,066 | 2,013,069 | 2,201,148 He 5 
| 5,600,002 | 6,000,000 s es 22,018,597 jibhd 








Avoraie per anni, 077 


Silver. 





re 
loo Pe s90202) 3800) 93125 2.951426 
‘Toxtile fabrics i I 

Ta ee 




















r imports of preions metal bao 
erage anni on etala Er 
©) exports. » Cie y 2087 


Tia tao pte A 1007116 


Mixed ilk ninnufaétures i % 
Silk raw x a Ce i 





Nore.—Erchango taken wt 180 roubles f0F th £, Cost of w pood of silver, 1,000roublon, ont of 
[Pood of gold, £0,000 roubles, 











* ‘Tho averngo cost of a pool of akins is 23 roubles; therefore, 20 por cent, of tho whole is taken. Rosmmoca 01/5. 


Extracts from the Sues Canal Returns, 


Coxveraxce of Passengers for the last Thirty Years, from 1880-1909, 
Sonrpue No, 4. 

Number. 
Gold and Silver Importe from Europe to India, and Bzports therefrom. Mia 


(Trade of British India.) : : 181,008 
Turouns, 
Gold. 





| 1s wwe. | wor | nos Tea 


£ £ £ £ £ Houbles. | Pood. 

40t4596 | «orGors | 5,As6.059 | s7so96 3,995,449 S is 
2067 33s |" gu52 ss) 'sa7 |) 2 ~ 
21164 26040 | 24220) 4,327 22,815,919 216,740,591 | wWasT 


Average per annum, 2,167 pods 





Number. 
282,511 
270291 
23515 
196024 
210,980 
252,601 
359,831 
243,826, 
218,967 
215122 


Number. 


Nethorland <1 
‘Turkish 
Privata 


2672 


Scuxpune No, 6, 
Arrangement. for the Accommodation of Passengers. 
Iv Curtinges of the Vladikavkaz Type, 





[asim | SSS | Reomuae 


18 20 
ae 8 
i 50 





Hatimated Number of Passengers in Express Trains, 


Per annnm. Per diom, 
Ist clam, a se 45,000 23 
ni clans foe 15.000 4 





IF Waggon Tat class 
v0 wagyon, Sul class 





(B)—Hatimated Number of Passengers in Fast Trains, 

x Peranaum, Fe em 
2nd clase, ene 100 2s 
Sn clas ig I so}ooo 138 





| tase. | seta | Accommodation. 


Per cent. 
One wagon, 2nd clays 


‘Treo waggous, Sr class 





Avorage number of passengers per diem 
seat 
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Scuxpuxe No. 7. 
Mail Transport. 


To fix the revenue for carrying of the transit mail the following data can be 
made use of :— 


1. For the present, and until the next assembly of the Postal Union, the 
international transit mail is carried by the Chinese Kastern Railway, on condition 
that a rate of 3 ff, per kilogramme for letters and 70 contimes per kilogrammo 
for parcels be levied on that line, 

One kilogramme equals 2°44 Ibs. (Russian), henco the transmission of 1 Ib. of 
Jetters on the Chinese Eastern Railway will amount to 187-50 + 2-44 = 76:80 copecks ; 
‘and the transmission of 1 of letters would therefore be 76°80 x 40 = 30:72 roubles, 

‘The length of the Chinese Eastern Railway is 1,988 versts, and thus their earnings, 
derived from the transmission of letters on that line, equals 2°2 eopecks, per verst. 

‘The distance from the frontier of Russin and Germany to tho frontior of Russia 
and Persia equals 9,340 versts, Henoe the earnings on this journey would amount to 
78°48 roubles per pod of letters. 

2, Taking into consideration that the Chinese Eastern Railway recsives 70 contimes 
for the transmission of parcels, and applying the present. mode of reckoning, one ean 
assume that the seston of the Russian railways Will eeeive 1028 roubles per pood 
of 

Tikesording| to tte\ returns of Whe. sapresoatives of the post and telegraph 
departments, regarding the carrying of the mail along the Chinese Eastern Railway, 
ns considered at their special conference on the 19th September, 1908, the present 
quantity of mail dispatched daily from the West of Europe to China, Japan, and Corea, 
ane eee eerad, tized at 60 pos per day, 

From the 6th annual returns of the post office department of Groat Britain 
for 1910, it will be seen that the mail carried during the official year 1909-10 from 
England to India and Australia and back amounted to 205,000 poods, of which 24,605 
poods were sealed and open letters, and 180,395 poods were composed of parecls, 
catalogues, books, newspapers, und samples, 

ty applying the above calculations to the whole of this quantity of Anglo-Indian 
and Australian mail, the gross revenue of the Russian section of the railway for 
carrying of the mail would amount to 9,662,435 roubles, and that of the Porsian 
railways to about 2,236,000 roubles, 

Besides India,’ Ceylon, and Australia, it should be i mind that there, are 
other countries with postal connections, such as the French and Indo-Chineso, which 
would undoubtedly use the overland route to Calcutta, 

With regard to the amount of revenue which the railway ean reckon on from 
the carrying of the mail, this depends upon the conditions laid down at the time. by 
the Postal Union with the respective interested countries, At any rate, there can be 
no doubt that the possibility of a daily dispatch and delivery of lotters, combined 
With the enormous gain in time, will without fail cause letters, newspapers, and other 
kinds of correspondence to be sent by the overland route, 

For purposes of safaty, however, the gross revenue from the earrying of the 
mail on the section of the Russian railway is reckoned por annus at 1,600,000 roubles, 
For the Persian Railway, wi istance of 2,100 versts, the revenue, as estimated in 
accordance with its length, will be about 945,000 roubles, or 480 roubles por vorst 


Sonxpune No. 8. 
Revenues of Russian Railicays from the Rust Train Tragic. 
Revexve, 


Distance, 3,840 verats; train yerstage, 4x 3,940 x 965 = 4,876,400 train versta, 
I. By pusengers— Roublex Rouble, 
(a) Tu express trains — 
Ist clans; 15,000 at 86 ronllon 5 8,870,000 
Sind class, 15,000 at 5A roubles 1] i 810,000 
(&) Fast prasenger trains 
2nd class, 10,000 at 80 roublos 44 . 00,000 
rd class, 50,000 at 20 roubles °) : 1,000,000 
——— 590,000 
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II, By lnggage: 60000 poods at 507 root. 
1H Hy, ects tal alr) at | copeck” pr pont 
TY, ly quik dnpateh od ty copeck pr od 
Cau Tbs aula eset 


‘Total Bie sts 


Nork~A tari express and fast trains corresponding roundly to’ those of the Siberian express, and 
for the ncolrat passenger tris corresponding to the odinary se pasonager tai, and aloor lghoges 
aoe, for dita of 6310 versa (te sone = 8,291,560), ba hot cel a fll 
For the expres trains — 
‘st cs, 4°80 roubles + 8640 roubles for rat of speed; total 8-0 roubles 
20 clash. 20°70 roubles + 2410 rouble for rate of speeds ota, 89°90 roubles. 
Fast passenger trina — 
‘il lan 270 rues 
{rd clas, 1980 roubles, 


Exvexpirone, 

Robes. 
1, To jansenger train vortapo, 4876400 at 0 copecka sa 801,130 
Ho payment to Perla ralirays foe uso of Ucar fr 4876100 tere 

1402920 


a eopecks x a iene Rupa meinen 
IL, To ntoreton capte for angmenting the Yams alway, sipping ioeomotive 
‘ul applanens forthe line aa por deta retorns herewith anlowed. 


Total. 


Noteo~'Tho cont of verstage of tho fast paswensor 
Ot he Wadia aly Cr 1900) amount 8 copenk fe vert faudlag 

‘Aftor deicting the edst for ri tan lighting (amounting to 1870 ‘copecks), as included in 
the sin of 80 copecks por tea id'by the Persian ralways, the cost ofthis veratage would by 
658 copooks, For safety, 60 copeck ‘ 

‘The uot revenue is xed at 4,345,960 routes or, i round Aguces, 41004000 roublia. 


Cosr of reinforcing the Russian Lines of ‘Transit with additional Engines, Premises, 
‘and Appliances. 
Roabien 
1. Locomotives: For. the working of 4876000 truncversts there re necessary 
87600 6 9 acorn a 2,000 oaks <.. sno 


ml appliances for the line: For the ereetion of add 
laying of lings, and alteration of statlonsse ess 1,000,000) 
TGlece | Kesh ah + 6)810,000 
Nory.—tTo unforeseen expenses: 6 per cent of 6,618,000 roubles. 330,000 


Rial oe) ed ays ss 636000 
Or, in round figutes a + 7,000,000 


Assuming the realisation of 83 on tho 100, 8 capital of 240,000 roubles will be required, with an 
‘anna interest of about 890,000 roubles 


Jostire 2 in No, 106, 
Trans-Persian Railway Scheme: Draft Memorandum for the consideration of the 
Committe constituted to represent British eres in relation tthe Project for 
Linking up the Russian and Indian Railay systema. 


(Confidential) 
‘THE accompanying notes refer to the questions of — 
1. ‘The alignment or route to be followed, 
2, The gauge. 
8, The capital cost of the undertaking] on the basis of the Russian Committee's 
4. The revenue return report, 


and. it is now desired to invite consideration of some important points of principle 
having reference to the interests of Great Britain, India, and Persia, based on the data 
which the notes supply. 


M1 


Tt has first to be observed that, whereas it has hitherto been the custom with 
writers on the question, official and publi, to treat the line through Persia by itself, 
the real undertaking is to link up the Russian and Indian railway systems, und the 
capital required for the complete project will, it is shown in the notes under the head 
capital cost, on the basis of the, Russian estimates, amount, not 616 or 18 millions as 
has been variously quoted for the Persian line by itself, but to upwatds of 33. mi 
pounds. This includes the cost of the two links connecting the projected Persian 
with the Russian railway system on the north at Aliat, and with the Indian railway 
system on the south at Kurrachee, 

The Russian system, proposed in this and adopted in many similar eases, of 
financing schemes for public works, principally by means of debenture capital, proonts 
adanger which in a case of this kind calls for serious consideration, Tt aflords no 
‘guarantee, such as the ordinary English system of restricting the debenture eapital to 
comparatively small. proportion of the total (the balaneo being raised by share capital 
and called up as required) affords, for the complete execution of the project 

‘To put it quite plainly, so long as the interests of the Russian Government are 
vitally coneerned in the pr of the scheme, it may be taken as certain that the 
debenture capital required will be fortheoming. | But having attained their principal 
purpose, any slackening of their interest in the further prosecution of the works would, 
unless the British Government. were prepared to take an active interest in the 
completion of the project, probably, if not certainly, mean a failure of finds and the 
Prsctcal stoppage ofthe works. TE seems that the Russian Goveroment ary likely to 

more vitally’ interested in getting a line through to Bunder Abbas or Charbar— 
which would open up the Persian markets to their commerce and. satisfy their lony-felt 
desire of a port on the Persian Gulf or Arabian Sea—than thoy are in an actual 
conneetion with India, and on this hypothesis there is a risk of the line stopping at 
Bunder Abbas or Charbar, and the British Government finding themselves committed 
to making the connection to Kurrachee, which would involve the construction of somo 
hundreds of miles of unprofitable coast line, 

If it be assumed that British and British Indian intorests are contred in tho 
provision of means for through and rapid communication with Europe and rail eonnoetion 
Tetweon ‘India usd th: Betsunl menote it hardly neoessary to point out that thoso 
interests can only be secured by the execution of the project aaa whole, and that thowe 
interests will sufler materially if the Russian railway system is extended southwards to 
the Persian Gulf, or even into the interior of Persia, without a connection being made 


nterests in the line thi 
This suggested accordingly -— 


1, That it should be laid down as soon ns may be possible. that the scheme sball 
be complete, and embrace the entire length of line necessary to eflect « junetion between 
the Russian and Indian Railway systems at Aliat and Kurrachoo respectively. 

2. That it should be a condition that the construction of the sections Alint to 
Resht and, Kurracheo to Chatlar shall be proceeded with simultaneously, and that 
southward from Resht and northward from Charbar the construction of the line shall 
be proceeded with pari passu, 

8, That conditional on the Russian lines formally agreeing to a similar courso,® the 


Indian Government should agree to grant a subsidy to the undertaking on the basis of 
the Indian “branch line terms,” 


Nore. —Extract from Government of India resolution, N. 105 R.P,, dated the 
23rd June, 1910, paragraph 2, clause (vii) -— 


(b.) Rebate connects with @ railway owned and worked by 
Y y 


the State, the Government of India will be prepared to allow the company 


« For proposals to this effect already mado by the Russian couiniitee seo p. M7. 
(2536) 20 
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in fpet of an at tho ond of ach calendar year by way of rebate such a 
sum, not exceeding in any year the net earnings (exclusive of earnin 
derived from the carriage of revenue stores) from traffic interchanged 
between such State railway and the branch line as shall, together with the 
not earnings of the branch line, make up an amount equal to interest at the 
rate of per cent, per annum’ on the actual expenditure charged to the 
capital account of the company. This undertaking will be subject to the 
proviso that, when the net earnings of the company, srithout the assistance 
of arebate, suffice to pay interest at a rate exceeding 5 per cent., the 
rurplin ball be divided equally between’ the Goveraniat and’ the 
company... . .. 


Tho Bunder Abbas route, it is suggested, should be abindoned without awaiting 
further survey, If the line is kept for the length of 400 miles between Cuattar and 
Kurrachee, within striking distance of the sea, tt would apparently suiiiciently “ out@anke 
not only all political objections, but, would satisfy those military objectors who can onl 
seo in a railway the opportunity for invasion of India” (Holdich), and the strategic 
advantage of extending the coust line to Bunder Abbas is surely outweighed by the 
provision by Russia ofa line outside the British sphere extending to the shore of the 
orsian Gulf 

‘The further survey to be made should embrace the alternative alignment vid the 
Kech Valley, roforred to on p. 142. ‘This would still leave a length of about 260 miles 

sein reuc from th moa, 
‘Thoro is strong reason on the grounds of economy alone for advising that the gauge 
of the lino throughout should be 8, ft 6 in., otherwis, if it is not too late now to go 
wuge, it would seem reasonable that the 
about half-way across the neutral sphere, Failing this 
an, a already stipulated by the British Foreign Office, but 
the Persian point of view this may be taken exception (0 because of the incon- 

nee to local trafic, 

‘The main lino is to bo internationalised, and its management will accordingly fall 
joint board. Tt would be right that following the arrangement adopted in ty cass 
of tho Shanghai-Nanking Railway, the president of this board should be a Persian, and 
that Persia should have, in addition, at least one representative on the board, which 
would otherwise be ropre cctive financial interests involved, but the 
construction of the line within the British sphiere, or from Kurrachee to Kerman, and the 
supply of a proportiounte ghare of the rolling stock of all kinds should be secured to 
British entorprise, and it seems very necessary that some intimation to this effect should 


how be given, lest matters be proeseded with on a di basis, which will prejudice 
British intoresta, 


It ipating in the scheme, and 


as the finances, “The 
arrangement, ‘The British G 

ment will no doubt require that the line up to at least the boundary of tie Bri 
sphere (Kerman, or alternatively Bunder Abbas) shall be British, and the Russian 
werument, probably as regards construction, will hold the corresponding view in 
reference to the section from Astara to Yezd. It would probably riot be agreeable to 
cither Power for a thinl Power to engage in public works within their respective spheres, 
‘This leaves only the length within the neutral sphere, iv., from eed to Kerman 
's) on tho oue route, and Yead to Bunder Abbas (425 miles) on the other. 
ax hus already been sugested, the route vid Bander Abbas is one not to be 
ended, it would appear probable that unless the Russian Government is prepared 
it French construction within the Russian sphere, that ony a length of line of 
from Yezd to Kerman would be available for French enterprise, s0 far as 
construction is concerned, So short a length would probably not. satisfy French 
aspirations, oven if it were worth while to have a separate organisation for the con 
struction cso short a distance, " But,on the other hand it would appear both reasonable 
and fousible for French manufacturers to participate in the supply ot rolling stock, &e. 

in proportion to French financial interests, 


2, Queon Anne's Gate, London, 
January 18, 1912, 
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1. Route. 
‘The route which it was proposed the projected line should follow, as described in 


the report insued by the Russian committer in May last, is shown by a fall red line on 
the sketch map attached,? the total length of the line being :— 





= [= | |e 





Th Russia 
Alin to Astara 


To Persia— 


+ Asta to Youd, 
Yea Kero 
erman to fronior 





‘The route to Nushki was, however, found too mountainous for the traffic contem- 
plated, ond partly for this reason, ‘and partly apparently on account of views 
Expressed by the British Foreign Offi, the! Hine frase Reman was altered o Ye 

ce Kurrachee the point of junction with the Indian system instead of Nushki, the 
route followed being direct to Kair and Charbar, and’ thence vid Guattar (on’ the 
Baluchistan frontier), along the coast. to Kurrachee, ‘The elect was to increase the 
Tength of the through line by about 100 miles, or from 1,392 to 1,492 miles, and to 
also increase the length of the Baluchistan. section from 232 to 974 miles, making the 
total length of the line 1,904 miles, namely -— 





Mion, 





In Rusia as before. A 139 


To Porsia— 
Rossian sphere: Astara to Yea 
Neutral sphorw: Yeud to Kerman 
British: sphere: Kerman to Gosttar 


Tn Balochistan — 
‘Guattar to Kurracheo 


Total. 1904 





‘The British Foreign Office eaeegueatly made it condition of their support to the 
scheme that, subject to reconsideration as the result of actual survey, the line should 
enter the British sphere at Bunder Abbas instead of Kerman, The effect in point of 
mileage {ess ing the route to be followed to be vik Yezd) would be to increase: 


the length of the Persian line to approximately 1,554 miles, and the mileage statement 
‘vould stand as follows -— 





Miles, Milos, 





Tn Rossin a8 before 


In Peenin— 
Riswiay phere: Astars to Yeud 
nal spre: Yead (0 Bubder Ab 
Ariish phere ; Bunder Abbas to Guattar 


In Balochistan 
Guattar to Kurraches 


Toll .. 
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A very grave objection to this route from all points of view, except perhaps the 
atrategio point, ie that for over 800, milee (Bunder Abins t3 Guattar and’ Gaskins to 
Kurrachee) the railway runs along the coast line, It would for this great length be 
ractically entirely dependent on the through traflie, as very little loeal traffic could be 
Tivkedifors suit would be etn anit pte et developing the 
agricultural, mineral, and industrial resources of Persia, 

‘The alternative route from Yezd to Charbur vit Kerman (population 40,000), Bam 
{population 6,000), and the populous plains of Namashir and Regan, Bswpur, and 
the Panjgur district appears to offer advantages which outweigh all comparison, ‘The 
district ws described ax possessing « delightful climate for the greater part of the 
eur, and genorally a fair water supply, It is, moreover, important that it should not be 
overlooked that one of the consequences that are bound to follow the opening up 
the country by a through line of railway ia the development of enterprises for the 
onstruction ot irrigation works, for which it is believed there is considerable soope in 
the valleys of this district 

It i true that the Foreign Office proposals contemplate the construction of a. 
branch ine from Bunder Abbas or Charbar vid Regan and Bam to Kerman. ‘The 
route Bunder Abbas to Kerman may, however, be said to be impracticable, and the 
alteroative, Charbar to Kerman, would involve the construction of an additional 
mileage of over $00 miles, which would not of itself be a paying investment unless 
made is part of the through line, 

‘The conditions that the Tine should be within striking distance from the sea, on 
tho grounds of strategic considerations, would appear to be very amply met. by the fact 
that the wholo longth of 440 miles from Charbar to Kurrachee on the route vit Kennan 
would be so situated, If this assumption is correct, the arguments in favour of the 
‘loption of tho route Yead, Kerman, Charbar and Guattar, in preforence to that from 
Yea! to Buoder Abbas, Chinrbar, and Guattas, would appear to be overwbeliing, 

It is advisable that the further surveys to be undertaken should include at alter- 
native line south of Bampur vit Sexbag, Tusbat, and the Rech, V ley to Paani. This 
Toute would serve a large number of villages which would contribute to the trafic, 


2 Gauge. 


hing is suid in tho Russian committen’s report on the subject of the gauge ; but 
their proposils contemplated that the whole line up to the Baluchistan boundary should 
hoof the Russian gange (5 feet). ‘The British Foreign Oice have, however, stipulated 
that there shall bo a break of gauge ut Bunder Abbas, or wherever the line 
tho British sphero of influence in Persia, ‘This would ms Bunder Abbas i 
ne caso, and at Kerman in the ease of the alternative route, 

If there were no political or stratogio points to be considered, it would. without 
oubt be preferable to make the break of gauge at Kurraches, for this reason, that a li 
of the 8 feet (Russian) gauge is somewhat cheaper than one of the 5 ft. 6 he 
Indian) gange. From the traffic point of view, given that there must be a break, tt is 

material it occurs, On the other grounds referred to, it would seem that. the 
kauge occurs should be ax far removed as possible from. 
frontier, and it would appeur to be justifiable to stipulate that the change 
half-way’ across the neutral zono, that is, half-way between Yezd and Bander 
Abhus in the one case or half-way between Yezd and Kerman in the other: 

But the interests of Persia haye also to. be considered, aud it would appear that 
they would. be with ights in stipulating for a separate gauge within the limits 
of Porsinu territory, so as to provent the fine being usd by Sither Russia. oe Goene 
Britain to their, prejudion, UF they elected for the English gauge (4 ft. 8) im) in use 
thoughout Asia Minor it sould eeonomise. in cont of “constavetion = bed, cites 

valve tivo ‘on the Russian and one on the Baluchistan or Tndian 
ior, Te must not be lost sight of that the Bagdad Railwa: hs when the 
ehran-Khi ‘in Railway is unction with the Persian mai 
is being constructed to-4'R. Sin, gauge. Te would effect « still fart 
if the motry, or, preferably, a 
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Baluchistan or Indian frontiers, making three instead of two breaks, Tn auch « long 


journey the extra expense involved would not. be a consideration of much importance, 
Me chief objections are the risks of delay, iible damage in handling delicate ls, 
aun pillow could be obviated only by exceptionally good management I the 
case of short distance traffic, say from southern Russia to Persia, a break of 
gauge at Astara would be an inconvenience, but the benefit Russia will derive from the 
construction of the line being so great, it would seem that they eould hardly on this 

und. take exception to the conition i Persia stipulated for an. indepentent es 
esto hatin fast so mush fo gain'ty the marker at Nontten Westoe ced Gel 
Persia being opened np to her commerce, and by the Indo-Buropean passenger tafe 
being to Russia, that, Persia, and it may bo added England, tre ina position 
to insist on concessions to their interests in, return for the great advantages which 
Persia will confer hy granting the concession for the construction of the line, and which 
England confers by consenting to link it up with the Indian railway system, 





3. Capital Cost. 


cost of the line through Persia is estimated by the Russian committee 
‘at 19,125,001, including rolling stock, ‘This was on the Nushki route, aud is.at tho 
rate of 19,7391 per mile, This inileage rate and the estimate of the length of the 
Aifforent: sections of the line appear to be on a liberal basis, but it is ianpossible to 
criticise the figures in the absence of anything but a superticial reconnaissance of the 
country to be traverved. Including interest: during construction, the total is ineroaged 
to 21,995,7501,, or 19,8001. a-mile, and assuming that about. 90 per cent. of the enpital 
is raised on 4 per cent, debentures at 85, it hus been shown that the total eapital to be 
raised to cover this expenditure, on which interest. is payable, is 25,500,001, or 
18,9202. per mile, 


Nors.—There is an arithmetical error in the Russian committee's figures of 
100,000 roubles, which would increase this total by about: 13,0000,, but for convenience 
it is disregarded, 


For the route vii Kerman to Charbar the amount to be borrowed would be 
increased on the basis of the average rate to 25,500,000 4- 18,320 x 100 = 27,984,001, 
or, say, 27,845,000). allowing for the correction referred to in the foregoing’ noto, atid 
for the route vid Yezd and Bunder Abbas it would be further increased to 27,245,000 -+ 
18,320 x 62 = 28,480,8401., or, say, 28,481,000, + 


Nore.—No allowance has herein been made for the difference in mileage cont due 
to increase of gauge, in the one case from Kerman and in the other from Bunder Abbas, 


‘To arrive at the oost of the entire scheme, allowance has to be made for the cost 
of tho section in Russia from Alint to Astara (120 miles), and for the eost of the line in 
Baluchistan—Guattar to Kurrachee—(873 miles), For the former short length it may 
}e assumed that the construction cost per mile would not exceed the Russian estimate 
for the section Astara to Resht, or 7,213. a-mile, or, allowing 10. per cent. for tolling 
stock and proportionately for interest during construction, and discount on debentures 
13,739 ; 18,920 : : 7,213 + 721 : 10,579—say, 10,6001, " ‘ 

For the oust line through Baluchistan, which would be of the Indian gaugo 
(6 ft. 6 in.), allowing for the charoter of the Tine on a rocky coast with mountains 
coming in places down to the sea level, anid the numerous spurs and eros drainage that 
would have to be dealt with, it would not be safe at this stage to estimate at a mileage 
rate much below that assuined for the rest of the line, or, say, 14,0002. u-mile, 

On this showing, the entire cost of the undertaking, that is, the amount of the 
capital that would have to be mised to finance it, assuming that 90 per cent. of the 
amount is raised on 4 per cont. debentures. at 85 net (including, of cotirse, commission. 
and underwriting), would be— 
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Nore.—The distribution is approxin 
for different sections vary. 





In the ease of the route vid Kerman, British 
extent of 52 per cent, of the total capital, 
ropretent the cost of the nnprodustve coat Tine In the other case, the Brith pertion 
aggregates 42 por cent, of thi 

Tine with but Ittle local traffic, and which would practically be entirely dependent on 
through goods and passong 


‘There can be no question ax to the Russian committeo's estimate of through 
passenger traffic being very greatly overstated 
pasiongers and 28,175 British soldiers passed through the Suez Canal in 1909, and on 
this basis itis assumed that— 





would use the line, and pay full through fares por annum. Tt 
improbable that th 
unlikely that nearly 70 p 


is estimated at only 3 , 
muy bo taken as w criterion, it does not seem that: the mileage estimate of 11,065 roubles 
pet verat ean be regarded i 


Tho actual receipts on the Trans-Siberian line (3,141 versts) in 1908 were 














6 only, being based on average milleage rates, whereas the rates 









iterests would be concerned to the 
ff which approximately. one-third would 






ie total, the whole of which would be represented by coast 









trafic, 











4, Revenue Account. 





tis shown that 116,255. private 










Privato passongera ts 
‘Troop oa Uh ee 
Paawtngera for P 





80,000 















ARO eres att Wee ns 


120,000 








, of course, mont 
ne would be used for the conveyance of British ‘troops, and most 

cent. of tho passengers vid the Suez Canal, a large proportion 
the Straits, China, and the lian Colonies, would resort 
But, 0 hand, the traffic in goods appears to. be 
ated (for instance, the through goods traffic, including bullion, 
tons per day), and, if the returns on the ‘Trans-Siberian Hine 
























the agyregate as excess is made up of — 
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It may be noted that the revenue estimate shows a net credit of 81,7802, on 


‘account of the lease to the Russian railways of the through passenger cars. This would 


seem to be an error, if, as it is elsewhere assumed, the cars 


are leased at Cost price only, 


without allowance for profit, Without any correction on this account, the revenue 
acoount, taking the line through Persia by itself, shows a net credit ‘of 795,6981, 


against which are to be set 









1, The interest chi 





is invested at 4 per cent, 
‘The capital involved being, say— 


‘on share capital at 6 per cent. 
The interest and sinking fund churges on debenture capital at 4-22 
assuming seventy-five years as the duration of the concession, and that thesin 
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= Keroan Route, | Bander Ab 
‘ A 
Sharwcapial v2 ss we] 270000 | 20000 
Debowew eal 3) attrnono | ofan 
Toul .. «| a7985000_ | 288,900" 
‘These charges would amount to: — 
Bnd Abbas 
= | Kernan rows, | onde At 
Pla 
Stawapial ow 14,000 171,000 
Deventarecapist = SE 1,010000 10000 
‘otal anol interst and sioking and 1203000 | 1,289 000 
Deduct emiuated net recigte | 796,000 | 78,00 
Net annua det... 18500, 317,000, 











‘The Russian committee refer to the additional net income acerning to the Russian 


Tines (which they est 
deficit on the Persian lin 





te at 67,5001, 
Te would ob 





capitalists. We are assured that there is no pros 


Government entering into a financial 








per annum) beings available to help to cover the 
bviously not be allowable to make the finances 
of the whole undertaking depend on a subsidy’ in the shape of 
for traffic passing over the Russian railways only, Indeed, this is not apparoatly 
contemplated, for it is said half the line ik expected to be’ guarantecd by ‘Russian 


a rebate on the charges 


ect of either the British or the Indian 
guarantes, but it seems urgently necossary. that 


‘some announcement should be made in connection with the finances as to the willingness 
‘or otherwise of the Indian lines to contribute on the basis of th 


Tine terms. 


we Indian Railway branch 


Something has been said about the grant of a subsidy by the British Government 
for the carriage of the mails, ‘The present subsidy paid to the Peninsular and Oriental 
‘Company covers the entire cost of the transport of the mails, and in the revenue estimates 
of the proposed undertaking credit is taken for their transport. by rail as an item of 
traffic. It does not appear that it could be expected. that am: 
the charge for transport would be granted, 

On the basis that the gross receipts would aggregate 11,065 roubles per verat 
throughout, except on the coast sections, where they may be taken at 10,815 roubles 
per verst (1,000 roubles per verst being the full estimate of the receipts from local goods 


‘and passengers, the receipts on the coast line under thi 


head 





per verst only), and that the working expenses would amount 


{gross receipts, the not receipts from the complete undertaking would azhount 


wil subsidy in addition vo 


are taken at 250 roubles 
to 70 per cent, of the 
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[3767) No, 202, 
Sir A. Johnstone to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 27.) 
(No. 16. Confidential 


ir, 












The Hague, January 26, 1912, 
THE Dutch newspaper, “De Nieuwe Courant,” reported yesterday evening, on 
the authority of the Berlin paper, “ Lokal-Anzeiger,” that M. Oudendijk. the Nether- 
lands Minister to Persia, would succeed Me, Schuster us financial adviser in Persia 

1 was already aware that MM. Oudendijk’s name had been mentioned in London as 
4 possible successor to Mr. Schuster, but this paragraph gave me the opportunity of 
broaching the question with Count Limburg Stirum this afternoon, ae 

Count Limburg Stirum expressed his surprise at the idea of M. Ondendijke being 
chosen for w post involving Knowledge of finance, M. Oudendijk was a very 
capable peryon and a most useful public servant, Lut he had uo notion; so far as Count 
Limburg Stirun was aware, of financial methods, Had the Netherlands Government 
been requested to find a person to fill Mr, Schuster’s place they would potably have 
been uble to select a competent man from their colonies, but M. Oudendijk would. uover 
have been their choies, 















Thave, &e, 
ALAN JOHNSTONE, 








(8713) No, 203. 


The Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office. (Received January 21.) 





Sir, Abchurel Lane, London, January 26, 1912. 
REFERRING to my intorview of the 23rd instant with Sir E. Grey, aa promised 
T sont a full telegram to our Shiraz manager, Mr. MLM. Ferguson, who is in v clone 
night. Tf 








touch with Persian matters, T enclose copy of his reply received late last 
‘you wish me to telograph further T yhall be ylad to do so, 
Thave, &e. 
'T, JACKSON, Chairman, 
—————————— 


Enclosure in No, 203. 







Translation of a special Telegram received from Mr P 
January 25, 1912, 


ALTHOUGH tribes trouble auticipate 
‘usuitability present. governor of Fars, we 
‘Attacking consulate oF Indian troops in Si 
inttarfore in loeal politic 

Withdrawal troops would be popular measure, but withdrawal Bei 
doubt will seriously affect Brit 

iauniderstood by the pwoph 
Jnperty of British Heft 
British “consul aud Persian Go 
Cannot seo why we could not conti 





rguson, Shiras, 


d during mouth after next owing to 
lo. uot consider much likelihood tribes 
rz unless, as last year, British consul 





















tee withdrawal, 
wurantes ive sufficient local protection” 


misiness bank as ustial, 









(3852) No. 204. 
s 





, Barclay to Sir Bdteard Grey {Receive 





January 21.) 












ae 72.) i 
wlegraphic.) R Tehran, January 2, 1912. 
MY telegram No, 63 of 24th Jamun a 

jowofis has boen appoiated financial agent for province of Fury at a salary of 
4,000 tomins, 
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13867] ‘No. 205, 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Fawcarid Grey.—(Reeeived January 21.) 







(No, 23.) 


{Telegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, January 27, 1912, 


YOUR telegram No, 52 of 24th January and Tehran telegram No. 65 of 25th 
January : Turco-Persign frontier. 


Minister for Forcign Affairs was under a misapprehension, and was referring to 






















to Persian and Turkish Governments, As there is 
Ses no objection to its bei 
whi 














Sees nO Teason Why extracts 
rzeroum Commission, 1843-47, should 
not be communicated to the Persian Legation in London, 




















(3868) No. 206. 
G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 22.) 





ne 24) 
(Telegraphic.) , 
YOUR telegram No. 49 of 24th January. 
T had already, a9 reported in my telegram No, 22 of 24th January, spoken in 
the senso of first paragraph, and immodiately on the receipt of your telegram wrote 
rivate letter to tho Minister for Foreign Affairs embodying the iemaining two.” Hig 
Excolloney, whom I saw for a fow minutes last night, told mo that lio would now cause 
warning to be conveyed to the ex-Shah. 





St. Petersburgh, January 27, 1912, 


























(3413) No, 207. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

















Foreign Office, January 27, 1912, 
id Koop a8 many of existing assistanta as 
they are capable, but we cannot abject to unavoidable vacancies being Ald 
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(3412) No. 208, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Buchanan, 











(No, 56.) 
(Telegraphic) R. Foreign Office, January 27, 1912, 
SIR G. BARCLAY'S telegram No, 62 of 24th January By of deputy govornor 
at Tabreez. 
a) 12% should inform Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs that if hie Excellency 
Will give safeconduct. and not demand further punishment than ie montionea ‘your 


telegram No. 18 [of 20th January] the basti will be unged to leave His Majesty's 
consulate. 


(Repeated to Twhran, No. 62.) 


————————————— ee eee 
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(3429) No. 209. 
Sir Biward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 
(No, 69.) 


(Telegraphie.) Foreign Office, January 27, 1912. 

YOUR telegram No. 22 [of 24th January: Ministers’ joint proposals]: 

You could “embody in an aide-mémoire for communication to M. Sazonof the 

roposals made in fourth paragraph of the identic suggestion recorded in Sir G. 

relays telegram No. 29 (or ih january]. Amount of ex-Shah’s pension could be 
left to Persian Government to fix. You should also state in memorandum that, pending 
discussions as to a loan and to whom it should be entrusted, the two Governments wi 
advance each 200,000L on the condition mentioned at end of sixth paragraph of Sir G. 
Parcloy's above-mentioned telegram. ‘The 200,000l. advanced by His Majesty's 
Government would have to be applied by Persian Govorument to restoring security on 
suthern roads, 

T think it would not be right after both Governments have been in communication 

Seligman, and latter showed every willingness to comply with Russian conditions, 
to throw Seligman over without reason and support another group. Lauggest, therefore 
that Seligman should be asked whether ho is. prepared to take up newotiations for 
loan at point where they wore left when his representative last visited St, Petersburgh 
and to proceed with them, If he is not willing to do so at onco under alecd 
conditions in Persia, wo shall be free to support some other group. As to German 
connections, all international financiers soem to be in communication with each other 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 63,) 





(3484) No. 210, 


Sir Bawward Grey to Sir G, Lowther, 


foreign Office, January 27, 1912, 
h 


SIAN Government have received information that a further Turkish advance 
on the Persian frontier is in contemplation, and, in view of this, and of the fect thee 
report of British and Russian delegates who visited th frontier shows that the Turkish 
¢ncroacliments already extend beyond the frontier zone, they consider that representa. 
{ions should bo made by you and your Russian collengu to the Porte so as ta proven 
the dispatch of w fresh expedition or any extension of Turkish authority, 

‘The Russian Government cousider that, as the ‘Turco:Porsisn delimitation 
conn ll meet shortly, any further encroachments would be very undesirable, 

It is tru that, ns you point out in your telegram No. 10 of 25th January, Turkish 
Government may retort that Russia is not in a position to make representations 
Tiegeting oncroactiments on Persian territory, but the tyro enses aro not parallel, as 
tho Turkish ener hi . bog in 1005, 

Present representations are only directed against still further increases and 
oneroachmonts, aud ‘Turkish occupation inch to possession and ad- 
tminigtraton, which Russians do. uot claim, “Aw far as Khoi ie concerned its clearly 
Hrevious Turkish advance that is responsible for presence of Russia troops fa that 
distri 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. G0, and St. Petersburgh, No, 53.) 





[3364) No, 211. 
Sir G, Bavelay to Sir Hdveard Grey.—(Reeeived January 28.) 


R Tehran, January 28, 1912. 
ram unnumbered of 18th January. 
Smart has now taken chargo at Shiraz, and, nov that iden of evacuation 
abandoned for the present, T ire to repeat request for sanction for course 
in my telegram No. 40 of 13th January: Escort for Knox. 
(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to India.) 





[3863] No, 210%, 


Sir G. Barelay to Sin Edward Grey.—(Recoived January 28,) 
(No. 73.) 
‘Telographic.) P. Tehran, January 28, 1912, 

SITUATION in Persia, 

Please see my telegram No, 29 of ‘the 10th instant, 

The uncertainty as to the degree of support which the Persian Government are to 
recvive from the two Powers is inaking the position of the Goverment daily. more 
difficult. 

quite 
it to lose 
the two 


that the Bakhtiaris are clamouring for arrears’ of pa 
is quite, penniless, and unless an advance of 200,000, 
‘loan, it will 
arranj is advance “at once, 
programme of expenditure, and we should make its 
advance. ‘The programme will include n considerable sum 
for the gendarmerie. “Tt was only the support of the Medjfien which euabled Shuster ty 
make a stand against waste and thieving, and now that the treasurer-genral to 
Without the support of  Medjliss it is all the more necessary ‘that a. progeatnine. OF 
expenditore should be drawn up and insisted on by the two Powers 
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[8865] No. 212. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 28.) 










No. 75.) 
Telegraphic.) Tehran, January 28, 1912, 
Y telegram No. 729 of 22nd December. 
Following from consul at Kermanshah, No. 1, received to-day :— 


“Evening of 15th January many shots were fired at consulate. Prince denied 
complicity, as also does basti. I have forty rifles, and could obtain more guards 
through Azam-ed-Dowleh. Unless Persian Government take steps, what should I do? 
Sardar Mozafir, with 250 horse, joined Princo on 16th January, making about 1,400; 
others will follow. Non-arrival of Persian Goyernment’s forces will cause tribes to 
join Prince.” 


















Thave replied as follows :~- 


“T think it would be wiser not to obtain more guards through your basti, Such 
‘a course would seem likely to provoke further attacks.” 


oS 
(8866) No. 213. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reccived January 28.) 
No. 76.) 
ie nay 

MY telegram No. 68 of 26th January. 

‘Total value of animals killed and property destroyed is about 9341, Casualties in 
the two incidents were three killed, one missing, ten wounded, exclusive of Smart, 
three of the wounded being probably permanently disabled, and three others with 
severe wounds, 

Desiring to reduce our demand as far as possible, I would propose that we should 
claim 4,7341, as a first charge on the next loan, i.e., 1,0001. for Smart, 3002. for each of 
the killed, missing, or permanently disabled, and 1001. for each of the other wounded, 
‘Total amount, exclusive of compensation for Smart and stolen property, would appear 
to be on the same scale as that proposed for the Russian casualties at Tabreez (seo 
Sir G. Buchanan’s telegram No, 20 of 20th January). 

(Addressed to Foreign Office ; sent to I 


Tehran, January 28, 191%, 

















india.) 













[3869] No. 214. 











Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received January 28,) 

No. 25.) 

Cain) St. Petersburgh, January 28, 1912, 
i 


reply to private letter which I addressed to him on recoipt of Sir G. Barelay's 
telegram No, 60 of 24th January, Minister for Foreign Affairs wrote to say he 
considered it was now too late to express our acquiescence in Mornard's acting appoint 
ment, seeing that he had already assumed oflice, and that he did not contemplate 
opposing his definite appointment should he prove up to the work. 

J replied, reminding him of what he had authorised me to say, as reported in my 
telegram No. 17 of 17th January, and Pointing out that, if we took no notico of 
his acting appointment, we should be neglecting principle insisted on in 3rd article 
of Russian ultimatum, 

His Excellency now writes that he must adhere to what he originally wrote, as 
such a step as we propose would not fail to weaken Mornard’s authority in the eyes of 
Persian Government. He adds that, as his name was put forward by the two legations, 
principle to which I had alluded would not be infringed ; that he had agreed to 
consider appointment as provisional for the moment only in order that we might 
replace him should he prove himself incompetent, but that in the contrary cas he 
would not oppose his retaining post of treasurer-general. 
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[3882] 
Sir @. Buchanan to Sir Bdhward Grey —(Reeciced January 29.) 


St. Petersburgh, January 17, 1912. 
ipt of your telegram No, 27 of the 12th of this month, Lealled on the 
cr for Foreign Affairs and informed him that you were prepared to. co-operate 
With the Imperial Goyernment on the lines proposed by M, Poklewsky and Sir George 
it sential to give some solid support to the 
T added that you would be glad to learn 

‘gard to the programme which the two Ministers had elaborated. 
plied that, while he approved of the programme ag a whole, as 
offering practical basis of co-operation, there were two points in it which soomed te 
Him open to erticism, ‘The first had reference to the aititude which it- was proposed 
that the two Governments should adopt. with regard to the ex-Shah, The Imperial 
Government, his Excellency, eaid, would be quite willing to join His Majtaty’s 
Rovernment in advising Mohomed Ali in a fitendly: manner to! return to Europes 
but they could not go so fir us to tell him that they would, under no eircumstantes 
ever recognise him. Hix Excellency then repeated the various reazons we 

M, Nératof had more than once explained to me on former occasions—rondeved 
impossible for Russia to take this Ly adding tl spite of his forced abdication, 
the Emperor always regarded Mahomed Ali as the legitimate Sovereign, 
F poised out that, in view of the fut that the bx-Shah hid made his attempt and 
failed, anil that he would never now x d, the Russian Govern- 
ment might, him that 
they could petuation of presence 
in Pe sould endeavour 
pension; but that, if he declined to 
hope of ever receiving a pension 
His Majesty's Government would 
y were meeting the wishes of the Imperial 

préposed coustitational changes, it was 
‘ernment should meet their wishes ou this one 


Suzonof replied that it was by no means go certain tat the prstion of the 
ox Shull wus an bod ax Lbad made out: He had still x strong tacking of Turcomane, 
‘nid it was always possible that he inight atlewpt to establish his authority in the 
tl vi h had declared foe h n if he had to. separate them from 
Persia. He begged me to believe, however, that th 
desire to take his part, In spite of all that hud boc 
had dono absolutely nothing to ficilitate his rot 
pssport aud. to a sucessful disguise that he had bec od through 
il nher no dk When Saad-ed-Dowleh had, in 
ent with the request for a loan for the 
purpose of 6 d Ali's restoration, they had, as reported by Mr. O'Beire 
an his: Ce ‘5, Seeret, of the 6th Dee » 1910, wholly discou aged the 
dow and tad refused to ad single penny. In the telegram which he bad 
vel ftv M. oklewsky nothing was siid on the subject of a pension, but it. wer 
evident from Sir George Batehy’s telegram that this was due to an oversight. The 
grant of pension would greatly facilitate matters, and he would be prepared to tell 
the ox-Shah that it was useless for longer in Persia, und to warn 
hhim that, if ho x red him. What 1 had said as 
to the attitude of 8 Government might als» be used by the Russian 
is an argument to induce him to. 0, as t it further tell him that, 
F the fixed determination of His Majesty mnont never to recognise him, 
it would be impossible for him ever to establish himself on the throne. 
‘second point to which ho took 
This was, he said, a matter on 
1 had an opportunity of discussin, 
His personal opinion, however, was that it would be 
uments to make small advanees to the Persian Government, 
lent to meet their financial requirements. What we ought to 
do was to arrange ut once for a large loan. ‘The Russian Government had no intention 
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of pressing for the immediate payment of the indemnity, which formed the subject of 
the third demand accopted by the Persian Government, and they would also allew the 
outstanding claims of Russian subjects, which amounted to soime 800,001, to. stand 
rer for the present. They would, however, be forced by Russian public opinion, to 
demand the immediate payment of an indemnity to the familied of the Ruscine 
soldiers who had been either killed ox matined foe hfe during the course of the recent 
Aghting, | He could not say exactly what would be the amount of this indemnity, but 
at a rough calculation it would come to about: 100,001, 

Tremarked that at a_moment like the present, when complete anarchy reigned in 
Persia, it would he very difficult. to find financiers’ ready to float a large loan, except 
Hey, nezous terms, and that, moreover, this difculty. would le inereased by. tho 
fact this M- Momard, as treasurer-general, did iot inspire confidence in English 
Fiuncial circles. It seemed to me, therefore, advisable to commence by affording: the 
Persian Government some temporary pecuniary. bo in a. 
position to restons order in. the country. 

the general political situation it would be much easier for them to 
negotiate a large loan on reasonable terms, As regarded the question of the payment 
of an indemnity to the families of the Russian soldiers who had been either tiled ov 
Youded, it would, T suggested, be auficient to obtain an engigement from the Persian 
Government that the sum demanded should eventually be paid out of the proooeds of 
the new loan, and that meanwhile the Russian ‘Treasury might advance the money 
necessary to meet any passing claims on the part of theso families, 

M. Bazonof replied that ho did not balicke tat it would to much difference, ag 
rexarded terms, whether the loan were to be raised at onoe ot to. be postponed to 
later date, In order to obtain a loan of several millions of pounds itt would ‘be 
necessary: that the two Governments, without giving an actual guaruntes, should 
reassure its promoters with regard to the pulitieal situation, and give them elenrly to 
understand that behind Persia stood Great Britain and Russia, “He would, however, 

iat T had said to the Minister of Finance, and discuss the whole question 


n read over to M. Sazonof the remaining points dealt with in Sir George 


telegram No. 29 of the 10th instant, but his Hxcelleney said that he had so 
vations to make with regard to them, 
Thavo, &e. 


GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 





(3883) No, 216, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Bdicard Grey.— (Received January 29.) 
(No. 20.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, January V7, 1912, 
AT the usual reeeption of the diplomatic body by the Emparor on New Year's Day, 
T conveyed to His Majesty the King’s congratulations and good wishes, adding. thee 
the Tast commands which the King had been pleased to give mo on the ove af 
for India were to take the first opportunity of assuring His Majesty’ that 
which the King had so much at heart as the maintenance of tho 
h Russia. “I subsequently succeeded in turning the conversation to 
s, and repeated to His Majesty much of what Uhad said to M. Sazonof, as 
Teported in my immediately preceding despatch on the subject of tho ox-Shah, 
‘The cordial manner in which the Hroperor spoke of the Anglelte tn under: 
standing left nothing to be desired, and His Majesty warmly reciprocated the Kings 
shes for ite maintenance. His Majesty also spoke of tho appronching English visit, 
with evident satisfaction. With regard to Persis, the Emperor sad that 
incumbent on the two Governments to give the Persian Government ‘ver sistance 
in their power by providing them with capable foreign advisers. He had, Ilia Majesty 
continued, seen the joint programme which had heen drawn up by M. Poklewsky and 
Sir Georgo Barclay, and the principles which it laid down met with bis approval. 
€. Sazonof had already told him that you could never cousent 10 recoghise the ex-Shab, 
and he quite understood your attitude on this question, On my informing the Emperoe 
ofthe action which M. Sazonof proposed to take, His Majesty expressed lis approval. 
‘The Emperor then proceeded to sa} that the Persian Government was. ‘80 weak, 
and the country in such a stato of anarchy, that order could never be restored without 
the assistance of Russian troops in the north and of British troops in the south, He hed 
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Seon with regret that the Persian Committee in Londop, as well as the “Daily Graphic”” 
and other papers, had recently indulged in attacks'an Russia, and had cast suspicion on 
the sincerity of tho assurances which his Government had given. We might, however, 
Fest assured that, when he gave his word that Russia would not annex any portion 
Of Persian terrtoty, that word would not bo broken: 

I told the Emperor that I hiad reported to you the categorical assurances which 
M. Kokoytsof had given me on this subject, and assured His Majesty that His Majesty's 
Government had not for a moment doubjed their sincerity. ‘There was, I added. a 
tonddency among tho parties belonging to the Extreme Leftin England and tethe Estee 
Right in Russia to criticise the Anglo-Russian understanding, and I ventured to think 
that the Tanguage employed in the “Zemshchina ” and other reactionary papers in 
Russia had beent more violent and more openly hoatile than that of the Radical press fa 
England, ‘The essential thing, howover, was that the Anglo-tussian understandin, 
should bo supported by the two Governments ‘and by general public opinion tt 
tho two countries. 

His Majesty cordially agreed, and said that neither Government should attach 
‘undue importance to what was said by the extremists on the other side. 

Thave, &. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 





(3884) No. 217. 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Hadward Grey.— (Received January 20.) 


he liad always said on the 

subj 8 on Porsian territory, and showed that. the 

Kish Govornment, in pushing forward their frontier, had been actuated by 

tratcxical considerations, of which Russia was the objective, He doubted very much 

her the Turco-Persian Commission contemplated in the protocol would ever meet 

prosiure were applied at Constantinople by Russia anid Great Britain, aud he 

wns convineed that, whatever might bo the eventual outcome of such a commission, 

‘Turkey would never refer any of the points on which an ageoement could not ioe 

Teuchedl 6 the Court of Arbitration at ‘The Hague, as she know perfectly well that the 
ease would be given against her. 

Thavo, &e. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 





[3942] No, 218. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey —(Received January 29,) 
(No. 69.) 
, Constantinople, January 22, 1912, 
HE: Minister for Foreign Adfiire spoke to me to-day with wome biteerness and 
goo deal of anxiety as to recent Russian action in Persia: He said that. the Ruslan 
troops in that district between Khoi and Urmia, which the Russian Government had 
declared to bo for the protection of caravans and which had been estimated 
Thad now Deon inereased to 4,000, and had been strengthened by seve 
their orrival thero had been perfect quiet in Khoi and Urmin, but y had 
reached there the Russians had discovered all kinds uf tinue inaty disturbances w 
‘had required exemplary punishment. ‘The Russians had even gone so fir as to hang 
rome mujteheds, and indoed indulged in what amounted to the extermination of ait 
those who held 
‘The Russian Government, his Excellency said, must be aware of the whereabouts 
of the Inte Shah, and if they were sincero they should secure him and remove him ty 
Odessa, and prevent his imimiation in Persian a 
His Exeelleney said he could not say what the result of the mixed commission 


IT 


Would be, but it would be quite possible that it or The Hague Tribunal might establish 
the fact that places now occupied by Russian troops were in Turkish territory, and ho 
‘Would like to obtain some guarantee that if these were declared to be eo, the Russians 
would evacuate those places. 

His Excellency evidently had no faith in Russian engagements not. to occupy, 
Permanently Persian territory, and said that he was at a loss to understand the policy 
of His Majesty’s Government, no doubt inspired by other considerations, of giving the 
opportunity to Russia when she found us engaged elsewhere of coming down to the 
Persian Gulf, 

His Excelleney added that large numbers of Persians in those districts had 
‘expressed the desire to become Turkish subjects, It had been intimated to them that 
if this was their real desire they eonld do so by coming over to Turkey with their arms, 
but only on the condition of never returning. 

As the Russian Ambassador has not yet. received his instructions as to the 
Communication to be made on this subject, which was dealt with in your telegrams 
Nos, 19 and 20, I did not discuss the point with him, 

Thave, &e, 
GERARD LOWTHER, 





{3885} No, 219. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reesived January 20.) 


St. Petersburgh, January 23, 1912, 

1 CALLED on the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 20th instant and spoke to 
him on the affairs of Persia, 

T commenced the conversation by saying that order could nover be ru-established 
in that country so long as Mohamed Ali remained there, and by urging tho necessity of 
‘our at once taking action toi to retire, Should ho eonsont to do 40, you 
Would be prepared to join the Russian Goverument in recommending the Persian 
Government to grant him « pension of 0,000 tomans, but. you could not support, his 
claitn to the full pension, which he had received prior to his retum to Persia Were, 
however, the pension, which you proposed, to be granted him it must be on the 
understanding that, if he agai returned to Persin without the consent of the two 
Governments, the latter should support the Persian Government in opposing him, 

M. Sazonof replied that he would raise no dificulties with regard to the amount 
at which you had suggested that his pension should be fixed, and that he was ready to 
make s communication to the ex-Shah in the terms reported in my despatch No, 19 of 
the 17th instant. He must, however, beg you not to ask him to give an undertakin 
that the Russian Government would support the Persian Government against Moham 
Ali should the latter ever again attempt to regain the throne, ‘This would, for the 
reasons which he had already given me, be going further than the Imperial Govern. 
iment could go; but ho would ulways be ready to address a serious sraming to Mohamed 

and to impress on him the folly of renewing an attempt that was foredoomed to 
fuluno,secing that His Majesty's Government sould never ponsent to recoguso hit 

We then proceeded to discuss the question of a loan which M, Suzonow agreed in 
thinking was one of primary importance, ‘The first suggestion which he mde, was the 
one which formerly found favour with Mf, Iavolaky, nately, that the negotiations for a 
loan should be combined with negotiations for railway concessions. He mentioned 
‘more particularly the concession for the Trans-Persian Railway, and suggested that the 
financial groups who were promoting that undertaking should also float a large Per 
loan. | Tsaid that Iwas not in a position to express an opinion on. thia aulject, 
thought that it would perhaps be more practical for us to revert to the ofler which 
Mests. Seligman had already mao to the Persian Goverment for a lear 4,000,001, 
In accordance with his Excelloney’s request I gaye him the géneral outline of the 

Joan, and of the conversations that M. Seligman had had 


owing to his long illness, M, Sazonof knew nothit 


His Excellency then asked me whether I thought that Messrs. Seligman would 
prepared to renew their offer; and I replied that, though the situation in Persia at the 
Present moment was hardly calculated to inspire confidence in financial circles, we 
might, if he concurred, appriuch Messrs, Seligman on the subject. M, Sazouof said 
that before giving a definite answer he must tall the matter over with the Minister of 
Finance, 

[1936 28 
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I next proceeded to speak on the subject of the recall of the Kazvin troops, 
reminding his Excellency of the assurances which he had formerly given me, and urging 

i tho nesmity of the two Coveroments uniting therefor to rastoe onder by 
giving the Persian Government some tangible proof of their support and confidence. 
dwelt on the grave situation with which His Majesty's Government. were confronted in 
the south, and on the serious prejudice that was being caused to our trade there in 
consequence of the prevailing disorders, which would never have become so acute had 
it not been for the state of unrest and excitement produced by Russia's action in the 
north. I then read to his Excelleney your despatch No. 11 of the 15th instant. 

M, Sazonof admitted that he lind given me the assurances of which I had 
remiuded him, and said that he had no wish to retain the troops at Kazvin a day 
Tonger than was necessary, more especially now that there was no question of an 
advance on Tehran, ‘There had been a decided improvement in the situation, but he 
could not guarantee that fresh disorders would not break out at one point or another. 
Only the other day some Russian soldiers had beon fired on at Resht; and as long as 
this danger existed Russian pablic opinion would not condone the recall of the troops. 
T suggested that, as everything was quiet at ‘Tehran and Kazvin, they might at any 
rate be withdrawn to Resht or Tabreen as a first step towards theit complete 
withdrawal when there was no longer any reason to fear the outbreak of fresh 
disturbances in the north. M, Sazonof seemed to think that it might soon be possible 
to do this, but said that he could take no decision without first consulting the military 
authorities, Ho then went on to say that it would be mach easier to explain the recall 
of tho troops to the Russian public if he could at the same time announce that the 
Persian Government had engaged to indemnify the families of the Russian soldiers who 
hhad boon killed or seriously wounded during the recent troubles, as soon. as the state of 
thoir fiunnces permitted of their doing so. He hoped that theamount of thia indemnity 
anit be redusd fom bin orignal eatimate of 1,000,000 roubles to 200,000 o 280,000 
roubles, 

T subsequently drew the conversation to what Sir George Barclay had reported in 
his telegram No, 41 of tho L4th iustant with regard to the action of Russian consular 
olligers in Persia, If, Laid, th ments were to work together to any 
purpose, with a view to establish « stable régime at Tehran, it was easential that they 
shoul! be loyally supported by their respective agents, Nothing could be more satis- 
factory than the friendly and cordial relations existing between M. Poklewsky and. Sir 
George Barclay; but I was afraid that some of the subordinate agenta were inclined to 
take a line of their own that was hardly consistent with the policy of their respective 
Governments. We had had the unfortunate ease of Major Stokes, whom [had no 

w to defend, but we had him. ‘There seemed, however, reason to fear that 

of tho Russian consuls, who were in favour of a forward policy, were far too apt 

r ta erate or exaggerate incidents, and sometimes even played the part of “ agents 
provooateurs.”” 

M, Sazonof admitted that the Russian consular service in Persia was not all that 
it should be, Somo of the consuls were jealous of M. Poklewsky, and did not 
appatently always obey his instructions, M, Poklewsky had, indeed, on more than one 
occasion complained of them, and he would, he thought, have to wake several changes, 
and, perhaps, remove M, Pokhitonof, who was one of the worst offenders, 

Thave, do, 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 


(3944) No, 220, 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived January 29.) 


0.71.) 
in 


¥ itantinople, January 
THAVE the honour to forward herewith, for c tho War Office, a 
despatch from. the military attaché to this embassy, ish estimate of the 
number and distribution of Russian troops in Persia, and’ reporting a conversation on 
the subject with the Minister of 
T have, &e. 

GERARD LOWTHER. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 220. 


Major Tyrrell to Sir G. Lowther, 


staff gave me their estimate of the 
‘4 translation of which 


are not very well informed a3 
This morning I saw the Mi 
entered and occupied Urmi r 
fand that they had not come round the lake from ‘Tabreez, as I supposed. | I . 
that had thought the Turks were not going to allow them to pass on the Khoi-Urmia 
rrond, to which he replied that that was so, Dut that they had slipped through without 
being observed ; and_aleo that, owing to the war, ‘Turkey was not just now in a 
‘position to resist Russian action in the neighbourhood of the disputed zone, 
Thave, &e 
G. B, TYRRELL, 
Military Attaché. 


Enelosure 2 in No. 220, 


Statement of the Russian Troops in Persia about the middle of January, according 
to the Turkish General Staff. 


201et rogiment at Kazvin. 
202nd regiment at Tubreez. 

200th regiment at ‘Tubreezs 

LbAth regiment at Tabroez. , : 

Sth chassenr regiment, composed of tio battalions, at Tabreez, 
‘Srd Caucasus chasseur battalion at Tabreoz, 


battalion which is under orders for that placo). 
‘At Meshed, one rogiment. 
Thave, de. 
GE, TYRRELL, 
Military Auaché, 
——————————————————————— 


[3946] No, 221. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey—(Reevived January 29.) 
< iD Conatantinope, Janiary 24, 1912 
I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, for communication to the War Offico, a 


espatch from the military attaché to this embassy, reporting a conversation with the 
Mager of War as to the need for strengthening, Darke Sep aren astiaat Russia, 
we, &o, 
GERARD LOWTHER, 
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Enelosure in No. 2: 






Major Tyrrell o Sir G. Louether, 


Sir, Constantin 

T HAVE the honour to report that when I save the Minister of War yesterday he 
went on to say,d propor of the Russian troops entering Uriia, that the British attitude 
‘was inexplicable and astonishing to him and his colleagues. ‘It was obvious that the 
Russians would not withdraw, and that their occupation of Norikern Persia would be 
permanent. This, he said, constituted an important step in th 
of the Persian Gulf, an advance which was as detrimental to 
‘Turkey, He said that we were living in a fool’s paradise if we really believed that 
Russia would withdraw, or that she even wanted to see Persia well governed and 
independent, and limiting lier own expansion to the south ; that the only effect of our 
implicit belief in Russia's good faith was to hasten the day when we would find 
ourselyes confronting Russia on a land frontier which we had not the force to defend 
against her. 

Hp went on to explain the policy wi ‘y was following, and was bound. to 
follow, It was quite impossible, he said, for her to mako an offensive and defensive 
alliance with nny one Power, for there was no Power interested equally in the 

co of ‘Turkey both in Europe and in Asia. In Emope the friend was 
Austria, to whose own interest it was that the statue quo in Roumelia 
aintained ; therefore the rapprochement between Vurkey and Austria was inevitable, 
the latter's annexation of Bosnia, England's position and interests in 
‘Purkey in Asia were anialogous to those of Austria in Turkey in Europe. 
uspin's march to the Persian Gulf could, now that Persia no longer existed as an 
Indepondent State, only be barred by strengthening ‘Turkey in those parts, not by 
weakening her, Ho said that the ‘lurks realised that England had uo territorial 
ambitions or desigus inconsistent with Turkish soy in those parts, and. that 
she was the only Power sincerely desirous of maintaining the status quo there, which, 
inoreovor, it. was to her own interest to do. 
Ho. then ‘are you afraid of Germany? WI 


January 










































































rmany do to 











you? You ean always build two sh pone. You think of nothing but your 
trade, and yo valry to prey upon your minds till 
forget your real ir present line: tire, atid; whether you like it 





oF not, the day ‘owe when Ru 
foregoing is x0 trite and obvions that T must apologise for putti 
‘as the Minister of War spoke spontancously and sincer 
hitary to see ourselves as others we us, consider it my. 
 Shovket Pasha’ 

















paper, | 


to report 
onversation fully to your Excellency, Twill also. permit 






it would he difficult to deny the reason of a great deal of what he said, 
of War's depreciation of what he supposes to be the policy of the Brit 
awed on a fundame lity to grasp the fact that Russi 
ments, When Russia has proved th i 
withdrawn, the whole edifice of the 



















a 





ia’s ood and 
falls to the ground. 

T woul also remark th 
tho samy ag Mahmoud Shovket's. ‘The Anste 
‘ago that he considered the estrangement between Great Britain and German 
only temporary, and due to the faet that wo were always opposed to the Power which, 
for tho tine boing was the Teussia was jecovering her 
fores and her preponde ble that we 
should eventually be fore position to her designs. Mis Excelleney h 
than oneo discussed with me the situatior ‘key, as modified by th 
and he has always given me the imp: ho ‘attaches: supre 
the maintenance of Turkey's. present pe 
absolutely essential, and that he will 












of the situation seems to be exactly 
dor said to mo a fe 







































ng serious to be 





appre of alfairs i Unless the Turks 
put thi urt by doing something very foolish, Lam sure that they will 
have Austria's support in any question that may arise in’ the near future in the 
Balkans, 









1 


‘The coincidence of views js so remarkable that it is ot impossible that the ideas 

which Mahmoud Shevket Pasha propounded to me may have been due to Austrian 

inspiration. 

Thave, &e. 
G, 








Bp. TYRRELL, Military Attaché, 








[3894] No. 222; 
Goschen to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 2)) 
(No. 35.) 
Sir, Berlin, January 24, 1912, 


THE “YVossische Zeitung” reports your reply to the question asked at. tl 
‘conclusion of your speech at North Sunderland on the 20th instant, as to what ste) 
had been taken to prevent Russia annexing Persia, as follows : ‘Grey replied that the 
Persian, question could only be dealt with in a long apeech ; he would point out (1) that 
Persia is not being annexed, and (2) that if people consider it England's responsibility 
and duty to guararites the independence of the whole territory of countries like Persia, 
greater burdens than she could bear would be imposed upon England, and her 


























‘expenditure would be far greater thin at present.” 
The Venice eitang” ays that. hts would nt be tho alight chcton to 
‘your view of the situation if England had not already actually. undertaken the above- 











mentioned obligation. Tt draws attention to the first paragraph of the Anglo 
1st August, 1907, which runs: “The Governments of Great Britain 
hemselves anutually to safeguard tho integrity and the independence 
gland,” says the * Vossische Zeitung,” “has therefore, on the strength 
of a treaty, the right and the duty to interpose whenever the other patty to the treaty 
‘oversteps the treaty stipulations.” ‘The paper maintains that your assertion that Russia 
is not going to aunex Persin js only a verbal quibble, It says that there will certainly 
be no formal annexation of Northern Persia, but that Russia has actually altady 
‘occupied the northern territories of Persia and holds them in her power ; and concludes 
by remarking that in your recent speech you Jpurporely, ignored tho actual tate of 
affairs in order to avoid the responsibility which England had assumed by treaty, 
Thave, &e. 
W. B, GOSCHEN, 



































[3963] N 

Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edveard Grey.— (Received January 29, 
(No. 77.) e J uy 
(elegeaphic.) Teliran, January 29, 1912, 


YOUR telegram No. 63 of 27th January, 
Only two Americans are willing to remain, ‘These are two of the officors of the 
Treasury gendarmerie, who, now that the latter has heen merged in the national 








gendarmerie, have placed themselves under the orders of the Swedish officers. ‘The 
other Americans are only waiting until they can come to an arrangement with the 
Persian Government as regards money they consider due to them, 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 









[4137] No, 224. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Rdward Grey. —(l 





veined January 29.) 





(No. 26 
(Telegrapbie.) St, Petersburgh, January 29, 1912. 

FOUR telegram No. 59 of 27th January, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs tells me that he is authorised to muke an official 
communication to the Persian Government respecting the ex-Shab on condition that 
the feds are cise and that the Persian Cosmek rigid strengthened xo that 
it may be employed at any point where its services are required in Northern Persia, 
and thus render it possible fer Russia eventually to withdraw troops from Tabrecz, 

He was somewhat taken aback by your proposal that the two Governments should. 
each advance 200,002 pending discussions as to loan, but eventually said that he 

(536) a0 
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recognised the necessity of supplying the Persian Government at once with money to 
meet pressing requirements, and that he would endeavour to induce the Minister of 
Finance to consent to such an advance on the understanding that it would be a first 
charge on the uew loan. As regards that loan he is telographing to the Russian 
Ambassador to point out to) you the neswsity of having a stronger ensortium than 
Scligman’s. He says that the French bank is quite ready to give Seligman a share, 
and that we might explain to him the reason why we consider the proposed new 
arrangement. preferable, and promise to use our influence to secure for him a sufficient 
Interest in the loan to prevent hin being Tae. 

1 impressed on him the necessity of our losing no further time in maki 
conmiuniction to the Persian Government, and urged that something should be dons 
with regard to withdrawal of troops from Kazvin before Parliament meets, 

His Excellency promised to see Minister of Finance at once, and said that the 
‘question of the withdrawal of the Kazvin troops to Resht was almost settled in principle, 
init that he would not naate the exact dato for fear of buing unable, to keep fis word, 
On my further pressing him, he said that he hoped that they might be withdrawn next 
week, Ho could promise nothing as to withdrawal of troops at Tabreez and Urmia 
district on account of Turkish eneroachments. 

Tam sending him aide-mémoire as instracted. 
































[4138] No, 225, 
Ae Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Eidward Grey—(Received January 20.) 
ae phic.) St, Petersburgh, January 29, 1912. 


SIG, LOWI'HER'S telegram No, 10 of 26th January : “Durco-Persian frontier, 
Instructions are being sont to the Russian Ambassador at Constantinople, 
Ministor for Foreign Afairs hopes that you will continue to support him in 

bringing prossure to bear at Constantinople with regard. to this question, which is 

bocominig: very on account of the dispatch of fresh Turkish troops. He tells 
tho Porsian Government havo informed him that the Persian delegates on the 
inission have been appointed, and that they have asked for his assistance to 
lastn the appointment of Turkish delegates. He thinks tht we should pres this on 
the Porte. 






















(4139) No, 











Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 29.) 
{Tsvgrnia) 
leuraphic. St. Petersburgh, January 29, 1912. 
YOUR te pay At Tabrves 





sgram No, 66 of 27th January : Bast of deputy govern 
ter for Foreign Affire ngrees to ive buat eafeoonduct to Tehran, and nob 
ind further punishments than those indicated in my telegram No. 18 
of 20th January, 











(3699) 





Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 

nw 
'elographic,) Foreign Office, January 29, 1 

SLI G, BARCLAY'S telegram No, 71 of 26th aes enee tt feats 

Tho request of Persian Government raises rathor an awkward point, owing to the 
actual frontier at Molitmnmerah being less advantageous to Turkey than that which the 
mediating commissioners laid down in 1850; at the same time, as Turkey 
presumably still retains copies of the procts-cerbauz, there can he’ no sufficient 
objection to furnishing co of procés-verbaux to Persia. But the reopening 
of this question, andthe frequent requests which will probably be mate for 
papers only in possetsion of Russia and ourselves, but likely from ther cates 
to exercise a decisive influenco on the issue of the negotiations, make it nese, 
siry to consider whether we should not, on the meeting of tho comm 
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at Constantinople, entrust British and Russian delegates there with the whole 
correspondence, and leave it to their discretion as to what papers should he 
‘communicated to the Persian and Turkish delegates 

Please consult Minister for Foreign Affairs 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 07, and Constantinople, No. 27.) 














[4207] No. 228, 
Anglo-Peraian Oil Company to Foreign Office. —(Reecived January 80.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
Sir, London, January 29, 1912. 
REFERRING to the correspondence which took place some time ago on the subject 
of the rebellious Chief Kerim Khan Kalhur of Kast-iShirin, who was causing us a good 
deal of trouble, and the subset appointment of our representative, Mr. EB. Sonne, 
as consular agent at that place, I beg to enclose extracts from some recent letters from 
Mr, Soane and from our agents at Moliammerah, which will doubtless be of interest to 
Jou, and which chow that the pesition in that part of Persia is now much more 
iatisfactory, A vee a 
One of the extracts from our agents you will notice reports that the chief Mujtabids 
Persia bavo sont wires fo the ‘Mullan all over Porsia vo proach a holy war against 
Russians and English, and that the Sheikh of Mobammerah, who, among others, 
received oue of these telegrams, after some consideration passed the order on (presumably 
to the Mullahs of Arabistan), but deleting the word ** English.” 
Thave, &e, 
©. GREENWAY, 
Managing Director, 








Enclosure in No, 228, 


Extract from Letters received by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


(1) 
i-Shirin, dated 21st November, 1911. 


“[ HAVE to advise you that severe fighting has been and is occurring in the 
diate vicinity the outoome of old feuds between surrounding tribes and 
i to to-day Kasri-Shirin had been in considerable danger of 
“xing the soene of fighting, but representations inado by ms to 
Daud Khan Kalhur and Hussein Khan Guran have averted these eventualities, the 
success of which actions has been « gain to the company’s name, and prove the influence 
of the vice-consulate here, During this time the wells have been the safest place in 
the countryside, but a third vietory over the Bajlan to-day has rendered the position 
there insecure, "Tam going there to-morrow morning, and shall stay till the situation, 
generally, takes some definite form. ane ‘ 

“'Rerim Khan has been evicted, for the time being, from the governorship. of 
Kasr-iShirin (but not. of the Bajlan county and Chin Sourkh), and, as a result, the 
Jocal refiners of oil—being no longer afiaid of his exactions—are inclined to come 
forward with offers to buy crude, which it may be possible to aocept later on. 

"So far there are no sigus of the Persian Government's influence, and from what. 
can be gathered from the occasional travellers it has not reached beyond Hamadan, 
‘Tho Government adherents and officisls of Kermanshah passed here yesterday, having 
been evieted by Salared-Dowk 





From Mr. Soane, Ki 
























ing, or of 

















's representative the 









@ 


hirin, dated 6th December, 1911, 





From Mr, Soanc, Kasr- 


“Kerim Khan Bajlan has been definitely deprived of the governorship. of 
Kasr-iShirin and has withdrawn all opposition to the company, being now 
Situation which may foree him to look to it for assistance.” 





































Prom Mr. Soane; Kasr-i- 





‘The situation here has been solved well indeed, Every tribe of note has just 
concluded great alliance, and the Medjliss” governorships have beet re-installed, 
ie, Hussoin Khan, chief of Guran and Kusr (an extremely nice man and personal 
friend), and other hitherto ignored appointments. Kerim Khan alone ix left out, and 
has received notice to efface himself nd hand over to his brother, Ali Agha, a somewhat 
bovine man but not bad-natured, who called here to-day to pay his respects as Chief 


of the Bajlan. ‘The company can get ou better with him than with Kerim Khan, 
T think,” 








(4) 
From Anglo-Persian Oil Company's Agents at Mohammerah, dated th January, 1912. 


“'This* is vory satistnctory, as of late things have been far from pro serious 
inter-tribal affairs, It appears that the institution of the vice-consiate is pre ng very 
Popular with the people, and Russian prestige in that particular part. bes received 
tlocited blow. |The attitude of the people towards the English and the. company i 
now quite con is committeo of "yassrayan” oF " bigeten he oan 
visita Soane regularly, and although he does not mix himself in their affairs ft ie 
‘apparent that he has w distinot standing there, 

ale chief Mujtahids have sent wiees ull over to the Mullabs (as, no doubt, you 
Vill have heard) instructing them to preach a holy war against the Rusane Lod 
English, ‘The sheikh kept the telegrant by his received second enquirin 
why nothing was being done, He has now sent it out alter delet igish’ 
iAuperently itn imponsible for anybody to say how: things will go—everything ie quick 
here as usual,” 


































(4279) 





Sir GO. Lowther ta Sir 
13.) Re 


loyraphic.) 
i RCO-PERSIAN Fronti 


~+(Received January 30.) 








Constantinople, January 30, 1912. 





on, 
ms me that hy 













xpects the other members of the 
ission should meet in a month 





(3864) 






Sir, 









Tndia that Sir 

% Lam to ask that 

her they have any objection to 

circumstances of the case. 
Tam, &e, 

LOUIS MALLET, 


G, Barclay 
‘enquiry may 
‘compliance w 











graph us to 
request in the ch 


eh 






h Sir G. Barelay's 














© Refors to preceding extract, 1 Noun 




































(4267) No. 229%. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 30.) 
No. 78. 
Hlographin) Tehran, January 30, 1912, 
TREASURY-GENERAL. 





Please sew my telegram No, 77 of yesterday, 
1 have just reovived a private message from the Minister for Forvign Affairs to 
the elfoct that « considerate advance will tave\ teen naa ae ran Mornard’s 
appointment definitive if the latter's application for the engagement, of Belgians is 
ceeded to, 

The grounds for the objection of the Persian Government to Mornard aro, 
according to the emissary of the Minister for Foreign Affhirs, the following : 

1, Th regarded as a Russian tool would produce a 
bad impress 

2. Doubt as to. Mornard’s capaci 


3. The work of the customs administration already gives Mornard a) auch as he 
cau manage. 














jpointment of a man who is 
















I feel that I can hardly refuse to join my Russian colleague in supporting 
Mornard's application for the engagement of Belgians to replace the Amerieans tho wee 
anxious to vacate their posts as soon us possible unless the Persian Government 
formulate their objections to Mornard more officially, or formally propose to the two 
Tegations a better candidate for the definitive appointment. 

T therefore held out no hope to the emissary of the Minister for Forvign Affairs 
that I would report to you this purely private communication, 
doing fa, Sune, time, ‘my own opinion is that it will be difficult to prevent: the 
defini 


appointment, of Mornard, or at any rate of « Belgian, if these new Belgian 
assistants are appointed, 























(1538) ore 
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[4317] No, 231. 


Sir G. Louther to Sir Bdwward Grey —(Received January 31.) 
(No. 78) 
£ 


in, Constantinople, January 26, 1919, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith eopy of a despatch from Lis Majesty’s 
Peeonsul at Van relative to the strength of the ‘Turkish forces on the TurcoBeore 
frontier, 

In Captain Molyneux-Seel's telegram No. 12, to which he rofers, he stated that the 
frontier guards held the following points: Yezdikhan, Vardane, Nazitova, Galungi, 
Tesisu, and the posts along the line from Razi to Yezdikhan, south of the Seral nat 

This report contains information which may also be of interest to the War Ofice 

T have, &. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 
_——— Se 


Enclosure in No. 231, 


Vice-Consul Molyneux-Seel to Sir G, Lowther. 

(No. 2.) 

Sir, Van, January 7, 1912, 
WITH reference to the calling out of the Thtiat to raise ‘the eflective of the 

battalions on the Persian frontier, I am informed that the battalions at Chari, Mawana, 

and Ushnu, are to be raised to 500 each, and the others to 400 each, The weakness of 

these battalions on the frontier was due to the fact of their having been depleted to 


Armenians, who, by misstating their ages, 
Thtiat instead of in the Redif, ho) ing thereby, as the Ihtiat are so rarely called up, to 
evade military service entirely. Many of thoes noe required to serve are in hiding’ in 
the monasteries, in remote yi llages, &e. A batch of forty Armenians, who were being 
marched to the barracks by two gendarmes to perform their military service, 
tho market place of one of the Armenian quarters of the town, suddenly took to flight 
and disappeared. 

‘Tho strength of the frontier companies, according to my information, bus now 
increased to 160 men each, thus leaving a deficit of forty. 

Tn my telegram No, 12 T informed your Excellency of some of the places oceupied 
by troops of the frontier companies, 

‘The head-quarters of the frontier companies attached to the 11th Army Corps are 
as follows : No. 14, Bayezid; No. 15, between Bayezid and Serai (I am mantle to locate 
it exactly) ; No 16, Serai; No. 17, Silav; No, 18, Kuni; No. 19, Mawana ; and No. 20, 
Keuke (near Ushnu), 

Thave, &e, 
J, MOLYNEUX-SEEL, Captain. 


a 


[4312] No. 232, 


Sin A. Johnstone to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Reecived January 31,) 
(No, 20, Confidential.) 


Sir, The Haque, January 30, 1912, 
WITH reference to m: despatch No. 16, Confidential, of the 26th instant, 

Fexpecting M. Oudendijk, I have the honour to’ report that Count Limburg Stirum 

telephoned this morning to ask me to come and see lin at the Foreign Office, 

His Excellency informed me that he had heard from London that a group of British, 
French, aud German financiers had approached M. Oudendijk with a view to his 
eventual appointment. as controller of the Persian finances, 

Count Limburg Stirum said he understood that no special 





knowledge of finance 


cial were honesty 
interpreted the few words he said to me last 


re wanted to make it quite clear that if the 
2U 


was needed for the post, but that the mai Tequirements for such an offi 

and ability. He feared [ might have misi 

week about M. Oudendijk, and he therefor 
[15386] 





















Netherlands 
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Government had been approached by His Majesty's Government with » 


Tequest to select for them a Dutch expert in finance, they would never have selected 


M, Ondendij 
Russian Gove 


with M, Oudendijk, and knew what work he would be called uj 


to have an al 
the post as 


Tsaid 1 had re 
about M. Oudendij 


was likely to 


ik. But, on the other hand, if they were approached by the British or 
ernments and were told that a group of financiers who were acquainted 
to do, were anxious 


jend M, Oudendijk for 








ble and honest offi 
essing these quali 
ved no official communication from His Majesty's Government 

’s appointment, though I knew through other sources that there 
bea question of it. T would at once report to you the conversation T had 


they could specially recom 






just had with hin on the subject. 


Thave, &e. 
ALAN JOHNSTONE, 





(4472) 





No, 232, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 31.) 







(No. 2 
fi 


Government 
ie 

of pounds, 
inadequate, 





Meanwhile he 
in concert with § 


Government 


portion of my aide 


tor at Tehran, ns the Intter has spoken of an adi 


{St. Petersburgh, January 31, 1912. 





, 26 of 20th January. 
stor for Foreign Affairs is to have a consultation with the President 
il February-on the subject of the proposed advance to the Persian 
by tho two Governments, but says that he is telegraphing to the Russian 
ance of 200,000 tomans instead 
ake, as such an advance would be quite 




















T told him that this must be a m 
















ing to instruct the I 





inister to draw up at once, 
Harclay, text of communication to be made to the Persian 
respecting the exShab. “This communication would be founded on that 

nénoire which embodied the paragraph of Sir G. Barelay’s telegram 








No, 20 of 10th January beginning with the words “result of recent pourparlers,” 


down to 


to act in eo 
gruph, but 


of exShah” and “they would not recosnise him 
‘ : 


in view cou 
Government, 





and that Hix Majesty's Coy 


and that he 


same time be informed that the two Governments are 
fording them al ass 
Ho is, lie says, about to address ine a 


sneans of 







of the I 
Goyermme 
and ¢0-0 

alio' 
rehitive to 





effect that the mi 
to alloy time for the creation of a Senate, which should 


the Med 





principles of Anglo-Russian convention.’ 


as the toxt is 


ntioned paragraph of Sir G. I 





He says that he is quite ready 
in. the above-mentioned para- 
s “preclude. recognition 
The object which you have 
ly well attained by slightly altering the phraseology. As 
od on communication could be made to the Porsian 
1 while ex-Shah could be informed privately that his cause is hopeless 
‘ninent have declared that they will never recognise him, 

should therefore leavo tho country. ‘The Persian Government might at the 
consulting together as to the best 





ple Jaid down 
words used, 





nnformity with the prin 
objects’ to cortain of th 





ald 

























fe, which is only awaiting the approval 
ulin of the policy of the Russian 
attach to their fature support of 

tion to the conditions cited in the 
I telegram No. 29 he mentions the one 
sack brigado reported in my telegram No. 26, and another to the 
ting of the Medjliss should be postponed as long as possible ¢o ae 
ssemble at the same time as 





giving n genes 
of the conditions wh 
Persian Govern 











with 1 





ho 














[4473] 






1. 80.) 

Telographic 
fount 
Russi 

n bef 

special E 













No. 234, 





Sir @. Buchanan to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received January 31,) 


») St. Petersburgh, January 31, 1912. 
telegram 2 


» Mit 








ter for 








must look up proces-rerbaux in 
however, much in favour of entrunting 
h the correspondence, as he thinks that 
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the appointment of such delegates would be badly received at Constantinople, and 
retard rather than help work of Turco-Persian Commission. He suggested leaving 
it to the discretion of the two embassies as to what papers should be communicated to 
the Turkish and Persian delegates, 






















[4474 No. 235, 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 31.) 





No. 31.), 
ges hic.) St. Petersburgh, January 31, 1912, 





MITTED to mention in my telegram No. 29 of Sist January, that the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs suggested that the two Ministers should adviso the Persian 
Government to enter at once into negotiations with ex-Shah on the subject of his 
























pension. 
[4157] No. 236. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barelay. 
(No. 68.) 
(Velegraphie,) Foreign Office, January 31, 1912, 
‘FOUR telegram No. 78 of 8th January: Minister joint proposals, 





1f 100,002, from each Government would be. sulfcient it would bo preferablo for 
each Government to limit their advances to that amount. 

Please reply at once. 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No, 63.) 














[4137] No, 237, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 














(No. 64.) 
(Telegraphic,) Horeign Office, January 31, 1912, 

MY (elegram No, 68 of 1st January to Tehran, 

Ttrast the Russian Government will be able to agreo without further delay. to 
instructing their representative at Tehran to proceed with Sir G, Barclay in laying 





Defore Persia 





Government the proposals put forward in the identic suggestions, 











[4549] No, 238. 


Sir 






G. Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received February 1.) 





(No. 80.) 
(Peloraphic.) Tehran, February 1, 1912, 

YOUR telegram No, 68 of Sist January. 

Acting treasurer-general thinks that 200,000. should enable the Porsian 
Government to carry on for two months, Whether a larger advance i required must 
depend on when a Joan is likely to be forthcoming. 

Could not each Government advance 100,001, at once, leaving the question of a 
further advance open for the present? 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 













































No. 239. 
i. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoived February 1.) 


(4562) 





Sir 






(No. 81) 
(Telegraphie.) I, Tehran, Pebruary 1, 1912. 
nS Majesty's vioe-consl at Resht reports that the chet of police and four other 





Persons were hanged yesterday. 
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[4563] No, 240. 

no, 9n) Si" 0 arelay to Sir Biteard Grey— (Received February 1.) 

No, 82.) 

ira) R Tehran, February 1, 1912, 


HY telegram No. $0 of 10th January. 


raititish vieo-consul at Resht reports the arrival at Resht yesterday of 400 Russian 
funtry, 


T understand that these are to replace time-expired men, 
(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to Tdia,) 





(4638) No, 241. 
(yo gay, 5" 0 Biehaman to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 1.) 


(Telegraphic) R, St. Petersburgh, February 1, 1912, 
YOUR telograin No. Of of Slot Innuary : Proposed oeciues ier! ds Persian 
Government. 
Minister for orsign Affairs will not be ablo to see me till 3rd February; but T 
am ‘sriting to express the hope that the Russian Minister at Tehran will already have 


Nei structions to act with Sir G, Barelay in the manner reported in my telegeaee 
No. 20 of lst January. 











[4139] 


ward Grey to Sir G, Barelay. 

(No. 72.) 

(okra phi) Rorei 
IG, BUCHANAN'S telegram No, 2 

fovernor at 'Tabroes, 

You may urge basti to leave, 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No, 69.) 





n Office, February 1, 1912, 
8 of 29th January: Bast of deputy 








(4267) 





No. 243, 






Sir Baward Gre 





to Sir G, Barclay, 


Foreign Office, February 1, 1912. 





C840 
tule adopt 
with regard to the i 
x gn Affairs that 





teported in your telegram No. 78 of the 
you have rec i 












a more off 
Mornard. You 





d's place in a 
jan Legation 
is a subject of a 
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(4691) No. 244. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 2.) 
(No. 83 ) 


(Telegraphie.) Tehran, February 2, 1912. 
FOLLOWING from Smart, No. 22: Situation in Southern Per 


‘From Government of India telegrams of 11th and 23rd January just reccived, it 
appears that schemes involving the gravest issues for British interests in Shiraz consular 
aistrict have been propounded from Bushire, und, after diseussion, decided on, Theso 
telegrams contain what appear to me misconceptions of the genoral situation and 
details of Fars affairs, 

“No previous information whatever regarding these proposals, or the data on 
which they aro based, has reached this consulate, in spite of the fact that Shiraz alono 
is in a position, both politically and geographically, to command a general view of tribal 
questions and Fars politics, 4 i 

;_Jn order to avoid divergence of views and information regarding tribal questions 
and Fars politics, I would suggest that the entire management of the situation should 
be entrusted to Bushire, 

“Under these circumstances T venture to hope that your Exealleney will be good 
crough to call the attention of the Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affais to the fucts 
of the matter, iv order that I may be discharged from any degree of responsibility for 
further mishaps in far-reaching schemes adopted in my consular district regarding, 
which Iam not consulted 














Thave replied as follows 


‘ Tagree that the management of tho scheme should be laf, as far as possible, to 
Busbire, but [am sure that 1 ean eount upon your loyal co-operation with consulate- 
general whenever your assistance is requir 


——— ee ee Ee 
(4724) No, 245, 








(Telegraphic) Tehran, Pebruary 2 1912, 

H colonel has communicated to the two legations his gondarmerio 
scheme, which he estimates, exclusive of purchase of arms and ammunition, will cost 
700,000 tomans during twenty-one months, at end of which poriod forco aa now 
contemplated will be completely organised. 

‘The scheme contemplates force of 1,460 men for Bushire and Tspahan road at a 
cost for twenty-one months of 254,000 tomans, 

Force now contemplated will be stationed along the road 
bo able to organise in addition mobile column whose oper 
to the roads, 

(Addressed to Foreign Office ; sent to India.) 








Colonel hopes later to 
ions will not bo confined 











(4764) No. 246. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Haward Grey.— (Received February 2.) 


(No. 85.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, February 2, 1912. 
YOUR telegram No, 72 of Ist February : Bast of deputy governor at Tabreot, 
After I had instructed His Majesty's representative at Tabreez to urge basti to 
Jeave, I learnt that Russian Minister is instructed to demand, in addition to punishmone 
indicated in Sir G. Buchanan's telegram No. 18 of 20th January, deportation to a 
far comer of Persia. 
Thave therefore told British consul to hold his hand, 
1 think that we must continue to keep basti at the consulate unless the Russian 
Governinent waive this new demand. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 















[1535] 






















Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


Foreign Office, February 2, 1912. 
R telegram No. 29 of 31st January, 
It is of great importance that, in view of the sit 
ments should, without farther delay, authori 
following proposals to the Persian Government : 


tion in Persia, the two Govern- 
their representatives to make the 








1, They will advance, to meet immediate re 
proceeds to be spent under supervi 
to be devoted to gendarmerie in the 
tives consider that we should each advance 200,0000., 
'o inform Persian Government that 
Persian territory, and that neither he nor 
‘oulragoment or support from either Russian Gi 
of the commune 
‘a8 suggested by M. Sazonof. 
to bo as already. arranged, vi 
Russian Government. 
3, To propose to the Persian Government that 
and that when the ex-Shab has left Persia the Pe 


a sum of 200,000 
ion of treasurer-general, and 0} 
If the two representa- 
we should make no objection. 
the ex-Shah will be requested to leave 
of his adherents will receive any 
lovernment or ourselves. 
presentatives to draw up 
ion on which it is granted 
Persia without consent of 





conjointly. The 
share of 100,000. 








cation on this point can be left to the two 
Amount of pension and condi 
iz., promise not to re-enter 


a general amnesty be proclaimed, 
sian Government should dismniss 





4. The two represent: 
would be ready to diseu 
5, Tho Persian Goy 
two roprosentatives, to 


nform the Persian Govern 
ne for a small army, 

went should bo requested, in a form to be decided by the 
‘gage to conform to the principles of the Anglo-Russian 












I should bo glad if you would 
to instructions being sent to the Rt 
‘uch ag loan, Senate, Cossack brig 
otherwise so’ much. tim 


d obtain the consent of the Russian Government 

that all other questions, 
‘deferred for later consideration, 
support or help is given to Persian 


ian Minister, explaining 
, &e., should be 
will elapse ‘bofore ax 
nt that situation will go from bi 
(Repeated to Tehran, No. 75,) 


















Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Recoived February 3.) 


Vehran, February 3, 1912. 

MY dospatch No. 10 [not yot roc 

According to Russian Minister's latest information from his consul at A 
rabad number about 3,00, includ 


‘They are contemplating 





ex Shah's forces in the neighbourhood 

contingent of Caucasians, and are confide 
fn attack on Sharud, 

Ministor for Foreign Affairs has a 

at Gombed Kabus 

(Addressed to Foreign Office 


igain complained to me that the Russian ‘Turko- 
is encournging recruiting for ex-Shah, 
e; sent to India and St, Petersburgh.) 












Sin G. Barclay to Sir Eduard Grey.— (Received February 3.) 





bruary 3, 1912, 
Ex-Shah movement, 
ussian colleague is encou 
likely to cause disorder 

near Sharud, and the province 


wdiately preceding tele 
ah consul-yeneral at M 





reports that his Ri 


our of the ex-Shab, which are 
mans and Kurds are rai 













MW 


esterday Persian Government complained to my Russian colleague and to me of 

SPeragement given to the agitation at Meshed in favour of tho ex-Shah by Vasu? 

Prien ge cznti, who isin Last at the Russian consulate-general, and by a certain Akbar 

Holand: Persian employé of the consulate-general, Russian Minister instructed 

Russian consul general last night to do his utmost to still the agitation, but it would to 

ell if he could receive sharp instructions from St, Petersburgh, 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 

















[4907] No. 
Sir O. Barclay to Sir Edward Groy.—(Reccived February 3) 





(No. 88) 


(Telegraphic Teliran, February 3, 1912, 

OUR telegram No, 78 to St. Petersburgh of 2nd February: Pripowd ecm: 
munication to Persian Government, 

T duestion whether it would be wise to insist on 100,000, for the gendarmorio in 
the south, | Please sve my telegram No. 84 of 2nd Februnty. Momnagl thinke they 
lamang pacnitns should be assigned for arms for the wholo gendarmerie and 260,000 
tomans for the upkeep of the whole gendarmerie for six monthe 

Cannot the allocation of the advancs be lef to the discretion of the Russian 
Minister and me in consultation with Mornard ? 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 








(3164) No. 251. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay, 


Foreign Ofice, February 3, 1912, 








Ellinger has been told verbally that if Muin chooses to ‘approach logation he will be. 


Feceived, and if he dows #0 you nay discuss the question with "Min aig give him such 
help as you are able. 


We cannot, of course, assist Muin to got Strick’s eontract cancelled: 








[4473] No, 252, 

Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 
(No. 79.) are E4 
(Tel Rn 





raphe) ‘ Toreign Office, Mebruary 3, 1912, 
URCO-PERSIAN frontier commission at: Constantinople, 

It is been decided to-attach Mr. Shipley to His Majesty's Emibussy at Constantic 

ible during the sittings of commission, 80 a8 to advise His Majestyes Ambassador, 

TG will act in concert with his Russian colleague, in regurd te communicating to 

inkish or Persian delegates any papers which they may reauest boas pe 

In view of the possibility of the question afterw: i 

Hague Tribunal, great discrimination must be exercised in the matter, and, beforo 

Eiveseding to Constantinople, Mr. Shipley should arrange to. spond’ fortnight in 
vidon, 80 a8 to bo taken through’ the earlier eorespondeens cht is. very 


im at Tabroon? 














Ifso, he should start at onco. 
The Shipley-Minorski map is being sent to you by 


fopies to the Persian Government when your Russian coll 
but, 1 





st, and you can communicate 


Q league is similarly authorised ¢ 
n Togard to the other requests of Persian Government, {oy 


n papers, you should 
whey pant the British and Russian Ambassadors at Constantinople wall iocle 
what papers can be communicated to the Persian delegate, 

(Repeated to Constantinople, No. 39, and St, Petersburgh, No, 76.) 


SS eee 


























[4473] eo 


; Sir Haward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No 77, 
(Telegraphic) R, Foreign Office, February 3, 1912, 
ROT daa No. 80 of Stat January: Turco Persian hovtig wo! 

T concur in last sentence, and you should communicate substance of my telegram 
No. 79 of 3rd February to ‘Tehran [about Mr. Shipley’s appointinent] to Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, explaining that Mr. Shipley will bo apromted, asa qe ec 
embassy stall, and not as having any oficial position as a British delegate, We 
consider it essential to place at the disposal of His Majesty's Ambassador someone 
intimately acquainted with all the dotails of this question, 

(Repeated to Tehran, No, 81, and Constantinople, No. 41.) 





[4137] No. 254, 
Foreign Offce to Tndia Opie 


Foreign Office, February 3, 1912, 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Groy to refer to provions eormapondeace, 

with your letter of the 29th June, 1910, relative to the proposed advanee te the 
Torsion Government by His Majesty's and the Russian Govornments of meta ct 
A OOF. and particularly to the last paragraph of your lottor of the 20th July, 1907, 
stating that there vould he no difficulty, should. gecasion ates, in poow ing ata very. 
fow dass! notico any sums which it may be decided to advanee on this seenant ty 
pursuinco of the agreement with the Russian 

‘The Marquess of Crowe is phic correspondence with His 
Majesty's Ambaiwador at St. Petersburgh and Minister at ‘Tehran, that the. prosent 
zinncial situation ‘of the Persian Government and the state of affairs in the counter 

¥, have once morv brought this question prominently forward, aud thet te, 
lity of an immediate advance to Porsia is under the consideration of both 
nmcits. 

1 au to transmit to you herewith copy of a telogram® which Sir E. Grey has 
auddrossed to Sir G Bucharian on this subject, and to inform you that, as soon ce the 
‘usont of tho Russian Government is received to the suggesiious therein comune), 
4 further letter will tw addressed to you asking that half of the British sharcay ik 
‘udvanee, which may auount to 200,000. in all, oF to 100,000 only, may be accepted no 
44 charge on Indian revenues in a ice with the arrangement already arrived at, 

Tam, & 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(4137) No. 255. 


orcign Office to Treasury, 
(onfidential.) 
Forcign Office, February 3, 1912, 

Ad dliveotel Us. Secretary Sir Edward Grey’ to refer you to. ‘previous 

spondence, ending swith the letter from this Ofice of the 18th Jtine, 19t0e relative 
proposed advauce to the Persian Government by His Majesty's and the Russisy 
iments of a sum of 400,000, 

Lords Comnissi His Majesty's Treasury are aware that, though agreed 
to in principle by His Majesty Fnment, this advance has not yet been made, and 
that the question has remained in suspense since the date referred to 

Tan to state that tho presout financial situation of the Persian Government and 
therstate of affairs in the country generally have now once more brousht: the questi 
protinently and that the advisability of au immediate nt advance to Persia 
‘ws under the consideration of His Majesty's and the Russian Governmonte 


# No.7, 
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Tam accordingly to infurm 
an progress bet 
toy i 
advance, 


LOUIS MALLET, 





[2531] No. 256, 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Eltinger and Co, 


Gentlemen, Foreign Ofice, Rebruary 3, 1912, 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowlalge the nese your 
letter of the 17th ultimo, mation as to how the decision of 
Muin-ut-Tujjar i 


affected 


possession of the 
up i Il enter into the 
undecided, 


LOUIS MALLET, 





[4937] No, 257. 
(No, 59) 5° 9 Barclay to Sir Batcard Grey.— (Received February 4.) 


(Welegraphic.) R. 
MY telegram No, 70 of 26th January, 
Following from British consul at Shiraz -— 


“ Kawam informs me that he has received a telegram from Mohammed Ali Khan 
ust the Intter has dispatehod the culprits of the recent incidents to 


Tehran, February 4, 1912, 





No. 258, 


Russian Minister 
make representations 
Russian troops: should 
Government hail not 





[4931] No, 259. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Haward Grey.—(Reeoived February 4.) 


(No. 35,) 


(Telegraphic) St. Petersburgh, February 4, 
F St. rghy February 4, 1912, 
woven gu telegram No. 73 of Bad February. Proposed cusmhunteerd a Persian 
Government, 
1 spoke to Minister for Forei 
imoire as his Es 
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sketched in my telegram No. 20 of let January advising them to open 
negotiations with the ex-Shah ; and he was causing « private message to be sent 
to the latter, He could not, however, consent to condition which you attached to his 
pension, Irominded him that he had already done so. His Excellency replied that, 
as Russian Government were not going to allow him to settle in Russia they could 
not assumo tho responsibility which the suggested arrangement would entail, nor would 
they again expose themselves to being accused of complicity in his return. 
Minister of Finance had, he said, refused to advance so large a sum as 200,000l., 
as he was not empowered by law to do so, and would be attacked by Duma if he did. 
Russian Bank had, moreover, incurred finanofal loss, and Minister of Finance was 
ve to running any further risk. 1 urged financial straits of Persian Government, 
His Excellency said he was most anxious to help Cabinet, and had already instructed 
Russian Ambassador at Paris to see if Banque de Paris could fix dato at which they 
would be prepared to make any advance in connection with the large loan, as, if they gave 
‘ussurance, Ministor of Finance would consider it a sufficient guarantee and advanes the 
money temporarily. His Excellency eventually promised to write at once to Minister 
of Finance and to try to induce him to consent to an advance of 100,000 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs was at first inclined to insist that all his 
conditions inust. be accepted by Persian Government before any advance could be 
made, but finally agreed not to make first advance conditional on their accoptance, 
He will, however, insist that an agreement must be come to with regard to thom before 
any second advance is made, or beforo arrangemonts for a large loan are carried 
through, 





[4932] No. 260. 


. Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 4.) 
0. 30,) 
'Veloxraphic.) St. Peteraburgh, February 4, 1912. 
SING, BARCLAYS telegram No. 85 of 2nd February: Basti of deputy-governor 
At Pabreex, 
Minister for Foroign Affairs said that he could not consent to basti being allowed 
to reside at Tehran, but that he would send fresh instructions to Russian Minister, as 
he seomed to have gone farther than his Excellency intended. 





(4933) No. 261. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Biteard Grey.—(Received February 4.) 
No 
(Ni raphic,) St. Petersburgh, February 4, 1912. 
SIR G. BARCLAY'S telegram No. 87 of 3rd Febru 
1 informed Ministor for Foreign Affairs yesterday of the facts complained of by 
the Porsian Government, and expressed. the hopo that the consul-general at Meshed 
would bo instructed to do all in his power to discourage agitation in favour of ex-Shal, 
At his Excelleney’s request Lam sending him a memorandum giving names of the 
persons implicated. 





No 


Sir G. Laucther to Sir Edteard Grey.— (Received February 6.) 


t, Fhave the 

fairs the onnexed 

‘self’ on the subject of 
‘urkish authorities from the 


e documents, 
He said it was a fuct that many of the villagers had 
Tiesented themaelves to tho authorities expressing a desire to become Turkish subjects, 
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and that the reply that bad been given them was to the effect that thay might come 
over to Turkey and assume Turkish nationality, but that in this ease they would bo 
expected to remain such. ‘The Turkish Government did not rely on certifieates of this 
nature to substantiate their claim to the disputed districts, but on documents and maps 
the authenticity of which either the mixed commission, or more probably ‘The Hague 
‘Tribunal, would no doubt establish. 

Tt was probable that the latter would decide that certain districts now oooupied by 
Russian troops woald be declared to. belong to Turkey, and he would like to have ai 
assurance that in this event they would be evacuated by Russian trooys. _M. ‘Tcharykot 
had stated verbally to him that this would be the case, but he would wish to seo this 
‘assurance committed to paper, and he was about to instruct the Ottoman Ambnssador 
in St. Petersburgh to obtain such an assurance from the Russian Government, 

T have, &, 
GERARD LOWTHER, 
——— es 


Enclosure in No.-262. 
Communication read to Turkish Minister for Foreign Affaire, 


TL, résulte des rapports que lo Ministdre des Affaires Wtrangdres de Sa Maj 
Tritannique a regus de Me. Shipley & sou retour de voyage quill a fait P66 dernier 2 
Gurmiah et dans les districts avoisinants que les mutorités locales. établien par le 
Gouvernement ottoman se livrent 3 une propagande parmi les habitants di pays pout 
les amener 2 signer des documents (mazbatas") exprimant leur dévouomeat Wl 
Sublime Porte et reconnaissant la souveraineté du Gouvernement ottoman, 
11 paralt en mémo temps que ladite propagande s'appuie wur ln mnenuee dabtaques 
far dos tribus avoisinantes ot a pour but d'tablr au moyen des documenta en question 
les preuves en faveur des prétentions territori 
contestés, 
Or; il va de soi que de tels documents ne sauraient avoir de valeur probante, ot clest 
ue 'éearter une source nouvelle de malentondus et de difficultds lors du roglement 
if de Ta question de la frontibre tureo;persane, & laquelle, question le Gouverne: 
ent de Sa Majesté britannique et le Gouvernement Impérial de Russio ont nats 
ilepuis tant dannées des soins amicaux, que le Gouvernement de 8a Majosts 
brttannique eroit devoir & présent sigualer A Yattention du Gouvernement ottoman lon 
efforts déploy és par ses agents locaux susmentionnés afin d'obtonir des “ mazbutas” 
auxquels on ne saurait en atieun eas roconnaitre de foree Iigale, 


iales “ottomanes dans les districts 





[4962] No, 263, 


(xo 05) Si” % Maother to Sir Bdward Groy.—(Reciced February 5.) 
No. 96. 
Sir, ; Pora, January 30, 1912, 

SPEAKING to-day with Assim Bey regarding Persian frontier quostions, hie 
Excellency observed that the Russian troops were now within six hours of Soubuulale 
and that these districts were oooupied hy Sunni Kurds who had many relatives if 
Auckish territory whe would undoubtedly take up arms on their bebalf should they bs 
fitacked. | His Excelleney said that news hind reached him that Samat Khun, the ell, 
Known reactionary leader, was about to procoed fiom Tabroez to Soujboulaky and he 

ared that the Russians might provoke an incident thore which would incite the 
Kurds in Turkey to cross the frouticr and indulge in reprisals which he would mech 
deplore, but which they would bo incapable of preventing: 

Ho hoped very much that, counting on your friendly disposition, you would be 
able to givea hint to the Russian Government as to the danger that might arisen thes 
Atirection, and) use your influence with a view to preventing tho ‘Russiane, fron 
cevupying Soujboulak, 
cadets Excellency added that he had yesterday had a visit. from the Senator Abdul 
‘Rader, vory infhential sheikh in these parts, and ho hid ward his Exedlleney that 
it would be very difficult: indeed to restrain the Kunls in the abovementioned 
eventuality, 

Thave, &o. 
GERARD LOWTHER, 
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(5226) No. 264. 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 5:) 
Ao, 90.) 
(oped hic ) Tehiran, February 5, 1912. 

YOUR telegram No. 73 of 2nd February to St. Petersburgh, 

Russian Minister has heen instructed to suggest to the Persian Government, in 
concert with me, that they should enter into negotiations with the exShah to make 
‘him leave Persia on condition that his pension is renewed and full amnesty granted to 
his adherents. Tf Persian Government [2] agree, these negotiations are to be conducted 
through the Russian consul at Asterabad, and Russian Minister will then instruct that 
consul to advise ex-Shah to accept the offer of Persian Government pointing out to him 
hopelessness of his case, stating that ho will never bo recognised by His. Majesty's 
Government, and that the two Powers will give their material and moral support to the 

ian Government. Tf these arguments fail, consul is to do his best to remove. the 

asians Who aro with the ex-Shah and to induce ‘Turkomans to aceept amnesty and 
make peace with Persian Government. 

T venture to hope that, in view of the urgency of the case, I may, if Russian 
Government in any way delay agreeing to the proposals in your telegram above 
mentioned, bo authorised to join my Russian colleague in the communication which he 
hhas beon instructed to make. 

No mention, however, is [2] mado in Russian Minister's instructions of any 
Promise from the ex-Shah not to enter Persia without Russia's consent. Compassionate 
Pension would bo mattor for negotiation between the Persian Government and the 
ox-Shah, 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 





(6219) No, 26 


) Sir @: Barclay to Sir Baiward Grey — (Received February 5) 
No. 91, 
(Rogespuie) Tehran, February 6, 1912. 

MY tolegram No, 43 of 15th January and Sir G, Buchanan's telogeam No. 21 

nary, 
if no that, as soon as the Russian Bank heard of the Imperial 
Bank of Persia's new mint contract, they wrote to the Persian Government asking to 
oe given a chance to compete, 
far Russian Minister has not, to my knowledge, moved in the matter with the 
Persian Government, but 1 know that he regards the contract, [7] secured on the eve 
of Shustor’s dismissal and without the consent of Medjliss, as'so much wasto paper, 
and I do not doubt that, unless he is instructed to the contrary, he will urge the 
Persian Government to declare it invalid, 

Bank's list mint contract was revised by the Medjliss. I can see nothing in the 
lov of Lath June (gee my despatch No. 95 Of 13th June, 1911) expressly empowering 
the treasurer-seneral to make contract of such importance without eousent of the 
Medjliss, which was still sitting when contract was signed, and I am in seme doubt 
How tir you would wish me to siipport Imperial Bank, should it apply to me. 

Uuiderstand that the Imperial Bank consider tlie contruet vital to the seeurity of 
its note issue, 


(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 





(6221) 


R, shran. February 5, 1912, 
HT colonel of gendarmerie desires to engage four more Swedish officers 
for gendarmerie, 
presime that there is no objection; Russian Minister sees none, but has referred 
tho matter to St, Petersburgh. 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 





TW 


No. 267. 


(xa 94) 517% Barelay 0 Bin Bateard Grey.— (Received February 5) 
0. 94. 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, February 6, 1912. 
AMY telegram No. 87 of 3rd February : Ex-Shah movement, 
Following from consul at Meshed, No. 7 of 5th Febranry :— 


“Situation now most serious, as a large mob, headed by agents of my Russian 
colleague and by Russian subjects, defies the police, I am advising Persian authorities 
to‘await action by Tehran. 


(Very Confidential 


) 

My Russian colleague has stated to karguzar that return of exShah has beon 
agreed to by both Powers, and that my denial of this fuct is due to instructions 
from India, 

~*Flease take any action as soon as possible, as the situation is increasingly serious 
and authorities in despair. Either there is double dealing or my Russian colleague is 
disobeying orders, 

“Above sent to Indi 

“ Your telegrams Nos. 6 and 6, 

‘iaets of the case as given by Persian Goversiment are correct, and I hope that 
both individuals may bo punished and deported.” 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 





5225) No, 268. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received February 6.) 
(No. 95.) 


(Pelegraphic) Tehran, February 6, 1912, 
'Y immediately preceding telegram of Sth Eebruay: Bx-Shah movement 
ut 


‘This sort of thing makes it more than ever urgent that the Russian Ministor and I 


should inake our communication to the Persian Government about the ex-Shab, 

AA announcement that wo have done #o should serve as a deterrent to euch 
mischievous activity on the part of Russian consuls, 

Thave telographed to the British eonulegeneral. to urge his Russian colleague to 
obey Russian Minister's instruct 


(eel to St. Petersburgh, and also my immediately preceding telegram 
repeated, 





(4907) No. 269, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 


Foreign Ofico, February 5, 1912, 
Proposed communication to Persian 


T agree to suggestion in last paragraph. 
(Repeated to St. Potersburgh, No, 81.) 





(6226) No. 270, 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 
(No. 90.) 


(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, Pebruary 5, 1912, 
Your telegram No. 90 of 5th February. u 


In view of urgent necessity of supporting Persian Government, and of puttin, 
an end to internal trouble caused by presence of ex-Shalt ia Pera ‘you are authorised 
to act with your Russian colleague as proposed. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No, 83.) 





[1536] 
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(4857) No. 271. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan. 


(No. 78.) . d 

(Ricerdphie) Foreign Office, February 5, 191 
SIR G. BARCLAY’S telegram No, 86 of 3rd February: Ex-Shah movement. 
You should bring complaint mentioned in last paragraph to notice of Russian 

Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
(Repeated to Tehran, No. 83.) 





[5225] No, 272, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan. 


No, 82, 
(sicgtphie) Foreign Office, February 5, 1912, 

YOUR tolegram No. 37 of 4th February and my telegram No, 78 of to-day: 
Ex-Shali’s movement, 

Your action approved. : 

Resides instances of encouragement cited by Sir G. Barclay in his telegrams 
Nos, 86 and 87 of 3rd Febmiary, Persian Minister states that ex-Shah has arrived at 
Asterabad with 250 Russian Cossacks. He also asserts that Russian Turkoman 
commissioner at Gumbad-i-Kabus bas sent 250 Turkomans to ex-Shah. ‘ 

Sir G. Barelay’s telogeams Nos, 94 and 05 of 6th February show that the Russian 
consul-general at, Meshedl must be deliberately disobeying orders of his Government, 
with the most gorions results, 

You should inform Russian Minister for Foreign 
evidence of encourngoment by Russian agents to. ex-Shal 
His Majesty's Government, who are compelled to ask thi 
furthor urgent instructions to thei 
indirect assistance to His Majesty 
action of Prince Dabija, 





(4138) 


Sir Bdveard Grey to Sir G. Lorether. 
(No, 45,) 
(elegraphie,) Foreign Office, February 5, 1912. 
SIR G. BUCHANAN'S telegram No. 27 of 20th January: Turco-Persian 
frontier, 
Your Excellency should join your Russian colleague in unging early appointment of 
h commissioners, whi ry desirable, as situation on frontier is Hecoming, very 


Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No, 80, and Tehran, No, 87.) 





No. 274. 
‘dweard Grey to Sir A. Johnstone, 


“orcign Office, February 5, 1912, 

THAVE received your despatches Nos, 16 and 20 of the 26th and 30th ultimos 
respectively, reporting conversations with the chief of the Cabinet of the Netherlands 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs relative to the possible appointment of the Netherlands 

infor at Tohran as treasurer-general of Persia in succession to Mr. Shuster. 

Thave to inform you, in reply, that the report which has ‘ppeared in the press 
{hat this appoittment ins boon made is unfounded, aad that Mc Olean candidature 
for the post is not in question, 

Tam, &¢. 
B, GREY. 


ee 
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[4726] No. 275, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 


said that discussions as to a large loan could very well bo doferred 

ments what was really pressing was that the two Ministers at ‘Toliran should 

be authorised to place before the Persian Government, this, meee programme. of 
neceoany Chant especially tho warning to the exShah. Moreover, it was urgently 
Thar anti the Persian Government should bo provided with somo furelo wea kee 
that object His Majesty's Government had suggested tho revival of che original joint 
offer of an advance of 200.0004, from each Government. These ‘drone te 
Waid out of a futuro loan, but Sir A, Nicolson trusted that tho Russian Coseeuuees 
ould agree to the two Ministers at Tehran setting to work without deley on tee 
iid that the Russian President, of the Council would sanction the ndvonee 
200,002. on the part of the Russian Government, 
Count Benckendorff said that he would telegraph to M. Sazonof, 


Tam, &. 
P, GREY, 





[3668] 


Foreign Ofice to India Office, 
Sir, Poreign Ogice, Rebruary 5, 1912, 
_ WITH reference to nico respecting tho trans-Persan Raila 
project, I am directed by Grey to transmit to you two letters, with 
Frinted enclosures in original, from Mr. A. J, Barry,® containing cortute entice oe 
the financial, commercial, and engineering aspects of the undertaking, 
Before replying to Mr. Barry's criticima on the suggested ‘aigoment of the 


Biltas, Sir E. Grey would be glad to recaive the observations of tho Secretary of State 


Subject to the conourrei oposes to 

reply to in tho “ waded étude” 
Majesty’ 

mating to Count d’Amou 

no objection in. principl 

feasibility of such a pi 

regard to any further d 

inform both Mr, Barry 

spondence if a sec 

official 

étude, 


LOUIS MALLET, 





* Now 185 and 196, 
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(5340) No. 277, 


Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 6.) 
fo, 22. 

(ee 2 hie) Re Constantinople, February 5, 1912. 
ALY. despatch No, 996 of 18th December last, ‘ : 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day told me that, owing to innumerable complaints 

of iminense loss suffered by their merchants, the Turkish Government desired to have 

caravans accompanied by fifty Turkish soldiers, and he had addressed himself to Persian 

Government with a view to attaining this object. Tt was the same as Russians were 

ing in north, but they intended to keep it within small proportions, aud) Tue 

Government were quite propared to give undertaking of immediate withdrawal directly 

order was restored, a . x. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs renewed suggestion that if district was within Britiah 

sphere Turkish Government would of course be pleased to see duty of protecting roads 

undertaken by Great Britain, 





[5345] No. 2B 


Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received February 6.) 
No, 28, 
{hig ey phic.) Gonstantinople, February 0, 192. 

YOUR telegram No, 24 of 27th January : Tureo-Persian er, ‘ 

Neither my Russian colleaguo nor I have been able to obtain any evidence of 
fadyarice this year or intended advance of Turkish troops, and our two military attachés 
‘aro now engaged in trying to obtain such evidence, in order that our representations 

way not be mot by a denial of any such movement, 


(5367) No. 279. 


Sir G. Barvlay to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Receined February 6.) 

(No. 06.) 

(Holographic, Pehiran, February, 6, 1912, 
FOLLOWING from consul at Tabreez, 6th February, No. 


ied-Dowleh, not making his appearance this morning at the usual time, his 
r was entered by inyself’ and Stevens and a servant. He was found by us 
Tying dead at fll Tong on his back on the for fully Uretd, with coet ond shict 
uunbuttoned, ver by his side and a bullet wound over the region of 
tT nitirely undisturbed, and all the appearanices point to the 
that he committed suicide, 
tors have been seat for by me, and representatives of the karguzar have 
ited by me to assist at the proceedings, Letters have been left by the 
deceased, ono of which for me I shall open at the proceedings.” 


(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





(4932) No, 280. 


Sir Edward Grey to Si Barclay, 
4.) 
Jegraphie.) ‘oreign Office, Mebruary 6, 1912. 
SIR G. BUCHANAN'S telegram No. 96 of 4th February: Bast of deputy 
governor at Tabreex, 
Do fresh instructions to Russian Minister justify us, in your opinion, in urging 
hasti to leave? 





181 


[6221] No, 281. 


bares Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

No, 97.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Roreign Office, February 6, 1912, 
YOUR telegram No. 92 of sth February; Swedish gendarmerie offices, 
We have no objection, 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 90.) 





(4931) No, 282, 


Sir Haward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(teteeepn ) RB. 
(felegraphic) R. Foreign Ofice, Mebruary 0, 1912, 

OUR tdegam No Shot ssh Feleuny. Patel oe ee 
Government, 

Tnforin Russian Government that, as they do not object in principle to joint 
advance of 200,0001., we propose to advance our share, amounting to 100,000L., ab onee 
and without waiting for them to advance their share, as unless funds are pat a the 
immediate disposal of the Persian Government we aball be fused with a mist serine 
situation at Shiraz 

As regards tho ultimate large Ioan, we are unable, considering how lar matters have 
one, to throw over Seligmans at this stage without fist enqutting whethor they ave 
Prepired to proceed with the business at once, and we augyeat thee Colonel Baliecy 
should go to St. Petersburgh, 

If Seligmans are not prepared to go on with the loan, or if they would be sntigfod 
with share in a loon arranged by the Banque de Pars we shold not objet bat 
should haye to insist on the same conditions us wero lid down fu the ease of Seliginees 
(ce Confidential Print, “ Persia” volumes, Burt XXIL, No, 410; Parb XXIIL Nec Las, 
tnd Past XXIV, Nos, 16 and 159), 


You should point out again that, if M. Sazonof wishes to avoid German participa: 
tion, the Banque de Paris is quite at international as any other institution of slinlay 
character. 


—————————— 
(6375) 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Bdvoard Grey.—(Received Pebruary 1) 


ir, St, Petersburgh, February 8, 1912, 
WITH reference to your despatch No, 19 of the 22nd January, I have the honour 
to transmit herewith copy of a note which T haye addressed to M. Szonof un the subject 
of Baron Luzsensky’s timber concession, 
Thaye, &o, 


GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 


Enclosure in No. 283. 
Sir G, Buchanan to M, Sazonof. 


MM. le Ministre, St. Peteraburgh, January 21 (Rebruary 3), 1912, 
IN an aide-mémoire, dated the 25th June, 1910, the Imperial Ministry of Foreign 
Afurs was good enough to inform His Britannic Majesty's Embagsy thit the Impertal 
Government saw no objection to the realisation of an arrangement of a purely private 
and commercial character between British company and a certain Baron Liwsensky 
for working a timber concession in the provinces of Mazanderan and Toune-Kaboun, 
T have now the honour to inform your Excellency, in accordance wi 
which I have receive from Sir E, Grey, that a company naaned the “ Caspian ‘Tiinber 
Syndicate, Limited,” and registered in’ London, has now entered into a contract with 
(1536) BA 
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the parties entitled to the right to cut timber in the districts indicated. Tam to add 
that in due course the work of proving the commercial value of the timber will be 
undertaken by a larger company, to be firmed under terms agreed upon with the 
Caspian Timber Syndicate, Limited. Sate 

avail, &e. 


GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 





(5427) No, 284. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received February 7.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 5th February, 
1912, relative to Shiraz, 


India Ogice, Pebruary 7, 1912. 


Enclosure in No, 281. 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


(Telegraphic.) P. February 5, 1912. 

PLEASE seo your telogram, dated the 31st ultimo, according general approval 
to ow proposals regarding Shiraz. Instructions as to dispatch of troops, whose 
Toeation in Gulf is an essential proliminary before proposed negotiations can be begun, 
will be awaited; meanwhile, further details of the steps which we should contemplate 
taking subsequently, in order to give effect to the scheme, are submitted for general 
Approval. ‘Phe achievement of three objects is aimed at, viz. firstly, that of obtaining a 
ottlement of accounts with the individual or individuals whom it is decided to hold 

ponsible for the attack upon Mr. Smart. (It may or may not be found possible to 
nclude payment of cash indemnity in this settlement, but until result of negotiations is 
known no specific amount will presumably be claimed from Persian Government 
secondly, that of inducing the individuals referred to above, as well as other headmen 
to whose control the road is subject, to conclude with us an agreement for maintaining 
odor thereon ; thirdly, that of discounting the probability that dangerous fighting will 
tako plico among tribemen in Shiraz neighbourhood in the spring, as His Majesty's 
‘consul at Shita apprehend 

Wo would propose, immediately on departure of troops from India, to prepare the 
ground for negotiations hy influencing the Ulemas of Mesopotamia and’ the vernacular 
‘nd English press, As regards the newspapers, we recommend that a full communiqué 
to the press, gi a brief summary of the robberies and outrages recently suffered 
rita gubjects andl merchandise, and tien going onto explain the Tes of the freak 

ntion which we are about to make, should 
With regard to the Mesopotamian Ulemas, 

pormission is 1 tions to Resident at Bagdad that a full 
communication 0 press communiqué should be made to them, and that 
endeavour should be made to persuade them to recant incitations to priests and 
eadinen of Fars recently issued by them, and to address the same persons by telegraph, 
expressing their belief that non-intervention in Southern Persin is what Great Britain 
desires, and urging them to adopt friendly attitude towards British subjects and 
commerce, and to co-operate in maintaining security on the caravan roads, and thus to 
plcate Great Bi 


the general 
agree with Sir G, Barclay in this connection that no 

proposal to subsidise Headmen, We should re therefore, subject to his 
Excellency’s views being ascertained, that His Minister’ should induce 
Persian Goven . z in same sense as 
that set out in preceding paragraph, both to headmen on the road and tribal chiefs, 
wwhom we are anxious to deter from fighting next spring, and to Nojef clergy and 
‘Tehran extromists and mullahs, 
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Khan of Borasjun's caso is to bo 

ious occasion to take noti 
factory, should 

Fecommendations 

fepresentatives of Resident w is ing lines, i 
eaten responding and being ready fo mest ano UONIn# ines, in event of 
Of each individual Would bo requisedes = 
zs 


An undertaki i 
eee ing to accord general co-operation in maintaining order om 


2. Acceptance of responsibili 

sponsibility to us for a it i 

supply, ; ty a particular sectios r 

ae oh monthly pay, to be paid under suporvision of ore cea fhe 
+, of a certain number of guards of good charactor uperintending, 


The pay1 i 

tion of tho amet, gf compensation for all robberien of British 
4. Salo of supplies at fair rates ra 

: t 

ing officer and absolute abstention from ne ot 


h goods on their 


ged in consultation with snperintond- 
transit dues. oe 


tions are fulfilled by headmen, 


ay and a regular subsidy, and in 80 
a some 


bur satisfuction, they will receive 
aL ersinn authorities, 
meetin st may be avoided, consider 
; advisable that necessary fund 
ately recover the cost from loan to Perla, 
Goran wate it at 10,0001. 
Ree will be shared by: His ‘Majenty's 


(Repeated to ‘Tehran and Bushin 


(5481) 


No. 285, 


Sir G. in Be i 
(ate) in G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoivedd February 7.) 


(Tele, hic.) Te 
FOLLOWING sent to acting connul general at Bushirer Manag orate 7 1012, 


“Government of India’s telegram Ni 
Gor legram No, 60 of Sth February, 
iehor fore gi Togands treatment of Kh: 
lemanding his 
eee eae me man who on one occasion refused. 


caravansera last time troops passed throughe” ue _ wacerataod 


(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to India.) 


that he allowed use of 





(5499) 286. 


Sir G, iy to Sir Ka it 
ar) G. Barclay to Sir Hatward Grey. — (Received February 7.) 


(Telegraphic. 
POUT toga No. 90 of 5th Feb tel nee aan, 
wees . h February; Communication to Persian Government 
sian Minister and 1 made yesterday to the Regent and the Minister for Foreign 





pur) 


Affuirs suggestion indicated in my telegram No. 90 of ath February, leaving 
aideménoire with Minister for Forgign Afjuirs. His Highness and his Excellency 
expressed the gratitude of the Persian Government for the suggestion, and areepted 
the intervention of the Russian consul at Asterabad. i 
Minister for Foreign Affairs at first propesed 26,000 tomans as amount of pension, 
Dut we pointed out that a more generous offer would facilitate negotiations. Finally it 
wae decided to offer a maximum of 50,000 tomans, and Russian Minister is instructing 
Consul to negotints on basis of thie amount and of full amnesty, ‘and to act as 
jencrally indicated in my telegram No. 90. 
Bene ater for Foreigh Affi pressed hard for a guarantee from the two Powers that 
they would never recognise the ex-Shab, but, finding that we were not authorised to 
ive this, and realising that reference to our Governments on this point, would entail 
deny, he rofeuined from inating on i€ a 9 sine gud non for negotiations while 
expressing the earnest hope that the two Governments would consent to give such 
uapantes. dj 
Blithe, treatment of Shua-es-Sultanch and Salar-ed-Dowlch was also discussed. 
Ministor for Foreign Affairs wished to maintain the confiscation of the former's estates, 
‘nd to give him a small pension, But we pointed out that this would not accord with 
grant of a full amnesty, and, moreover, that as Shua-es-Sultaneh was with the ex-Shab, 
find hid great influence, it would be ‘well to treat. him His Excellency 
agreed to revoke, confiscations of his estates instead of small pension, ~ 
Tb was decided to negotiate with Salar-ed-Dowleh, offering him revocation of 
confiscation of his estates, and, as he is very poor, to grant him and hia family pension 
he maintains order at Kermanshah till the governor 
the latter and leaves Persia, Minister for Foreign 
negotiate for Persian Government on, these lines. 
British consul accordingly when Russian Minister 





(6500) No. 287. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Hadward Grey. —(Received February 7.) 


(No, 09, i é ore 
{Siegen R Tehran, Rebruary 7, 1012. 


MY telegram No, 96 of 6th February : Zin-ed-Dowleh. A 
Lotter of Zin to British consul shows clearly that it was a case of suicide, 
(Repoated to St. Petersburgh.) 





(5513) No. 288, 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edveard Grey.—(Reecived February 7.) 


ographie.) St, Petersburgh, February 7, 1912. 

YOUR tologram No, 82 of 5th February ; Ex-Shah movement. ‘ 

Isont Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday an aide-mémoire on the subject of 
the oncotragement given by Russian consuls to the cause of the ex Shah, and spoke to 

to-day. His Excellency said that ho had telegraphed instructions as requested, 
ut thought reports were exaggerated. He added that he believed chief supporters 
af ox-Shal at Meshed were fedais, whom it was very difficult to control. 





(6515) No. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edvard Grey {Received February 7.) 


No, 10, 
ie aay R St. Petersburgh, February 7, 1912. 


YOUR telegram No. 97 of Gth February to Tehran: Swedish officers, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs has no objection, 
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(5518) No. 290, 


(sot) Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—Reevived February 1.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. St. Potorsburgh 
. Petersburgh, February 7, 1912, 

omaoo® telegram No. 45 of Sth February: to Constantinople: Tured-Persian, 

Russian Ambassador has been similarly instructed, 

Hort telegram No, 77 of Bel February, 
He has n instructed to concert with Sir G, Lowther as to which porti 
Joint report should be communicated to Persian Ambassador, Minister ie Foie 
Paras deleeears uns it wil be better not to communicate too much ab once, aa if 
ersian dele ave to apply ntly to th ies fo ve 
be na beter poston to execs uous oer them, ns met data we shel 
Embogy nme will be attached to Rossian Embassy like Mr, Shipley to British 
Persist is no objection to Sir G. Barclay's communicating map as proposed to 





(5519) No. 201, 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Fdward Grey. (Received February 1.) 


aise 
‘elographic,) St, Petersburgh, Pebruary 7, 19 
TOUR agra 6 ah tay Petersburgh, Pebruary 7, 1912, 
inister for Foreign Affairs informed me to-day that Minister of i 
consented to joint advance of 20,0001 on condition that Russian shage should not be 
aulvanced until His Majesty's Government had advanced theirs, 
sive fis Exeellenoy said he had informed Russian Minister at Tehran that he considered 
Hig Proposals made in your telegram No, 73 of 2nd February quite acceptable, and 
iad requested his views as a matter of form; he would attach no other conditions, to 
this advance, but. an agreement would have to bo arrived at with rogard to these 
one uss atill wished to put forward beforo arrangemeuits for a large loan 
8 regards that loan, he begged mo to point out to you that it i 
compromise. the chances’ of the Persian Rava werd ths tevenue baal ne % 
uarantee for a loan to a syndicate which had nothing to dowith the railway, "Te ould 
Tnuch better that the same syndicate should faaneo both undertakings; he had just 
fen Seligman's brother-in-law, and had told hin ito to throw over. 
Stiga and that hy Dut that it was most important 
that poveril evn you could not speak in 
the mame sense to. Seigm ught to go to Paris and o 
negotitions iys-Bas, rather thon come to St, Potorsburgh, 
fe did not luce sch German capt int the Ioan, 
nformed me that had fc 
Pere hat ordera had been sent for the 





(6219) No, 202. 


oi 10) Sir Bdvard Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 

(Telegraphie,) Foreign Office, 

graphic) oe ‘reign Office, Mebruary 7, 1912, 

contr UR telegram No, 91 of Sth February: Innperial” Bank of Persia's nine 
Which article of law of 13th June is held to justify vi 

i of 1 is held to justify view that contract must. 

Sihmitted to Medjlise, and if such submission was necessary, why did it not. take 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 95.) 





(1536) 
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[3942] No. 203. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


Foreign Office, February 7, 1912. 

IN your Excellency’s despatch No, 21 of the 17th ultimo, you reported the 
misgivings entertained by the Russian Minister. for Forein Affairs us to whether the 
Ottoman Government would ever actually submit the Turco-Persian frontier dispute to 
‘The Hague Tribunal. 3 j 

Transmit to you nov a despatch, dated the 22nd January, fom Tis Majesty's 
Ambassador at Constantinople reporting a conversation with the Turkish Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, and [ authorise your Excellency to communicate verbally to M. Sasonof 
tho thi paragraph of this despatch, a showing that he is perhaps wong. in hinking 
that the ‘Nirkish Government will not submit the matter to The Hague Tribunal. 

Tt is, of course, out of the question for His Majesty's Government to approach the 
Russian Government with a view to obtaining a guarantee of the nature indicated ; but 
if M. Sasonof should make any observations on the wish of Assim Bey to obtain such a 
Auarantod, you will no doubt report to me exactly what he says. 

Tam, &e. 
K, GREY. 





[60991 No. 204. 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Kdward Grey—(Reeeived February 12.) 
No, 34.) 
St, Petersburgh, February 1, 1912. 
TN « conversation w wvister for Foreign’ Affairs on the 24th 
of last: month Tspoke to n the terms of your telegram No. 48 of the 
28rd ultimo, and impressed on him the importance of placing some proposals before 
the Persian’ Gove thout undue delay, Tat the same time informed his 
Bxevlleney of the report which had reached us that Reshid-es-Sultan was contemplating 
joining hunds with Shujaced-Dowleh in making an advance on Tehran, and added that 
‘Twas afraid that this movement. ish was being encouraged by some 
‘of the Russian consular agents 
M. Sazonof at once declared that thore wis no truth in the latter allegation 
Some of the Russian id, mizht possibly sympathise with, the ex-Shah on 
‘account of the little co in the new régime, but this was quite 
‘different thing from, giving him open encouragement. He would, however, at once 
telograph to the Russian consul-general at Tabreez, instructing him to do all he could 
ixcourage Shja-ed-Dowleh, and to warn bim that if he attempted to advance on 
‘Tehran Russia would have nothing more to do with him. % 
Proceeding next to discuss the various points raised in the identic telegram 
Addressd to their respective Goveruments by Sir G. Barclay and M. Poklewsky, 
M. Sazonof said that he was quite ready to join His Majesty's Government in making 
‘s communication to tho Persian G on the lines which they had propose. He 
Til alwady explained the attitude which he was prepared to adopt with regard to 
thoox-Shah, and would ageeo that the grant of a pension should bs conditional on his 
ement that he would not return to Persia withont the consent of the 
‘Tho Russian Government, his Excellency added, would moreover 
rofuso to allow the ex-Shah to establish himself again on Russian territory. It would 
bo better, however, he thought, to leave it to the Persian Government to fix the exact 
In Gt his pension, as they might not be prepared to go to #0 high a figure. as 
0,000 tomans. = 
With reyard to the proposed loan, M. Sazonof told me that he was expecting the 
sit of « M, Bene, who had been sent to St. Petersburgh by M. Noetzlin, the director 
of the Banque de Paris et des Pays-Bas, with whom Lord Revelstoke was intimately 
nequainted, ‘That bank was prepared to float a large Persian loan and to make 
porary advanees to the Persian Government in connection with the grant of a 
concession for the trans-Persian railway. Baring Brothers would, he believed, be ready 
to co-operate with the French bank; but in order to show that the loan was epproved 
and supported by the two Governments, the contract for it should be negotiated by 
the British and Russian banks at’ Tehran, and when concluded handed over to the 
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Banque de Pariset des Pays-Bas and Messrs, Baring Brothers. 


French consortium would, in his Exeelleney’s opinion, Saree 


be far preferable to a firm like 


Mess Seligman, whose connections wore mainly German, 


Alter the receipt of your telegram No, 89 of the 27th ultimo T had a farth 
conversation with M. Sazonof, in which I pointed out that after the communications which, 
had passed between the two Governments and Messrs, Seligman, and after. the 
willingness which the latter had displayed to empl with the Russi 


would not be right to throw them over and ti sete eto 
ee eee ‘© support another group unless they should 


ee eee Ran eatiations at the point which they had reached when 


M. Sazonof replied that he was instructing Count Bencki i 
the advantages of entrusting the Joan to a eae ererern ef Se eet 
Seligman could form. The Bungue de Paris ot des Pays-Das would, M.Benue had told 
him, be quite ready to give Messrs, Seligman a share in the loan; and wo might 
therefore explain to that fim tho reasons why we considered it prefnuble that such a 
well-known bank as the Banquo de Paris et des Pays-Bas should ‘take up the loo, and 
at the same time assure them that we would uso our influence to secund far them such 
an inert in it ax would prevent them bing Srancilly wore of 

n my urging on his Excellency the importance off our losing no farther time i 

ig & communication to the Persian Government, he promised. to #es the Maat 

nanee at once; but though he wrote to M. Kokovtsof the same evening, ho had 
not yet been able to obtain an interview with him when I called. on his Eecellene 
yesterday to discuss with him the aide-mémoire which I had sent him in. accordance 
wih th natu contained in your telegram above referred to, 

x reading over with mé this aide-mémoire, of which a copy i 
M. Sizonof said that he was to seo tho President of dhe Counell on Fedday and at 
then discuss with him the question of temporary advanco being madp to the Persian 
Govemnment by Great Britain and Russi, Tn’ the meanwhile, however, our two 
Ministers at Tehran should advise the Persian Government to enter at once, inte 
gotiations with the ex-Shah with regard to his pension. ‘They might nt tho same 
time draw up together the text of the communication which the two Governments ere 
to make to the Persian Government. on the subject, and might take us a. baie for 
iseussion the first parageaph of my aide-mémoire down to the words " principles of the 
Anglo-Russian Convention.” He was, his Exeelleney snid, quite seady ‘to, act 
conformity with the principles which you had laid down; but therm were certain light 
modifications which he would like to see introduced into the text of the atde-mémeine 
He objected, for example, to such phrases as,“ seems to’prechude the recognition uf the 
ex-Shih” and “they would not recognise him”; but it. would be quite easy to. alto 
fhe text without eopromising the atainment of the o Het. which you hadi viow. 
‘The two Ministers would communicate the text to the Persian Gove nn 
it waa agrood upon, aod might at the sie tins infant sence een 
ments were consulling together us to the beat means of 
. In addition to this official communication to the 

t tell Mohammed Ali privately 

Government would never recognise hi 


to c0-0p 
of their 
identic 


Thave, &e 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 
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Enclosure in No. 204. 
Aide-mémoire, 


HIS Majesty's Government agree with the view recently expressed by the 
representatives of the two Powers at Tehran to the effect that the result of the 
jpourparlers which have taken place between the Imperial Goverument and the British 
Government seems to preclude the recognition of the ex-Shab, and that therefore, if 
the two Powers intervene, it aust be on the side of the Persian Government. His 
Majesty's Government would accordingly propose to adopt the suggestion of the two 
Ministers that the two Governments should offer to the Persian Government on certain 
conditions to inform the ex-Shah that they woula not recognise him and to advise him 
tu return to Europe. ‘The conditions would be the grant to the ex-Shah of a suitable 
pension (the amount of which could be left to the Persian Government to fix), the 
proclamation of a general amnesty, and the more important condition of some form of 
engagement on the part of the Persian Government binding them to conform to the 
principles of the Anglo-Russian Convention. Although the present Persian Cabinet 
seen disposed to conform to thow principles, the contingency of its resigning must be 
ruckoned with, aud, moreover, the two Powers will eventually have to count with the 
Medjliss, It would therefore be very desirable to obtain an express engagement: that 
the Persian Government will do nothing to injure British or Russian interests, or an 

wzygement to such effect. ‘The Persian Government should at the same time be urged 
to dismiss their irrogular forces (fedais) which, when the ex-Shah has left Persia, will 
be no longer neoded and will merely be a source of trouble. His Majesty's Government 
in further of opinion that, pending discussions as to a loan to the Persian Goverament 
‘and us to the financial institutions to which the negotiation of sueli a Ioan should be 
would be of advantago that the two Governments should make an advance 
of 200,001, each on the condition miggested by the two representatives that the proceeds 
will be spent under the supervision of the Persian Treasurer-General, and that a large 
portion thereat I entmarked for thee he gendarmerie. ‘The sum of 200,000 
‘udvai 


\d since Messrs. 


reason i ey suggests, therefore, 
ig prepared to res 
1 at the point where they stood when he visited St, Petersbu 
‘the end of October last. Should he, under the altered conditions in Persia, not be 
willing at once to proceed with the negotiations for a loan, the tivo ‘wotld then 
bo at liberty to give thelr support to some other group. 


St, Petersburgh, January 1G (29), 1912. 





(6527) 


) Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 8.) 
0, 
i Petersburgh, February 
THE “Novoe Vremya” of the 4th February’ publishes’ a letter from Tehri 
dated the 24th January, signed “Elm,” and directed against Mr, Shuster. The write 
after formulating all the old pst Mr. Shuster, his aggre 
his lack of tact, his disregard o dP ° 
‘illusion to Mx. Shuster's: boasted mag 
sulary due to hin from the Persian Gi 
M andiloquently of 
same time (000 roubles, wh 
tw hin in 
sum 
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consent of the Medjliss and the observance of 


Shuster and Wood 
‘The writer 


‘and cannot. be 
still in Tehran, 
Thave, &o, 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 





(5624) No. 296. 


Tndia Ofice to Foreign Ofico.—(Received February 81) 
Sir, 

IN reply to your lottor, dated the 90th Ja 
Mr. Knox from Shiraz, I am directed. by. the Secreta 
copy of telegraphic correspondence with the Governu 
to state that he.concurs in their view that Mr. Knox 
Ministor ig satisfied that ho can travel in safety. 

The Secretary of State has no objection to SiG 
asked for in his telegram No. 40 of the 13th 
from Tspahian to Abadeh, 


Iniia Office, February 7, 1912, 

1912, regarding the departure of 
ry of State for India to enclose 
ment of India on the subject, and 
may now leave if His Majesty's 


Barclay being given the discretion 
January as to the sending of an escort 


Tam, &o, 
R. RITCHIE, 
Enclosure 1 in No, 206, 
The Marquess of Orewe to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic) P. India Opi 
Pe) i January 31, 1912, 
PLEASE. say whether yo in ctelogran ee ea Tanuary 31, 1012, 
Majesiys Milner Tones gat goneur in tlogram of tho 28th owant fom Ty 
————— 


Enclosure 2 in No, 296, 


Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


(Tologra phic.) P. 


LEASE refer to your telegram, dated tho 31st ultimo, 


February 5, 1912, 

If His Majesty's Minister, Tehran, 
travel, thore is no objection on our part. 
ee 
(6560) No. 207, 


is satisfied that it is safe for Major Knox to 


India Ofice to Foreign Ofice—(Reccived February 8.) 
Sir, i 
: : : India Office, ebruary 7, 
rood L(a dtested by the Seoretry of State for India in Gouna te Dew ue 
Hocipt of your letter, dated the Srd February, 1912, regarding a proposed Angle, 
tussian advanee to the Persian Government, amounting to 400,001, or. 200,000L¢ 
may hereafter bo settled with the Russian Goverament, ae ekg 
nv reply Tam to inform you that in view of the undertakis 
somewhat similar circumstaiices the Secretary of State in Coutell i 
carts Re amet th Barly af Se Cada pot 
which, as he observes, is of a temporury character and to’ bo repaid as soon as a larger 


ee re ae 3 é cole 
loan et gel by the Persian Goverument, ‘The main object of this ay of the 


given in the past in 
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advance is stated to be to put the Persian Government in & better position for maintain- 


ing security ou the roads of Southern Persia. Sige 
oe es Temning. that, the sum of 100,000L, or 50,0002, as the ease may be, has been 


is YT ‘51 Se y of State will 
¢ Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury, the Seeretary of Stata y 
Oey Eee ores to bartierateeed to the, Imperial Bak of Persia, through whoso 
es, the advance willbe made akon former oeeasions, “| 
In view of the exceptional circumstances on account of which the ai poe 
I the Secretary of State in Council is willing that the questions of securit 
Peri be yostrood until iis Majesty's Govertment and the Russian Goveromeat 
have had the opporttinity of considering them further, 


fageney, he presu 


Tam, &e. 
R RITCHIE. 





No, 208. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 8.) 
il Hy) ic.) bruary 8, 1912. 
Foun \ ith Februa erial Bank's iniut contract. 
X egram No. 100 of 7th February: Imperial Bank 
Tee eat ein, the la af 1344. Tunpreserbing thatthe concent of 
Modlin is necessary for such contracts, but Russia might contend that in default 
AA ree roraea ca Calan empowering the teasororgsneral lo dapense 
svi ty eon f jliss, which was required in the two. previous contracts, 
ih co vx af thi e nightanyoko articles 18 and 34 of tho constitution 
(hoo Siv Ui Spring-ltico’s despatch of 27th January, 1907). 
Ce omngo that Shustor did not submit it to te Meals, either psn lo agreed 
with the view of the bank that the consent of Parliament was not necessary, or pr 


Heciuse he wished to ayoid publicity 





(5655) 
—(Reevived February 8.) 


(No, 102) 
Polygraph) 
Tajhaton te ruary. to the Minister for Foreign AMuits’ message, as 
{Tin your telegram No, 74'0f the Ist insta a aie 
ST bree thve: aoe ealyy Sans lorsied lily, thir oto to 
ig Shuater's ocean, bitte being rete 
Se it aaeneremeee istants, they have signified their 
2 Uk oogagerneur. of Ehe che, Belgians to ll the places of the retiring 


Tehran, February 8, 1912. 


Approy 





(5658) 300, : 
Sir Gi Bayelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived February 8.) 


tes) TY Talyan, February 8, 1912, 
Y (legeaint No. 95 af 9th Fa peShalh a 
‘legeam of th February: Ex-Shi i 

it ey aL at Afealeal fs write to iFlie Maen {genera that 

Jue will deall he canto ealin tho mob, and that he has eensed to protect Yussu Kha 


Petorsbaangh) 
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(5659) No. 301, 


Aare Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 8.) 
(No. 45. 
(Telegraphic.) St. Peterstnrgh, February 8, 1912. 

YOUR telegram No. 94 of 7th February : Turco-Persin frontier, 

Jn the course of my yesterday's conversation with Russian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs T informed his Excellency in general terms of what Sit G. Lowther bad 
reported in his telegram No, 22 of 5th February. His Excellency said that he wag 
expecting a visit from the Turkish Ambassador, and that the latter would no doubt 
make a communication to him on the subject. His Excellency evidently did not liko 


the idea of caravans being escorted by Turkish troops, but did not say'what attitude 
he proposed to adopt. 





[5660] No, 302. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Raieard Grey.—(Received Pebruary 8.) 

(No, 46.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. St, Petersburgh, February 8, 1912. 
OFFICIAL communiqué published to-day states that, in eonsequencs of serious 

disorders in Mazanderan and inability of local authorities to cope with them, the 

Russian consul at Barfrush has asked for reinforcements to protect Russian lives, and 

property, and Moscow merchants have tolegraphied beguing protection of their trade, 
Instructions have been sent accordingly. to dispatch two companies (about 250 mon 

ach) of infantry with two muchino and two mountain guns to Asterabad, one company 

with two machine guns to Rarfrush, and one company to Meshed Tacre 





(5499) No. 303. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
(No, 105.) 
(Telegraps Foreign Office, Webruary 8, 1912, 
XOUR telegram No. 98 of 7th February : Proposal to negotiate with Salar-od- 
Dowleh through consuls at Kermansbah 
es, 





(5624) 304, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 
(No. 106.) 
(Lelegraphie.) Horeign Office, February 8, 191%, 
YOUR tole 0. 74 of 28th January : Mr, Knox's leave, 
Knox may now leave if you are satistied that he can travel in eafety, 


You © your discretion as to sending escort from Ispatian to bring him to 
Abaileh (see your telegram No. 40 of 13th January. 








(6488) No. 305. 
Sir Bdveard Groy to Sir G. Baretay, 


} Foreign Office, February 8, 1912; 
‘lat this office on the and instant, and. showed to 
n his Government to the eflect that the uation was 


THE Persian Minister ea 
Mr. Mallet te 


be that they would have to resign shortly u 


s some support 


The Russ sioner at Gumbad-ickubus had sent. 250 Vurcomans to the 

Shalt the ex-Shah had arrived at Astrabad with 250 Ruslan cosaoker mee 
call Yussuf Khan bad come from Herat to Meshed in tho iteresta of the tx Shale 
and wax intriguing with the Russian. cousul (this information agrees will that 
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conveyed in your telegrain No. 87 of the 3rd instant) ; and further executions had taken 
‘Mt Resht and Enzeli. é 
Pace ty Mallet said that the resignation of the Persian Government would be most 
sgrettable at this moment, His Majesty's Government were consulting the Russian 
Gorerhnjent on Ehs terms of jeation which they hoped shortly to make to the 


jae for detail; but Me, sete said that hi 
inn Government had replied. fe 
ae Md hae then asked. that the. Persian Government. should “be informed 


confidentially of the nature of the communication before it was formally mac 





6205) No. 306. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
{No, 41.) Ws ain 
Si Foreign Ofice, February 8, 
oe e sithdrawal of the Russ 
SOUNT BENOKENDOREE told me to-day that the withdrawal o 
hea meus ‘ccomplishod—half of them would be returned to 
Russia and. the other half would go to Ardebil nnd’Resht See 
T sald that Ewas vory glad to hear this, Tt was also. relief that a warning was 
to bo given to the ex-Shah 0 leave Persia Hisinoursion had draven away the Bakhtiar 
foro from the south; tho shoe resourees of the Persian Government had een taken 
up by the struggle aya ng to the fear that his oturn to the throne wool 
be followed by-« series of reprisals and one result had been the blocking o 
e stopping of British trade, We therefore had good reason to 
Hee ENT Le neenMtn Aa x“ Peal bhae sar ebroas Corer 
interests in the north, T bad felt that 1 could not. support 
or expect Russia to do so, But nov that this obstacle had been 
smoved, and there was a Government who realised that thoy must respect 
eae ‘tho north snd accept advice, the Government ought to be encouraged and 
supported. TL vas only by showing that such & Government could keep upon their 
foot, ant would receive goodwill and support, that their authority could be maintaines 
a Tam, &e. 
#, GREY. 





[5801] No, 307, 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Eiteard Grey. —(Received February 9.) 


Teliran, February 9, 1912. 
N' of India’s telegram No, 60 of Sth February [communicated by 
ia nae we tion PO asi 1g to Persian Government general exposition of 
our intontions, and asking th Ro Ha tund the Persian Government to telegraph as 
gested by the Gi at of India, it Ed 
SO RN destetiey ing consu-general at Bushiro in 
telogram viel he has repeated to Tua, urges objections, whi seem much to the 
pint, 6 our densi his dismissal now We thinks, an concur, that we shou 
tontent ourselves. with « foriual complaint to the I Government against the 
ich should be presented at the samme time as our exposition of our 
id that we should at the same time warn the Persian Government that, in 
view of bad past record of khan, we should be obliged to take forcible measures 
Against him in the event of any further obstruction on his part. 
(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent {o India and Bushire.) 





193 


[5820] No. 308. 


(xo, 105) 57 & Barley to Sir Bator Grey — (Received February 9.) 

No, 105. 

(Telegraphic) Tehwan, February 9, 1912. 
CONSTANTINOPLE telegram No. 22 of 5th February: Turco-Persin frontier. 
Minister for Foreign Aairs tells me that Persian Government refused this request 

Some time ago, and that Turkish Government then said that they would wait for 

‘weeks for the restoration of order. Persian Government replied that they could. not 

fix definite time, but that order would be restored as soon as possible. 'They have had 

no answer to this, 





(5824) No, 309, 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey —(Reccived February 9.) 


fo. 107.) 
Telegraphic.) Tehran, February 9, 1912, 
R G. BUCHANAN'S telegram No, 44 of 7th February. 

Russian Minister Jearns from his Government that they have no objection to a 
joint advance of 200,000. on the conditions indicated in tho five paragraphs of your 
telegram No. 73 of 2nd February to St. Petersburgh, but thoy look to obtaining 
8 per cent, interest, and insist that the advance should be made in portions according 
to the requirements of the Persian Government, and, as I understand it, that no portion 
of Russian advance should be paid until tho corresponding British portion hag 

mn paid. 

‘This paymont of the advance in driblets pari passu by both Governments seems a 
‘cumbrous arrangement, 

; Russian Government also insist on control of expenditure, though they do not say 
who is to exercise it. Presumably it is intended by them that the two logations should 
exercise it, but it seems to me that the supervision by the treasurer-goneral of 
expenditure according to a programme prepared by him in consultation with the (wo 
legations should suffice. 

(Sent to St. Petersburgh.) 





[5822] No. 310. 


Sir @. Buchanan to Sir Bdward Groy.—(Reecived February 9.) 


(No. 47.) 
(Telegraphic.) St, Petersburgh, February 9, 1912, 

MY telogram No. 46 of 8th February, 

On my expressing regret that the Russian Government, should have thought it 
necessary to dispatch further troops to North Persia, Russian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs said that they had been compelled to take this ‘step in consequence of urgent 
appeals addressed to them by Russian subjects, His xeellency huid’ thet. eens 
absolutely necessary to provent recurrence of incidonts like those which hed taka, 
place at ‘Tabrees, as if any serious disturbances occurred he would be powerless to 
resist pressure which the military and Court parties would bring to bear in favour of 
Perinanent occupation of certain districts. Order must. be maintained somehow, and 
the best way of accomplishing this was to dispatch small detachments 10 iho places 
threatened and to withdraw them as soon as their presence was no longer required, 
He could not say exactly how many troops had been sent, but he did not believe that 
they were much over 300 men, ‘The companies were not at a war strength, so. tho 
figures given in my telegram were much exaggerated, 

sng’ Salled my attention to attacks made against him in press for ordering the 
withdrawal of the troops from Kazvin, 





(1536) 
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(5852) No. 311. 


Sir G: Buchanan to Sir Edtward Groy.— (Received February 9.) 
(No, 48,) 
(eiege hie.) St, Petersburgh, February 9, 1912. 

PURSIAN Minister asked me yesterday whether I could not urgo Minister for 
Foreign Affairs to join His Majesty's Govornment in giving a guarantee that neither 
Government would recognise ex-Shah should he again return to Persia, as it was most 
important to discourage him from making such an attempt. Ltold him that Russian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs had repeatedly rofused to give such a guarantee, and had 
von declined to make grant of pension conditional on the exShah giving a written 
engagement that-he would not return without the consent of the Russian Government. 
The might, I said, be different if the Persian Government could themselves 
oxtract an engagement from the ex-Shah that ie would not return without the consent 
of the British and Russian Governments. Such an engagement, however, was not 
likely to provent him from again breaking his word. 

T repeated to the Minister for Foreign Affairs this moming what the Persian 
Minister hiad said and what [had replied, His Excellency said that he would not 
object to such an engagemont being given by the ex-Shah provided that it was clearly 
shown that it had beon obtained by the Persian Government acting by themselves, and 
hot through the intervention of the Russian Government, 





(5823) 
puchianan to Sir Kiward Grey.—(Received Pebruary 9.) 

Yo, 50.) 

Tolesraphite.) St. Petersburgh, Pebruary 9, 19) 
MY. telogram No, 4 of 7th February. g 
Minister for Foreign Affairs tells me that Seligman's brother-in-law has given him 

to understand that Seligman would be satisfied with a share in the projected loan. 





(5519) No, 313, 


Sir Eulwant Grey to Sir @. Barclay. 
(No. too.) 
(Poleraphio,) Foreign Ofice, Pebruary 9, 19 
SIK CG, BUCHANAN'S ¢ 44 of 7th February: Proposed joint 
adyatico und communication to Pen 
We are payin into Lay ay to your onder 100,001, 
enti tit r per cent. if the Russian 
Government agree. ‘The advance should be repayable from the first proceeds of the 
‘ed loan, Meanwhile, security should be further charge on southern customs, 
atover elo is av ‘As much of British advance as ean reasonably be spared 
should bo allotted directly to southern gendarmeri 
You may now eoncert with your Russian colleague in drawing: up joint com- 
inition etbedying ive pitts proposed in my telegram No, 73 of Zod February 
Sir G, Buchan, to which Russian Government have now agr 
(Ropeatod to St. Petersburgh, No. 100.) 





(5653) No, S13". 


Sir Biwward Grey to Sir 6. Barelay, 
(No. 110.) 
(elographic.) Forcign Office, February 9, 1912. 
YOUR telegram No, 100 of the Sth Febru: 
Unless Russia nment make a complaint as regards contract granted to 
Inporial Bank for import of minting silver, I shall not take any action in the matter. 
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{5519} No. 31. 


101 Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan. 


legrapbic.) Rorei " 

TH roforenco to tay telegram No. 100 to SoC, Becln ora Seto 

Proposed joint advance to te Bergan Government, Cy of BEY Ree: 
Inform Russian Government, 





(5560) No, 315, 


Foreign Ofive to Treasury, 


impe it 
e 70 Barclay, His M 
at Tah of the British sharo of the advanco 


b that this payment is about t0 be mad 
Lam to transmit 10 you herewith copy of a elie: fom aie ha 
toa conmunication ma to that dpaituent also on the 
fer a like sum to the bank on aceon i ol 
ve froin Indian soureo, us soon a9 the: Marnanen of 
to be contributed by 


G, Darelay informing him 


bank to his order for the purpose: of 


5 ntervst chargeable on the advanco. i i 
per cent he ve Feat dh 5 
& per era tthe Russian Govornmast aoe, nd that the repayment of bp alanis 
; mea first. charge on the larger oan to the Persian Gov i 
course of negotiation, while it is to bo fur ion ea 
cours o ion, (0 bo further guaranteed on the unpledied 
of the customs resip of the ports of Souther Peri, ad on Cun snmite 
e" ies. As regards: rate of interest propose: m0 SaCaeh 
the lator frm this Ofc of the 15th RAP a Ce Ge ROMS Ny 
His Majesty's Ambassador at St. Potorsburgh has been ix 
Russian Government of the action taken in the Shee ee 
idd that tho sum contributed from Imperi 
on it. 24 dha ho sun conteibuted from Imporial yourees will become a ohare 
would be glad to receive the earliest intimati 
soul the earliest possible intimation that the 


tructod to inform the 


Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(5909) No. 316, 


Foreign Ofice to India Offic. 
Sir, 
reted A iret 
letter of the 7th instant, relatiy 
His Majesty's and the Ituesian 
Tam to transmit to you heron 
which it will boo 
Olfice the sum of 50,0002, represent 
w! chargeable on Inipori 
oN 
+ Now 255, 815, 915, and 318 
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‘This sum has now been transferred to the Imperial Bank of Persia, and T am 
accordingly to request that the remaining sum of 50,000L, being the share derivable 
from Indian sourees, may now also be paid into the bank in accordance with the 
‘undertaking contained in the third paragraph of your letter. 

Tam also to transmit copy of a telegram which Sir E. Grey has addressed 10 
Sir G, Barclay on the subject, setting forth Sir E. Grey's views as to the conditions 
which should be insisted! on in connection with the rate of interest and repayment of, 
and the security of the advance, and to add that His Majesty’s Ambassador at 
St. Petersburgh has been instructed to bring the contents of this telegram to the 
Kxowledge of the Russian Government. ss 
Tam, &. 

LOUIS MALLET. 





(6909) No. 317. 
Foreign Ogice to Imperial Bank of Persia. 


sir, Foreign Office, February 9, 191 

WITH reference to the letter of the 19th February, 1910, from this Office and 
previous correspondence relative to a proposal that His Majesty's and the Russian 
Governments should make jointly an advance of money to the Persian Government, 
Tam directed by Secretary’ Sir Edward Grey to inforin you that the financial situation 
of the lastenamed Government, and the state of affairs in the country generally, have 
‘once more brought this question prominently forward, and that, as a result of megotia- 
tions botwoon Great Britain and Russia, it has. been’ deeided that each Power shall 
advance to Persia a sum of 100,001. without delay. 

THis Majesty's Government have proposed to the Russian Government that the 
repayment of this advanco should be a first charge on an eventual Iarger loan to the 
Persian Government, and that it should, moreover, be secured on the uncharged 
surplus of the customs receipts of the ports of Southern Persia and on any other 
available sources of revenue. 

Of the British 60,0001. (one-half) will be contributed from Imperial and the other 
half from Indian sources, and Iam to transmit to you herewith an order for the 

rount of the Imperial share, and to request that it may be placed to the order of 
Sir George Barclay, THis Majesty's Minister at Tehran, who has been advised by 
telograph of the transaction. ‘The India Office, on their part, have undertaken to 
transfor to the bank tho amount of the Indian share as soon as they are advised that 
tho Imperial share has been paid in, and Lam to request that this sum may also be 
placed to Sir G, Barclay’s order as soom as it is received, 

” Tam, ke, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





No. 318. 

Treasury to Foreign Ofiee—(Received February 10.) 
Sir, Treasury Chambers, 
T HAVE Iaid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury the 
nt of the Srd and Oth instant, explaining that, in consequence 
jan Government, and of the state of affairs 
in that country gor it has now become nec is Majesty's Government 
{ind the Russian Government should make the joint advance to the Persian Govern- 

tnont which has been agreed (o already in principle. 
Tt is proposed that the amount of the advance on this occasion shall be 200,000, 
‘of which 100,001, will be provided by the Russian Government, and the remainder, in 
‘qual moities, by His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India (a course to 
‘which the Socretary of State for India has assented), and that the advance shall (subject 
{o the consent of the Russian Government) bear interest at the rate of 5 per cent., and 
De repaid as a firs: charge out of the larger loan to the Persian Goverument, now in 
course of negotiation, With a further guarantee on the wupledged surplus of the 
ctistoms receipts of the ports of Southern Persia, and on any other available revenues. 
In these circumstances I am directed to say, for the information of Secretary Sir 
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E, Grey, that my Lords, for their part, assent to an immediate advance of 50,0002, on 
the terms stated, and in view of the urgency of the matier they have given directions 
for the transfer of the sum in question from the ‘Treasury chest fund to the credit of 
the account of the vote for diplomatic and consular services, on the understanding that, 
His Majesty’s Government will take the first suitable opportunity of asking Parliament 
to repay tlie advance to the ‘Treasury chest account. 
Tam, &. 
ROBERT CHALMERS, 





{5940} No. 319. 


Messrs. Ellinger ard Co, to Foreign Ofico.—(Received February 10.), 
Sir, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, Pebruary 9, 191 
"| WITH reforenee to our letter of the 22nd ultimg relative to’ che Mult-ut-Tujj 
right to your unofficial protection Baie to the disputed Ormuz concession, Mr. M. 
Ellinger understood, when he had the pleasure of seeing Mr Norman on the oseasion of 
his list visit to your Office, that Mr. Norman would consult, Mr, Mallet as to. whether 
you could meet the Muin-ut-Tujjar’s wishes by cabling out to Sir George Barclay 
regarding the matter, and that we should hear from you what had been decided, 

We should be glad to hear from you regarding this as soon as possible. 

Mr, Ellinger further understood from Mr. Norman that, His Majesty's Government 
would not support any claim on the part of Messrs. F.C. Strick and Co, (Limited) either 
against the Persian Government or the Muin-ut-Tujjar, should the Muin-ute 
resumption of the concession, decline to make further shipments to Mesira, F, C, 
Strick and Co. (Limited), in fulfilment of the contract between the Persian Government 

’. Strick and Co, (Limited), which eontract, as you are aware, was made 
rights of Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co, and éursslves, and in defiance 
‘the warning given by His Majesty's Government to Messrs. F, ©. Strick aud Co, 
(Limited), that they could not count’ upon the help of the former in support of the 
maintenance of their rights under this contract, 

We are, &e. 
ELLINGER xn Co, 


{6006} No. 320. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Baward Groy—(Reeeived February 10.) 
ee 108.) | . 
(Telegraph Tedwan, Pebruary 10, 1912. 


) 
YOUR telegram No, 109 of 9th February. 
You will have noticed from my immediately preceding telegram of 9th February 
that: Tlaonan Governcicul rovandgtving” obi un aAlvance da od) iUennl on lo) yoloty 
indicted in ive paragraphs of your telagram No. 78, of 2nd February 10 Bt 


Petersburgh, of which w fifth—may present some difficulty. 
_ Wording of our communication to Persian Government. mist depend on whether 
this view is correct or whether it is intended to give the advance subject obly to con- 
litions regarding security, interest, and proper expenditure, and to. treat questions of 
dismissal of fedais, anny, and recognition of convention as separate from adva 
As regards formula for point 5, my Russian colleague and I propose to request 
Persian Government “to undertake to conform to the principles of the Anglo-Russian 
convention” and I think that, notwithslandiag” thers) may be dieully in| dbtatuing i, 


wo ought at least to make this or some other undertaking in the same sensea precedent 
condi 


(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 





[1536] 
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No. 321. 


Sir G, Barélay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 10. ) 

freind ¢) P. ‘Tehran, February 10, 1912. 

EX-SHAH. 

Please see my tele 98 of the 7th instant. Mae 

be ibveapaates bare bora mich ates stack, by the gommunication made to 
Wim by the Russian conwul at Astorabad acting on the Ruisian Minister's istrictions 
4 He hah he said, hoped for Russian sympathy, and, had he been victorious, would 
have been guided in his actions by Russian interests; he alleged that he was on the 
HO Hosever Moen Qnete he Emperor desired it he would leave Persia: he would 
await 1 repetition from his Imperial Majesty of this order. i * 

He did not consider that the amount of the pension was consistent with 
dignity ; however, on receiving the Emperors further telegram, le would leave to his 
Imperial Majesty the adjustinent of the conditions of his departure, 





{6008) Gi 


ir G. Barelay to Sir Fdward Grey.—(Reccived February W0.) 
aca hic.) Tehran, February 10, 1912, 
MY’ telegram No, 103 of Sth February. § 
Thipaa ent vec naked ing reported that 90 per cent. of the provinice 
wore in favour of the ex-Shiah and that change of the two Governments from neutrality 
opposition to His Majesty was likely to cause very sorious disorders, T asked Heit 
woral his view. Following is his 
i i v er party, bnt general disgust with 
“here is no strong feeling in favour of either party, but general disgust. witl 
AERA SE atural. Present agitation was organised by my 
Russian colle ices und provide excise for taking charge of 
wininistratio y i 
a ee support"was withdrawn mob has dispersed, and be is now anxious to 
justify’ his conduc Rt 
“In my opinion if my colleague obeys his orders and acts in cordance vith 
ng CREAT ebanteauon in fayour of ex-Shah need be in which 
connvetion none is reported from other towns. Moslied is quictingg down, 


(Repeated t0 Si, Petersburgh.) 





(5820) 


Sin Bihward Grey to Six G. Louther. 
ti phn) Foreign Ogice, February 10, 1912, 
SURCO-PERSIAN front : 
Sit Gat egtniy No. 105 -of th February, which will reach you by 
fm h Bebruary 
if Winkioh. Afinistor Tor Fongu Alta refer to the question, your 
Execlloncy should say that His Majesty's: Gov frained f 
aauyanis bn. the-south 
Saute Saar F His Majesty's 
Governniont hope the Sublime Porto will shovr similar restraint aud patience 
(Repeated to Tehrau, No. 14, and St. Potersburgh, No. 104) 
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(5223) No. 324. 


Sir Bdvoard Grey to Sir G, Lowther, 

(No. 54.) 

Sir, Foreign Ofice, February 10, 1912, 

I HAVE to inform your Excellency that Mr. Shi pley, His Majesty's consuil-general 

at Tabreer, will be attached to your Exoulleney’s atall a6 techuien clei during the 
sittings of the proposed Turco-Persian Froutiee Cont tect 

M. Minorski, who acoompaniel Mr, Shi 


nvestigation on 
the frontier, willbe attached to the stat? 


his arrival he will spend somo 
nrespondence in the archives of 
onstantinople at any time after 
request your Excelleney to report immediatoly it is 
meet, 
the sittings of this commission. freq 
ty’s Government and the Russian 
earing on different phases of the dis 
Tepelection of auoh documents as can properly be. eommunienten to ge ee and 
Turkish delegates to the discretion of your Hxealleney and your Russian colleague. 
our Excelleney should in no euse communicate any dveumont itheat ie casont 
of Your Rusian colleague; and, in casea where you are iv any dowbtas fae sxpodienoy. 
of auch communication being mado, you should defor actigg noth Ge Point in question 
has been referred to me. 
Tam, 
BE, GREY. 


———— Eee 


(5375) 
Foreign Office to Mesers. Laverance, Webster, Messer, and Nichole 


Gentlemen, Foreign Offic, Pebruary 10, 1912, 
WATE refarenee to the letter from this Ofico of tho 28nd ‘ulin aigorye tho 
urchase by a British syndicate of growing timber in Porwian ti ory on the southern 
shore of the Caspian Séa, Tam dinveted by Seen ir Edward Giey to inform yon 
that he has recived a despateh: from His Majesty's Ammbasselor ae Ste Deen nigh, 
Reporting that he has addressed a note to. tho Rudslan Minister, ine Poreiggn Aflairs, 
farreving to his Excellency the particulars contained in, the Inet paragraph of your 
etter of the 15th January. 
Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(6009) 


No inn) SG: Barelay to Sin Kdward Groy— (Received February 11.) 
(No. 111.) 
(Nicaea hic) Tehran, February 11, 1912, 

YOUR telegram No, 106 of 8th F uary, 

cannot say 1 am satisfied that Knox’can travel in safety, Sato travelling in 
Fars is « thing of the 

finctnd 288, 80 likelihood of sufsr travelling ia the future until ab least, our 

tations with the headmen om the Bushire-Stiniz road sietead, wal thie at 

rate be a matter of time 

Lufess, therefore, instructed to the contrary, 1 propose to authorise Kuos to leave 
with a Pevsian escort, and to instruct Ispahan to Nerd Tadan troops to escort him 
northwards from Abadeh, 

(Addressed to Foreign Oifice; sent to Tudia.) 
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[6003] Rite 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Baward Grey—(Reecived February 11.) 
(oegneenie) Re 5 rg February 11, 1912. 
JR. telegrams Nos. 101 and 109 of 9 to Tehran. i & 

Nuit ie Wiemann lee tht Be wl engi 

rate of interest Minister of Finance proposes to ask for Russian share of advance, 

Thr Hut by Uaote ho had tenon a fog icat Chet 8 aaeenk The Ms 
Bxelleney adds, was rato fixed with regard to an advance to Persian Gorernment for 

payment of Anierican officials engaged by Shuster. 





(e004) Nea 


Sin G, Buchanan to Si irey.—(Received February 11.) 
(rise St, Petersburgh, February 11, 191 
Malou St, Petoraburgh, February 1, 
ae wal hse telegram No, 82 of 5th February I sent an aide. 
to Minister for Forelign Adfirs, atid have now received following reply 


consul: xl, whose serious: a Suen ren ele, to 
eri ano Government, jigs replied that; thongh a certain 
SET NM an hacer ae Scaneralibane cane alli ould to calm and 
Feeteati pep aio conduet hid beon complained: of (Sir 
feleginn, Naw 87 y), liad been vondered to. leave 
i sgeuveal had take frat in mor 
enoral stated he could not prevent cert 
a fromm atoning p ings pat 
NT vigeeet vont aftr ibe eestor ian of exhale , 
arty, with clergy and the aristocracy ab its head, eonsif-ger r 
Nest nla oracles Marat ies eeratae canoe ‘ill be general discontent 
followed by serious troubles directed against B ud Tessin 





(6074) a 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received February 12.) 
(No. 10.) 
ay : onur t 
‘ r eadvance 
RUA eee He ‘nt Damgahan on the 
2nd dununty by a feos ot Aiyutteds unter Montasiored-Dovwlsh, who ate now report 
to haye reoeeupied Shalirud. : 
ie mere the a Hee is i d that Salar-ed-Dowleh has Teocen 
vaty's consul reports that he has about a thousand men with 
e'spring to collect further forces aud to make another attempt 
to reach the eapital Sane 
Shujied-Dowli hie tiken advantage of the Russian oesupation to enter Tabree 
Ht ree ‘oy Hie Sh Juuuary with’ £00 en, and: ty how apparently defacto 
Seti sh ‘ evented by the Russian 
is satis 0 note that Shujased-Dowloh has been prevented hy the R 
Female se Moh A ecco stent at Ices ting up 
to hex assnranees that her military measu Persia have no conneation with 
Mohammad Ali’s aspirations to the’ throne d by the recent action of the 
Tussin constl at Resht. Th my despateh above rotirred to’[ reporte that the Persian 
emment had infurmation that Shujascd-Dowleh had sent a force to Ardebil wh 
Ra Cantr aioe ao, but the Me 
SAN Be ee to be distrmed and ship 
Reports, too, from Mesheil show that recruits enrolled 
wid Ali's agents at Askalad are now being stopped by the Russian 
aiithorities from entering Persia, Te 


G. BARCLAY. 
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(6075) No. 330, 


Sir @. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived February 12)) 
(No. 11) 
Sir, Tehran, January 19, 1912, 
EXCEPT for ue. or two trifling demonstrations immediately following tho 
dissclution of the Mediiss on the 14th ultimo, the past four woeks havo been a portod 
of'unusual calm in Tehran. My apprehensions and those of tho Cabinet as to theroffect 
f the execution at Tabrecz of Sikut-ul-Islam on the 10th of Muharram--the Good 
lay of the Mahommedan year—have proved to have been exaggerated, ths 
ernment appears to have the situation in Tehran well in hand, and’ no. partiouloe 
escenee as a consequence of this prelate’s execution has mado itsell ft i the 
Provinces, a fact due doubtless to the rigorous fashion in which the Government: have 
recently suppressed inflammatory telegrams, 
1 gather that the Government intend to postpone the elections for the new Melis 
ig #5 possible, and indeed now that ‘Tubieen the cate ok nationalism, i 90 
ely in Russian hands, there seems little likelihood of any irvesiatible pressure 
put upon the Government to facilitate the meeting of Parliamen 
iftee Have Been rumours ig the past fow days that tho Regent and his, Cabinet 
wore not at one, and that his Highness was about to resign, but ho told Mx. Charclall 
Yeotonay that there was no truth in these stories, aud that aff wory gotig amaothly 
enough. "He added that he was anxiously awaiting a pronouncement of the tye Pawar 
as the result of M. Poklewaky my deliberations on the situation, and that he 
fat intended after he had set things going on tho lines then indicated by tho two 
Powers to go abroad on leava for two months, when he hoped to have 
of cing both you, Sit, and the Russian Minister for Foreign Affe, 
that Thad told his Highness of our deliberations when 
instant. “On that ooeasion he asked me what lino. the 
now that the Persian 
to the Russian demands, 
lostrute to conte 
whi 


ation by submitting: 
er and T had been 
id to suggest to our Governments a lino of action 
ant of tiormal and stable relations 
Thaye, &e. 
G. BARCLAY, 





(6077) No. 331, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Hiioard Grey.—(Reecived February 12) 
1) 


Tehran, Tassie 21, 1912, 


I HAVE the honour to trausnit a French translation of tho. ¢ 
6th January appointing M. Mornard acting treastirer-general, 

11 is with much regret that I have seen from cuttings from the British pross whieh 
fave reached me that’ M. Moran's candidature, which has had ny aupprt, i 96 
‘opopular in Enea, ; 

‘The objection rent quarters raised to his appointment se 
‘on one oF ies the following an ns: (1) that he bed 2) that 
Teussian tool and hostile to. British interests ; (3) that ho lncks Anancal bake (4) 
that the Persian nent strongly object to him, As regards the first two oh diss 
Sruuptions, T have no reason to think that they are other thin filse. I Law that 
Mr. Wood, the nperial Bank, and others, who, by their desite to 
support Mr. Shuster in, his conflict with M. Momard list summer,” were led. into ne 
Postion of open conflict with M. Mornard, have not. been backward in. enatiue 
ihetions on his honesty, but, unless they enn’ produce hstter evidence thn thy ince 


72.Lar done, must continue to regard him x the upright and straightforward man 1 
have always found him in his dealings with me, 


(1336) 


lecree of the 


ar 








202 


.s regards the allegat which has 4) red in the ish press. that he is hostile 
to BANA tntrety, I bane inerely a survival of the obmdlete tradition that the 
Belgian customs offces were in Persia * pour embeter les Anglais” During the more 
than three years that I been in Persia Ihave never sen any sign of hostility tn 
British interests on the part of any of the Belgian officers, and, in partic have 
always found AM Mornne inst coniiatory. and pfu in customs matters, and Tam 

vat liphant, who, as commercial secretary, ws relations with 
Sr AIDeVarA: eA bane wie one Muttine cio. tnecoble dees etre te Anglo-Russian 
ageoement, tho Belgian eustoms officers wero no doubt used as pawns in the Russian 

ime of hampering British interests, but, so far as my experience goes, they have 
Joyally accommodated themselves to the changed cireumstanees. 

As regards M. Mo d's financial ability, I ea oe Lae sr lias S 

le to judge. of course, not on a par with the able and brilliant mai 

iG Re Han bee: donned bat ne be CunCseaite ta ‘my opinion, is the other 


ment really object to M. Mornard’s candidature is not 
very clear, ‘Tho only ground which they have urged for their objection is that it would 
produce a bad impression to appoint a man who had at one time been in acute conflict 
with Mr, Shuster, Moreover, Lshould olerve that this objection was urged only at a 
time when the Government was drending manifestations of indignation from the 
neo of the Cabinet's submission fo the Russian demands, 
Jinot donbtless feared at the time that the appointment of one ih so close 
relations with the two legations would aggravate the resentment of those from whom 
hey apprehended vengeance. eae 
ne cnmpaign inthe Beth press against M. Mornard is, I think, greatly to bo 
rogretted in the interests of both, the Linperial Pank of Persia and the’ oil company, 
‘as there is more than a suspicion in Belgian minds that the campaign is their work, and 
oven if M, Mornard’s appointment. 8 treasurer-general is not made definite, the 
sispicion of the, hostility of tho bank andthe eompany may well rent unfavourably 
to them in questions with the customs administration, "This is particularly unfortunate 
in tho cas of tho ol company, whuse pretensions in the matter of cust exemption 
forely need the support of a iriendly administrator 
orely need the support of ly near 
'G. BARCLAY. 


Deore dated January 6, 9 
Aw nom ie Sa Majo fperiate Soltan Ahmad, Schah de Pers 


STATUANT dans le sens du projet formulé par nseil des Ministres, 
i deitlons 


Anticle 1", Via la décision prise parle Conseil des Ministre, confoeme & Tavis de 
Ja Commission spéctale forme mbjes élus dui Parlement, Mr. Morgan Shuster 
ayant été dchargé des fone e Trésorier génsral, M. J, Momard, Administrateue 
gndril des Douanes, est nomms, provisoirement, & la gérence de Ia Trésorerie générale, 

Art. 2, A cot elfot ot A partir de In date du présent déoret, M. Momard, sous les 
ordres du Ministre dos Finances, stocenpera ¢ ns inhérentes de Ia 
séngrale; A partir de cette mémo date, Tes ordees do ps i que les docum 
do Présorerie, dovront étre revétus de ture, fante de quot ils n'auront aucune 
valeur, i . 

Art. 8, La réeeption des comptes de Vex-trésorier et Ia remise de ees comptes au 
nouveau gérant seront effectuées par une commission, dont la formation est autorisée par 
Jo Conseil des Ministres, 

Art, 4. Le Ministre dew 
attributions du Tréso 
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ir le Conseil des Ministres, 
PiGministration du Tréare, 

Art. 5, Le Ministre des Finances est chargé de Yexdention du présent déoret, 


ABOL GASSEM, NASSER-OL-MOLK, 
Régent. 
NADJAF GOULI, 
Président du Conseil, 
VOSSOUGH-ED-DOWLEH, 
Ministre des Affaires Berangdres, 
GAVAM-ES-SALTANEH, 
Ministre de UIntérieur, 
ZOKA-EL-MOULK, 
Ministre do la Justice 
MOAZED-ES-SALTANEH, 
Ministro dex Pontes ct Vélégraphes, 
GOLAM HOSSBIN, 
Ministre de la Guerre, 
HAKIM-OL-MOULK, 
Ministre dee Finances 


, seront communiquées par Ini au gérant. proviso 


15 Muharrem Tangous, il 1330, 





[6537] No, 332. 


No. 14) 1" 4 Barely to Sir Edvard Grey. (Received February &) 
io. M4) 
i Teliran, January 22, 1912, 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 49 of the 15th January, I have tho loner to 

ferwatd « copy of the contruat for a period of ton years fur the exclusive importation at 

for minting purposes, which the manager of the Imperial Bank obtained frew the 

surer-General on the eve of the lation’ dismissal 

I to be raised by 
Russian Government. For the Russian Bank, who have. twice Deen beaton inches 
cfiorts to obtain a mint contract, are not likely to acquiesce in a thitd defent if the 
can find a flay, and Af. Poklewaky contends thnt in signing tho. contrast without tho 
CiezteS Sanction of the Medjlies Mr. Shuster nected ultra vires, and thn’. the coutrast, 
futtefore is so much waste paper. On. the other: hund, the manager of the Timperial 
{iink maintainn that, under the law of the 18th June last (oee my deapateh Novae at 
Hat date), Mr. Shuster, was empowered to conclude n contract of the kind withoct 
*pecial reference to the Medias. 

traire this despatch reaches you, you will doubtless have received a complaint from 
{he Russian Government, and 1 presniio that L shall then be favoured with hotest 
The question is a very awkward ono, and threatens us with the dilowma af eae ae 
IhiGh the Russian Government or the withholding of our support from the Imperial Beak 


iuaaimatter which the manager of the bank regards us vital forth seeunity of the rove 
ie, 


As reported in my telegram referred to above, Mr. 
contract the other day, ax he thought it would be aw 
of it “He even refrained from having it regi 


I fear that the question of the validity of this contract i4 Wy 


Wood only informed me of this 
‘kward for ine to haye cognisince 
ered at the legation, 

Thaye, &e, 


3. BARCLAY, 
—$——_—_—_____ 
Enclosure in No, 332. 


Agreement between the Imperial Bank of Persia and the Persian Goveraments 
AN agreement made between the Imperial Bank of Persia (hereinafter ealled th 
“Bank") of the one part and the Imperial Government of Pent ‘acting throngh ite 


the Treasurer-General of Persia, by and with the authority of the lave 
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of the Medjliss of the 23rd Jauza, 1829 (hereinafter called the Government), 
of the other part, by which the bank undertakes to buy bar silver for account of the 
Government, and for the shipment to Persia for the purpose of coinage by the Imperial 
Mint upon the following terms:— 


1, This agreement shall be in foree for the period of ten years from the 22nd March, 
1912. 
2. ‘The Government haying reserved to itself the exclusive monopoly of importing 
silver for coinage, the bank is hereby appointed sole agent for the purchase of such silver 
id for the forwarding of the same to'Tehran, and the Government binds itself not to 
import any silver whatsoever through the agency of any other party, nor to purchase 
imported by any other party during the period of this agreanent. |The 
‘agrees to pay all expenses covering the purchase of the silver and its 
to Tehran, including insurance, &,, incurred by the bank for account of the 
t, as sot forth in article 8. 
4, The Government binds itself to purchase exelusi 
coxehange for the importation of the silver in question. eae 
4, "The rate for purchase of ull such exchange is fixed upon the basis of # per cent. 
ve the buying rete of the bank for telegraphic transfers on London. ‘The price at 
which the silver is to be purchased shall be determined simultancously with the fixing 
of the tate of exchang 
5, ‘Tho amount of silver to be imported under the terms of this agreement will be 
datennined by the Government month by month, but it is understood that should it 
not be profitable to import on account of the rate of exchange and the price of silver, 
it will not be binding on either side to import under such conditions. 
6, The Government agrees to pay the bank a commission of { per cent, on the 
value of all bar silver imported during’ the period of this agreement : this commission to 
vilated on the if cost, of the silver payable in krans at the same rate for 
aus fixed for each paroel of silver purchased, : 
7, ‘The bank agrees to provide such sus as shall be required from time to time for 
the purchase of bar silver to the extent of 200,002, of which the equivalent will be 
repaid asthe silver is coined by the Imperial Mint, Interest om all such advances shall 
ye paid ab the rate 


per cunt, 
8, All silver en route to Tel 

of coinage or othien 
mums advanced. It is agreed 
agruing to the Goven ‘on each 
























ly from the bank all foreign 




































































lypothecation to 
uldthe necessity arise, the approximate profit 
jor sent to the mint is to be held at the 
disposal of the Government from time to time in advance, full provision, however, being 
allowed for thy refund of the cost of such silver and the charges and interest due to the 
dauk, [tin also agtved that the amount of silver necessary to be at the mint at any 
one time, in order to keoy the machinery fully employed, is considered to be about 
50,0001. 






























Done in triplicate at ‘Tehran this 27th day of November iu the year 1911, 


‘The Tmperial Government of Persia: 

W. MORGAN SHUSTER, TreaaurerLencral of Persia. 
‘The Imperial Bank of Persia 

A, 0, WOOD, Chief Manager. 


















(6079) No. 333. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Eiheard G 






‘ved February 12) 









16) 
: Tehran, Janis 

T HAVE the houour to transmit herewith a copy of an accom 
M, Morard, administrator of tho Persian Customs, of his admi 
Custoins revenue for the four years ending the 20th Mareh, 1911." 

Jt his in some quarters heen made a reproach to the Belgian Customs employés 
iy Vorsin that theit is lave never been subjected to an audit. It will be 








just issued by 
istration of the 











* Not printed, 
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observed that.in the accompanying lett ini i 
Sav the verifcation ofthe acount of his adminis °¢ inne Mf Momard 
he table will have utility as a reference insomuch as the fixed i. 
shee: on the Cosioms revenue, so frequently mentioned. in fees ng eee 
legation relating to the Persian finances, are eleacly indicated nese ie 
Thave, &, 
G. BARCLAY. 










————— 





Enclosure in No, 333, 





Admiy 





‘strator-General of Oustoms to Persian Minister of Finance, 


A son Excellence Hakim-ul-Mulk, 
padliiste des Finances & Téhéran, 
TAT Vhonneur d'adresser & votre Ixcellence | és i 
ait A thonnenr dare ¢ lo compte résumé de ma gestion on 
ee Ce es Douanes, pendant les années Gow-il, Pitehsl 
Co compte divisé en quatro tableaux présente :— 
(a.) Les recettes, par by v 
Den Sa a ngs 9 rerun effectuses par tous les bureaux dos 
() 14s dépenses d'administration divisées par eatégorie, 


Tes paiements ot : 

mii Fen deals ct Versements effectuds pour compto du Gouvernement, sur lea 
L) Le solde isponible & Vexpirati : 

aut © reslant disponible & Yexpiration de la quatridiio annéo d'exoreice 








Téhéran, le janvier, 1919, 













période de quatre années, clestat-diro 
de la Perse, ainsi quo les’ comptes do 
dans un coffre-fort, avec les pidcos justificatives 
Ig; duittances, factures, &e., ot y attendent, d'annéo on 
daigno en ordonner ta verification par tes services 


Ainsi ok ifai fait 

ma gestion, Oost ea scence Io temarquers, j'ai fait impriiner to compte résuiné de 
Sinteresont au Rancee sym aaaaUer it exenplicy toute les personnes gee 

te LX iu pays, et qui désirerait iculic 

Seaton des douanes on connaissance de cause, 't Détteullérementapprésier Ia 
co heats permets do prict votre Fxcellence do 
les observations que pourrait suggérer au Couve R 
Jai Vhonneur de placer sous sea te aaa 
‘un souci particulier de clarté et « 










les comptes des différents bureaux do exception 


















Je prie, &, 
Liadministeateur général des Douanes, 


—— SS 


(6080) No, 334, 










No. 17) 7G: Harelay to Sir Bateara Grey. — (Received February 12.) 






Tehran, January 22, 1912, 


THAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events 


in Persia for the past four weeks, 







Thave, &e, 
G. BARCLAY, 






—————— 





[1538] 
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Enclosure in No. 324, 
Summary of Bvents in Persia for the four weeks oniting January 22, 1912. 


Tehran. 


Treasurer General. 


MR. SHUSTER was informed by the Cabinet on the 26th December that the 
‘Persian Government having accepted the Russian ultimatum his services were no longer 
required, Mr. Shuster let Téuran on tho ith January, and M. Mornard, the 
administrator-yeneral of customs, was appointed as acting treasurer-general, to date from 
the Gth January, though he did not actually take over until the 11th January. 

‘Tho treasury gendarmerie was transierred to the Swedish officers on the 9th 
January, 3 

Mi Chirna andthe othor American offcials formerly under Mr- Shuster aro still 
in Tehran, but they are not likely to stay. 


The Regent and Cabinet. 


‘Thero have been rumours of the Regent's intention to resign, and a telegram has 
isc pene aU ions Giles fue cha Fors ioe ty Leeda Catiog that 
some members of the Persia Committee have expressed to him their sincere hope that 
these rumours are unfounded, and that similar reports as to the alleged activity of 
Sardar Assad aro also untrue. ‘The fact is that Sardar Assad hus of late shown some 
Aisposition to coquotte with the democratic party, and that this has tended to further 
catrange him from the Regent, Sardar Assad has, however, recently endeavoured to 
reassure the Regent as to his loyalty, and he has availed himself for this purpose of the 
intermediary of tho British Lagat 

Tho Cibinet, whi 
The news of the execu 


The Press. 


‘Tho local press has practically all disappeared since the closure of the Medjliss. 
Alacra orbits iris: map peOMBNL Orage. Ol Rhatr GxtusennTar ibn Gocmanants 
ly Ue Meds” newspaper was suppres for reproducing an inflammatory 
the ulema of Nejef, urging the tribes to resist foreign aggression, 
an called the “Aftab” has now appeared. 
¥ pail G. P, CHURCHILL, 


Tabroox. 


ng the fighting from the 21st to the 24th December the Russians made little 
aguinst the revolutionaries, who had taken up a position in the citadel ‘The 
consulate-yeneral was practically isolated throughout, and was frequently 
‘ittackesl 
HP esa et ba Ae Oat aust, ame Tetons 
Russian consulate anid the military commander, : 

On the 26th December Rus preements, strength about 800 men with four 
uns, cirived, with the result that on the following day the fedais evacuated the 
‘itadel and dispersed, 

: Yarsdoj oC afta vith ty regiment oC tainty on the S0Uh” December, 
‘anid took possession of the town, 

On the Ist January seveas le its and the Sikat-ul-Islam, a greatly 
revered Mi were tried hy court-martial and executed, and on the 20th January 
a prominent Armenian, Petros Melil Audressian, of Tabreez, met with 

AL the time of writing. the Russians are in complete posession of the town, the 
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Vazaars are open, and the population who took no part in the reoent fighting are 
showing a general desire for peace. 

‘The Kussian consul-geneal reports one office: and thirty-nine men killed, and five 

, and accuses the fedais of mutilating the dead and 


officers and forty-five men woun 
torturing the wounded, 

‘The charges of general inhumanity brought against the Russian troops by the 
Persian authorities are, according to His Majesty's consul, false, 

To avoid further responsibility, Zia-ed-Dowleh, the Acting-Governor, has taken 
refuuge in the British consulate, 

Shuja-ed-Dowleh arrived in the town on the 2nd January with some 200 followers. 
‘The inhabitants welcomed his arrival as there was no one else capable of carrying, out 
the duties of Governor, 

The approximate strength of the Russian troops in Azerbaijan is as under :— 


y Marand oy 
hy Ardebil 


5,000 men with 18 guns. 


Ghilan and Mazanderan, 


Since the 21st December there have been no further disturbances at Resht, 
Majesty's vice-consul at Resht reports that the ex-Shah, with a following of 
350 men, is still at Khoja Nafus, 

At Resht the bazaars aro gradually opening, but all Government offices, excepting 
the post and telegraph offices, are closed. 

The search for arms and for persons wanted by the Russian authorities continues, 
About a dozen Persian notables were arrested and deported to Russia, but the 
Russian authorities sent them back to Resht to be tried by court-martial, 

Reshid-es-Sultan, an adherent of the ex-Shah, arrived at Enzolivon the 19th 
January with 153 Shahsevan sowars. ‘They were disarmed by the Russians and 
subsequently sent back to Astara, whence they had come, 

‘The Russian troops at Enzeli and Resht have been reinforced from Kazviny and 
now number about 2,000 men with fourteen machine guns, At Kazvin there are 2,600 
men with eight gu 


Meshed. 


The town is reported to be quict, but the feeling against the Russians and ourselves 
still continues, 


Shah's followers were det 


Grd January by a fe 
of 900 nondescript fanuary by a force 


position. midway’ between 
nment troops advanced from Damghan towards 


;Hecruiting for the ex-Shah lias been proceeding at Askhabad, He alio has agonts 
rasnoxodsk, but according to latest information the Russians are turning back 
recruits, 


Jn addition to consular guards, there are some 2,500 Russianttroops with eight 
guns and fifteen machine guns in Khorassan, 


Lapahan. 


The anti-forvign demonstrations have hud little or no effect on forvign trade, 
Several robberies are reported in the environs and district, 
Villagers who have been driven by their misfortunes to take to the road 

Sardar Zafar has Leen appointed (i 
‘ehran. 

Sardar Ashja, the tetiring governor, left Ispaban on the 14th January for 
Chaharmabalk, 

Sardar Fateh in-i-Homayun), Sardar Ashja’s brother, arrived on tho 
25th December with 200 men and two mountai He infotmed His Majo 
consul-general. th failed ih his efforts to catch Naib Hus who had 

aped to Biabanek, where be could not. pursue him, 

Sardar Fateh left Ispohan with his brother on the 14th January, 


creas 
neral of Tspahan, but has not yet lett 












Yead. 





Amir Azam, the Governor of Kerman, proceeded to Taft at the end of December to 
punish the “Jootis” who have been responsible for so many robberies in his district 
fe inflicted some loss on them and pillaged their quarters in Taft, but the “ looti ™ 
Teaders managed to escape 2 
‘The financial situation is most unsatisfactory, Owing to the insecurity of the roads 
tho Imperial Bank of Persia has been unable to obtain cash from outside for some 
months, and its reserve has fallen so low that it has been obliged to restrict business, 















Shiraz, 





On the 24th December a party of fifty men of the Central India Horse, under 
Major Birdwood, proceeding from Shiraz: to Kazeroon to meet a similar party eseortin 
Mr. Smart from Busbire, was attacked near Kotal Dukbter and lost one man kill 
and one man wounded. ; 

On the 26th December theso parties met near Rahdar caravanserai, and wore 
Ieaving the precincts of that place when the earavanserai tofangchis opened fir on 
them. The troops had. to fight their way into Kazeroon, armed men coming out of the 
villages on route and joining in the attad 

Mr, Sinart was wounded early in the engagement, and it was only discovered that 
}ho was missing when his horse eanie galloping in tojoin the convoy. hospital assistant 
who was wounded was also left behind: 

Mohammed Ali Khan Kashkuli, in charge of the Kazeroon section of the road, had 
Mr, Smart and the wounded hospital assistant taken to his camp at Shahpur and 
attended to by a Persian surgeon, He brought them into Kazéroon on the 29th 
Deowmber 

Whe casualties in this acti issing, one followe 
wounded, Me, Smart, the hospital ne follower, 

tthe ese als Colonel Danes dispateiod party of fifty 
ng of the second attack he himself left Shiraz on the 
With 100 men tot Dashtarjin and Kotal Duklter, 
On the 2nd J Major Birdvwood's party, with all its wounded, joined Colonel 
Douglus at Kotal Dukhier, and the whole force returned to Shinus without any further 
dont, arriving on the Sth January, 
Mukliber-es Sultaneh his: bee 
yet loft Tehran, Ih tin 
‘und ordor has been maintained at Shi 











































General of Fars, but has not 
vain-ul-Mulk continues to Le Deputy-Governor, 












anand Kain, 
ig to latest reports tho roads were safe as far as British merchandise were 






Aecordi 
concerned, 







Kerman, 














‘Tho town of Kerman is reported qu 

RifitiNizam (vide summary for Noveml 
ionate men employed hy the telegraph department. 

Recent reports state that the roads are in an unsatisfactory condition, and that 
officials of the telegraph department are frequently robbed when on tours of inspection, 





1911) continues in his attempts to 

























Kermanshal, 






‘Thore has been no figh 
15th December, and the to 
Since Salar-ed-Dowleh's urri 
Government, has been a refiy 


n the town since the arrival of Salar-ed-Dowleh on the 
10M" cet, 

val, Ave |-Dowleh, the representative of the Central 
in the British consulate, 























Mohammerah, 


Nizam-es-Sultanch arrived on the Ath January with the sheikh, and is staying at 
Mohammeral as his guest, 
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Alucaz, 


Reports etate that unrest in the district continues, 


5a ty plouah caravans arrive from and leave for Ispahan, the Bakhtiari oad 

Sid to be satisfactorily guarded. ‘The Bakhtincis have arranged for the Caan 
Amir Mujahid as Governor of Behbehan, which should tend te ennee ric sufety of the 
road, The present inactivity of the robber bands is said to bw dee the severity of the 





Lingah, 
Some 400 merchants and others, with their families, came into Lingahy dori 
November fromiLar. ‘hey sey that as’ tredo|has beau ats siyiccl iu domes fine 


Past at Tar they have let the place for good and intend settling as Lingle wer aie 
W. M. FORDHAM. Major, 
Military Attaché, 


—— SS 


(6081) No, 335. 


Fas) Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received February 12.) 













ing, my despatch No. 252 of 
of the southern roads, 1 hate reatved. ott 
between Shiraz and Ispahan, 
unsafe for the inspections of 
neighbourhood of Abadeh, ‘The cold weather 
oft th larger number of the robbers, and 

ember took advantage of orthwards of the squa ith 
{rope to Taba to hurry through their journey Fe pecans Re Oa 

Except for the nttae uzorun, T have no informati 

pate of the Bushire-Shiraz toad beyond a report froin the tala raph agont that i wes 
fairly safe, but that the road guards were exacting very heavy ded, 











‘The road b ‘most deplorabl 
a le state, owi t 
cormeiet, Naib Hussein and the depredations of wandering Bakhiicg i pa 
communi ith and central portions of Peisin was 





suspended on account of the refusal of the contractor to continue the service 
, 0 00 service in fica of 
the con ‘sustained in horses, éc., and of the reluctance of the Government 
satel been resumed, but the Belgian director of 


in, fall through unless he succeeds in coming to n 
Hussein, 





T have, &o. 
G. BARCLAY, 


ee ee 


(6035) No, 836, 


Sir G. Lowiher to Sir Edward Groy.—(Received February 12.) 
(So. 108, 
ir, A Constantinople, February 5, 1912, 
THAVE the honour to forward herewit a mm His Maleate 
sioeconl af Mol trananiting trations 0 and Soa ain aang 
in regard to Turkish activity on the Turco-Persian frontien SM ae 

Thave, &e. 

RARD LOWTHER, 
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Enelosure 1 in No. 336, 
Acting Vice-Consul. Hong to Sir G. Louther. 


ir, Mosul, January 12, 1912. 

I'HAVE the honour to transmit herewith translations of certain telegrams which 
Thaye been able to obtain. 

‘As regards the military expedition mentioned in Salar-ed-Dowleh’s telegram (vide 
osure No. 1), Trogret that t have no further information, but Tm trying to obfain 
it; itis possible’ that the telegram has had the desired effect and has stopped the 
‘expedition, 

UE eyo hers ae aft aie jhe pee eoeeie ie Bolsae Oboes (p88 
enclosure No ), it is surprising that the people of Soujboulak, who must be aware of 
it, should be #0 anxious to become Ottoman subjects ; perhaps their appeal was not 
spontaneous, 

ET Eg Bae nd nae We mena ee eh 
might have been expected, but this is probably due to the fact that they know they 
are doing the same thing themselves on a sinaller scale, 











Thave, &e. 
HENRY ©. HONG. 


Enclosure 2 in No, $36. 


Salar-ed-Douleh to the Sultan. 

‘Vranslation,) 
‘elographie,) 

A MILEAR 

Mahmoud Kh 

tivo Mosle 





Khanikin, 23 kianoun covel, 1327 (January 5, 1912). 
Y foroe is being sent from the vilayets of Mosul aud Bagdad to punish 
of the Oramanli Kurds, one of the tribes on the frontier of the 
His Majesty the Sultan is wrong in doing this, for, although 
Tiny havo. doae-aome Wa ig Yok a military expedition anne fl 
to hayo an evil effect on the erisis in Persia and’ will doubtless influence the political 
situation, Tam sure that His Majesty would not wish to cause trouble and bloodshed 
among Moslems at this juncture, My firm intention is to bring peace and prosperity 
to thu ich Tow govern; ind T hope to obtain the favour of God and the 
oor-will of | jeaty, relying on which I shall be guccessful. I pray your Majesty 
not to withhold your help in preventing bloodshed and_ political complications, and to 
onder the appoininent of commision of enquiry by both side, to wove the present 
dinioutey and provont the rstessness spreading to other tribes, 
L boy and pray your Majesty uot to allow our valued neighbour and co-religionist 
to bo tho eau of aggravating the evils fem which Pera is now suf 


BE DOWLEH KHWAH SALAR-ED-DOWLEH KAJAR. 











































in No, 936. 





Enelosu 


Translation of Telegrams from the People of Soujboulak, 


(1) 
To the President of the Ooman Chamber of Deputies. 





Pesswa, 22 kianoun evvel (January 4, 1912) 
wlik are in the depths of despair and Sorrow: 
nber to the Senate and the Chamber of Deputies and 
asking how we could give up our Persian nationality and become 
subjects, but we had no answer, so we sent another on the 25th to the 
id Vizier, but again we had no answer; and now the whole people of Souj- 
mosques, and decided to make a final despairing appeal 
r of Deputies to let is become Ottoman subjects. Our lives and 
are in di for the love of God answer us quickly by telegram os to 
nt will listen to our appeal. ‘The obedient people of Soujboulak await your 
h the utmost impatience and excitement, 



























props 
‘whet 
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(2) 
To the Grand Vizier, Said Pasha. 






ity Pessiea, 22 kianown eveal 
‘THE cruelty and injustice shown by the Russians a week ayo at Tabs ry 
s 4 a 
qparelling and fighting have produced a profound effect on tho loyal peo jeotthe 
rict of Soujboulal numbering over a million, We telegraphed beloro to the Sonate 
il the Chamber of Deputies about the solo refugo that is left to us, which is the 
Wate." of Ottoman nationality. | We have had no answer yet, and are vary gtieved 
We beg you to support ‘ur application to become Ottoman sihjects, We are avaiting 
= ile fa y and excitement, “Again we beseech you in the name of all 
igned) On behalf of all the people of Soujboulak and district 

THE NAIB OF THE VILAYET OF SOUJBOULAK, MIRZA At. 


Various signatures of merchants, schoolmasters, &e, 















————S——ee 










Enclosure 4 in No, 336, 
Translation of Telegram from Tdaré Memour at Soldus. 


‘Yo Mosul Vilayot, Pessiea, 28 kianoun cvvel (January 
THE gendarmerie force here only consists ‘of eloven ee ibatioa tate 
not enough. Mounted men are necessary. In the districts wider Van vilayet ench 
ices has under his command forty mounted infantry, and there. is an independent 
captain over every three of these units, It would be very advantageous the 
samo system were adopted here. But even if this cannot be arranged itis nocessan 
that the present foree here should bo changed for twenty eavalty ot twenty mounted 
gendarmes, commanded by an officer. I hope that orders inay be given to the effect, 
SOLDOUZ IDARE MULKID MEMOURL AVNE 

























a 














Enclosure 5 in No. 936, 









Telegram from Reshid-es-Sultanch, 
















Pesswa, 27 kianoun eveet 








our ancestors and fly, 
‘ither to God nor man 








they are responsible before God. 
for what may happen. I beg for an answer within 24 hours, 
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Enclosure 6 in No, 336. 


Telegram from Mahmoud Sherket Pasha, 


8 kianown evvel (December 21, 1911), 
‘To the Commissioner of the 2nd Division of the Persian Frontier at Suleimani¢h, 

‘THE Grand Vizierate has transmitted to the War Office a telegram, signed by 
over a thousand, from all the Moslem and Armenian inhabitants of Solduz, calling 
attention to the miserable plight of the villagers in the districts which are a subject of 
dispute between the two kingdoms, and asking that they may be saved, if not from the 
outrages of Agas under Turkish rule, at least from the aggressions of Ottoman officials 
who rule in a most arbitrary manner, Please report at once on this. 

(Signed) MAHMOUD SHEVKET, 
Minister of War. 





(6044) No. 337, 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived February 12.) 

No, 118.) 
in, Constantinople, February 7, 1912, 

AN reply to your telegrain No. 45 of the 5th instant, instructing me to join with 
my Russian colleague in urging the Ottoman Government to hasten the appotitment of 
the Turkish commissioners on the fortheoming Tureo-Persian Frontier “Commission, 
Thave the honour to inform you that the Minister for Foreign Affairs has more than 

Iendy givon mo to, understand that tho Turkish commissioners are practically 

appointed, and that official notification of the appointment hos merely bees deferred 
Pending receipt of news of the departure of the Persian mission, which was fixed for 
the 4th i 

“Tho Turkish commission will be composed as follows :— 


Adil Bey, Under-Secretary. to the Grand Vizierate; General Daniel Pasha, 
iu officer at present. en digponibilité, who is of somewhat advanced age, and has 
had commands in Syria and. Mesopotamia ; and Ali Pasha, presumably also an officer, 
whose identity T have as yet been unable to establish, 


‘Assim Bey has intimated to me in conversation that he fears there is little likelihood 
of the commission coming to any agreement here, and both his Excelleney and the 
Persian Ambassador are of opinion that the matter will have to be eventually referred 
to The Haguo Tribunal, 
Thave, &, 
GERARD LOWTHER, 





(6102) 338. 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeoived February 12.) 


« 48) 
ir St. Petoraburgh, career 7, 1912. 


ON the roovipt of your telegram No. 78 of the 2nd ‘instant L called by 
appointment on the Minister for Porvign Affiirs, but as his Excellency was too 
prose for time to be able to diseuss in detail the various points to bo comprised 

the joint communication to be addressed to the Persian Government, 1 loft with 

‘i aido-mémoire embodying your proposals, of which a copy is enclosed, 

M. Sazonof, however, told me that he had already instructed M. Poklewsky 

the text of a joint communication to be addressed to 

advising them to euiter into negotiations with the exShah 

ng him to leave Persia in return for the grant of @ pension 

and. the pi general amnesty. He could not, he said, accept the 
condition whieh you proposed to attach to the grant of persion, namely, that the 

hah should promise not to return to Persia without Russia's consent On m 
reininding his Excellency that he hud already (as reported in my despatch No, 34 of 
the Ist Bebruary) accepted this condition, M, Swzonof replied that as the Russian 
Government were not going to allow the ex-Shah to settle in Russia they could not 
‘sumo the responsiblity which such « condition would entail, more especially as they 
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Sid not wish to expose themselves a second time to being accused of conniving at his 
retum. 
of the py 
ice had categorie 
200,000. to the Persian Government.“ M. 
that he was not empowered by law to authori 
Iie to doo he would be take 
moreove 


; id, he said, alread 
instructed Mi kanque de Paris et dea Pays Bas as to whothee 
they would be prepared at an early date to make any advanced 66 the Poriag Gree 
Rit in convertion with the projcted large loan as, wore they to give m satsherey 
srl ae at, {his point, M. Kokovtsot woutd consider it a suficient gummanton: ood 
would agree to advunos the stun equi tenporaily, | T pressed M. Snzonot to write 
at onoe to M. Kokovteof, and to endeavour to obtalt his Gonsent to anadvonce eri 
Any Fite 100.0001 to meet the immediate requirements of the Demian Clovercmene, 
aud this his Excellency promised to do, ‘ 
Persil; Sazonof was at first inclined to insist that: no advance sbould be made to the 
Pemian Government until the latter had uosepted tho various condita whith wee 
Russian Government propose to attach to theit future eq 
that Government, T pointed out that the disouelon 
cecupy weeks or months, and that something 
financial embarmassments of the Persian Govern 
ot to make the first advance de 
‘would, however, he declared, have to 

gard to them before any further advan 
a Tange loan should bo eartied through, 

, Ou my calling on M. Sazonof this afternoon to executo the in 
it Your telegram No, 89 of the 6th instant, 
‘nuch difienlty, obtained M. Koko 

tho condition that the Russian share of 1000001, at 
Majesty's Government tind advanced their mare, 
conditions to this advance. beyond. those, inclu 

closed aide-mémoire; and he had already. 

nsidered those propasals quit i 
rogard to them as a matter of 


1 completed, 
to you that, in hie 
to finance both the 
venue to be handed 


not a loser, 
should be ta 


tit wou 
. Noetzlin, the 
for a participation in the loan, 1 
considerable financial relations wit 
touch, German eapital into the loan, 
In the course of our conversation M. Sazonof info ers hh 
already sent to withdraw the Russian troops ffom Kaavin teltesheent er® tad been 
Thave, &e, 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 
————— 
[1586] 


would introduce 


EBe 
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Enclosure in No. 338. 
Aide-mémoire. 


tion it rt is i ic jesty’s Government 

‘ew ant situation in Persia, His Britannic Majesty's x 

conilnr ot eens that the Russian and British Ministers af Tehran shold 
bbe authorised without delay to make the following proposals to the 


ment — 


1. In order to mect the immediate requirementsaf the Persian Government, Russia 
azul Great Britain wil advance conjointly the sum of 200,000, the expenditure of this 
un to bo supervised by the Treastrer-Goneral, and the British share of 100,000L to be 
ovoted. to te organisation of a gendarmerie in South Persia. His Beitann 
Majenty’s Government. would not object to an advance of 200,0002, by each 5 
SOs Gente suitinstacslnaes atten feel Ceneerert Aint 
2. That the wo Minister ould it m y ernie? 

ed Ali e requested to remove himself from Persia, and that 1 
or Gro Bilan wl ald any encouragement or eupport to His Majesty oF 


to.auy of his udlietoata. His Britennie Majesty Government egreo to/ his Excellency 
; gzestion that the drafting of the tex he communi nt 
Weise might be aN tothe tno epresiatife at Tabran, tho amount of the pension 
Hae by urmngement between the Persian Corman op ake eee 
on on which it wns granted being, as already arranged, that, His Majesty should 
promiso not to enter Persiun territory: without the consent of the Russian ‘Govern 


ments ‘That tho two Ministers should. propose to tho Persian Goverment the 


proclamation of w general amnesty, and that the Persian Government should dismiss 
{eis iogular forees when Mobamied Ali has left Bersian territory. ota, 
‘That the two Minster should express to tho Persian Government the 
un with them a scheme for the creation of stall Persian omy. 
That the two Ministers should request the Persian Government. to give an 
ngagement to conform to the principles of the Anglo-Russian convention of 1907. 
form of this request should be fot to the discretion of tho two Minister ea 
His Britannic Majesty's Governn opinion that the sltuaion wil ee 
bad to ors unlews suppor ie given to the Persian Government without further delay, 
‘They therefore earnestly trust that the Tmper eramgnt will consent to send 
Tibia is aL eekly explaining tha all other questions such. as that of the 
Cossick Brigade, the Senate, and the conclusion of a loan should be lett for cons 
Tater 0 


St, Petorsburgh, January 21 (Bebruary 3), 1912. 





{6103} No. 339. 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 12.) 


St. Petersburgh February 1918 
VITH reference to your telegram No, 77 of the 3rd instant, T have the honour to 
GNU var MNT Copy At a vetale latte whishil dye rocevol fom the 
RUBIN HHetae Tor Ree son the subject of the Tureo-Persian Frontier 
Commission at Constantinople, of 
Tease ORGE W. BUCHANA: 
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Enclosure in No, 339. 
M. Sazonof to Sir G, Buchanan. 


tion de communiquer 
finorsky. 


iquer 
Ho sus 


de erois du reste quil sorat plus prudent peut-tre de sie pas remetire trop de 
Tarcrians entre los mains des délégués porsans, car, si ces derniors so voient obliees 
avoir réquemment recours aux deux ambassades pour obtonit los donnies et lowe 
font néoessaires, ce fait les metira dans uno cartalne dépondance des deus. reyee, 
sentants & Constantinople, qui pourront ainsi exercer aveo plis de facilité lous ialeeres 
sur eux, 

at appr ave plaisir Ia décision du Cabinet de Londres Waitacher Mn, Shiploy 
§ TAmbassado britannique & Constantinople, et jo m'emprosse de vous dive avinotse 
Tease hagas Lintention dans lo méime but de donner un poste 4 Ambussade do 
Russie d ML Minoraky, qui eat trés versé dans la quostion du litge untco-porsan, 

Quant dla carte annexée au rapport de Mr, Shiploy ot M: Minorshy, none avons 
AG autorisé M Poklewsky d'en remettre une copie au Gouveraoment porsun die 
C48 copies, qui sont ea train d’étro faites & Tillis, lui aeront parvenues, Il vu gone deg 
fie, navs Mavons aucune objection A co que Sir George Barclay en fusee uavene 
Horsqu'il sera en possession des exemplaires qui lui sont envoyés do Londres 

Croyer, Xe, 
SAZONOR, 





(6105) No. 340, 


Sir. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received February 12, 
(No. 45.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, Mebruary 8, 1912, 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith a translation of a communiqa fron the 
Hperial Ministry of Koreiga Affairs, ax published in thy "Ocal Messager” today, 
stating tha it has boon found netoasaly: to send troops to Astrabud, Burfiush, and 
Meshedesser to protect the lives and roperty of Russian subjocta in these district, 
have, &e, 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 
ae 


Enclosure in No, 340, 
Communiqué. 


ALT following communiqué from the Imperial! Ministry of Foreign Attire ie 
Published in the “Official Messenger” dated tho 26th January (8h ebay), 18a ce 


“The Russian consul at Astrubad. has notified an outbreak of serious disorder in 
the province of Mazandaran, which has given rise to the committal of mumlen aac 
of pillaging: |The local authorities appeared to be helpless and unable te take ny 
the leet cad tbsalute anarchy commenced in the district, boing further inoressed Ky 
the locality in question being the aroua of the struggle Lergeee Shia Mohaminad 
Ali and the supporters of the Government. Much diconlen ant indiscipline prevails 
Atongst the forees of the Shah, and the Turkomans and othet adherents of ile Shah 
are only with difficulty restrained from pillaging the towns of Harfvush and Sart 

‘Tie reslt of this sate often Eee ‘4 complete cessation of local trade and 
Wholesale bast by merchants, i fear of their lives, at the consular ageney in Baril 
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In view of the evident danger for the lives and property of Russian subjects, and also 
for the interests of our institutions there, the consul, considering the troops at his 
disposal (two sotnias of Cossacks with two machine guns) insuficient, begged the 
urgent dispatch of reinforcements. Simultaneously, representatives of several large 
Moscow ee on ade mith Mazandaran’ telographed to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs soliciting the defence of their interests. Tn view of the above, the 
necesaary instructions have been given for the dispatch to Astrabad of two companies 
of infantry with two machine guna and two mountain guns, of one company with two 
machine guns to Barfcush, and one company to Meshedesser.” 





(6267) No. 341. 
India Ofice to Foreign Offce—(Received February 12.) 


India Office, February 10, 1912. 
Joronce to Mr, Langley's letter, dated the 28th October last, and to an 
ich has been received from the Government of India as to the adjustment of 
1z in respect of the employment in Persia of the Indian troops who 
‘been, recently dispatched to that country, T am directed to stato, for the 
information of Sir E, Grey, that, in view of the nature and amount of this 
expenditure it would appear to be more appropriate to adjust it by quarterly claims on 
the Imporial Government than to include it in the annual claims of diplomatic and 
consular oxpenditure in Persia, whieh, as you are aware, are not adjusted for more than 
fu year after expenditure has been incurred ; and that he aecordingly proposes, subject 
to the concurrence of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to instruct the 
Government. of India to forward quarter by quarter claims against His Majest 
Governmout for half the total expenditure incurred on the troops in question. As 
decision in this matter affects the figures of the Goverument of India’s budget for 
1912-18, of which the preparation has to be complet the 20th instant, I am to 
roquest that the definite assent of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, to the 
‘above proposal may be obtained and communicated to this Olfice, if possithe by the 
16th instant, 
Tam, &. 
R. RITCHIE. 





[6307) No. 
Imperial Bank of Pevvia to Rorcign Ofice—(Received February 12.) 


25, Abehureh Lane, London, February 10, 1912. 
we the honour to acknowledge your ‘of the th instant, recei 
this morning, enclosi ieque for 50,0008, which, with a further 60,000, roc 
from the Indin Offic y telegraphed to our chief monager in Tehran to 
Hold atthe disposal of Sie George Barely. 
hav 
SYDNEY ROGERS, Sub-Manager. 





(6265) No. 343, 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 12.) 


‘Velographie Tehran, February 12, 1912. 
‘ST. PETERSBURGIL telegram No. 44 of 7th February, last paragraph. 


Russian Minister has heard nothing of any recent orders for the ‘withdrawal of 


tho Russian troops from Kazvin to Resht. 


Possibly Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs was referring to movement of troops 
reports! iit my telegram No. 5 of Ist January ; since then movements of troops reported 


tome have been rather from Resht to Kazvin than from Kazvin to Resht. 


t they encourage 
argh.) 


ee ee 


{6009} No, 345. 


& “ich Sir Laward Grey to Sir G, Barelay, 
‘elegraphic.) is 
FOUIE grin No 1 “ Re Foreign Office, February 12, 1912, 
a rostances Mr. Knox had better remain at 
Shiraz for the 
present, 


= eer 
(6624) No. 346, 


(No. 113.) Sir Edward Grey to Sir (, Buchanan, 


(Telegraphie.) 
AE talent No. 117/08 15h February to Fey, a 


February 12, 1912, 
ment : a vango to. Persian’ Governe 
‘Ou may inform Minister for Forei 


in regard to Russian advance, “igo AMuirs of above and urge him to aot similarly 


No. 347, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


Porei Ke 
Runen eee February 12, 1912, 


country), T 
a foes Kanye an 
upon a disp 
ernment, desire to 
1, ‘ver possible without 
‘ehran, No, 118.) 


ee ee 


(1536) 
3K 
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[6397] No, 348, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 18.) 


ea) ‘St. Petersburgh, February 10, 1912. 
°™ | HAVE the honour to report that the “Novoe Vremya” of the 9th February 
publishes a sharp attack on the pliy of tho Russian Goverament in Pera. Tt saya 
that the contemplated withdrawal of the too fom Kagvin and reduction of the free 
at Tabreea will bring things back to the situation that they were in before the Tabreez 
ident, ‘This looks as if their stay of five weeks had worked wonders in restoring 
cries bt unvtonaely this is far om ing Ue cas. ‘The dipatch of troops to 
Mazandoran tlle ditrent ale, ‘Thess soops wil presumably sither have to fa 
aga the oxhalis fores or drive His Majesty into somo other part of Persia where 
there wre no Russian troops, which in its tur may necessitate the dispatch of a 
expedition, : ; soe co naaatas 
What is required, according to the writer of the article, is a temporary 
milliacy oseupatien by Ramin and Gest Brtatn until order ng been restorod, Under 
the protection of the combined forees and with the assistance of European instructors 1 
plics foro» should be formed, and arrangements should be made for an army, for proper 
nasil aninstation, fr aw courts ad for national elation. ‘The funds nese 
for thse frm sould he urine ule a guarantee othe natural rears of tho 
conntey, without admitting nancial adventures to participate, The article clenes by 
imying that the Russian Ministry for Forvign Adairs is, a8 usual, taking steps without 
any thought or care for consequences. 




















Thave, &e, 
eGEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 










(6387) 
Persia Committee to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received Pebruary 13.) 


4, Chester Place, Regent's Park, N.W., 
Pebruary 12, 1912. 
ds of thie situation in Persia have been receiving the anxious considera~ 
tion of our committeo, and we have the honour to submit to you the conclusions at 
hich we have arrived, We feel that the time is ripe for such a solution of existing 
dithieulti Il contain the elements of permanence. 
a Hie nualist y's Government and that of Russia may 
to which our committee attaches th greatest importance 
» the futuro of the ex-Shah Mohammed Ali and the withdrawal of the Russian 
tlhe pl Guaic tan pu cla cs Maen Geer a HCO hich 
concerns the Persian Government, but it is also one of the utmost urgency 
1, Under the protocol of 1909 our own Government and that of Russia undertook 
that the ex-Shah, while in exile in the Crimea, should abstain from all. political 
agitation against Persia, and tho Rossin Government undertook to take efetive steps 
> provent such agitation, Tn return, the Persian Government granted a pension to 
thvocstnks Mist vse diilaie tite Ula poaion sould Kolin i the ex Shah 
should Tease Russia and intrigue agsinst cho Persian Government. | When the ex Shah 
oturned to Persia in July of last yenr and led an armed force against the Government, 
th two Powers notited the Persian Governmont that the exShak had forfeited all 
claitns to his pension. Under these « we trust that His Majesty's Govern 
niont will not be a party to any pressure n Government to cont 
pay’ pension to the ex-Shah on condition 8 the country, “Dot Po 
are under an honourable obligation to do all they properly can to get the exShah out 
of Porsia, and we submit that the question of the contingent payment of a pension to 
him should be left entiroly within the discretion of the Persian Government, which has 
incurred very largo expenditure in suppressing, j 
Ee ade the future of the exshah, the gi iarantees given by the two Powers to, 
09 having been proved insullicient, it will be necessary to strengthen these 
guarantees, Tt is essential that the Persian Government should be relieved of any fear 
of a repetition by the ex-Shal of his former proceedings. | We trust that the measures 
nov to be taken by the two Goveruments, as signatories of the protocol of 109, will be 
framed in such a manner as to secure this result effectively, and that they will be 
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‘accompanied with assurances to the Persian Government that the ex-Shah will in no 
Circumstance be recognised as Shah of Persia, Upon a permanent solution of this 
nature the future peace of the country greatly depends, 

2. In view of the assurances given to His Majesty's Government by that of Russia 
at the time of the issue of the recent ultimatums to Persia that, if their terms wore 
accepted by the Persian Government, the Russian expeditionary forco would be with. 
drawn, we trust that His Majesty's Government will secure the immediate withdrawal 
of this foree and of any troops which were sent to Persia in connection with these 
events or subsequently. 

As regards the remaining Russian troops and the small British force in the south 
of Persia, we would ask that their withdrawal should be effected as promplly as 
possible, concurrently with the organisation by the Persian Government of a force of. 
gendarmerie. 

3, The power to select. a successor to Mr. Morgan Shuster wa must continue to 
regard as one of the sovereign rights of Persia which were guaranteed by the Anglo. 
Russian Convention, and Upon which especial stress was, lid in the assurances given 
to the Persian Government by His Majesty's Minister in ‘Tehran in Septembor 1907. 
But the Persian Government would no doubt be well advised in consulting the desires 
of Great Britain and Russia in making the selection, and the two Powers aro in a 
position to render Persia valuable assistance in finding a thoroughly qualified 
organiser for the department of finance. We feel sure that it must be recognised 
to be an essential qualification for any successor to Mr, Shuster that ho should not 
have boon involved in the disputes which have taken place im conseeton calle hon 
administration of the Porsian ‘Treasury. Further, that he should possess the confidence 
of the British mercantile community as well as of the tnereantilo community of Russia. 
‘We are reluctant to believe that the Russian Government would fail to recognise tho 
reasonableness of these requirements, With a view to increasing, the control by tho 
Persian Government over its finance department, we would also suggest that’ they 
should obtain the services of a foreign expert ay auditor-genoral of finance, including 
thie Customs. 

4. With regard to the reports appearing in the press that proposals for a loan 
are being made to the Persian Government by i 























; od over the Persian 
Government to conclude any loan until the new ‘Medjliss has been convoked and a new 


We haye, &, 
HF. B. LYNCH, Chairman, 
EDWARD G. BROWNE, Vice-Chairman, 
FREDERICK WHELEN, Hon, Scerctary, 





(6426) 





. 350, 
India Office to Vorcign Ofice,—(Received February 13.) 


THE Under-Secretary of Siate for India prosents his compliments to the Under= 
retary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of the 
Sccrotary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated tho 12th February, 
1012, regarding the Mohammerah-Khoremabad Railway. 

India Ofice, February 13, 1912, 


———— 












Enclosure in No. 


Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe, 


(elegraphic:) P, 

ELEASE refer to your telegram dated the Ist January, 1912, regard 
from Moliammerah to Khoremabiad, As desired, wo have examined the project. No 
efinite opinion can be given as to line's commercial probabilities owing to fusuflictoney, 
and vagueness of the available data; we agree, however, that line's commercial suecess, 
and its ability to rival the route frou Bagdad to the Gulf, are doubtful. For views on 
Projected line, please also refer to my telegram dated the 23rd February, 1011, and 





ing railway 
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Gespatch from Government of India of the same date. Construction of metre gauge 
ine for estimated cost is not thought possible by our railway experts, who state 
emphatically that Wilson’s figures as regards earnings of line are unduly optimistic, 
and that line will not pay. ‘They consider that, provided a substantial portion of 
TRerntanshil traffic could be secured, constraction Gf Mobaramerab-Diaful seation holds 
out a fairer prospect of proving remunerative, Construction of this section would 
apparently be easy and cheap. 








(6357) No. 351. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 13.) 
(No, 113, 
ilographic) Tehran, February 13, 1912. 


MY tolegram No. 729 of 22nd December last year. 3 

His Majesty's consul at Kermanshah reports that a Government force arrived 
on 8th February, and that Salarsed-Dovloh has fled. 

Avamn-od-Dowlch, lately acting governor, who was in bast, has left the consulate. 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh and Government of India.) 











[6783] 


Papers communicated by Lord Errington, February 13, 1912, 






qa) 
M. Tunrettini to Lord Bevington, 
Mon chor Lord, Paris, le 5 féorier, 1912. 

VOUS trouverez cisinelus copie d'une dépéche regue samedi dernier de M, Nicolae 
Raffalovich & Saint-Pétorsbourg ot de celle que nous lui expédions ce soir. 

Nous avons envoyé notre dépéche i Ia suite d'une visite que nous avons. reue 
do son Excellence M. Isvolsky, qui est: vem nous exprimer combien il sorait politique 
dio notro part d'aceéder au désir exprimé par le Gouvernement russe par Yentremize 
do M. Rallalovieh, 

M, Tavolsky 
méme démarehe 

















1s a dit que Ambassadeur do Russio & Londres était chargé de la 
Hols Supposons done que vous aurez été abordé de votre cdté 
Jos Russes parnissent attacher une grande importance & fairo disparaitre de Ta 
sodne la maison Seligman, admottant, eependant, que Yon pourrait dans la suite lui 
donner wie participation une fois Vaffairo constituée en dehors delle, 
Je continuera & vous tonir au courant du cours suivi, et yous prie dagir de méme 
de moi. 

















Croyez, &e. 
ALBERT TURRETTINE. 





.) 


Teate du Télégramme adresse par M. Raffulovich, Sai 


-Pétersbourg, dM. Bénac, 
Te 3 fiévrice, W12. 








MINE Affaires res Uéligraphie avanthier Ambassadeur de 
Russio, Pu ‘bas si disposée emprunt persan. 
Question devenue aigué, car Gouvernement russe, Gouvernement anglais intention 
avancer Perse immédiatement 100,001. chacun. 
Si Paribas disposéo verser 100,002. part ru 
SUF emprunt, : 
Ministiro des Affaires Mtrangéres, désirant réaliser emprunt par consortium 
Société Etudes ‘Transpersan, demandera, de concert avec Gouvernement anglais, 
incluro concession transpersane conditions emprunt, 








e, possible stipnler droit préférence 
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Ministre des Finances insi icati Rice 
Sagat rest autre grape St" application conditions préalables laborées aveo 
es conditions le. prine) ‘ ft 
revenus Controle» "ot" 721° Principal Banque de Préis de Perso, ‘Trésor, perception 


Emprant 5 pour cent sera émi 

is en doux tranches 2,000,001, chactne, 
2,200,000. effectuées conversion do Yemprunt ancien on reece 

2 » dont 1 pour cent Banquo de Pro 

Garantie surplus ‘douanes monnaies e dbissiny apes 
oi mavinaisons division emprunt entre éléments russes, frangais, anglais 


—————— 


(3) 


Texte du Télégramme adressé Bénac a a 

é par M. Bénao dM. Poutilof, Saint-Pét " 

Fee lof, Saint-Pétersbourg, 
VEUILLEZ ii ricliavonsal cee F 

renenaty Seneca Malay ‘ich avons déclaré Ambassadeur quo Paribas disposée 


Gouvernement russe rT sit i 
pa ot “ ru exprime tel désir, érons 
‘écessaire informiex Kokovtsoft avant nouvelles damarhor nC) a Considéron 





(4) 
Lord Revelstoke to M. 1 ini, 
My ie i aariottin i ae February 6, 1912. 
AWE to thank you for your letter of yesterday's dato, with ee ein 
eee yesterday's dato, with its interesting 
im Hentog ae palaces: from M. Raffalovich ‘toM. Bénae 5 also of a telegram 
% have heard nothing whatever of the business to which the: 
oth a ee 80 ni 
cither from the Tatil Foreign Office or from the Russian Embussy hres Teen 
omit vening, and will let you know their result at the earliest 








Believe mo, &e. 
REVELSTOKE, 
—<——— 


) 


Lord Revelstoke to M. Turvettini. 





Dear M. Turron, 
SINCE ‘writing to you yesterday [ hay: 
enquiries as to the position of alfaies Inroga gS ket te 


Pebruary 7, 19 
opportunity of” making 











nat to en ion to carry on the machinery of government, 
crhagan ete b han advaneo is to bo guatanteod, or ne te 

0 sia, such as you were 
nothing has yet transpired, but 1 
ther consideration by tho British 





th the proposed ay mention that, a 
have larsome ng ee eee nose oat T may mention that, as Messta, 


it is to be anticipated that the Fo 





; ti Seligman 
ion with the British and Persian authori 











t eign Office will feel themselves under 
ee) ice will feo) 8 vinden a 
finally be deciled open ptarter for any Porsian finaneial operations ich may 


be decided upon, Twill 
ovelopments of this business whieh manos 





Keep you acquainted with any further 
come to my knowledge, 
Yours faithfully, 
REVELSTOKE, 


(1536) 
[1536] aL 
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(6) 
Bénac to Lord Revelstoke. 





Milord, L1, Rue de Milan, Paris, le 9 fécrier, 1912 

M. TURRETTINI m’a communiqué votre lettre du 7 févrior an projet 
@emprunt persan, Je vous remercie des renseignements que vous nous donnex et 
je vous demande la. permission de compléter ceux qui vous ont été déja fournis. 

‘Comme vous le savez, la maison Seligmann a été miso en rapport aveo Je 
‘persin par Mr. Schuster. Les attaches de cette maison avec la place de 
jue 10 patronage de Mr. Schuster, ont déterminé le Gouvernement 
un veto absolu et définitif & Popération projetée par MM. Seligman, 
On alt SaintPGtorsbourg que votre Gouvernement est disposé & soutenir les 
prétontions do MM, Seligimann, et Vidéo de confier Vompront an Syusieat d'Etudes du 
Mranspersan est nde du désir qu'avait M, Sazonof de substituer & Ia maison Seligman 
un groupe dans lequel les intéréts russes et anglais fussont également représentés. 

Dans la conversation que j'ai eue récemment avec M. Sazonof, j'ai indiqué combien 
iL-sorait difficile d’amener votre groupe & favoriser Veviction d'une maison qui est aussi 
Anglaize qu'américaine, et jai dit quien tout cas il serait nécessaire de donner une 
participation A la maison Seligmann. Ceci ne souldverait pas de difficulté, Des 
Thstructions ont di dire envoyces 4 AM. de Benckendorif pour que le Gouvernement 
‘anglais soit suisi de la combinaison transactionnelle suivante :— 











Gouvernome 
New York, ain 
russe & oppose 

















comme base des arrangements & faire aveo a Perse Is contrat 


On pre i 
Jouvernement persan traiterait avec 1a Banque russe de 


Schustor-Seligm 7 
Prots ct avec "Imperial Bank of Persia, ct ces deux établissemonts rétrocéderaiont 


Vomprunt i un groupe anglo-franco-russe, qui serait précisément le Comité d'Etudes 
du Transporsan, 

Lomprint, qui s'élévernit &:2 millions de livres, aveo option sur une tranche dé 
2 autres millions do livres, serait gagé par les douares, la monnaie, wn impdt foncier, 
&o. Crest pour attondre la réalisation de eet emprunt qu‘il serait question do faire 
Vavance dle 200,000. dont on nous a parlé, 

L'Ambassae rnsse & Paris va tecovoir incossamment le texte du contrat Schuster 
Soligmann. Dis quo j'en connaitrai la teneur, je m’empresserai de vous en informer. 

Veuillez, &e. 

ANDRE BENAC, 














@) 


Tord Revelatoke to M. Bénac. 


February 12, 1912. 
T HAVE. the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Oth instant. 
Twill take the earliest opportunity of communicating with the Secretary of State 


My dear M, Bénac, 


{will take measures to find out without delay what is the exact 


for Foreign Affairs, it 
T confess, however, that it seems to 


position as far a4 Hritish interests are concerned, 
Ine that difficulty may atise as to the Schuster-Seligmann contract being taken ovor and 
Tianded to other quarters. As Thave already ventured to point out in my letter of the 
Tih to M, Turrettini, it is very possible that the Foreign Office will feel themselves 
Pound to adliore to Heir negotiations with Messrs. Seligmann, but I will find out what 
is the actual position, and will keep you duly advised. 

With reference to the telegram from M, Raffalovich of the 3rd and your answer 
Sth, it would be interesting to hear whether you have actually made the 
‘of 100,002, referred to in these messages, or if the advance, if indeed already 
le, has been arranged direct by the Russian Government. 

Beliove me, &e. 

REVELSTOKE. 































‘agtually 
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ey) No. 353, 
(80.56) Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 14.) 
(Celegraphic} 


St. Peteraburgh, Februar 
Sit. & hancrays telegram No, 109 of 10th mee Bere Me Lele 
vag Minister for Foreign Affairs told me today that the Russian consol at Astrabad 
had ‘been instructed to tell ex-Shah in tho clearest terms, im reply. to his. lato 
fominaniation, that Is eauae was quits hopeless aud that only advice vwhigh the 
or aietieensr ive lim was to leave Poin atone, in which ease they 
___His Excellency also told esced in Shuj 
fiven anther post and being replaced by Spada ees 1 Stvle-ed-Doweh ong 








(6563) No. 354, 
mer) Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Haward Grey.—(Received February 14,) 
(Telegraphic.) St, Peteraburgh, February 14, 1912, 


T COMMUNICATED to Minister for Foreign Afhirt to-day. toms’ of your 


tek N it 
felegram No. 116 of 12th February, and asked if withdrawal of troops had gotte 


His Excollenoy said that orders had already been sent, and that he believed that 


withdrawal had. q i 
Githdrawal had begun. ‘They would in any caso all leave ‘Kazvin within a very short 





[6564] No, 355, 
eis Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Hatoard Grey.— (Received Pebruary 14.) 
‘Telegraphic.) 


FOUR tologram No. 113 of 12th Febranry, 3° Ptoreourah, February 14, 1912, 


Ministor for Foroign Affairs told mo that Mini 
2 4 t Ministor of Fi i 
that of interest ld na! be lower tan 8 per Sue HUA ay 
vernments should adopt a uniform rato, he would indwc educe i 
to 7 per cent, He would consequently instruct Ttosan Alnster to afange ths 
ton with SiG. Burlay on the hast which you hut suggested ee 
accoligitsy however, he said, be understood tht this advanco was conditional on th 
scceptance ly the Persian Government ofthe ive propos recorded in. your talogese 
Xo 1 of gal Faia, ore pecs ofthe Ait, with regard to: AnglonRecen 

. n bis intention all al 
afer tho other question such as Senate, Cossack Dee as, er as eee 
nh ln on came wp fo dixon ges 

lid not D y's views i i i 

ny beet Minot make his Wscelleny's vows on this point sulisnty clear in 


SaSSneneeeeeee 
(6566) No. 356, 
Sir @. Buchanan to Sir Baward Groy.—(Received Pebruary 14.) 














(Seen) 
‘elegraphic.) St. Pet F 
TOUR teeram No, 69 of 10th Fabromry to Conetantinag mary Uh, 1012. 
to my enqui w for Foreign Affairs said that Turki 
hago far said nothing to him aboot escort or caravans, but reine 
‘ot beable to use language which Si G. Lowther had ‘boo instructed to held tn 
lich Russia had been forced to take for the safety of her own Many 


ee ee eee eee 
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No. 357. 
Mr. Lynch to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received February 15.) 


Sir, 33, Pont Street, London, February 14, 1912. 
I HAVE the honour to enclose, for your confidential information, a scheme for the 
olicing of the Bushiro-Ispahan trade route, which T am to-day submitting to the 
Bossi Govonimaat niih a rsqiees thst stones Da plas nia onaadiate eect, 
‘The initial sum roquired is not very great, and the increase in the customs duties, after 
the schemo has been in operation for six months, ought to provide the Persian 
Government with a sufficient surplus to meet the subsequent cost. 

‘Tho scheme is based upon the results of my own enquiries upon the spot some 
‘ears «igo into the working of the gendarmerie systems of Bosnia-Herzegovina and of 
Macedonia: Mujor Giokes tne very: andl) given vie aosstance tn aiestne tiene 
results to the local conditions in Persia, 

As regards the other two principal trade routes in the South of Persia, namely, the 
caravan road through the Bakhtiari country, which my own firm constructed some 
yoars ago, and the Bagdad-Kermanshah road, the difficulties which have to be over- 
come on those two roads are of a differont nature, Tn the case of the Bagdad route, its 

resent insecurity is mainly due to the operations of the ex-Shah’s brother, Salar-ed- 
Dowleh, in thoso regions. ‘The early removal from the scene of the ex-Shah and his 
brother ought to have the effect of restoring the security of the Bagdad route. ‘The 
caravan road across the Bakhtiari country is unsafe owing to the fact that so great a 
number of fighting men have been removed to the North of Persia to combat the 
ox-Shah. Hero, again, normal conditions are likely to provail when the ex-Shah has 
loft the country and the Bakhtiari tribesmen arg enabled to return to their homes. 

T ould venture to express the hope that His Majesty's Government. may see their 
‘way to approach the Porsian Government with a view to securing compliance with the 

ions of this scheme, or of a similar scheme, and ils execution without delay. 
Tam, &e, 
H. F. B. LYNCH. 


6633} 






































nclosure in No. 357. 





Scheme for the Policing of the Bushire-Tspahan Trade Route. 





General Considerations. 
‘THE Bushire trade route consists of two main stages :— 


From 2 (180 miles), and 
» Shiraz to Ispahan (about 315 











‘The country between Shiraz and Ispahan is more open and less mountainous tha 
country between Shi and Bushire; it is therefore better adapted to the operat 
nnted men. On the other hand, itis not so much infested by robbers, and would 
presiimably, have to bo polteed to anything like the same extent, 
‘The scheme it below is based upon the experience of the Austrian Govern- 
in Rosnia-Horzogovina—an extremely mountaiious country, whi 
Dy hostile bands when the Anstri overnment took over the adm 
country after the signature of the Treaty of Berlin, They tried other schemes first, but 
this alone proved efficacious. Of course they were combating organised bands rather. 
than small groups of robbers, From all accounts there would appear to be bands of 
similar nature, though not to the same extent, on the Bushire-Ispala 
‘Tho priveiplo upon which the tcheme reposes is that of str 
bands by imitating their own tactics, The bands overawe the population by the 
unexpected nature of their visits, In the same way the mounted columns of 
ndarmerie turn up in wholly unexpected places, and the band never knows when it 
will be overtaken by the mobile column of gendarmerie. 
T understand that there telephone service on the Bushire-Isp: 
would greatly assist the operations of the mounted columns. 
J understand that 200 gendarmes, accompanied by three Swedish officers, two of 
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whom speak Enghsh, were to have left Tehran for Shiraz on the 1. 
sgendarmes are divided into companies of about 100 men apices, ee tate 
commanded by a exptain at a pay of 75 tomans a-month, and two lieutenants ay ene 
of D0 fomans azmonth each. ‘he horses and their keop are extra, eee 
__ lt may not be very easy to improvise a force of the strenaih giv i 
quite true that gendarmes take a fairly long period to train, Peet baler, we 
they have to meet brooks of no delay; it ought to be possible to engage men with 
Srperience of fighting and with fairly good characters 10 the number Gives bolee 
without any delay, leavin their more detailed training to a Inter period 
lave not estimated for the pay of the European c 
that such officers re already in Perela ahd their pay provided gee eee eretand 
{a estimating the eost of the scheme I have assumed that the Persian Government 
may lave to buy the arms with which to equip the force. If the Persian Government 
already: possess suficient arms all this expenso may bo mived. Under eened 
expenditure I havo also estimated both for a summer and a. winter kit. T hare ot 
assumed that all the horses will have to be bought, This gives mo my initist sania 
Girenditure, To this [have added six months’ pay for the entire forve, Tater 
that after the lapse of six months the customs receipts will show a. very considerate 


itp, which ought to be sufficient for the payment of the forco after the frst eis 











Strength, Character, and Distribution of Force. 


The total strength of the force would be 1,500 men, including off i 
force, 400 men would be mounted. 1,000 men, including 400 mountel wootd te 
distributed over the section Bushire-Shiraz, and 500 amen, including 100 worse, 
Tou gPs apportioned to. the Shiraz—Iepaban section. ‘The mounted’ men would ie 
pied into squadrons of 100 men to each aquadron. ‘These squadrons I shall en 








1. Bushire-Shiras Scetion, 

‘This section would be divided into four sub-sections of 45 mil i 
i a for each soction, 

A flying squadron of 100 mounted men would be apportioned to cach guvec itn as 
rost of the force, amounting 10 600 gendarme, werkt be iether le seat The 


f ld he distributed in vill i 
Specially constructed blockhouses in bodien of filly gendarmos.apiens, te geek 
give @ gendarmerie post fifty men strong. for every stage of 15, miles. I woe 


probably be found convenient that there should always be thisty 
twenty men on patral duty on this stage, SS DY AY men at tho post, and 


2. Shiraz-Tepahan Section, 





Cost of the 





1, Carmat, Expenditure, 
1,500 rifles at 81, apicco if 












500 horses at 10/, apiece |! +e soap 
Unreal quent a i permaiy 4500 
Toul cata expedite nn. 
2. YeARLY Maintenance, 
Pay for 500 monnted men, including keep of horses, at 17 tomans, or & 
sail mth a i yd pee Ser pra) 7 OBB a) 
Otters 0 eaptaan year, 20 anaes at 1% 
IDL aonth or 120 pat ee 
Tea anol apeiore i300 
“ = aaa 
‘tal deiaton on the hanes, 





4 kit, ont 
yer nh 






‘Total annual expenditure, including cost of renewals 


[1536] 
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In order to puit this scheme into execution it is evident that, unless the Persian 
Government have sufficient rifles, an initial capital expenditure of 14,000. will be 
required. It would, further, probably be advisable to ear-mark a sum sufficient for the 
payment of the wages of the force for six months—a sum of 20,000L., or, say, 21,000L 
Mhe Persian Government would, therefore, have to find at once a sum not exceeding 
35,0001. ‘This the Persian Government onght to be able to do without any very 
‘great difficulty. 











(6695) No. 358. 
India Office to Foreign O fice —(Received February 15.) 


Sir, India Office, February 15, 1912. 

WITH reference to correspondence ending with your letter of the 23rd August, 
1911, in regard to consular establishments in Persia, Iam directed to enclose copy 
of a telegram from the Government of India as to the deputation to Persia of 
Mr, J. B, Wood, of the Indian Political Department, to make certain enquiries locally, 
448 a preliminary. to the submission of proposals for the reduction of expenditure. 

Fr viow of tho nocossty for tho fssue of early order, if Mr, Wood, as is proposed, 
is to start for Persia about the middle of the present month, the Marquess of Crewe 
will bo glad to reecive an expression of the views of Sir B, Grey on the proposals of 
tho Government of India, Should he approve, sanction will be given to these 
recommendations ot the understanding that the necessary stops will he taken hereaftor 
to seciire an agreement on the part of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury to bear 
a moiety of the cost of Mr. Wood's deputation, which is estimated at about 3971 
oxclusive of travelling expenses, 




















Thave, &. 
LIONEL ABRAHAMS. 


inclosure in No. 358. 


Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


(elographic) 1, February 8, 1912. 
REDUCTION of establishmonts in consulates in Persia, Before. submitting 
report referred to in paragraph 3 of our despatch dated the 6th July, 1911, 
‘and issuing final ordors on the sub msider it desirable that suitability’ of our 
proposils, which include introduction of system of office allowances somewhat 0 
Tiseu of that obtaining io eotsulates uador Loadan Foreign Oftn, aigul 
‘on spot by experienced officer, who would explain system to local author 
and mect their objections , and consider practicability of effecting further 
reductions. Por this purpose we propose to depute Wood, now temporary additional 
Sccretary to Govorument of India in the Foreign Department, whose services will be 
available about the 18th February, ‘Terms will be salary on time scale plus usual 
deputation and travelling allowances, and deputation will last about two months. 
Small establishment will also be required. ‘Total cost of proposals will be about 
00 rupees, excluding travelling allowances. 

We trust your Lordship will be pleased to sanction this proposal, and that the cost 
bo bome by Home and Indian revenues in equal shares. We should be glad of 
orders hy telegram, xd, Wood should start about the middle of February, 
as it is important t should be introduced on the Ist April. 






















































(6696) No. 359. 





Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 15.) 





(No, 115.) 
(elegraphie) Tehwan, February 15, 1912, 

RUSSIAN consul-general ut ‘Tabreez, who finds Shuja-ed-Dowleh a useful tool, is 
‘nig that Porsian Government be pressed to appoint him as Governor of Azerbaijan. 
s idea is most repugnant to the n Government, who would regard the appoint- 
nent under the pressiire of the Ri vernment of this man, who has been in 
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Tebellion against them, and whom they assert to be still plotting agai 
abdication of Persian sovereignty in Averbatias, eee aes 

Russian Ministor sees that the objections of the Persian Government a1 
Teasonable, and is not supporting. his consul-general, though he is suggest 
Government that tho (?nddance] of Shuja should be accorded only as'a qu 
for ap inereoo of Cosack. gale 

ipshdar is the Persian Government's candidate for tho post. One would have 

thought that he was Russophil enough to please ev H 

euele rad Bee enouel please even the most exacting. 









(6698) No. 360. 
cea Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received February 15.) 
Telegraphic.) Tehran, February 15, 1912. 


immediately preceding telegra 
ollowing from cousul at Tabroez 





n of 15th February, 





,," Governor-General called on me and I have returned the call, T understand th 
he is opposed to the present Government, but would obey order ifSipahdae was Prine 
Minister. Tam informed that secret mectings aro taking’ place to discuss the possiblity 
of ro-establishing the ex-Shah ; said meotings aro attended by clergy and notables, 
eating member said to be Rashid-ul-Mulk, A rumour has also been spread that a larga 
deputation of clergy and notables has left Tehran to go and bring back tho ox-Shah, 
Mojalal said to have joined the ex-Shab, sont by Governor-General, T also heat thee 
troops are collecting at Mianch, and that, 200 horsemen have becn sent to Resht, The 
Governor-General is in constant communication with the Russian eousul-general, 
wide at of elegy in {Tabroes, who bad oon exiled by tho nationalists, returned 
vernor-General, but let e town. ‘ing i 
Ce ccc threo days ago, refusing to romain under 






















(6699) No, 361. 


rn Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received February 15,) 
Telegraphic.) R, Tehran, February 15, 1912, 
DOUGLAS reports that the lease of the building occupied by the. squadron at 
Tspahan expires shortly, and can now he renewed on favourable terms, Ho ake 
Whether he is justified in assuming that the regiment will remain in present stations 
until the summer, and in making arrangements accordingly, 
(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to India. 











(6681) No, 362, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Recoived February 16.) 
ee 18) 


‘Telographie.) 
toi NP advance 
Fastern department's tele ve i vi 
wing lepartments telegram of yesterday saying that I may proceod forthwith 
Please see final paragraph of your telegram No. 109. of 9th February, in whi 
am authorised to concert with Russian Minister for a joint communication a Oa 
of our telegram ‘bruary to Sir G. Buchanan. One of the five points 
Arete latter telegram is a joint advanco of 200,000k, and the Russian Govornmant, as 
Russian Minister understands it, will make their share in this advanee only on the 
SeRitions indicated in the five points (seo St. Petersburgh telegram No. 44 [ot 
fide marsh Second. paragraph), If therefore, 1 now mako the advasioe without 
eso conditions, it will be difficult for me to join my Russian colleague iu, the 
communication foreshadowed in your telegram No, 109 [of 9th February], and if I do 


Tehran, February 15, 1912, 
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join him in this communication after the British portion of the advance has been 
‘accepted by the Persian Government without mention of the impending conditions, the 
Persians will have reason to complain, e - 

Tn any case I cannot usefully concert with my Russian colleague as to the interest 
and control over the expenditure (see your telegram No. 117 of 12th February) until 
he receives definite instructions. 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 


















[6705] No. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recaived February 15.) 
(No. 119.) 


Telegraphic.) R Tehran, February 15, 1912. 























Heil, hit ho bad better tke the present opportunity to 
secure 1 pension for | nd an amnesty for his adherents, and that he can hope for 
nothing Det 


(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 














No.3 





4. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received February 15.) 





(6712) 


(Xo 120,) 


Telographie) 

YOUR telegram No. 119 of 12th February, 
Knox is most anxious for the sike of bis health to got away from Shiraz before the 

‘summer, but he wos no chance of doing 60 unless he starts within the next ten days. 
Acting consul reports that the only part of the road at present unsafe is near 
adehnud Syedish Officer wiewtorted Han just paamed atgeroaa sone. withont 
lout, In these cireumstances, I venture to recommend that Knox be allowed to 
trusting to such Poi i he thinks desirable, ‘There 
nares some risk, but if h yy Indian cavalry an encounter with 
robbers will not constitute such a serious incident, and would probably result in nothing 
worse thin robbery, 


eran, February 15, 1912. 






































(6711) No. 








Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 15.) 





) St. Petersburgh, February 15, 1912. 
, BARCLAYS t No. 118 of 16th February. 

T fear that it will make upression here if, we act independently of Russia 
in tho mattor of advance, as Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs always understood 
five proposals put forward in your telegram No. 73 of 2nd February were inter- 
dopendent, and has gone so far of late to mect our wishes. 


































(6564) No. 366. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 





No, 126.) ‘ 
‘Tolegraphie.) Foreign Ofiee, February 15, 1912, 

YOUR telegram No, 58 of 14th February and Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 118 
of 15th February [Joint advance) 




























We did not understand that the advance was to be conditional on the acceptance 
by the Persian Government of all our joint proposals, and were under the impression 
shay Aus ouly coud tonnes uteed by Bis Hume Government wae that pur abate ghogl 
be first advanced, ‘This we have instructed Sir G, Barclay to effect as soon as he has 





arranged with the Russian Minister as to rate of interest and control. If the Russian 
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Government insist we should be prepared to request 7 per cent. interest, It is 

however, very necessary, and would undoubtedly help to induce Persian Goverament: to 

accept the other if the advance were made without delay. Please urge 

Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs to send the necessary instructions to that effect. | 
(Repeated to Tehran, No, 123.) 



















(6387) No. 367. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 
No. 127.) 
Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, Pebruary 15, 1912, 
OU should enquire of Russian Ministr for Foreign Afturs whether T may sate 
publicly that Russian Government are not going to allow ex-Shah to settle in Russia, 
and that they will not assume responsibility which guarantee that he will not return to 
Persia would entail, or expose themselves to being accused of complicity in his return 
(see your telegram No. 35 of 4th February.) Also whether I may give in a public | 
statement the substance of your telegram No. 17 of 17th January respecting treasurer- 
neral, and that it rests with the Persian Government to propose a candidate if they 
lo not like M. Mornard, 








[6387] No. 368, 
Foreign Office to Persia Committee, 


Gentlemen, Poreign Ofico, February 15, 1912. 

I AM ‘directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
otter of the 12th instant regarding tho situation in Persia, 

I am to state, in reply, that the points mentioned in your communication will 
Aonbiless be discussed in the House of Commons during the forthcoming debate on the 
Address, and Sir E. Grey will cither then or on some public occasion tako an 
‘opportunity of giving explanations on the subject. 

Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(6719) N 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Bdward Groy.—(Recoived February 16.) 





09. 


(No. 63.) 
(Telographic.) R. St, Petersburgh, February 16, 1912. 

MY telegram No. 58 of 14th February ; Joint advanes, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs writes that Minlatar of Finanoo ‘a taable to wasepb 
Joss than 7 por cent. as interest on advance, His Exeelloney is telographing in this 
sense to the Russian Minister at Tehran, and informing him that, Russian share of 
100,0002. will be placed at disposal of Persian Government as goon as arrangements 
respecting conditions attached to this advance shall have been concluded, 
























(6861) No. 370, 
dward Grey.—(Reecived Pebruary 16.) 













Sir G. Buchanan to Si 








(No. 64.) 
(Telegraphic) R. St. Petersburgh, Pebruary 16, 1912, 
FOLLOWING is a summary of aide-mémoire in. Russian which was enclosed in 





Minister for Foreign Affairs’ letter referred to in my immediately preceding telegram 
of 1th F 
Russian Government agree to make jointly advance of 100,000, from each Power 

to the Persian Government on the conditions stated in embassy aide-mémoire of 
omitting the words “without the consent of the Russian Government” 


















Government must, however, insist on 7 per cent. interest. on the grounds 
toe a the Russian aide-mémoires of 12th February aud 20th July, 1910. As 
1536. 3N 
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regards control over the expenditure, distribution of the money should be approved 
beforehand by. the two representatives, in agreement with the acting treasurer-general, 
who would then see that the money went to the objects determined. Security for 
Russian share of the advance should be the northern customs, and, in case of 
their insufficiency, any other sources of revenue agreed upon with the Persian 
Government. Tlie whole atvance must be repaid out of the proceeds of the impending, 
large Joan. 

Although some of the conditions stated in embassy aide-mémoire of 3rd February 
are already fulfilled, tho two representatives should address a joint note to the Persian 
Government setting forth all the conditions imposed by the two Governments. ‘The 
note should demand from the Persian Government a simple undertaking to make its 
policy in future conform with the principles of the Anglo-Russian convention, leaving 
it to tho Persians to propose some more acceptable formula if they so desire. 

Russian Government reserve the right to make any further pecuniary assistance 
to the Persian Government dependent on certain further demands, of which they will 
jovernment in due course. 

















(6867) No. 371. 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey —(Received February 10.) 

(No, 65.) 

(Welegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, February 16, 1912. 

Youre telegram No, 127 of 15th February. 1 

Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs has no objection to proposed statement about 
oxShah. 

‘Ag regards Mornard, he accepted the following formula :— 

(R.) “Russian Government expressed concurrence in the proposal that the two 
Govornmonts should acquiesce in temporary appointment of Mornard as treasurer~ 
‘ral, while Keeping question of definite appointment in suspense. ‘They at the 
16 time stated that, if within two or three months’ could 
le grounds for not retaining him permanently, they would not raise any 
“difficulty, provided that really good eandidate could be found to take his place.” 



















(6869) 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Bdieard Grey.— (Received February 16.) 


(No. 67.) 
(Lelographie.) St. Petersburgh, February 16, 1912. 





SUG. BARCLAY'S telegram No, 115 of 15th February. 
Porsian Minister tells me that he was also given the same assurance as that stated 
in my. tolegram No, 66 of 1th February about Shuju-ed-Dowleh’s removal from 











z would seem to have happened in thie meanwhile, as Russian Minister 
that the matter was not quite settled, He suid that 
e post, and that he did not know whether Sipahdar 
ssian Government, however, would not 
d-Dowleh, 






‘strong man was required for 
possessed tho necessary quali 
Absolutely insist on the retention of Shujo. 














(6711) No. 373, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 

(No. 188.) ‘ 

(Petegraphic.) Loreign Office, February 16, 1912, 

YOUR telegram No, 62 of 16th February : Advance to Persian Government. 

In view of the considerations mentioned in your above-mentioned telegram, I am 
willing to mect the wishes of Minister for Foreign Affairs and defer the actual payment 
‘Of ont share of the advance until Persian Government accopt the proposals on which 
we are both agreed. 

Tt is most desirable, however, that there should be as little delay as possible. 
(Repeated to Tehran, No. 125.) 
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{6699} No. 374, 
Foreign Ofice to India Ofice, 
Sir, 
WITH refe 
fo the erpencrenee to the letter from this Office of the ard October ay Lees 
dlroted yf Socntare See ting aPaeh of Taian trope ee 
diwetel by Seaviary Sir Baw ransmit to you herewith i 
m iajesty's Minister at Teh i lero Ge 
ing eccupied Pence aerate: the sihject of the renewal. of 
Ham io sate ¢ ‘y Would propose, with the concurrence of 
Uetnite decton connatruce Sit G. Barclay to inform Colonel Dang that 


Sareea ai eee aes hed at present as to the Jength of time for which 


: main at he 
extension of the lease, i posible, fora short tase a Me Would do well to. seoure an 


Foreign Ofice, Rebruary 16, 1919, 
















Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLE 

[2412] No. 876 

{Gor Conti Foreign Offce to India Offce, 

ie, 
. Foreign Office, Februar 

ia rolary Sir E. Groy to transmit t0 pou, to 0% lyf beore 
te Beant a, the accompanying copy of a letter, dated the 1éte 


the Persian Railyways Syndic 


a 





si ‘ate, t enquiring whother His 
vg enn pr as 
tf stated in the public’ press, “or to. any other 
Persia.” 






sian ‘Transport Company in 19 
Treaaen gor, Company in. 1808 by the: Marques 








Sir re) inti ‘i it 
Conpanyiyie ee privileged position secured to the Persian Tra 
NEES Ice 2 Lord Lansdowne, and the consideration due to Mi adit 
iy em oF the in coe abo Interests with which ho is asocited oa 
to carry our at titt having reason to beliove that ho had not the f z 
sare ada na ig 
stout the aaseiation ransport Company with the Persian Ia 

ate, tee ‘ ersian Railways 
prong lay cna, ‘Prato, has heen formed for tho express purposo ot 

Ir. Lynch was accordingly elected to a seat o 


Syndicate; but it ay 
Persian ‘Trang; es (Canes Lied te tie 


appears, from intelli 
is other interests in South-Western Perc, 
Sir E. Grey is well aware that the 
raluay fae fa Nel avare th 











d that seat not as represonting’ the 
ipient of the assurance, ho 
eauso—but as representing 





e1 I Et i 
Chammerah to Khoremabad would prove Fein 
‘ ate apparent 
it would poem ee, 
before entering upon the 
led t0 buy out the Porsian 
ation and, in these circumstances, 
n fact possess, by straining to ite 













a 












"No. S61, 
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(6032) Bue 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey.— (Received February 11.) 
eee Tehran, February 17, 1912. 
eee eRERSBURGH telogram No. £2 of USSG 
Following from consul at Meshed, ‘el a 
Syeaee ues Yost has again boson more scout than before Af allege, 
TAL apanlp encouraging Ie by allowing use of Teas ine and in other ways 
Wee aka bye mb to notify Kenguzat conjsntly thet jexShah had agreed to leave 
Paria, but fo states thab he has no. euch information, ean bani, expect to 
restrain constitutionalista from setalatng pean ce ss eats 
tions to both consulates-general may be se oT enn ean 
gement with Mohammad Ali, I suspect double io my Rusian 
aera rtcld surly have. changed bis attitude, Tandertand that he i pri 
Tnrge sun for is gat 
«(Gent to India, 3 awe, 
my Russian colleague to send instructions to the Russian o 
covert ara Soit Zonmunization fe tho onao desired, bt oomething abarp. om 
By Petorstrgl would be desirable 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 

















(6695) 
Foreign Ofice to Treasury. 


‘oreign Office, Fe 7, 1912. 
Foreign Office, February 17, 1 
ft i f the 
ua fous. ¢ dence ending with your letter o 
VITHL rofore: revious corresponcden ng with: 
Sia ay ine rani tothe Teorgaiation of tho Indian Poll Department and 
ni mplated reduction in the cost of maintaining consuls posta in Pa 
Pearce ie Boscars ei Hewat Grey to forvard to you herewith oe 
Tsuen teow (he TRA the subject of a proposal to sud to that 0 
Teter fro ha doparlgnont-to make covain enquiries locally in furtherance” of Ghat 
tember of the dopa 
te i io Grey has 
Alri a to tao chat in vio of tia pressing nature of tho question, Sir Groy has 
caused the Judis Olfea Vo be suforined Hat ho cing the props of the Govern 
thontof India vith regard. to. this. mission witho rence to your 




















1 
the hope that the Lords. C 












0 ¢ : Cor ers of 
Na int nant moo the wng to.coeept halt of the: tring expense. involv 
a Iiung) to aout 108 Th Tasigeite ck euvaling ateanees) be ola gota 
uitounting to about, 108, 10s, 


nporial revenies . &e. 
a fay SUIS MALLE! 














No. 379. 
(6695) . ; 
Roreign Office to India Ufice. 
Foreign Ofiee, February 17, 1912. 
Sir. | cat direoted by Seorotary Sir Edvwanl Grey to acknowledge the reovipl of your 






i ission to Persia by Mr. J. B. Wood 
1 instant relative tothe propose lasion to Persia by Mr. J.B. 
Mi iitcenntemplatad redvation inthe goet of maintaining consular poets 





letter of the 1 
in coniwetion 








rey concurs in the proposals made hy the 
on, and to transmit to you herowith copy 
he Treasury on the subject.® 
Tam, &c. 
ey (OUIS MALLET. 


mt on oi 
fovernniont of India with reg: 
Tee Tatter hel he has cause to bo addreased to 
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(7070) No. 380, 


No, 199 i" G Barelay to Sir Batward Grey.— (Received February 18,) 
fo. 122, 
(Telegray 


phic) Re Tehran, February 18, 1912. 
YOUR telegram No. 127 of 16th February, 
T cannot report with any 


confidence of acouraey on number of Russian troops in 
Persia, a8 we have no consul in Some of the towns involved, and Russian Minister does 
not seem to have very detailed information, 

Pleaso see also discrepaney as regards Khoi in St. Petersbu 
last year and Constantinople telegram No, 10 of 23th Janne 
regards Asterabad and 
of Sth and 9th February, 

If we assume lower estimate to. be corre 
Minister confirms it, there must be about 14,00( 
Joration and consular escort, there are about 4,000 at or neat Taleo 1,800 at or near 
Khoi, 500 at or near Ard bil, 2,800 in Khorassan, 500 in provinces of Asterabad and 
Muanderan, 400 with Rusian Turkoman commissioner at Guntied Katee ee ae 
Hamadan,  Enzeli, Resht, and Kazvin must have 4,000 between th Russian 
Minister puts it between 8,000 and 4,000), but there is a constant va-et-vient between 
three places, believe that there are to-day 2,500 Tussian tronpe at Ran 

I know of no withdrawal of troops from Persia since Russian ultimatum, nor does 
Rossian Minister, though he speak of an. impendi 


ng redistribution of unite, which 
T understand, will involve some diminution of numbers, 


ingh telegram No, 949 of 
vs and the discrepancy as 


lazanderan in St Petorsburgh telegrams Nos tet ang a 


ot in each of these cases, and Rnasian 
0 Russian troops in Persia, Excluding 














(7045) No. 381, 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey 
(No. Eee 


(Tolegraphic.) R. Tehran, February 18, 1919, 
Cee in No, 128 of 16th February to St. Petersburgh, 

Russian Minister and I to-day handed to Minister for Forsten Alive joint note 
raing of your telegram No. 73 of 2nd February to Sir G, Buchan Request 

ian! Government should undertake. to conform to principlos of Anglo-Russian 
n was of course unpalatable, but. his Excellency promised. that ure proposals 
proud be considered immediately by Cabinet in sincere desi to plies the wky ns of 
Persia with the two Powers on a friendly an stable basis. 

We afterwards sow Revent and begged hin to do his utiowt to induce Cabinot to 
accept our proposals, His High 


es promised to doo, and suid that he had always 
recogoel the principles undeelying our proposals a8 essential ta well of bee 
(Repeatod to St. Petersburgh.) 


(Received February 18.) 































{7200} No. 382, 

No.2) inant Stenone to Sir Hdward Grey. (Received February 19.) 
0. 2 

ir, 







I HAVE the honour to acknowled, 
the 23rd ultimo, with its enclosure, an 
information in the possession of thi 
so-called Russian militar 
Tecent modifications, comprises the following unite 

Mingrelian Grenadi¢ 
inies, and one battery of mountain artillery, whi 


mediate neighbourhood. ‘Tho Ist Rifle 1 
have proceeded to Hoi and vicinity, and ono 
apparently, is on the lines 






bj 
Hi and 7th Rill 
Regin 












Rattalion is: reported 
attalion of the To4th Derbent Ie 










of communication between Julfa and Tabrooz, "fe thes 
troops should be added a f irther force of nine sotnias (or between 1, and 1,400 
Cossacks), iho are employed in support of the units mention: 








A when and as occasion 
may require, 


Furthermore, the Ist, 2nd, and rd battalions of the, 206th Salian Infantry 
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Regiment, each with Maxim gan companies, one battalion of sappers, with pontoon 
and telegraph companies, one mountain artillery battery, and seven sotnias (about 
1,000 men) of Conscks ate reported o bein the ReshiResvin dsc 

‘Dhe above troops would bring the numerical strength of the Russian expeditionary 
forces at present on Persian soil to about 12,000 mon.® 

Reinforcements were moved some time ago to various points on the Persian and 
‘Turkish frontiers, and, as reported in my despatch No. 1 of the 3lst ultimo, a whole 
infantry division, with corresponding artillery and cavalry, isnow apparently employed 
in Persian territory on lines of communication and on the Persian and Turkish frontiers. 

‘According to reports, a further movement of troops south and south-west would 
seem to be imminent, Information from several quarters reaches me to the effect that 
the whole of the grenadier division, the remaining battalions of the two Caucasian Rifle 
Brigacles, with several other detachments (units unknown) of some considerable strength 
are under orders to proceed to various localities on the Persian and Turkish frontiers ; 
ut Thave no confirmation of the news that the concentration of such an important 
force as 40,000 men in Azerbaijan is already in course of progress. 

‘Troops may have recently been sent to Sarykamish, but I am inclined to think 
that the figures of 20,000 are much exaggerated, 

80 far as T know, no accommodation for so many men exists at that point, and the 
military authorities of the Cancasus would hardly expose such a largo number of 
soldiers at this season to t ides of the climate at such a high altitude, 2,180 
feot, as that of Sarykamish by placing them under canvas, 

‘Tho winter is reported to he mild, however, both in the ‘Trans-Caueasus and in the 
istricts affected by the contemplated movements of troops, and it is just possible the 
rumoured intention of tho Russian Government to augment their military forces on 
the confines of Asia Minor to an avmy corps, or 40,000 men, is being actually carried 
into off 

‘he recruiting season was brought to a close in Decomber last. ‘The mon that 
then joined have since that, timo hoon trained in marching exercises, discipline, 
physical development, and military bearing. ‘They have just had their rifles issued to 
thom, and the knowledge they have gained of their use is still very perfunctory. ‘They 
‘aro, therefore, not ellicient. soldiers, and cannot be depended upon if employed on 
tive servico, ‘The army of the Chncasus, at time of writing, is thus deprived of 
one-third of its fighting strength. ‘These considerations, I should fancy, should servo 
8.4 strong argument in support of the asswumption that the reported movements en 







































































maaso are not actually taking plice, and that they are likely to be postponed for 
another month or six weeks, 


Thave, &e, 
P. STEVENS. 





{7049} No, 583. 


Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Gh 


—(Received February 19.) 





(No, 124) 

(Ko Constantinople, Rebruary 10, 1912, 
WITH further roferoiee to my despatch No. 118 of the 7th instant on the 

subject of the: : 








jssioners appointed on the ‘Turco-Persian Frontier 
Commission, which is to meet here shortly, T have the honour to report that the 
‘Ai Pasha mentioned in that despatch proves to be @ certain Liwa Ali Nadir Pasha, who 
has sorved on several local frontier commissions and is known to the Persian Embassy 
hhore as a fairly satisfuctory person to deal with. He was appointed about a year ago 
to command the Nizam division at Serres, 

The senior military commissioner, Daniel Pasha, is known to the Persian 
Ambassador personally, “He speaks French and Russian fluently, having spent twenty- 
five years in Russia; he has also served on various local frontier commissions, and has 
the reputation of being ogreeable in manner, but intractable in business matters, 

Thave, & 
GERARD LOWTHER. 





























+ A telegram received from Tehran tuaday estimates the total at 14,000, 
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7067} No. 384, 


Sir G, i 
(80.149) 5° Lower t Sir Badward Grey.—(Reccived February 19.) 
:LHAYE the honour to forward henowith a dearateh Mine uebruary 14, 1912, 


lespatch from His Majesty's viee-consul 
n the Van Vilayet 








Thave, &e, 
GERARD LOWTHER, 
————<———— 


Enclosure in No, 384, 


Vice-Consul Molyneuz-Seel to Sir @. Lowther, 
Wo. 4, 
ir, 
T HAVE the honour to i ee 
Bent ae aban gene our Excelloney that. the nutber of % dee 
ala and the ing vil 
by tho ‘Taschnak ‘commis Te 






by th Ta 16 great majority. of thy © Porsi 

Armenins; F Porainne wit Gear Bales 
jak ar orginn organisations, Heo 

a a tear th ir for heir disarmament at the frontier was given, 


ly n profitable one, 
a and anon Porn 
a Persian deputy wit) 
oubtedly an element of danger it alloying 
han adventurers, to remain at, Van aud i 
cnaite cice id von thm by the Tuschnakis 
hi takoe git ctnnet be long beforw they eae to an end of there tet, usual 
Freiahbor ned Mthey do nothing worse, probably: dispuins once 
them, "Bhar isthe Tarte danger tha eg ages aNd extrty 
Phere i tho furl er that they may engage opmly 
them removed fee arf that the Goveramet will ose tRe aden 


Thave, &. 
J. MOLYNEU: 


committee cannot 


















(7273) 


No, 385, 


Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Woreign Osfice.—(Received February 19.) 


Fs Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Hiei _ Rebruary 17, 1912, 

Tp phate received through Mohimmerah 

British consular agent at that places” 28 88 doubtless 


“Mohammed Kerim Khan, Kalhi 
prove serious oberreari Khan, Kalhur, countenanced by Salar-ed-Dowléh, threat 
Ii Dau hoe nei £0 company’s operations. Tei absolutely essential Maree 


Se eeu a One AM! communications cut, Make 










iar : 
inthe moat tit han refered tos small local chief, subordinate 
eogte as {he district ying between Kermanshah andthe Tralee 
frenter Dou! Khan hag own, been very activel ing. Salar 
Foon ie aon Kermansbh and Hamada, > ?PO*HNg Salar-ed-Doweh 


m hat Mr. Scane reports: that all communications are 
ns are cut, 


to Daud Khan, who 





it is 
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he is unable to get into communication with Tehran; hence his 


presumable that 
Teference (probably by means of a runner to Bagdad) to us. 


Tam desired by my board to request that you will be good enough to, pass on 
Mr, Soane’s message to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, together with such 
representations as you may consider desirable, in order that the Persian Government 





nay bo induced to give or representative the necessary protection to enable him to 
‘earry on the company's operations, 


Thave, &. 
‘©, GREENWAY, 
Managing Director. 





No, 380. 





(7277) 


Sir G. Barelay to Six Edward Grey—(Reeeived February 19.) 
(No, 124.) 
(Celegraphic.) R. Tehran, February 19, 1912. 

AY tologram No, 89 of Ath February, reporting that Mohammed Ali Khan bad 
dispatched culprits in recent incidents to Shiraz. 

British acting consul now reports that these so-called culprite are irresponsible 
seapogoats, who declare that the principal offender, Feridoun, was released by 
Mohainmed Ali, wnd bas fled to Soulet. 

‘Acting consul add 

“Moat of tho culprits whose punishment is of auy use to us will be probably soon 
ont of reach unless Porsian Government's ‘unremitting attention ' quickly becomes 
note effective... Nazar-ed-Dowleh has left in direction of Fesa and Jahrum to collect 
money and force to. watch Soulet.  Baseris and Arabs have had serap with 
Darnahulis, majority of whom are on Soulet’s side. Darashulis got much the worse 
Of the-eneountor, “Likhant proposes to start shorily for Kazerun to, arrange matters 
with Kashkulis for struggle with Soulet, Keystone of ilkchani’s position is Mohammed 
Alf, who at. present is hostile to Soulet and friondly to Kawam, However, if ikhant 
presses, at ho has. promised me) for surener of culprits, Mohammed Ali, who is 
Vavering, tay withdraw his support from ikhani, Kazeran incident may therefore 
he very damaging to interests of Kawam and ilkhani unless they decide that 
Mohammed Ali friondship is moro important to thom than our satisfaction,” 

Tn the circumstances, and in view of impending negotiations with headmen on the 
road it would soem hotter not to press at this stage for arrest of real culprits. Do you 


? 
‘Government of India, to whom Smart’s telegram will be repeated from Bushire, 


Will also bo informed by Bushire of my view, 





















con 

















No. 387. 


‘dward Grey.—(Received Feb 


(7304) 





‘ary 19.) 





Sir G. Barclay to Sir 
(No, 125.) 
) 


phic.) 
FOLLOWING received from Meshed, No. 13:— 


Tehran, February 19, 1912. 





“Your telogram No. 12 of 18th Febn 
“Yesterday upon receiving it 1 com 
just written 2 nat, 1th February) that he h 
“This confirms my view that there is double dealing. 
“Huge aenied mol ‘niosque in favour of ex-Shab, and bloodshed, 
ich would justify oceup troops, may occur any minute, Mohammad 
Mi was proclaimed in tho mos ight, and unless you can arrange for my 
Colleague. to bo instructed to join ane in joint message to the karguzar, as previously 
suggested by me, it is improbable that I cau save the situation much longer. Strongest 
action urgently required 

“Latter part of message sent to Tnd 





ed with my Russian colleague, who 
ved no instructions whatever. 
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Thave replied as follows :— 


“Russian Minister assured me 1 
¢ . 7th Febi i 
Russian colleague, “I beliove that he did telegraph Peete: ae 
ging him to send a most urgent telegram, and you can of course act 


with your Russian coll i 
order cal at college in any announcement ho may bo instructed to make in 





(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 
(6860) No. 388. 
0 wes Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
telegraph i 
a ic.) Foreign Ofice, February 19, 1912, 


AT is your opinion as to dispatching Tndi 

2 ¥ i patching Indian troops to Basid it desi 

x necesay to lak this sep nov ? and sit practicable to pursue policy of abaidisg 
ly with measures that Persian Government aro taking ? iis 


(6712) No. 389. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 





(Xo. 123, 
Nelegraphic.) Pore 2 

JOUR telegram No. 120 of 15th February: eee SUT 

aap P? 3 propose to send the escort 

Renae its ‘accompany Mr. Knox from AbAieh PT etnie nena tt 


him travel the whol it Pera 
Bina wavel the whole way alone with merely a Persian escort, If this ie intended, he 








[6932] No. 390, 
G18) Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, February 19, 1912. 





SIR G, BARCLAY'S tele, 
J legram No. 121 of 17th February : Russi: 
ange, 2808 at alo done o, you abou ring Ge thamelsngt de ilan 
Tram words page Als contents of abovementioned talbgam, omitting page 
(Repeated to Tehran, No. 134.) 








07733] No. 301, 


geo) Sir Bitward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
ir, 






nded askin 
ae Tear ronours of is having m 
ntment had Is de only after Si i 

ce had been made only after Sir Georgo Barclay hai stisfiod hist that 
Yount Benckendorff said that the Russian e 

; endo lat the Russian consul 

han, and was on very good terms with people at the branch or ageney of the Imperial 

Te att: Hecoffre hed stayed. His enquires from thew had onvineod hi 

ate th aincks had ban lea sontoer gt fea pon ie asian, and 

‘would ave rendered him liable to be hanged, if he hd not beon a Bran eo one 
Tail that T would make further enquiries at best Locales Soe Slee 











‘Tabreez, M. Miller, was a good. 











Tam, &c. 
E. GREY, 
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(7452) No. 392. 
Count Benckendorff to Sir B. Grey.—(Recetced February 20.) 


Arbasrade Impiriale de Russie, Londres, 
Seerdtaire d’li le 17 février, 1912. 
. a ; 
we Minis dee ‘Afaives ttmn sea, M, Sasol, on me obageant do. presenter 
tous we ronercionente vote Eacollence pour Tainable envot des exemplars des 
Comptes rendu do deus delégudy qui dane Ie courant de T6té dernier, out ae 
ersane d’Ourmia} rie Ggalement. de vous fairo savoir & quel poin 
epee coal nes gal Ta ah St 
dela pared Mr, Siipley-—concours quia tait contibue a heureux accomplinement de 
Ta tiche dont ils étaient chargés. : ete Ta A 
C'est grice & Vuniformité des procédés et & Ventidre conconte qui n'a eessé 
austin Musk AE Minami Resend mateo nee aque es deux 
Agua ont pu simultnnent preter leurs Gouserments des rapport consata 
Tidentité de leurs points de vue, ee qui a considérabloment rebaussé la valour de leur 
F aDalaeniph cova tr cena eel ante hrcastats avon bans tveciod Tere 
constammont amicale de son collégue britannique, 
nr tba arteries devoir de porter ce qui préedde & Ia connaissance de 


votre Excellence, j'ai, &e, PENGRESTORER 


























(7394) No. 
Tndia Osice to Foreign O ive. (Received Pebruary 20.) 





Sir, India Offer, Feraary 19,1012. 
© WITH reference to, the letter from this Office, dated the 3rd. January las, 
imicliiz lie mrespe AisuumeeteRneEMeNeIe Aipctl fy the 
Bcarsliey otiouate: tor laitlaitor enctoee copy of © telegram from the Goverument of 








India on the subject. 











‘The Marqu 
that, if Secret: 
Yo mado acquainted with 1 
should obtai 











Tam, &, 
R. RITCHIE, 





Enclosure in No, 393, 





Government of India to the Marquess of Crete. 


el 2, 1912, 
(Telegraphic) P. February 12, 19) 

PLINA\ 
from Moli 




















0 
di 
tte gauge 
is si y y ‘ts, who state 
teil coat isnot thought possible by our railway experts, who sta 
wit Wilson's figures as regards earnings of line are unduly optimistic, 


line for estin 
emphatically 
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and that line will not pay. 
Kermanshah trafic could be 


rovided a substantial portion of 
secured, construction of Mohammerah-Dizful section helde 





Construction of this section would 
apparently be easy and cheap. 


ee 





(7404) No. 804. 
(No. 125) 5” © Barslay to Sir Batward Grey —(Received February 20.) 
No. 126, 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, Pebruary 20, 1912, 
YOUR telegram No. 133 of 19th February. 


T do not propose to send Indian force with Knox for 


am therefore authorising him to start as soon aa arrange 
Persian escort available, 


‘any part of his journey, and I 
ments have been made for best 





(7438) No. 395, 


Sir @. Barclay to Sir Hdtoard Grey —(Received February 20.) 
(No. 197.) 
(elographic.) Tehran, Mebruary 20, 1912, 

FOUR telegram No, 199 of 19th February, 

So far as the troops for Basidu aro intended to strengthen my hand in nogotiatin 
With the Persian Government for compensation, which Punderttood to te thee wad 
chicat (seo Government of India’s telegram of 23rd January), Ido nob thivk thie 
Presence necessary at the present: stage, nor, unless their prescuce is moved for otter 
patenes G0 T think euch a demonstration desirable in view of tho coneliatry lines of 
Policy which we are following with the Persian Government, 

Sonok how far it will be practicable to pursue the policy of subsidising. the 
tribes concurrently with the measures which tho Persian Goverment ane taking wil 
T have sounded them and the Swedish colonel, A favourable. attitude wa ai ‘part of 
Cie Persian Government and tho loyal co-operation of the Swedish eolonsl wilt one 
course depend on the former—seom 
current operation of the two schemes, 


Jougiit T authorised to dinouse the matter with the Persian Government and. the 
colonel ? 


























(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to India.) 












(7507) No. 396, 





Sir @. Barelay to Sir Kaward Grey-—(Re 





cvived February 20,) 

(No, 198.) 

(Telegraphic) Teliran, Rebruary 20, 1919, 
MY telegram No. 119 of 15th February, 

‘x-Shalt is willing to leavo Persia, but he demands 
Penson, aud also an iimettiate payment of 100,000 tomaus, which io declare ieicy 
weg fo ey oft his Caucasians and Turkomans. Russian consil at Astoraboal cc, 
Tug by his Minister as to the need for this latter sum, asserts that itis indisperaetta 
if devastation by the ex-Shah’s followers is to bo avoided 

In the circumstances and the matter being urgent, Ru: 
advising the Persian Government to allow ex-Shah pens) 
‘and to, pay the 100,000 tomans down, this latter sumo. be 
Government and half by the ex-Shah, whose pension for tl 
therefore reduced from 75,000 to 50,000 tomans, 

10¢,000 tomans will be distributed with the participation of the Russian consul, 

(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to Tndia and St. Petoreburgh,) 


rr 
[1536] 8Q 





the renewal of his former 





a Minister and Taro 
of 78,000 tomans ayear, 
borne half by the Persian 
ho first two years will bo 
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(7511) No. 397. 
Sir (, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 20.) 

(Moc kis) St. Petersburgh, February 2 

YOUR telegram No, 192 of 19th February. eh Pa 

[As the Minister for Foreign Affairs could not see me, [have written privately to 
hin in the sense of instructions, adding the substance of Sir G. Barclay's telegram 
No. 125 of 19th February. [have asked him to send instructions at once to consul 
general at Meshed, 





(2414) No, 398, 
Loreign Ofice to Mess inger and Co. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, February 20, 1912. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 

Totter of the 15th i your complaint of the alleged non-fulfllment of the 
fem t ajesty's Government to Muin-ut-Tujjar. 

statements made to 

‘you on the 18th 


was under consid 


Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(7623) No, 899. 


Sir G, Buchavian to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 21.) 
(teisgetohie) St, Petersburgh, February 21, 1912. 
MY telegram No, 69 of 20th February. | 
N Minister for Foreign Affairs told ine to-day that the most categorical 
instructions had been sent to the Russian consul-eneral at Meshed, and that his 
colleney Hid hoped that matter had been finally vet He would, however, 
7A raga do lah, as reported in Sir G. Barclay's 
telogram No, 128 of . he bid no objections to make to the joint proposals 
cof the tivo Min Persian Goverument could be induced to accept them, 





(7273) No. 100. 


Siv Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


Foreign Office, February 21, 1912. 
aut at Kasr-isShirin reports that “Mohammed Kerim Khan 
lar-l-Dowloh, threatens to prove serious obetruction to company's 

operations, Tt isabsolutely essoutial that Salar and Daoud Khan be removed! as soon 
408 possible —all communications cut." F 
You should ersian Government to give company’s representa 
mpany’s operations. 
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No. 401. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 

137.) 
ffeiegraphic) Foreign Office, Rebruary 21, 1912. 

‘THE Russian Ambassador has represented here that Mr, Lecoffre when at Tabreez 
encouraged the rising against the Russians. I read to him your telegram No. 35 
of 1th January, my telegram No. 30 of 18th January, and your telegram No. 63 of 
24th January, which dealt with the alleged action of Mr. Lecoffre. Count Benckendorft 
Stated that the Russian consul-general was on good terms with peoplo at tho agency 
at Tabreez of the Imperial Bank, where Mr. Leooffre stayed, and that enquiries whi 
the consul-general had made had convinced him that Mr. Lecoffro had been a party 
beforehand to the attacks on the Russians, and that after the attacks had begun he 
continued to support them. 

Could you ascertain what, if any, information was furnished by tho bank agency 
tothe Russian consul-general in regard to this matter ? 


(7738) No. 402, 


Biicarid Grey ta Sir G, Buchanan. 
(No. 61.) 
Sir, Fooign Offes, February 21,1012, 
AS your Excellency is aware, on the 15th (27th) July, 1880" a protocal was signed 


at Sarykamisch by Major-General Sir Kdward Hamley and Major-General Zolenoy 
relating to the territory of Kotur, with a view to fixing tho frontier line of that dist 

in conformity with article 60 of the ‘Treaty of Berlin. A. map was attached to this 
protocol, with the following inseription, signed by the British and Russian commis. 
sioners -— 


“Copie de la carte officielle dite tidentique’ A échelle yshru, représentant. on 
yort Ia ligne frontiore Lareo-porsano du territoire de Kotour, commo elle état treo 
le 


par le Général Kemball et Te Colonel Zé\énoy, do leurs propres mains, sur deux 
exomplaires de la réduction anglaise A Véchelle ysa'crn de ladite carte officiolle 


It is within the knowledge of His Majesty's Government that the Kemball-Zelenoy. 
Commission, during their private sittings at Constantinople in 1876, traced in dotted 
peneil upon the working maps which they employed, a common line of frontier which 
peared to them to mee finly the exigencies ofthe eonfcting claims of Persia and 

uurkey, 

‘This suggested common line had roferenco not only to Kotur but to the whole 
frontier, and T'should be much intorested in learning if the Russian Government. still 
possess thoir commissioner's working copy of tho reduced English copy of the * identic” 
map, showing the line of frontier which General Kemball and his Russian colleague 
considered would constitute an equitable compromise, 

I accordingly have to request. your Excellency to communicate a copy of this 
despatch to the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, and to ask hiy Excellency if he 
would be so good as to furnish me with the desired information, i€ possible, at an 
carly date. 

Tam, &, 
E, GREY, 





(7688) No. 403. 
Intlia Ofice to Foreign Offer (Received Weliruary 22, 
Sir, 
IN continuati 
Trans-Pe 
copy of a letter 
, dated the 


ist December, 1911, and enclosures, conveying their further views on the subject of 
the alignment and of the eventual grant of'a financial guarantee, 
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As regards the former, Lam to say that the Secretary of State for India sees no 
objection on its merits to the alternative aligument Yezd-Furg—Ramishk-Charbar 
propoved by the Government of Tn as a compromise. There appear, however to be 
good reason to believe that the alignment which they originally proposed, entering, thie 
Hrtsh spior at Bunder Ablan is ot open to the oljectona taken toe by thie tesla 
promoters and in vi fact, and of the further considerations that it is desirable 
{ih hue tho port (hich right eventually pass Into hetile hands should is withte the 

should be so situated that His 


Gulf rather than outside it; 
ithout the risk of entanglements 


Majesty's Government can protect their 


in the interior of Persia, the Marquess of Crewe is of opinion that the alignment vid 
Bunder Abbas should be insisted upon as an essential condition, In this connection it 
swill eventually be necessary to consider what conditions should be laid down to ensure 
that Bander Ablus is « predominantly Brit an inte 
Ax regards the question of a gui 1 appear from y 
6th February that a joint “Sociéte d'Etudes” is being formed without the assistan 
i paragraph 4 of the Government of Indias 


On the more important question referred fo in paragraph 5, 1 am to say that. his 
Lordship o: on of the Board of Trade, expressed in Sir H. Llewellyn 
Sinith’s lette [st September Inst, that it doe possible for any 

jvnt ease in fy ur of the proposed line to b ble a Government 

ee to be def 


[to offer w diréct gua 
ean take into 
iot prepared to say that in no circumstances 
could he recommend such assistance as thot suggested by the Government of India for 
the san his council, ho prefers to await the results arrived at by the Société 
d'Btudes before al dlecisi 
This observe in the memo ing an enclosure in Sir E, Gray's 
S24, dated the 12th December last, to His Majesty's Ambassador at 
St, Potorsburgh, a contract with His Majesty's mont for the carriage of the 
Tndian,.A andl Now Zealand mails is menti 
thy Societe d' 
course, but Lam to re 
the British Mercantile 3 
issues wh 


LIONEL ABRAHAMS. 


Enclosure Lin No.4 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


My Lord Marquess, Caleutta, December 21, 1911. 
WIE hive Tad under eon your Londship's letter No, 24, Sceret, dated the 
Vth Anyust, 1911, in which you ask 1-on certain points connected with 
thy proposed erin Hallway 
2. An 1 Thavw the honour to enclose a copy of a report by the committee 
mined the various aspects of the question, ‘Te conclusions of the 


(a) ‘That, Voth on military and comme proposal to bring the 
railway through Kerman, or vid Yezd-Kes be resisted ; 
(i) nterests, would be 
i Furg-Ratnishk-Charbar presents 
ut vid’ Yer-Kerinan- Charbsr, and may be recommended 
nition should be made to the expenses of the Sociéte 
ing representation on an equal footing with the Russian 
ropresent 53 and 
(a) That th ment of Indin might safvly undertake to give a “rebate” 
arantee, Iinited to the amount of the net profits gained by Indian railways fiom 
interchange of traffic with the Trans-Persian Railway. 
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8, We coneur generally in these conclusions, and recommend that the alignment 
from Yer vid Furg and Ramiskh to Charbar be put forward as a compromise, to meet 
the objections raised by the Russian Consortium to the Yezd-Bunder Abbas project, 
‘The difference in distance between the two alignments is negligible; the commercial 
advantages of the Yezd-Charbar line are evident ; while the strategical conditions are 
in both eases very much the same, ‘ 

4, The objects and methods of the proposed Société d'litudes are not. altogether 
clear from the papers before us and ye have no information as to the nancial sending 
and repute of its members or promoters. ‘These are matters on which your Lordship is 
in a position to judge, while we are not. If, however, you aro satisfied that there are 
adequate guarantees of the good fuith of the syndicate, we think it would be desirable 
that we should take our share in such a contribution to their expenses aa would secure 
the equal representation on their body of British and Russian interests, Assuming that 
the Russian Government subscribe 30,000. to the funds of thy Société, we should be 
prepared tofind balfof an equivalent amount, ot 15,0001; the otherhalf bing a change, 
under the ordinary rale, on the British ‘Treasury, 

5. As regards the question of a Governuient guarantes of the line, we are nob 

repared to offer an opinion at present; but if this should prove to be necessary. for the 
Rirtheranes of the ctane, we avout le willing to: conte tho grant of aut indinect, 
guarantee in the shape recommended by the committee. 
We have, &e. 
HARDINGE oy PENSHURST, 
OM. CREAGH, 
GUY FLEETWOOD WILSON. 
J. 1, JENKINS, 
RW. CARLYLE, 
8. H. BUTLER. 
SEYYID ALL IMAM, 
W. H. CLARK. 


nelosure 2 in No. 403, 


Further Report of the Inter-Departmental Committee on the proposeit 
Trane-Persian Railicay. 
(Confidential.) 
THE Secretary of State has sent to the Government of India further papers in 
regard to the proposed Trans-Persian Railway, 
ally on tho question whither the object 
vid Bund 


y of yet another ali 
through Kerman, ‘These tve alten 
of this report. In sect 
A. Nicolson 
, Seoret, of the 


(1.)—Alignment from Yeed wid Kerman to Charbar. 


2, The strategical disadvantages to India of « railway eutting werose Persia fron 
the north-west to join the Indian railway system ei Wwe have 
already been so fully indicated (see enclosure ent of Indin despateh 
No. 18, Seoret-external, dated th ry, 1911) that it germs only, necessary. 
now to recapitulate such argumer assist in answering the question now put to 

ment of India by the Secretary of State in the paper under considera 
viz,» whether it would be possible, without detriment to Tadian interests, to moet th 
wishes of the Russian Consortium so fir as to agree to an aliguinent via Yeval-Kerma 
Chirbar and thence by the coast to Kurrachee, instead of the Binder Abhas--Y 
route, 
[1536] aR 
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E final section of the alignment now suggested, viz, from Charbar to 
Kormichee, will run near the sea, and xo is vulnerable to England’s ‘sea power, though, 
of course, not to the same extent asa line from Bunder Abbas to Kurrachee. We do 
not think that the difference in the extent of the line on the sea face would by itself 
justify rejection of the Ru p |. But we have also to consider whether an 
‘enemy, w h line from the Cauensus, or from the head of 
the Gulf, t in a position to continue his wdvance 

tan, instead of having to proceed by the 


n at once thi 
dangerously les). Moreover, the route ¥ 
no means defic ime, and might read 
‘onto of iinportance in 
ed by arms caravans going to or ret 
W 1 ico a hostile 
man, a considerable foree could, without much di 
veloped ayainst Seistin. Tn this connection, it must be remembered thit a 
‘ax is nov contemplated could inaintain a force of greater strength than th 
Prevent urmy in India, together with the home expeditionary foree, 
5, The general stalf argue that, having gained a position in Seistan, Russin would 
be able (presiiming this railway from the Caucasus to Kerman was bul 
force upon the Afghan frontier, on the Kaudal 
Caeasins sd the combined position 
Tnnpovial Defenco pair No. 2 D, 
Helin position would bo turned, 
files of Tain ite near Quet 
with this part of the subject, we mended to our report some 
by Lord) Curzon, : cved with Datel of C 
Defon ner report was framed, ni 
f nected with the Russian 
Cup railway project. w 
Captain Rittich advocated was practically the same as that now advecated 
Russ Dit was of course, for a pit 
so that the Anglo-Russian Agree 
Dhicod a ith 
ps or Dee broken, 
permanent 
frontivns of [ eagres, 
the general stuf? that. the strategical rea 
He eonstrusted from the Cauensus othe heal of 
iui are so weighty that the Government of India should oppo 
atch an aligomont by all the means ine ispeenl e ee etess 
7. Nuiothe r ‘The Russian syndicate, like ourselves, fores: 
“he info Southern Persia, and compete 
For this reason they say that they wish to avoid 
of the two, lines is, it seems to us, only a matter of 
aud vould ouly’ poetpone the compe 
q ‘compared to the vast 
‘attached to this contention, SND Sas 
Ve: hava 40 far demonstrated that for very strong political and military reasons 
junat ential that the mthn route sitll ot Yass Chevugh Kerman acl ee 
also ia position to show that commercially: the Bunder Ablas route ia the better 
aligninen 
Th Mr. Homiakotts letter on, dated the 17th July, 1911, it is 
that it is an indispensal ion for the commercial sugcess of the 
ne through Persia should be as short and straight as possible in onler ty 
able it to compate bath with other existing moans of transit and possible future ines 
5 expres on is true only when the country traversed by the shorter route 
‘of a similar » that traversed by a longer route, Wheu the character of the 
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country passed through on the alternative routes differs most materially, the shorter 
route traversing a rough mountainous tract and the longer ronte running through 
relatively level country, the cost of haulage by the shorter but steeper-graded route will 
be larger than the cost of haulage by the longer route. ‘The latter, therefore, com- 
mercially becomes the better one to adopt, sinee haulage change govern the rates for the 
carriage by rail of goods and produce. 4 
10, The svgyestion made by Mr, Homiakof? is that, if Nushki be found unmitable 
& point of junction, and if Kurrachee be recommended instead, it would suit Russian 
views if the alignment ran from Kerman direot to Kurrachee. ‘The Secretary of State 
suguests as a modification to this proposal that the alignment might run from Kerman 
to the coast ut Charbar and thence along the sea-fice to Kurrachee, Both these alig 
iments are open to the commercial objection that. the extra cost of working them would 
far outweigh th in mileage length, and we are advised that goods could bo 
from Yerd junder Abbas to Kurrachee at cheaper rates, owing to the fait 
nts, that it would be necessary to charge if the vid Kerman route were adopted, 
11, We append to this report a section of the line from Charbar to Kerman, vid 
Bampur and Bam, and it may be taken that the direct route from Kerman to Kurrachee 
would be a still more difficult section to work from the railway point of view, It will 
be seon that the line would have to rise over two passes, one 7,100 feet high and tho 
other 8,800 fect high, To surmount these heights the grades would have to. be very 
steep, necessitating light roads and the provision of very. heayy locomotives, both for 
direct haulage and banking purposes. ‘The speeds would be slow, and the cost of 
working very high, As illustrating this last point, it will be usefull to point out that 
on hill lines in India the Government of India have admitted the high cost of working 
such grades as would be met on the Kerman-Charbar route by allowing hill railways 
to chatge very much higher maxima than in the ordinary fixed standard for railways 
generally in India :— 


nla Railway is allowed to change four times the ordinary maxima, 
Ootacamund Railway is allowed to charge eight times the ordinary maximi, 
‘The Darjecling-Himalayan Railway is allowed to charge five times the ordinary 
maxiina, 


‘The distance from Yead to Kurrachee, vit Kermun, is 1,147 miles, and from the 
sanio place, vid Bunder Abbas to Kurrachee, 1,41 miles, a difference of 194 miles, 
Tho advunlage derived from this difturonea utd mete then a ppear with the higher 
rates which would have to be levied by the vit Kerman route, 

12, We have, therefore, no hesitation in advising that the vid Bunder Abbas route 
is hy far the better route to adopt. from the point of view of cheaper working, cost, 
which would permit of lower rate for public traffic than it would by 
necessary to exact if the vid Kerman route were selected. 


2.) —Alignment from Yezd to Charbar without passing through Kerman. 


14. So far as we are able to ascortai 
to 
‘The most, difficult 


adients, 
14. We consider, therefore, that from a commercial point of view this alignment is 
immensely superior to that vid Kerman, and that there is not very much to chooao 
between it and the alignment vid Bander Abbas, From a military point of view the 
alignment has the great advantage of not passing through Kerman, Ib 
favourable to British interests as the alignment vid Bunder Abbis, in that. the portion 
running along the sea coast is very much shorter, but, as we have already stated in 
Paragraph ® above, we do not consider that this drawluck should hy itself be considered 
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fatal. We are of opinion, therefore, that while the Bunder Abbas route would be the 
est from the point of view of British and Indian interests, the route via Furg and 
Ramishk to Charbar is to a large extent free from the objections which we have had 
to unge against, the other alternative routes, and might be recommended to His Majesty's 
Governinent as a possible basis for arriving at: a compromise, 














(3) The Société d'Etudes and the proposed Guarantes. 





. We now propose to examine the two questions of — 


(«.) A contribution to the Société d’titudes, the syndicate whi 


1.) To further prel vestigation, ‘A 
2.) ‘To negotiate with the Persian Government to obtain the necessary concessions. 
(B,) Finally, to form the company for the coustruction of the railway, 


(1) A guarantee by the British Government to the company to be formed to 
juild and work the railway. 


is to be formed— 

















16. On the first question, considered solely from the business point of v 
in entire accord with the opinions expressed by Mx, Huth Jackson in his lett. 
18th July, 1911; but that the questio 
the point of view of ge 

17. [tik stated in 














arises whether it 
o, directly or invlirectly, 
uiute to the expe ha view to obtaining « measure 
of control over their op re secure our position in respect of 
tho company which is eventually to be formed, "We consider that it is of the greatest 
importanes that: the United Kingdom should not be. left ont_of the preliminary 
nogotintions to be undertaken by. the Société d'Etudes, especially in view of the 
possibility that financiers might be more than willing to step in, We would, 
therefore, advise that 20,0002. be found by India and England as the British contribution 

tudes, on the condition that British and Russian representation in the 
























vin. 
Tis He exnctlfGen by. whieh Ah. coubation ioald lo kad wll hava tobe 
decided in London, [objection is taken to Government subscribing direct, expeciall 
us thy Ruisian Government have not pr lly done so, we would suguyest that it 
might ho possible to area ns on which some leading bank or group. o 
iy England would be williug to anake thy eonteibation, Governinent: retain 
powers in reqard to the selection and subsequent action of the British representatives 
‘on the Sovidte 
19, With reward to (b), the question ofa guarantee to the company to be formed to 
Iuildind work the line, it is stated that tho Russian Government ‘are prepared to 
consider the question of an indirect guarantee to the scheme in contemplation by 
reserving «certain proportion of their railway revente surplus for this purpose, in 
consideration of the inervased traffic on lines in Russian territory, which would 
om the opening of a ‘Trans-Persian railway to India (see Annex 1 
' is despaatoh No. 24 of the 18th August, 1011, 
20, ‘The wording of this proposal is not very clear, but it would appear to indicate 
‘ financial arrangement similar to the rebate system on Indian railways. On those 
i ato is very often siven to assist in the formation of a company to construct 
Southern Punjab Railway is a leading case in point. This line, wi 
cwutly. cl is abot GOO mies Tong, and the capital as be 
a wulite 3 North-Western State Railway, ‘The an 
itli-Westorn Railway is limited to the net profits earned by the North-West 
Railway ou the traflic interchanged, and the rebate is only payable up ti 
fiutlicicht for the Southern Panjab Railway to earn a fixed. pereentage on 
the rebate being thy ditte hetween what the 
the amount of the fixed dividend decided on 
21, A rebate guarantee on the terms applied to Indian railways is therefore no 
sew proposition to India, and we think that the Government of India might commit 






























































capital, 
actually earns in dividend and 












































249, 





ite to the extent of agreting to give a rebate on the same terme as are api to 
Indian. railways, We are inclined to doubt whether the investing public. will 
understand, and be induced to invest their capital on a rebate guarantee, as it has 
taken a long time to educate English investors in Indian railways to this form of 
guarantee. “Nevertheless, the recommendation seems to us one which might. safely. be 
adopted. We do not think that it ples any great liability on the Government of 
India, or any liability which the Government of India could not fuitly accept, as the 
rebate to which we would agree would be limited to the net profits gained by Indian 
rallwags from interchange of trafic with che Traus-Persian Railway and at the saine 
time the recommendation has the advantage of being in, aecord with the proposal (if 
‘we have understood it correctly’) put forward on the Russian side, 








(4.)—Conelusions, 


Briefly summarised, our conclusions are as follows :— 


(i) We consider that, both on military aud commereial grounds, the Government: 
of India should resist any proposal to bring the railway through Kerman, and 
consequently should not agree to an alignment vit Yerd-Kerman-Chatbar, 

(i,) ‘The same objections do not appear to us to exist in regard to the alignment: 
ed Mujg Teale Olartans ka hilecettiol i Vortus mraeimiopinion thay tv 
dest alignment in British and Indian interests would be vit Yezd-Bunder Abbas, we 
think for the reasons stated in our report that this route might be recommended to 
His Majesty's Goverument as a posse basia of compromise 

(iii.) We are in favour of a British contribution to the expenses of the Société 
d'Etudes as a means of securing representation equal to the Russian representation on 
the Société, 

(iy.) We think that the Government of India might undertake, in tho event. of 
the line being constructed, to give a rebate guarantes, limited to the amount of the 
net profits gained by Indian railways from interchange of traflic with the Trans-Persian 


Railway. 
W. i CLARK], 
D, HAIG. 
T. R. WYNNE, 
October 12, 1911. A, H. MeMAHON, 


























APPENDIX. 


(L)—Notes by Lord Curzon (dated the 26th Pebruary, 1904) on Captain Rittich's 
Report on Russian Railways in Per 








NOW appears upon the scone Captain Rittich and his men ; and they produce a 
scheme which seems to me to be based upon profound political and steatexieal insight, 
and, if realised, to secure for Russia all that she desires, with the maxiinum of advantage 
to herself and the maximum of detriment to us, 

Let me point out the nature of the advantages to Iussia, under the two heads, 
political and strategical— 








I—Political. 





(i) Cutting across Persia diagonally from north-west to sonth-enst, the projected 
ine would place in Russian hands the whole of the principal cities of Persia from 
Tabreer to Kerman, indluding Kaavio, Hamadan (bya branch line Kanyin-Hamadan), 
Tehran, Kum, Kashan, Ispahan (by a branch line Kashan-Ispaban) and Yeu), The 
whole of the Central Persian plateau would thus fall under Russian control, and. from 
this line she could push her influence southwards—to such pluces as Sultanabad, Shiraz, 
and elsewhere, as she pleased. 

(ii) Such a line would not merely firmly establish Russian influence throughout 
the whole of Central Persia, but it would also effectually destroy British influerice in 
the south, for it would skirt, along ite northern flank, the whole of the sphere that we 
have hitherto been disposed to claim, 

[1536] a8) 
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i.) ‘The line would be a relatively cheap and easy one to construct, for it would 
proceed through a generally level country, with « few mountain passes; and it would 
also be cheap and easy to guard, for the tribes along it are of a peaceful character, and 
would give no trouble, 





IL—Strategical. 
‘The strategical advantages of the line are even more striking — 


(i) TE posdesses the supreme merit. of enabling, the Russians to direct against 
Soutliemn Persia, or against the Indian frontier on the Seistan-Mekran section, the 
whole of the troops of the Caucasus, ese: ping both the Caspian crossing, the precarious 
transit along the single Tine of the ‘Trans-Caspian Railway, and the long march 
southwards trom the direction of Meshed. 5 F a 
) Ht possesses the scarely inforior merit from the Russian standpoint, of avoiding 
the GulPaltopether, with a British fleet patrolling it, with British forces very likely in 
occupation of its principal ports, and with British war-ships closing its mouth, Tt takes 
Tusa right out Into tho open doen, and planes her onthe ent at Chast, place 
Which, by dint of the great expenditure that Russia is never reluctant to undertake, 
could be converted into a naval base of considerable strength, in close proximity to the 
Western borders of British protected territory. 

iit.) Similarly, if « branch line were constructed from Bam to Seistan, would the 
railway enable Rusia to rvinfores her position in Seistan, and to throw a’ foree upon 
the Afghan frontier, onthe Kandahar tlink, from the double direction of the Caucesus 
and the combined position in Trans-Caspia and ‘Turkistan, ae 

(iv.) ‘The Tine would be absolutely invulnerable against British attack until it 
reached tho neighbourhood af the British frontion, It would he protected by the great 
desert-on the north, and by mountains on the south. Tt would be too far from the 
sea to bo ent from that and it would have achieved its purposes before we 
could oven scratch its extremities, ‘ 
the Hino possesses the physical advantages of running parallel, through its 
tire length, to the general trend of the Persion mountain aystem instead of attempting 
to cut iv} and the commercial advantage of tapping all the principal entrepdts of 
tmde, 

Ag 


Carzon we 






















































when at home on leave, afte 


the English papers on Seistan, Lord 
eon the Ist June, 1904 :— 


‘There ix a general concurren 


‘That Captain Rittich 

m with the Caucasus, would 
ugv-on the flank of Afighanistan 1 
Ntrategical danger to Indi 
clusion appeats to have Us 





& direct and independent com- 
nw position of overwhelmin 
and would constitute a greate 
to contemplated. This cou- 
n-aceepted by all the authorities in England. 














(2) —Nole by a 





Balfowr (Aprit 1901 Commitee of Imperial Defence 
Paper d 









We inust discourage the eonn fan hy railway with any portion of the 
Russian Buipi Tat clear that, in addition to the occupation of Chaebar, we 
should employ: sat our disposal for preventing the pruject of « Caucasus 
Charbar oF stan railway. being seriously proposed. 
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(7689) No. 401. 


Trulia Ogice to Foreign Ofte —(Reeeived February 22.) 








India Office, February 21, 1912, 
'o for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
enclosing copies of two letters from 


. for which a preference is expressed by 
si of Crewe has nothing to add to what is said in my letter of 





Mr Ad: Barry regarding the pro 
As reards the alignment 
the Mar 
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With regard to the reply proposed to be made to him in paragraph 3 of your letten, 
Lam to olserve that there i some force in the ernicon tint tos Bete ene 
tion on the “ société d'étude” is inferior to the Russian, British enterprise will'be at an 
initial disadvantage which it may be dificult altogether to annul if the project for a 
milvay takes actual shape hereafter, On the other hand, if formal oxcoption is taken 
at the present stage to the constitution of the société, His Majesty's Government will 
to a certain extent be committing themselves in advance, instead of “retaining their 
complete freedom of action in regard to any further dovelopments of the enterprise.” 
{nthe circumstances and subject. to any observations. that may be made by the Board 
of Trade, Lard Crewe is disposed to, suggest that the reply to Mr. Barry might be 
somewhat diflerently worded, as, for instaten, that it fr Lond, Neco oo es 
associated with him to decide whether inequality of representation of British interests on 
the socigté will not tend to affect unfavourably the later development of the enterprise 
it being at the same timo added that, so far as Hi Majesty's Government are qhome 
selves concerned, they have already safeguarded their position by intimating, &e. (as ih 
your letter under reply), 

His Lordship concurs in the intimation it is proposed to make. to Mr, Barry and 
Tord Revelstoke regarding the appointment of a seoretary to the soeiéte, 

Tam, &e, 
LIONEL ABRAHAMS, 























(7809) No, 405, 
(No. 129) Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 22.) 
(Telegraphic) R, 


Teliran, February 22, 1912, 
MY immediately preceding telegram of 20th February. 

After discussion with the Persian Government, Russi 
Russian consul at Asterubad to press the ex-Shali to accopt ponsion of 78,000 tomnang 
and, in addition, such @ lump sum as is necessary for payment of his Caucisians and 
duTkenans, the latter amount to be repsid to tho Persian Government by annual 
deductions of 25,000 tomans from pension, 

(Sent to St. Petersburgh.) 


—————————————— eee 


(7810) No. 406, 


SirG. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 22 





Minister is instructing, 








(No. 130.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. 

MY telegram No, 123 of 18th February, 
Russian Minister aud T are given fo understand that, subject to some verbal 
changes, our proposals will be accepted if a more palatable formula can be fount fee 
ritognition of Anglo-Russian convention, Persian Government. have. sigaested. wo 


alternative formulas, of which only one is worth submitting to the two Gevemnmente, 
Tt runs as follows 








Teliran, Pebruary 22, 1912, 








jou Animated by desire of establishing stable relations of friendship with the 
peigubeuring Powers, Persian Government undertake to conform. theis policy to 

inciples of the convention of 1907 in so far as such policy shall uot Le derovalory to 
Uber porter atteinte i”) the fundatuental principles laid down in preamble of the 
Gd convention, viz, (1) independence and integrity of Persia (2) hor poncotid 
evelopment ; and (3) equal opportunities for commerce and industry of all eolnision 


‘This forn 




















._ This formula seems to be a logical elaboration of what we hav 
third point is inconvenient and m 





asked for, but 
give rise to misunderstandings, Shall we suggest 
to Persian Government that third point sliould be omitted? Another course woul ie 
Sauresly to exclude from it such coucossions as those mentioned in jolut note. et 
7th May, 1910. Former course would doubtless be lino of least rvsistande, and sreuld 
be less likely to give offence to other Powers, 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 
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[7811] No. 407. 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey (Received February 22.) 





Ae 181) 
Telegraphic, 
SHOLLOWING reesived from Meshed, No. 14 >— 


acknowledge{d] receipt by telegraph of instructions 


Tehran, February 22, 1912. 






Position is tI 




















to change his attitude on 20th February, and wrote letter in this sense to a leading 
DAUGEE Gates Boyeseee enor ite Moy alita enon Zieh abroney delivered 
telegram from brother of ex-Shah to the effect that Mobammad Ali was coming to 





Meshed, and this lias encouraged them considerably. T have secured a copy. Roy: 
are CALeed oe eitiate and Tae pessigoined Oy Malonart Nata sce of his 
men, My ve fvftised toack with me as he had had no special instructions 
to that wif ex-Shah léfe Persia, as this would strengthen my hand against 
double dealings ? abe 

"(Addressed to Tehran ; sent to India.) 


Thussian Minister is away till Saturday, 
Could not Russian Government be urged to 
oxorieally to concert with his British colleague ti 
two Powers towards the ex-Shah 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 





















struct Russian consul-general 
nounce jointly the attitude of the 














(7623) No. 408, 


Hdieard Grey to Sir G, Barclay, 








. 11.) 4 
eygraphic.) __ Forei 
SIG, BUCHANAN’S telegram No. 71 of 2ist Rebruary 
If the Persian Government strongly object to the increase 
compromise might he reached, x 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No, 139.) 





1912, 





m Office, February 
brandy: HeeShalt 
pension, possibly some 
















(5940) No, 100, 
Poreign Office to Board of Trade, 












Sir, Foreign Office, Bebruary 

"WITH roforenco to the letter from this Office of the 25th ultimo and ‘pre ious 
correspondence relative to tho complaint of Messrs. Ellinger and Co. in connection 
with the shipment of rod oxide from Hormuz, Lum directed by Secretary Sir Edward 
Groy to tr th further papers on the subject.® : 

I there is, in the opinion of the Board of Trade, any 
objection to informing the firm jesty’s Government will support 
no claim brought by Messrs, F her against: the Persian 
Governuient or agaitist Mu ned, after the resumption of 
the concession, de ¢ further shipments to that firm in fulfilment of the 
contract botween them and the Persian Government, 

Tanto state that an ass are has already been conveyed verbally 

Ellingor, and th red advisable to repeat it in writing, 
would he disposed at the eame time to 8. Strick to be informed 
Passed and of the probability that, in view of the assurance given, Muin 
er decline to ship sny further oxide to them and rum the risk ofan action bein, 
Vought ayainst him or will endeavour to induee the Persian Government to cance 
thoir contract with tho tirm, Ik wonld further be pointed out to Messrs. Strick that, 
thoiygh Lis Majesty's Government are not in a position to take any action on their 
Doha, Sir B. ( toconvey to them a warning of the nature 


wivatod, 
moa Tam, &. 
LOUIS MAL 



























1. Strick 








































ET. 















1129, 141, 170, 





8, 919, 998, and Sir G. Barclay, No. 58, Telegraphic. 






















No. 410. 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Baward Grey.— (Received February 23.) 


Pera, February 18, 1912, 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 23 of the 6th instant, T have the honour to 
transinit to you herewith copy of the report which the British and tho Russian 
military attachés have jointly drawn up and communicated to my Russian colleague 
and myself on the subject of the military measures taken by the Ottoman Government 
on the Persian frontier since the beginning of the yea 

‘The impression which share with M. ‘Teharykof is that, whatever may have been 
the original intentions of the Ottoman Government, they do not seem to be now in the 
direction of an advance, and M. 'charykof is consequently writing. to his Government, 
to suggest that a protest against such an advance as contemplated in the instructions 
conveyed to me in your telegram No. 24 of the 27th January last does not. seam 
now to be necessary. 

We have, however, instructed onr respective military attachés to watch with 
special care for any news of movements of troops and of military preparations towards 
the Turco-Persian frontier, 

Thave, &. 


GERARD LOWTHER, 









Enclosure 1 in No, 410, 
Major Tyrrell to Sir G. Lowther. 


% Constantinople, February 16, 1912, 

THAVE the honour to forward herewith a memorandum concerning, tho’ military 

measures of the Turkish Government on the Persian frontior sinco the let January, 

Which, in accordance with your Excellency's instructions, has been drawn up. it 
conjunction with my Russian colleague, General Holmsen, 
Thavo, &, 

GE, TYRRELL, Major, 
Military Atéaché, 





a 








Enclosure 2 in No. 410, 


THE result of an examination and comparison of all the reports which were 
demanded by telegram from the British and Russian consular officers nt Bagdad, 
Mosul, Bitlis, Van, Erzoroum, and Bayezid, is to show that there is no confirmation of 
the rumoured dispatch of five battalions to the frontier, either by Van or Mosul, and 
that no passage of troops has been reported by the consuls on tho fronton, A report 
from. the British consul at, Erzeroum mentions that orders havo. boon given for tive 
battalions, a regiment of field artillery (six batteries), and a rogimont of cavalry to 
hold themselves in readiness to start for Bayozid if required. However, the Turks 
are still calling up ihtiyats with the object of ‘reinforcing the battalions now on the 
frontier and in the contested zone, and a calculation based on details furnished by 
the Russian consuls at Bitlis and Bagdad shows that the intention is to bring each of 
these battalions to a strength of 800, 

‘The 3rd (cadre) battalions of the regiments now stationed at Van, Mush, Mawana, 
Rowanduz, Kerkuk, Nefte, and Sulemania hayo also been expanded, a proceeding 
which cannot be regarded as abnormal when ihtiyats are being called up. 

Tt has been noticed everywhere that there has been a considerable movement of 
ammunition for the troops on the frontier, which may be attributed to the fact that. the 
new Mauser rifle ammunition, sent from Constantinople during the autumn, is now 
being distributed. At the same time an acceleration of these movements. is observed 
Since the entry of the Russian troops into Tabreez, as well as the transport of other 
articles of supply and equipment. 

[1536 
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confidence of Great Britain su Ba 
No. 4 on the terms of the award would of 
fen ot Te must not be overlooke 
Memorandum by Mr. Parker on the proposed submission of the Turco-Pereian Frontier dispute in the north, 
Dispute'to the Hague Tribunal. andthe na 


ith such direct 
d Russia, while 


T VENTURE to draw special attont last paragraph of this despatch, 
Gontainiig the opinion of the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affaire and of the Deen 8 ward kopt down for Meare 
Ambassador at Constantinople that the Tureo-Persian Front ier Commission is unlikel ‘at Kerbela had’ rekindled “Arment 
fb ea eg any agreenient at Constantinople, and that the matter will have eventually i 
to be referred to the Hague Tribunal, 

Jt will bo recalled that on 21st December, 1911, the Turkish and Persian Goyern- 
‘ments signed n protocol, of which article 4 is as follows: 


“4. Dans To iguds des deux parties no tomberaiont pos d'accord sur : Contracting Parties be aravin np action Boilie and 
ation et application de ertaines clauses ie et trainee bong (0) Gan the cater of the Contracting Parties be draven up without British and 
Dériode de six mots de négociations, pour solutionner completemeat Ayers 
Ia question do la délimitation dos frontiéres, il est entendu que tous les Wes ; A 
points sur losquels il y-aurait divergence seront soun la Cour In 1875 ‘Turkey accepted, conditionally, the frontior zono of tho Anglo-Russion 
‘urbitrale dle Ia Haye afin que In question entidre soit aiust déliuitivemeny “Tdentic " map of 1869, and this acceptance on the part of Turkey may prove a point 
tranchée,”” of some importance, and possibly a governing consideration, in framing the award atthe 
Hague, Appreciation of this and of the importance likely to bo attached by the Court 
Loforo, tha Commission meets at Constantinople it seems desirablo that His to neutral testimony, may eompel Turkey to seek the support aud ovidenco of Great 
Majesty's Government and the Russian Government. shoud look ahenl md covet Britain and Tussin regarding certain contented ponte the the one nee 
how a teforeneo to the Hague Tribunal is likely to affect theit respective netecrs ect But it seems more probable that ‘Turkey’ may Aispense altogether: with Anglo: 
their prostiges whether the eases of the litigants, and moro. espesially that of Verso Rossian assistance, She ean put forward a claim, basod on Dervish Pasba's fantastig 
Gan be drawn up without the co-operation of Great Britain an Recet tap and on spurious documentary proofs collected by that officer, to placos outside 
desirable that Great Britain and Russia s by advice or supplying important the frontier zone; and, on the flimsy pretext of teniporary ocoupation in the past, 


documents in their possession, 4 reference to the Hague ‘Tribunals and sho might, if earlier pretensions were again put forward, lay claim to such places ag 


whether, in the probable event’ of tho ‘Turco-Persian negotiations at Constantinople Tabreoz and even Kazvin, 

proving abortive, an effort should not first be mado by Itussha and, Groene ty trust not bo forgotten, however, that though the ‘Treaty of Erzenoum (1847) ito 

to salve tho dispute by nicans of a Mixed Commission composed of'a Deities Re ian, ho the basis of the arbitration, that ‘instrament only deals specifically with certain 

Audis third delegate or more, possessing powers of arbitration or, if lurker dechig regions of the frontier, confirming, in regard to other portions, the antecedont treat 

‘as in the past to admit arbitration, then of mediation, of which the most important is that of 1639. Neither Porsia nor Turkey could sionors at 
Produce the original text of this treaty 70. years ago, much less now ; and the only Reseroun, 

eliable information on the subject of the text is in tho possession of Tis Mujesty’y Aue 

fovermment and the Russian Government, “On this point, therefore, Turkey might Ma 

(i) The question of British anit Russian interests and preatige. have to appeal to those Governments, 1848, 


‘The Turks and Persians hiave bound themselves, f ny agreement after six months* (ii) Pensta : 


negotiation ot Constantinople, to refer the while dispute to, the luge Pane, With Persia tho caso is materially different in various respects. 
According to articlo 4 of tho Convention for the Puetie Settlement of Tatege cad In the first placo the Persian Government intimated definitely in, 1876 that they 
Disputes” (1002), y selects twas arbitrators, who anust, be soa agreosto't tion) of the British and Tussian 
genoral Ist of * and one of whom mnay . i they might lay down within the frontier 
is ot forveast the constitution of the Corn 
that Turkey swould ehoose i Russian arbitrator and © bombardment of the Med 
Hit she sould choose a British one + Pons . such scanty papers as. sho still possessed; and for documentary. proof-of hee 
British or a Russian arbitrator. Y claims sho would. seom to be largely, if not entirely, dependent upon the Br 
likely (Qat the Uanpite would bo o i Rusia Gavecnent: 
rol teenie of Chin is tha Teta and Russian athitratons maybe exeluded 
altogether nid, in any ease he matter goes before the Hague ‘Ir Pars a ie ‘ a 
tad Ti Covent st mnter aoe fore the Hue o cua an c) Toit desirable dat Great Britain and Russia, either by avice or by the provision 
niajority of the arbitrators heing Russian ancl Ti © a decisive influence on eapupertant documents in their possession, facilitate a reference to the Hague 
tho judgment of the Court. Pribunal? 
pit th othr han, wo possess so mony leting documents, aut so much evidence, 
spensahlo to the suecessful preparation of the Pore hat we possibly could 
induce Persia 10 allow lier ease to be representel by an. advocate presser ee 


‘The Persian Government have now asked for copies of the procte-verbaus of the 
Conferences of Erzeroun (1843-1847) and Bagdad and Mohammerah (1848-1850), It 
4s, however, important to note, in determining whether this request should be aceeded 


* ho geveral Hat inchides th following Hedy sumone: Si Satow, Sir 0, Fitpatrik, * Great Ditaa alone bas spent over 1000000 om wirk connected with the Turco-Pesian frontler-—A, Ps 
‘and Lord Desert [1536] su 
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| Date, Locality, 


Agusressors. Persous or Firm Prejudiced. 
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«| Two British Tada subjects, 


Messrs, Zigler, 











worth Ri ia i inge soa: 
roma tops ani cares 
Hbruty 8 2) Khanh Rergon 2] Seti se] Dina 
Roane ss Shitaimae sf] = EaMien 
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‘janet oe ee 
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¢] Mesars. Livingstone, 












Loyate (atredopiam) 
s=/ Dh sei! aa Mewes eglee 
+) Shianelt Bhorroh 22] Uneeiatn isa oe 
vouber 19s.) Pul-iKaragach +1) Hol Ahmad japanese merchants under British 
esecton, 
sive Hse} SBRiRanss ad anaton gt) LOU yt ae 
iter 20 22) Dastayin lagers yj Sema 
21-2 Row Dakhior —/.| Rasy” Pity te Sh Cl. Horse. 








Tt sims worthy of note that only one 
wal between tho attack 





i Mee Hil fy Aye 





ttack on 1 caraya 


sear tho sya 
Tspation 5 i i 


the ensuing skirmish 


No, fil was a teeachorous attack hy rol guar 


British subject hay travelled betwen Shiraz and Ispahan 





wil 109 (No, 35) and that on Miss Ross on the! 13th 


rot of Central India Horse pruceeding to reinforce the 
the rissaldar major of that regineat was soverely 





A which one sowar waa Killed, oo wounded, aud two 
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Form If. 














Nature of Robbery, 





Aimount 
Recovered, 


























| 
3 | 


Escort, sowar, hold 
Caravan robbery 





Cardvan robbery 
Attack 
Caravan robbery 













Rothery and asante 
ava robbery 





(a) "Robbery and axsa 
(6) Caravan robbery 
Caravan robbery 


a aiiaed 
Stirwah 





[1536] 


Robbery and assault 


Rollery and aesante °? 


Attack on Tis Sajeay's consi 
(Gv0 sowaen of ear kled) 
Caravan rabery 
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Sraremenr of Wilful Damage to the Lines of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department between Bushire and Abadeh, 











‘Year ended the Ist January, 1909 
ip f ny 1910 
t {19 








Reh Spe Nar) ete te ME 











(8094) No, 413. 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofice.—(Received February 24.) 









jon of previous 
th, January, 
lose, for thie 









copies of a 
to the 


in 
telegram and. a desyatel transmit 
establishment of wireless telegraph stations in the Pers z 

Tt will be obsorved that, in accordance with the request made i 
















ir Eyre Crowe's 
nit of Tndia have been asked to furnish an estimate, for communication 
isionors of His Majesty's Treasury, of the amount of revenue to be 
ww stations, 


























otter, thie Gov 
to the Lords Comm 





Tam, ko. 
LIONEL ABRAHAMS. 








No. 419. 
10 Foreign Offce—(Received February 24.) 


(8090) 
Tndia Opie 


‘DHE Under-Seorctary of State for India presents his compliments to the 
Undlor-Sooretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith for the information 
oft ¥ of Slate, copy of a telogram from the Vicoroy, dated the 23rd February, 
191 

























India Ogice, Pebruary 23, 1912. 










Enclosure in No. 419. 






Government of India to Marquess of Crewe. 
‘elographie,) February 23, 1912, 
MY telegram dated Oth January. 

Following recoived from Chamber of Commerce, Kurrachee, 15th: — 


“Chanber would urge the provision of @ small armed escort of Indian troops for 

an leaving Bundar Abbas for Kerman and vice verad, also, if possible, for 

rman. ‘This temporary measure would, the Chamber think, help 

ection of Bri trade interests vid Bundar Abbas till such 
ish order on trade routes of Southern Persia.” 








































time as Persian Gove 






Following reply vent:— 


‘ Proposals similar to those put forward by Chamber have heen considered already. 
His Majesty’s Government docs not think it desirable to send small armed escorts 
of Ind aravans, but othier measures for safe g the trade 
routes 






























* Not printed, 
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[8040] No, 420. 





Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —{Reevived February 24.) 
(No. 133.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, Pebruary 24, 1912, 


YOUR telegram No, 137 of 21st February. 

Some time ago Russian Minister told me that the Russian consul-general at 
‘Tabreez suspected Lecoffre of having disseminated reports as to Russian atrocities and 
also of having instigated mutilation of Russian corpses. 

Tmade enquiries, the satisfactory result of which T communicated to the Russian 
Minister. 

British acting consul at Tabreez has now made enquiry at the branch of the 
Imperial Bank of Persia, who emphatically declare that they made to the Russian 
consul-general no statement whatever of the kind indicated in your telegram, Local 
bank manager considers the charge a base calumny and is willing to swear that 
Lecoffre, who stayed with him during his whole stay at Tabreez, is innocent. Manager 
also states that he himself heard Lecoffre tell fedais whom he happened to mect that it 
was folly to fight the Russians. 




















{8051} No, 421. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Hdveard Grey.—(Received February 24, 
(No. 134.) : = es 


(elegrraphic.) Pehran, February 24, 1912, 

T GATHER from my Russian colleague that the Russian Governinont havo in 
contemplation a loan to the Persian Government of 6,000,001. to he arranged by tho 
Tmperial Bank of Persia and the Russian Bank. 

‘They have instructed sy colleague to report on the value as security of the Crown 
lands, maliat, mint, passports, and unpledged surplus of the customs. 

(Repeat to St. Petersburgh.) 




































(8076) No. 492, 
ap) SiG Barclay o Sir Bivcard Creye—(Recefeed February 24.) 

No, 135. 

Telegraph Tehvan, Pebruary 24, 1912, 
MY telegram No, 131 of 22nd Febru 
Governor-General at Meshed has asked British consul-general to write to the 


agitators that the ex-Shah has ayroed to leave Pe 
Powers. 

British consul-general has asked my authority, as the agitation is increasing and as 
his Russian colleague is encouraging it, to uct as desired by the Governor-General, 

Thave told him that he ean write to who he 
urging the ex-Shah to leave Persia, and that the only matters whieh remain to bo 
settled are those connected with his pension, 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 


1 on the representations of the two 





















(8141) 23. 












vaward Grey —(Received February 24.) 






‘Tehran, February 24, 1912. 





1m No, 196 of 21st February. 
Oil company's agent at Kasr-iShirin asked last month whether I could send an 
escort of Indian sowars to protect the campany’s property tll oor was restore 

replied that T could not: wutharioo the whe of Kermanshal: connulse eiogtt for 
the purpose and that did not see my way to advise further dingateh of troops from 
india, 





















264 


Ihave acted as instructed in your telegram, and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
informs me that the Persian Government are trying to send the new governor, Farman 
Farma, with some foress to Kermanshah, but the necessary money is lacking. 

Salared-Dowleh and Daoud Khan have already fled from Kermanshah (seo my 
telegram No, 113 of 13th February). 








(8148) Ae 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Baward Gre 
37) 
he ne ie) Tehran, Rebruary 24, 1 
TREUIURY tilogmen:roporta that youl slated im thdcdings ot Gomtanure 21st 
February that our share in the Anglo-Russian advance would be used to restore security 
‘on the southern roads, 
In view of your telegram No. 88 of ¢ 
da draft programme 
08, Perel tor 
organisation for six months. T presu 
you wish me to insist on the 
Jendarmorie? Tt would seem qui 
to earmark so large a sum as 100,000 
organised in the south, See my telegram N 








-y.—(Receired February 24.) 








Sth February, T have d 


scussed with 
expenditure which, in ac 


ith Swedish colonel’s 
, enough to finance the 
rd this as satisfactory, or would 
im being expressly divided between north 

yan would sterve other 1 
the portion of the gendarm 
. 84 of 2nd Kebruary, 
























(7394) Nou 425; 


Foreign Office to Board of Trade. 
Sir, Foreign Ofice, February 24, 1912, 
WITH reference to previous correspondence relative to the ‘proposed construction 
of a railway from Moharamerah to Khoseiabail, Lam directed by Secretary Sir Edvard 
Groy to transmit to yon herewith copies of further correspondence with the India 
Office on the subject, and to enquire whether, in the opinion of the Board of ‘Trade, 
Hons af tho lind from Mobamnerals fo Diatil omit bo expected to prove 























y would also be glad to learn the views of the Board as. the prospects 
which the line would bo likely to have of competing successfully with the Bagdad 


a 
Railway. 
ah Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALL 








Wy 





(7438) 





Foreign Office to India Office, 





. Foreign Office, February 21, 1912. 

TAM diroctod by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you, to be laid before 
tho Marquoss of Crevse, a copy’ of a draft telexram regarding the situation in Southiorn 
Porsia whieh he would proposo, subject to his Lordship’s eoncurretice, to send to His 
Majesty's Minister at Tera. 


mat the same time to enquire, with reference to your letter of the 16th instant, 
whether Lord Crewe ig of opinion that the moment has now arrived for informing the 
Porsian Government of the amount of compensation that His Majesty’s Government 
have decided to claim for the attack on Mr. Consul Simurt, in view of the fact that the 
‘sum has recently been mentioned in the House of Commons. 
Tam, &e. 

LOUIS MALLED, 































Nox 39 and 393, 















(7950) 


Sir Hdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay.| 
(No. 144.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Ogice, February 25, 1912, 

YOUR telegram No, 112 of 12th February and Sir G. Buchanan's telegram No. 74 
of 23rd February: Russian trcops. 

‘The withdrawal of Russian troops from Kazyin is so extremely desirable that I 
should be much disappointed if the decision is now reversed. Do you consider that 
their presence near the capital is essential for the safety of foreign lives and property, 
or are the Persian Government strongly urging it? 

(Repeated to Sir G. Buchanan, No. 150.) 













(7956) No, 428, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barelay. 
(No. 146.) 


(Telegraphic.) 
SIR G. BUCHANAN’S telegram No. 77 
T gather that Mr. Shipley shares in a measuro acting. 
Shuja, and the desirability 
In view of our joint action regarding ex-Shah, is thore any 


vernment agreeing to the appointment of Shuja as Governor 
be trusted to remain loyal to them ? 


(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 151.) 


February 25, 1912, 
‘Pabree, 


nsul’s opinion respecting 
of his being appointed Governor-General 















ibility of Persian 
sneral, and could he 





{8338} No, 429, 
Consul Stevens to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Reecived February 26.) 
No. 3.) 
ir, 


Batoum, Pebruary 5, 1912, 
T HAVE the honour to inform yon that the newspaper “Kavken" of the 


Bist January (13th February) reports tho return to Brivan from Tabreoz, on the 
27th January (0.8), of the battalion of the Mingrelian Grenadier Regiment which hive 
been employed in Persian territory for the past threo years. ‘this battalion wee 
originally sent to Ardebil, but when furthor reinforeoments were soquired at ‘Tubrece 
the battalion was ordered to proceed thither by forced anarches. ‘Tho renadiers wore 
the troops that suffered so heavily during the attack made by the fedais in the streets 
of Tubreoz.on a detachment belonging to the regiment, 

According to the same newspaper, the Ist. Caucasian Rifle Regiment also returned 
to Tiflis on the 29th January (0.8.) from the Persian province of Azerbaijan, 

Thayo, &e, 

P, STEVENS, 


























(8230) No. 430, 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Gre ad February 26,) 
No. 54.) 
in, 





Petersburgh, February 20, 1912, 
T HAVE the houour to transmit to you herewith a translation of the wide-nénoiro, 
of which a suminary was forwarded to you in any telegram No, 64 of the 16th nmtant, 
setting forth the ‘conditions on which the, Russian Government consent, to join 
His Majesty's Government in making an advance of 100,0001, each to the Demat 
Government. 

‘The Russian Government consider that, although some of the conditions stated ii 
your telegram No, 73 of the 2nd instant are practically fulfilled, the British and 

(1586) 3Y 
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Tossian Ministers at Tehran should nevertheless address a joint note to the Persian 
i, rweording all the conditions laid down by the two Governments ‘This 

note should, in their opinion, snore especially demand an undertaking’ to the effect that 
the Bersi in future conform to the principles of the Anglo-Russian 
I be acceptable to 


[8193] No. 431. 


Hilward Grey. —(Reeeived Pebruary 26,) 






Constantinople, February 21, 1912, 














g, leaving i to the to propose a formula that ‘i ; : 

ara mn CRIDER pape 6 RES " AWIEI refoence to your despatch No. 54 of the 20th stant, have the honour 
Pid ils Unt jn thus agresing, in view. of ‘the deeperate ‘nancial to report that, in reply to enquiries made recently at the Sublime. Porte, have been 
itu ot ti TEU rear ety Conte vey question oe eta teu informed that the Minister for Foreign Afairs his so far only heard of tho departure 
Any frther conditions than those above referred to, the Imperial Government reserve Gf one: Of Alig ‘Persian: -utembera nth "Turco-Porsian, Doundaty, Conimtseloh for 








Constantinople. It has, therefore, not been possible to fix the date for the meoting of 
the commission, but the Ottoman Government expect to hear soon that all the Persian 
commissioners are on their way, and they anticipate no delay in. commencing work on 
their arrival, as the ‘Turks themselves are quite ready with their commissioners and 
their dossicr 

jeg! inform you by telogram a8 soon as T have any mone definite nows on the 
subject. 





to Uiemselves the 


it to.make any further pecuniary assistance dependent on certain 
demands, of which they wi 


forin His Majesty's Government. 
Thave, &e. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 















Thave, &e 


GERARD LOWTHER, 
Enclosure in No. 430. 











Aido-mémoire. (8236) No, 432, 


AT Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 20.) 


an advan 
uxpressed 










nent agrons to makes jo 
rvormment of 100,000, from each Powe 
Eibassy 0 


tly with the British Government, 
on the conditions 
the 21st January 






(No. 59.) 
Sir, St, Petoraburgh, 

















February 22,191 











































sae point of these conditions the phrase IN accordhnee with the instruetious conveyed to. me in your despateh No, $8 of 
Robes Aire gr Eee can oe eh ily the 7th of this month I yestenlay informed M. Sazonot that Asin D siedidap nest 
: “ conversation with His Majesty's Ambassador ut Constantinople, expressed thie desito to 












isomer Ao hase Se obtain some guarantee that, in the event of the ylaces now oveupiel! by Russian, troops 
blot hte being. declared by the: Turco-Persian Commission or by The Hiugue ‘Tribunal to. be tn 
‘Turkish territory, the Russian Goverament would cause those places to be evacuated. 

M, Swzonof informed me, in replyy that the Ottoman. Aniassador hid. already 

subject, and that he hind replied that tle Russian Government 
slightest intention of occupying: any portion of Turkish territo 
y had added that, as many of thie places now occu pie 
fly outside the disputed zone, there was not the I 
ecision as the Ambassador had indicated Ieing taken it 
Commission or by The Hague Tribunal, 
ano explained to me that, in hol 

iat CaS NG 











‘This considerations which 
in detail in the aid 
the enibsass 
AK 
the ition of" the 
British snissions in Tehran, 
Hien see to it that ths 
ty fie he Ressan: shite 
ts, und, in case of their 
1) Treasury awh 
auclvsirice: iuuist be ropa 

Mihoinel gone of 





























ood of any such 
ious is 





would 
















fet spent on the objects deter 
1 should be the surplus of the northern « 
ings insulicient, any othe 





ngs this Ianguage to ‘Turkdan Pash 
rsky snap, 

Thive, de, 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 





iad had in 













rst pr 
tions stated in the dinolre of the 
the 2st dat ry) ane away’ in fact fulilled, it appears, nevertheless, 
dlusivable that the two Ministers should address a joint note to the Persian Government, 
sobre forth al the conditions Taid- dovsn by: the two muontss In partioul 
uy aloud ¢ the P 1 
the afiemn with tHe. princip 
diye it to thy Persiuns, if they so desire, to propose some other foray 
more auiptabhe te then, ‘ 2 

While Iivinging the ulove to the knowledge of the British Embassy, and while 
Russigit representative in Tehran with instructions 
cessury, at, the same 
ate position of the 














(8459) 


No. 133. 













Note com 





nicated by Count Benckendor{f, February 26, 1 









le Gouvernement persian ne fait quo retarder le dé 
urgent do Perse de Mohammed Ali par les diffieultés enéées au sujet do sa pen 
esting a eouyrir ses engagements envers ses adhdrents Turcomans et 
dle Vamortisation de cette avance. 
Nous chargeons M. Poklewsky de s'exprimer dans le sens qu'une défileation. (le 
20,000, tomans, d'une pension de. 70,000, somme de Ia pension projet 
contre liquelle nous n'élevons pas d’objections, est trop considérable. Cotte 
devrait étre réduite & 10,000. 

Quant A Tayanee, elle devrait Gtre sulfisante pour couvrir Ios udcessités réclles, 
Te-contraire ne pousant que faire prévoir des troubles et des rapinos de la part de 
ces memes Tircomans ot ai 

M. Poklowsky est chargé d’appuyer sur ces conclusivn 

question fa plus urgente ciant Ie départ de Tes 
ralile ane fit 
ppuyer M, Poklewsky en cette démarche. 



















expressing its 
in thy sense above sted, thi 
timo, ty stipnlate that, though 
Porslayy Govermiuont atud the nvcess 
thy qivestion off thi advsiticw svith 
fox tavitvell) Vive tight: to. 
‘enincnt ypeident an certain demas, 
1 the British Goverment, 














deduction 











ie conditions 
furtler youn 
is 0 whe 









will not due course to 















ah, il serait oxtromement 
instructions qui le mettont & mone 





St Petersburgh, Ui 





reuary 2 (1B) 1 


















mbassade Tmpériule do Russie, Londres, 
To 26 fircrier, 1912, 
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[8310) No. 434, 





(No. 138.) 

(Telegraphie,) 
YOUR te 
Following is telegram fron 

which the Russian Minister for 














“1 take the liberty of express 





“However 
forget t 
ze 







be the viow of the 
is undoubtedly the 






from the cont 


some secret pact with the chiefs of the tribes, 
"Shuja also go 





He tried to. take 
bat was. pi 
subordinates, Rashid-uleMulk and Rati-ed-Dowy 
the provins ¥ airo exacting money frou 1 
not bo connected with local authorities.” 


i 
Governor-Ciene 
Joyal (0 then 

In, confirmation of this opinion following 
acting consul at Pabreoss— 






































“Shujuad-Dowlel in on 
appointed hin, Governior-¢ 
il 














whole, Tam 










tikes Immediate steps to tliwart such jute 









foreign Affairs refers : 


ous Tawless tribes; while oj 


ns by will of the Rus 
possession of 5 
ated by the Russian consul-zeneral. His 





sian Goverument are as strongly opposed as over to the appointment of Shuja 
nd T vory much doubt whether he could be trusted to remain 


mself co-op 


0 Hestowing.tith fs of all the ‘tri 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received February 26.) 


Tehran, February 26, 1912, 


at Tabreez, dated 16th February, to 





ing my following humble opinion :— 





Persian Government, the 


should not 
3 0 


y man able to mainiain order in 














consul-general, taking: 





1 his 
Il the administratio 





aire tho curso of the town and of 
Wv and poor, and iu any case should 


telegram has just reached me from 





n of the Khan Maku, 
nd Urmnia districts: he is 
hes, including Kurds; the 
in favour of the ex 
ian will be made to take pl 
Unless the Persian Government 
expeet trouble very soon 


Sal 




















{8357} No. 








Tharelay to Sir 









graphic, 
YOUR telogeam No. bd of February 
Porsian Government 
tho Russian troops at Kazvin, 
Novortheless, anit though do a 
isvessential for the safety of foreign li 
Wiser press for thei 
tho fed 
Russian troops ane within easy mare 
if untoward incidents occur at the tim 
troops had to return, the chance of We reocen 
ater. 























Moreove 








Hilicavd Ciyry— (Received Fel 





of the 











nary 26.) 


Tehran, February 26, 1912. 


strongly urging the continued presence of 
They occasionally ask ane to press for their withdraval, 
think that the preseuee of troops near the eapital 

ss anil property, I still think 
fl itrawwal for the moment, for I feel that 
nore Likely: to. he accomplished without Bloodshed tf the fed 





it would be 
he removal of 
s know that 
ght not to he lost sight of that, 
al of fedais and the Russian 
tion becoming permanent would be 
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No. 436. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reecived Pobruary 26.) 





110.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, February 26, 1912, 

MY immediately preceding telegram of 26th February, 

Russian Minister tells me that orders have now been received for the withdrawal 
to Russia of the Russian troops at Enzeli and Resht, and also for the withdrawal of 
the force at Kazvin, of which one regiment of Cossacks, two battalions of infantry, 
and four mountain guns will remain at Enzeli and Resht the remainder returning. t0 

ssi. 
Considerable reduction in the Tabreez force has also been ordered, 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 











(8439) No. 437. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Reeeived Robruary 26.) 
(No. 141.) 


(Telographic.) Teliran, February 26, 1912, 
MY telogram No, 138 of 26th February, which T did not repeat to St, Petersburgh, 
Russian Minister tells mo that lie has instructed the Russian consul-goneral to 

discourage Shuja from making any appointments, as such a course will mako a return. 

to a legal situation—sovernment by a Governor-General appointed by the Central 

Government—more difficult. 

Teis no doubt desirable that Shuja should remain de faeto governor [2] until the 

Central Government can send Sipabdar, but the strongest injunctions should be given 

im by the Russian Government to refrain from resisting. [ undersiand that the 

Persian Government would be quite prepared later on to reinstate him ns Governor of 

Maraghia under Sipahdar as Governor-General. 

















(Private) 
iller ns applied. for leave, evidently from fear at not being supported by his 
Minister in regard to Shuja, 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 











(8444) No, 





1y—(Recoived Pibruary 20.) 






Tel 





lran, Pebruary 26, 1012, 





MY telegram No, 129 of 22nd Februar 

Ex-Sliah has asked Russian Goverum 

for a loan of 6,000 roubles, whieh hy. pro 

Tundersiand that arrangement 
His Inporial ) 

renewal of his for 





it for a ship of war to take hin avyay and 
es to repay. as soon as lio reuchos Odessa, 

Doing made to meet his wishes, 

begued tho Russian Government to obtain for ii 

that the money needled to pay off Turkomans and 

is oily 70,000 tomnans, should Ve provided partly by 
























adhere to pension of 75,000 tomans and to ex-Shaly beating 
‘kommans, &e,, but they think that the sum requirod should 
n Government by annual deductions uot of 29,000 tomans, 


of 






of paying off 
Tick 10 the Pei 
Dnt of 10,000 toma 

Russian Minister is py 
of the 

















is to be Yo 
1 Bank to bear its share will involve delay, 
id to advance it on the current account as a 





should he effe 





before the ex-Shah I 

Unless the two banks advance this sum, I do not see how 
obtain the necessary sanction for the [tu 
Could not haperial Bank of Persia be wr 
first charge on the joint Government adyatic 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgl and Government of India.) 


























[1586] 
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(8445) No. 439, 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdvard Grey.—(Reevived February 20.) 

(No. 143) 

(Telegraphic. Tehran, February 26, 1912, 
FOLLOWING received from Meshed to-day, No. 16 ; 





‘Position is that Royalists are holding the shrine as before, and are increasing in 
numbers, I have every reason to believe that my Russian colleague is still 
encouraging them in every way. 

“(Addressed to ‘ehran ; sent to India.)” 


Thaye replied as follows -— 


“You should propose to your colleague such joint action as you think desirable 
with a view to quieting the agitation, and report to me result of your interview. 

‘After the repeated instructions which I learn from St. Petersburgh have been 
font to him, your colleague can hardly refuse to join in any action which would be 
dosirabl 









(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





0. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edvard Grey— (Received 









“ebruary 20.) 





ie.) Re Tehran, February 26, 1912. 
MY telegram No, 118 of 18th Februai 


Porsian Government learn that Salired-Dowleh has retaken Kermanshah and 








n Minister has no. instructions 
Dowleh (seo your telegram No. 105 of Sth I 
(Repeated to St. Potorsbi 





regards joint communication to Salar-ed- 
rary), 






















(8193) No, 41, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G Barclay. 






Foreign Office, February 26, 1912. 
tier Commission, 





Pe 
delegates 






_know date of departure of Persian 
has started, 











{8148} 





Sir Rdward Grey to Sir G, Barelay. 

(No, 148.) 
(Tolegraphie.) i 
YOUR telogram Ath February: Gendarmerie. 


Reuter's report is inaccurate. I regard proposal discussed with acting treasurer. 
general as quite sufficient. You may act accordingly. 





n Office, February 26, 1912. 
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[8444] 





No. 443. 
{ Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan. 


(No. 158.) 


Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, February 96, 1912. 
SIR G, BARCLAY’S telegram No, 142 of 26th February. 
We are she hank to advance 35,000 tomans at once. Please telegraph whether 


M, Sazonof will ask Russian Bank to do the same within the next two days, otherwise 
we will ask Imperial Bank to advance the whole sum, 
(Repeated to Tehran, No, 149.) 





(6633) No. 444, 
Foreign Ofice to Mr, Lynch. 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, Rebruary 20, 1912, 

T AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge with an expression 
of his thanks the receipt of your letter of the 14th instant, enclosing for his confidential 
information a memorandum on a scheme for the policing of the Bushire~Isfahan. 
‘trade route. 

1am to inform you, in reply, that» schemo very similar to the one outlined in your 
letter is now under consideration—if it is not already decided upon—by the Persian 
Government. Sir E. Grey will, however, send a copy of your schemo to His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran, and will instruct him to discuss it with tho. Persian Government if 
arrangements are not already sottled, or if it is thought that any of your suggestions 
can usefully be incorporated in their scheme, aes 

am, &e. 


LOUIS MALLET, 














(8463) No. 445, 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Bdward Grey. —(Received February 21.) 
Qo. 165) 
ir, 


; Pera, February 22, 1912. 
SIR G. BUCHANAN in his telegram No, 28 stated that M, Bazonof lid 
expressed tho view that the report of the joint commission (Shiploy-Minorsky) ein 
confidential, it was undesirable that it should bo communicated to tho ‘Turkish an 
Persian Governments ; and again in your telegram No. 48, repeating Sit Q, Buchanan's, 
the latter stated that M. Teharykof had been instructed to concert with me as to what 
portions of the joint report should be communicated to the Persian Ambassador, 

Thad not gathered that his Excolloney intended to make any communication of 
this nature atthe present moment, but proposed to wait until the mombors of the 
Persian Commission arrived here, ‘This morning, however, M. Teharykof told mo ho 
had already made a communication to the Persian Ambassador of which ho left me a 
copy, which Fenclose herewith, 

On my expressing some surprise, his Excellency said that the communication 
contained nothing confidential, and was of a very anodyne nature, 

M. Tcharykof added that the Persian Ambassador, who is the first Persian 
commissioner, had little or no hope of coming to an agreement here. He thought 
there would he two or three sittings, and that then the joint commission would break 
up, and the matter would then be submitted to The Hague Tribunal, 

‘The terms of the submission would be a matter in which wwe could render 
assistance to both parties, 








Thave, &e, 
GERARD LOWTHER. 




















bi) 


Enclosure in No. 445. 








Minoraky and Mr. Shipley respecting the Turco-Persian 
(Question, June 8 to September 16, 1811. 





Le Statn quo avant 1911, 


Kotur. 





ALORS qu’en général les Pures tichent de représenter leur marche en avant 
dopuis 1905 comme une simple reprise de territoires leur appartenant en droit 
istoriquement, ils ne formulent, au moins ouvertement, aucune revendication 
concernant Kotur pour la raison que ce district a été eé06 ala Perse en exécution de 
Particle 60 du Traité de Berlin, A 
Nous avons constaté, toutefois, qu'une partie du territoire de Kotur tel quill est 
marqé sur Ja carte annexée au protocole signé le 15 (27) juillet, 188), & Sarakamyah 
par les Colonels Hamley ot Zelenoy, a été rotenue par les Tures fi savor, os tereains 
des villages do Bodjik (reete Biledjik), Razi, Gharatil (Haratil), Ghellik (Djellik)- 
Youkary, Ghellik (Djellik)-Aschaga, et Panamérik—tous & Youest de Kotur]. 














Cheri, 


On peut dire quo les empictements tures proprement dits commencent au sud de 
Ja montagne de Surava, ol la frontibro, avant 1905, passait par la ligne de partage des 
eaux ontro Khanyya (ture) et la gorge de Drishvan (Deitik), laquelle se trouvait a 

outro Jes mains des Persians, Voie les points-frontidre qui viennont aprés 
allant du nord au sud; entre le col de Boroush-Khoran (carte id. 
Borooshe-Koura) celui de Balakoo entre Khaneberi (persan, carte id. Hassaberi 
Khane Soor (ture), les villages do Sary-Chichek (non marqué sur la carte i) 
Dinner (cate id, DjaneDary, et In source de KhaniZiaret so en-dossus da village 
d’Ourtanya (dans le district de Shepiran), 




















Somat. 





is été claire 
s'étondait certainement Jo long de la vallée du fleuve nord (la 


ritoire persan i’ Vouest de Somai semble n'avoir j 
i définie, mais el 
vitro dito Somat ou Berduk) qui apris son confluent avec les rivibres By 
Arzin, forme a Nazly Chai, jusquaux ruines de la Borduk Kala érigg 
bogs de Som: 


























Baradost. 


\ Baratost la front 
ments do Seri-Baydost qui dom 





par li montagne de Kotur et les embranche- 
plaine de Baradost, lest & mentionner que 
les villages do Séro et Sartyk, situds dans cotte plaine, étaient gouvernés par les ‘Cares 
quelques, temps avant 1905." Nous apprimes quill y a de cela une vingtaine d'anndes 
wi criminel, qui s'était dyadé dune prison turque, prit résidence & Séro. Les 
autorités turques s'étant adressées en vue de son, extradition au Gouverneur d’Urmia 
recurent de co dernier la réponse que Vafluire n’était pas de sa juridiction, vu que le 
villagy on question appartenait au Chetk de Shomdinan et se trouvait par conséquent 
sous Tadministration turque. C'est cette confusion des droits de VE:tat avec ceux 
du proprictaire torrien, dont il y a maints exemples dans Ie différend do frontiére, qui 
conduit, dapris. Vocenpation des denx villages ci-dessus 
mentionnées, Tout le Baradost était ila Perse qui possédait un 
poste douanier & Behik, 


































il existait une maison de 
de Djaddy de Pan I 
ie de partage des eaux 
it par In rividre de Kinloo dans 

é, dépendant de cette dernitre. 


At snd de Baradost & Arzin (qui fait partie de Tergever) 
dou Ww od des impots éta 




















district d'Mlan, et de la petite rivi 
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‘Tergever est séparé de la Targaia par le massif de Sitaver. Derbond, situé a 
Vorifice de la gorge d’oi sort Je Rouze-Chai, est habité par des Kurdes (sous la 
domination du frére de Beder Khan Beg) qui méme actuellement sont peu disposés & 
reconnaitre la souveraineté turque. 


Desht. 


I existait aurefois 4 Desht une maicon de douane persane (au village de Djermi, 
situé & la source du Berde-Soor) et ce district, ainsi que ‘Tergover, wont été occupés 
Par les Parcs qu'aprés Ia mémorable défaite de Madjdus-Saltané par Yaver Pacha du 
1 aoft, 1907. 


Mergever. 
'ge de Ia douane persane se trouvait & Norgni, Dans ce district 
on nous permit de voyager nous-mémes avec nos escortes jusqu'd Binar, qui est a 
gorge In plus éloignée dans Je massif de la frontidre, et nous apprimes quo le 


caravansérail de Zini-Khan constituait jusqu’a la récente marche en avant des Tres, 
Ja frontibre entre les deux Etats, 2 





A Mergoyer le si 








Ushnw, 


Dans le district d'Ushnu lo d6filé bien connu de KéléShin a toujours td 
considéré comme formant la frontidre ; ce fait est confiriné par tous les voyageure qui 
ont visité Vancien monument qui se trouve A son somimet (vide de Morgan, " Mission 
scientifique,” tome IV, vol. i, p. 277, 1896). Une maison de douane persane oxistait- dans 
Ja ville mémo d’Ushinu, dont Te gouverneur, Suleiman Khan, était subordonné au 
gouvernour persan d’Urmiah, 

Personne des habitants, tant de Djaldian que des autres villages situées sur In 
Toute que nous avons visités, n'a pu dénier qu'ils avaient véou sous un gouvernenr 
persan qui, antérieurement la marche en avant des ‘Tures, avait administré le. pays 
Jusqu’au massif de la frontitre de Kaudil. 





Tahidjan, 


maison de douane persano & Khané et los 
Persans levaient dans les villages, frontibro do ‘Camarchion, Komtara et, Kyz-Kupan 
des impéts dont le revenu annucl pour tout le Lahidjan se’ montait A 1,080 tomans, 
‘Tant & Shinava que sur le Mootava-tipé on voit les ruines de forts persins, 


Dans l'ancien Lahidjan il exista 











Tirkesh, do. 

Bien que Baix Pacha, de la tribu des Mangurs, ait tiché de prouver qu'il avait 
toujours véeu A Tirkesh sous Ia juridiction turque, nous ayons en des assurances 
Positives que Soudj-Bulagh levait habituellement des impOts & Mergan (jon distri), 

vis, Hamzé Agha lui-méme, "ancien chef des Mangurs, fut traitreusoment assass 
en 1881 par VAmir Nizam, alors qu'il venait 4 Soudj-Bulagh pour faire sn soumis 
aux Persans. De plus, Ja fille de Hamzé Agha, Bupir Agha, le représentant reconnu 
de la ligne ainée, supplanté depuis a marche en avant des ‘Cures par Balz Pach qui 


appartient & la branche cadette, a depuis les récents événements, pris domicile pres do 
Sondj-Bulagh. 












mn 








Vazné, 


es tribus Mangurs qui ont leurs quartiors Whivor & Pishder (ture), et qui, depuis 

inérations, se considérent comme sujets ottomans; dautre part, les Persans font 

valoir quo le statut personnel de ces nomades comme sujets ottomans ne. saurait 

favour des Tures aucun titre par rapport aux yailas (paturages d'été) studs 

est-i-diro persn, duy massif de Kandil, I'n'y a pas do villages. sur lo 

e Vazné qui est inhabitable en hiver par suite du froid rigourenx, et Yon 

peut cire que Ia longue série de négociations & eo sujet entre Ia Perso et Ia ‘urquie 

quia continu “i une date tout & fait réeento a seulement sorvi & mnontier qu'on 
vest pas arrivé & régler la question. 


















Serdeshit. 

Le dernier gouverneur persan de Serdesht (1007) a été Izamul Mulk, et des 
maisons de douane étaient éablies i KohnéMishka et Bouran, aveo, pour directeurs, 
ment Mirza Ali, ainsi qu’'d Beytoush. ‘Les districts do 

4A 
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Boradji ct Alan, ot étaient situées les trois dovanes prémentionnées, étaient indubitable- 
ment des districts-frontiére persans, Le village d’Alsho, situé sur le versant onest du 
massif Kandil, nous a été indiqué comme se trouvant en ‘Turquie. La frontiére entro 
Sordsht ot le fort ture de. Kala-Dizé (Hamidie) est formé pare ale de Kaet-leek 
Ta frontitre sud d’Alani-Adjem (i.e., Alan, ture [sie persan] est constituée par la 
tivitre Kialoo & partir du pout Teyyet en amont jusqu’a son confluent avec le Kiveroo, 
fleuve qui forme la frontitxe nord-oiiest des territoires de Bané, 





Bané. 





Bané Iui-méme est composé de huit districts, 4 savoir, Dol 
Bnakhwé, Shwé, Namashir, Deshte-Tal, Kiverco, ‘Tazhan, Pash-A 
que nots avons établi par une enquéte sur les Hew 
¥ seulement quatro i cing ans, 


churriava, Balwaw- 
rbéba, qui tous, ainsi 
cont été occupés par Jes Tures il 














Les Districts“ nouveau,” 


11 est & mentionner qu'aueun des fonctionnaires tures ni civils ni militaires, avee 
Tesquels nous sommes venus en contact durant notre voyage, nia jamais essayé de 
soutenir quo les districts limitrophes persans aurnient été en possession des 
antérieurement & 1905. Lo nom méme de “nevahiyi djédidé”” (nouveaux districts), 


dont. on les appello maintenant officiellement, implique le caractére récent de leur 
acquisition, 





Te Statu quo de 1639, 


Nous voudrions encore attirer Vattention particuliéxe sur Ie fait que les Tures en 
nous parlant de Ia nouvelle frontidre, faisaient invariablement allusion & cette «lernidre 
comme a Ja. “limite du statu quo." Mais Vexpression précitée, attendu qu’évidem- 
ment ils ne se référaient pas & année 1905, ne saurait avoir aucun sens 4 moins 
entendre par 1 l'année 1630 A.p,, date du traité bien connu et dont le texto 
Par suite dos omissions qu'il comporte, a fourni la base principale aux revendications 
Purques (ride Mémorandam du Ministéro des Afiires Htrangores britannique sur la 

frontibre tureo-persane), 





























question de 


Les Limites de UOceupation actuelle, 







Khoi. 





To point To plus avaned ve 
des Turos eat le village de 
mi 


Te nord qui se 
Jikan sit 
IF qui spare co district do Sa 


ye actuellement entre les maing 
uur le versant appartenant & Khoi du 

villages dépendant de Khoi 
situés dans Ja plaine de Salmas, ’ savoir Mafi-Kendi 
‘Tures. Les deux derniers sont’ en dehors de la zone 
est roprésentée sitr la carte identique. 








depuis uno époque rect 
ot Kenyani, sont 
neutre, tolle q 





Salmas, 





Silmas lui-anéme est Inissd ila Perse, mais est entouré au nord, A Vouest et au 
aud par les districts occupés, a savo 







1. Hoder, ow 1a vallée des Kure 
shichek, Séramérik et Ayan (ce dorni 
deux ow trois ans), 

2 Déirik et le haut plateau entre Dérik et Chebrik avec les villages do Hambanova 
(appartenant aux Pishnamaz de Salmas), Akhveran (appartenant & Kerbolai Abdulla et 
Mudlji Hossein de Kohneshehr), &c,, tandis que la ville de Kobneshehr, immeédiate- 
mont i Vest do ce plateau, appattient anx Persans, 

5. Chelitik et le versant nord des moniagnes de Séguird et Karny- 
los villages d’Adjivadj, Zévédjik, &6, Tes villages de Guluzan, Malham. 

Kkhty sont liséés & Ia Perse, 


Jes villages persans les plus proches sont: 
Ahandonné de ces habitants ily a A pen pris 





















yarykh avee 
bakh- 









‘Temer ot Kh 
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Anzal. 


Ta péninsule de Karabagh est encore entre les mains des Persans, mais Jo 
communication sor Ja route de Tabriz et Dilman A Urmiah est coupée par les champs dn. 
village d’Isti-su occupé par les ures, qui s'étendent sur les terrains donnant au nord 
accés an «éfilé de Kooshehi 













ean) 


ogo, da Naaliccha, 
long des collines qui 














mn 
‘alé-i-Ismail-Agha ; dans Targorae! du Rowzé-chai celui de Kelhur; et dans la gorgo. 
de Berdé-soor celui de Bend. 


Baranduz, 


De Ia localité ainsi Aénommiée la frontitre monte sur Ja montagne Sir, puis descend 
dang la plaine de Barandue en Jaissant & la Turquie le village de Dizé, situs du cbt6 
est do la gorge. Ce village nous a été indiqué par les Tures comme étant 10. soul 
geeupé par eux aur Ja rive gauche du Barandiz, mais nous fone informés d Sorlarud 
que les Ottomans administraiont également les villages de Khataylu, Didan et Saati, 
situds on aval de Dizé, Ensuite la frontidre, A partir do Dizé, longe Ja rive droite (ou 
sud) de la rividre do Baranduz jusqu’d V'endroit ott celle-ci' se jette dans lo lac, on 
coupant ainsi—eotto fois du edté sud—Urmiah non seulement de Soudj-Bulagh, mais 
méme du district de Dol qui dépend encore d’Urmiah et quant auquel les ‘Pures ont 
toujours admis qu'il était territoire persan, 























Dol. 


La frontidre commence do nonveaw A un point sur Ie lac aa sud de Djébel-Kendi 
ot va A Vouest par les collines entre Sarasanly (ture) et Sultanabad (peran) puis 
tourne vers lo sud en suivant lo massif qui sépare Dol du district de Deshtebil, Le 
village de Belistan, & I’6poque ot nows Vavons visité, était lo dernier point que les 
Persana gardaient encoro h Del, mais a notre retour d'Urital sous apprimes que lo 
Partisan ture, Mamed Emin, avait ét6 réinstallé par les agents du Chelk Abdul Kadit 


ét les Tures et quo de cette fagon la souveraineté persane dans ce village était devenue 
piirement nominale. 











Ta Frontitre au Sud de Sulduz, 


Dol, qui est isolé des nutres possessions porsanes, est eépard do Soudj-Bulagh par 
Te large et riche district de Sulduz qui s'étend jusqu’au lac. Depuis Voeeupation de 
Bané par les Tures, le territoire persan, an sud des districts de Sakkiz. (sépard do 
Mirsad) et Khorkhor, consisa, dane les distieia de Alerooes or parmi eux Khaluzé 
est considéré comme point-frontiére. Merivan (Mehreban) appartient a Ia provinces du 
Kardistan persan (Senné) et est expressément mentionné dans lo traité turco-persan 
de 1049 a.1t, (1639 4.0.) comme étant une possession persane, 
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[8487] No. 446. 

; j Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received February 27.) 

(No, 67, 

Sir, St. Petersburgh, February 24, 1912. 





THAVE the honour to report that the semi-official “Rossin” of to-day publishes 
an article on your recent speech in the House of Cominons, which it describes as a 
dignified roply to the systematic attacks made by English Radicals on Anglo-Russian 
policy in Persia. ‘This policy is stated by certain ill-informed publicists and 
politicians to ho based on aggressive designs on Persia. ‘The article says that this is 
Zot the firt time that you havo had to come forward as the channpios ofthe Anglo- 
Russian agreement, and on every occasion the invariable result has been the defeat of 
the Russophobes in the House of Commons who make these groundless charges. ‘The 
‘opponents of the Anglo-Russian agreement have been very much to the fore during 
the Inst fow weeks, taking advantage, for the purposes of their propaganda, of the 
presence in London of Mr. Morgan Shuster. The article notes, however, with 
satisfaction that Mr. Shuster has not succeeded in his object of raising a powerful 
agitation against tho Anglo-Russian agreement in the United Kingdom, though of 
course his “revelations,” coming from one imbued with an implacable hatred. of 
Russia and the Russian Government, were widely exploited by the yellow press. But 
the serious public, both Liberal and Conservative, regarded the complaints of the 
American adventurer with indifference and mistrust. 

‘The article goes on to say that your woll-merited rebuke to the English opponents 
of tho Anglo-Russian agreoment was a fresh, and should be a final, defeat of the 
smaleontents, who wore unable to bring forward one single serious reason against tho 
continuance of the agreement. Russian public opinion, the writer says, will note with 
satisfaction tho sincerity and eonvi h which you defended the action of Russia 
in Porsia, ‘Tho article, closes. by expressing a hope that this unanimity of the two 
Cabinets iw Persian affairs will continue, since it is only such conditions that there ean 
bo any prospect of a speedy restoration of a normal political situation in Persia, 
Porsia requires the material and moral support of her two nearest neighbours for the 
resteration of her eredit in the European money market and for the removal of that 
state of anarehy which prevents her from making use of er great national resources, 

Thave, &e. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANA: 























































[8536] No, 447. 
Admivalty to Foreign Ofice (Re 





id February 27.) 





Sir, Admiralty, February 24, 1912. 
TAM commanded by my Lords Commissiouers of the Admiralty to ‘transmit 
hierowith, for the inforn Foreign Affairs, copy of a 
report by the senior nayal officer, Persian Gulf, dated the 9th January, 1912, which 
has been received through the commander-in-chief, East Indies, on the subject of the 
state of affairs at Bushiro, 
Tam, &. 


. MURRAY, 





















Enelosure in No. 447. 


Captain Tanered to Commander-in-chief, Hast Indies. 





i His Majesty's Ship “Fox,” at Bushire, January 9, 1912, 
T HAVE the Nouour to report that on receipt of a telegram from the. acting 
resident, Bushire, on the 26th December, reporting grave news from the interior and 
asking urgently for a ship, I dispatched His Majesty's ship “ Espiegle” to Bushire, 
nl wired to the officer commancling the troops at Jashk cancelling the order for the 
7th Carnaties to embark for India, and proceeded to Jashk. I also waried the 

troops to be ready to embark, 
2, On the 27th December, the acting resident, Bushire, wired asking the strength 
troops that could be dispatched to Bushire, also what strength naval brigade 
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in that some force would be required I gave 
ion, and warned the Charbar detachment to be 


‘could be landed. As it seemed ce 
orders to embark stores and ammunit 
Teady to embark. é 

2. On the 28th Decomber, in accordance. with your instructions, I embarked the 
Jashk contingent of the 79th Carnatics, consisting of 5 British and 4 Indian officers, 
2 native surgeons, and 169 rank and file, with 19 camp followers, with. tents, 
ammunition, and provisions for thirty days, and left about noon, with all dispatch, for 
Bushire. At the same time, I ordered “Minto” to proceed to Charbar, and embark 
‘the contingent of 70th Caratics stationed there, and proceed to Bushiro with all 

spatch. * 

4. On the 29th December, I ordered “Odin to Bushire. RIALS. “Minto” loft 
Charbar, having embarked 2 British and 4 Indian officers, 1 native surgeon, and 100 
Tank and file. “I also ordered ‘“Alert” to Basidu to take on board the portablo wireless 
sot and convey it to Bushire. 

-2; On the 30th December, “Fox” arrived off Reshire at 7 4.x, and commenced 
to disembark troops at once. ‘A very strong south-easterly wind got’ up anid rendered 
the operation very difficult, but all troops wero landed by 2 va ‘There being too 
much surf to Jand tho remaining ammunition and provisions, I dispatched 
His Majesty's ship “ Espiegle” with tho lighters to land them at tho eustomhouse 
‘and arrange for their transport to the troops, 

8, On tho 81st Docember, RIMS" Minto” arrived at noon, but the weather was 
too rough {0 attempt landing at Reshire, so I sent her to Bushire inner anchorage 
to wait orders, 

7., On the Ist January, the wind being all gone, “Minto” and “Odin ” anchored 
Of Reshire at daylight, and“ Minto’s” contingent, wore landed by 10 Aa ‘with all 
provisions, &, 

&. The 2nd January, being the day when it was expected that Colonel Douglas 
Would try to effect a junction with the Kaserun detachment of Contral Jndia Light 
Horse, T arranged to meot the acting resident and consult. with Colonel Andrews, 
Commanding the troops, and the officer commanding the Bushire company of the 39th 
Central India Light Horse as to the situation, After duo consideration, I did not 
consider that 290 native troops with 50 cavalry unsupported by a naval brigade or 
artillery were sufficiently strong to relieve Kaserun if Colonel Douglas wih 260 
cavalry should fail, but that with a naval brigade there was a good chanco of 
success, 

9. On the 2nd January all transport was arranged and tho naval contingent ready 
to land at a moment's notice with fourteen days’ provisions; but having tecoived 4 
telegram to the effect that Colonel Douglas had joined up with the Kaseran arty on 
Kotal Dukhti tho situation was eased, and 1 was able. to dispatch Ocho act 
‘ Esriegle ” to their cruising stations, following myself as soon as 1 had coaled) from 
the collier expected on the Sth January, 

10, Ihave ordered His Majesty's ship “ Alert to remain off Reshiro to keop -y 


Wireless communication, and set up tho portable wireless set in tho ‘telegraph 
concession. 





























11. I would submit that a force of uative infantry, with a mountain. battery 
detachment, should bo retained at Bushire in caso of a reourrence of the attack on the 


cavalry patrolling the road, which appears more than likely, and may, next time, 
be on a large scale. 


T have, &o. 
JAMES C, TANORED, 
Senior Naval Oficor, Persian Gulf. 





(8616) No, 448. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 21,) 


ERs Tehran, Rebruary 27, 1912, 
R telegram No. 147 of 26th February ; Turco-Persian Frontier Commission, 
are Ambassador at Constantinople, Etela-wlMulk, who left 
ary, and Nazer-ul-Mulk, ex-Vice-Governor of Tabreez, who 
left Tabreez for Constantinople on 22nd February. 








(2538) 
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[8633] No. 449. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received February 27.) 
No. 147, 
(Mian ie) Tehran, February 27, 1912. 
FOLLOWING received from Meshed, No, 17 of 27th February:— 


“My Russian colleague, having failed to create anarchy sufficient to justify 
intervention by encouraging the Royalists against the constitutionalists, is now trying 
another method. He has instigated his subjects to complain that their shops in the 
#hrine ere unsafe, and has written to Karguzar that he gives him two days to disperse 
the mob. 

“As the mob exists owing to my colleague, situation is again critical.” 


(Repeated to St, Petersburgh and Government of India.) 


(8645) No, 450. 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived February 21.) 
No. 80. 
(Neier) hie.) 1. St, Petersburgh, February 27, 1912, 
YOUR telogram No, 145 of 23rd February. 
Russian Government have instructed their representative at Tehran to propose to 
join with Sir G. Barclay [group omitted: ? in submitting] to Persian Government 
formula of recognition of tho Anglo-Russian convention suggested by you. 





(8444) No. 451, 
Poreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 


Foreign Opice, February 27, 1912. 
ry Sir Edward Grey to inform you that it has become 
sary for His Majesty's and the Russian Governments to provide a sum of 
or distribution among the adhersnts of the ex-Shah, Mohammed Ali 
Mirna, hotore his «i 1 Persian territory, 

Tam accordingly to enquire whether you can make the necessary arrangements to 
placo immediately to the credit of His Majesty's Minister at Tehran the sum of 
8,000 tomans, being the share of His Majesty’s Government in the transaction. 

Tam to wdd that, if for any reason the Russian share of 35,000 tomans isnot forth- 
coming immediately, Sir E, Grey may find it necessary to request you to place a further 
sum of 35,000 to G, Barclay’s disposal, 

Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(8657) No. 452, 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofice.—(Received February 28.) 


Sin, India Ofice, F bruary 27, 1912, 
1 AM directed by the Secrotary of State for India to 


for it, especially: 
de suggested 
ce to the enquiry made in paragraph 2 of your letter, I am to say 
that his Lordship, for the reasons already given, would have preferred that the claims 
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of His Majesty's Government should be presented as a whole; but, as the sum to be 
demanded as compensation has been mentioned in Parliament, and as delay in dlaiming 
it may be misunderstood, he sees no objection to the proposed communication being made 
now to the Persian Government. 
Tam, &0, 
R. RITCHIE, 





[8786] No. 453. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office—(Received February 28.) 


Sin, 25, Abchurch Lane, London, February 28, 1912, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 27th instant, 
enquiring whether the bank can make the nocessary arrangements to. place 
immediately to the credit of His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran the sum of 30,000 
tomans, and to inform you in reply that the bank can at onco placo the aaid aum 
at Sir George Barclay’s disposal. 

I am requested to add that a further sum of 39,000 tomans can, if nocossary, be 
held at the British Minister's disposal, 

Tam, &. 
'G. NEWELL, Manager, 





[8837] No. 464. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received February 28,) 

(ie 18) 

"Telegraphic.) Tehran, February 28, 1912, 
IMPERIAL Bank of Persia will probably approach you this afternoon with ri 

to an advance of 100,000 tomans to the Persian Government independently of tho 

advance required for the ex-Shah [ ? }, I spoke to the manager this morning with 

regard to former advance in consequence of an appeal from Mornard, but L have sinoo 

teen my Russian colleague, who wwishes 10 withhold thie advance nil we: soo howe 

the Porsian Government take the amended formula for rocognition of Anglo-Ruasian 

convention which we are proposing to the Persian Government to-day. I shall 

telegraph again this evening. 





(8854) No, 455, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 28.) 
(No. 149.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, February 28, 1912. 

MY immediately preceding telegram of 28th February. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs gave no certain indication as to tho chance of 
acceptance of the amended formula. He promised to consult Cabinet tonight and 
tell us to-morrow verbally whether it is accepted. If it is L trust that Imperial Bank 
of Persia will allow their manager to advance without conditions the 100,000 tomans 
needed most urgently by Mornard to be repaid from the two Governments’ joint 
advance, whieh, even after the amended formula is accepted, may be possibly delayed 
for a day or two. 

Manager's present instructions preclude him from making any further advance ot 
all, though I believe that present overdraft at the bank is composed entirely of claims 
against the Persian Government, which the manager has debited to their current 
‘account though they have not been recognised by the Persian Government.  Mornard 
is doing his utmost to get these claims recognised, and manager hopes to put screw on 
by refusing further advances until they are recognised. I trust that this will be 
discouraged by the head office. 
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[8850] No. 456, 


ROS Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Baweard Grey.—(Received February 28.) 
fo, 84.) 
(Helographic) TR St, Petersburgh, February 28, 1912, 
YOUR telegram No. 158 of 26th February. 

I spoke to Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday as instructed. 

His Hxcellency told me to-lay that he was in communication with Minister of 
Finaneo, and that as soon as he received latter's sanction he would send an urgent 
telogram to Russian Minister authorising advance of 33,000 tomans by Russian Bank. 





(8852) No. 457. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Baveard Grey—(Received February 28.) 
(No. 86.) 
(Telegraphic) Ry St. Petersburgh, February 28, 1912. 

SING, BARCLAY’S telegram No, 144 of 36th February: Communication to 
Salar-ed-Dowleh, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs is sonding instructions to Russian Minister on the 
aubject but fears that after his recent success Salar-ed-Dowleh may not be eaty to 
joal with, 





(8946) No. 458. 
India Ofice to Porcign Ofice.—(Received February 29.) 


Sir, India Opie, February 28, 1912, 

TAM directed by the Secrutary of State for India to ueknowledge the receipt of 
our lotter, dated the 16th February, 1912, regarding the enquiry made by the Pe 
WUiisye Syndeate anc anetruness given: Uy His Maleate Goseenreeak te cones 
with the Trans-Porsian or other railway scheme in Persia, 

As regards the Trans: Pe 3 juess of Crewe concurs in the reply 
that it ix proposed to make to the 

With regard to the position jan, Transport Company, Tam to offer the 
following tions for the e tion of the Secretary” of State for Foreign 
AM 


Tt in noted that the ar 1 in the draft is dealt with by the Persian 
‘Transport Company, ary, 1911 ide by them the 
Dasis of w elaitn to con asoned answer appears to h 

siven to ily rejected in the manner proposed in the 
tai Eon Grogs toa Aint con trorny and tea ba any eee 


and comprehe { rallway’ construction that goes fir beyond the districts to 

which the operations of the Persian Transport Company have been confined, and may 

ultimately cover the whole of Southern Persia, Le would, therefore, Lord Crewe believes, 

His Majesty's Government should support any such 

ansport Company would be ius position to propose to 

the Persian Railways Syndicate, and I 

, that the draft reply to the syndicate 

assaye, of which a copy is enclosed, for 

rds “districts traversed by the roads ofthe 

company.” observed, will render unneeessiry the reference to. the 

‘Anglo-Rugsan couvention, and to the shin put forward by the Company for preferential 
consideration in view of its provisions, 

Tt i a question whether, when the draft reply to the syndicate is dispatched, a 

communication should not also be sent to the Persian ‘Transport Company in the same 


281 


sense with reference to their letter of the 28th January, 1911, and the suggestion be 
made to them that their object should now be to come into the Persian Railways 
Syndicate in the manner contemplated by Sir E. Grey when he arranged that Mr. Lynch 
sthould be clectel to a sob on tie hour 

Pending receipt of their reply, the question of the renewal of their road concession 
sight be allowed ¢9 romain in abeyance 

Tam, &. 
R. RITORIE, 


Enclosure in No, 458, 
Suggested Amendment of Passage in Draft Reply to Persian Railways Syndicate. 


THIS assurance was not overlooked by His Majesty's Government when thay 
entered into. communication with your syndicate as th thoir approwching the Persian 
Government ; but having given dué regard toall the cireumstances, they would not fool 
ipatifed in mupporting the chins of the Persian Transport Companys again the 
ersian Railways Syndicate for the separate construction of any of the lines included in 
the large and comprehensive scheme of railway development in Southern Persia which 
the syndicate have proposed. 
is Majesty's Government have given no assurance of support to any other persons 
‘or syndicates in connection with railway construction in Persia, 





(8943) No, 459. 
India Ofico to Foreign Office. —(Reevived February 29.) 


Sir, India Office, February 28, 1912, 
IN reply to pour letter, dated tho 22nd instant, T am dirooted hy tho Searotary 
of State for India to say that he concurs in the answer which the Secretary of Stato 
for Foreign Affairs proposes to give to His Majesty's Minister, Tehran, regarding the 
arrest of the persons really responsible for the attack on Mr, Sraart. It is, however, for 
consideration whether the prestige of His Majesty's Government will be advanced by the 
Husiahment operons who were not rally eaponsibl, and whether therefore the mntter 
should not be allowed to drop. 
Tam, &, 
R. RUCCHIE, 





(8996) No. 460, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Eiwand Grey.—(Reeeived February 29.) 
(No, 150) 
loge Tehran, February 29, 1912, 
MINISTER for Foreign Affairs informs me that, Russian military authorities 
seized some days ago some Persian cannon which were intended for firing the usual 
salute for tho new Turkish Ambassador, who was about to arrive at Enzeli, Not= 
withstanding all the efforts of the local authorities and instructions of the Russian 
consul from Tehran, which should have arrived in ample time, local authorities appear 
to have been unable to recover cannon in tine to salut 
urkish Ambassador on his arrival was very indignant at omission, and has 
to proceed farther than Resht on his way to Tehran withouvinstructions from 
Constantinople, and has declined all the usual ceremonies, T understand from Russian 
Minister that whoever is respousible for this unfortunate blunder is likely to receive 
fitting punishment, 
just received a message from the Minister for Foreign Affairs saying how 
dceply tho Persian Government feel this humiliation, 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





[2536] 
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No. 461. 
[8040 No. 461. 
ir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


(elegraphic.) reign Office, February 29, 1912: 
avon F Lecoitre, 
YOUR telegram Ni th February : Mr. Leco ifs 
Tilers i eels Lecoftre shiould not receive a new appointment. 
Russian Ambassador has heen informed. 


Re 152, 





[8657] 


(No. 156. 
(Telegraphic, R. 
Tun Oe dene iting for organisation of gendarmerie, 
ich ey ti ® (ee sour telegram No. $1 of 2a February), 
vavety thie yor mieenttge® oF do you antiipive Uhat the force will bo eefont for the 
TVALiom orCordeciiii io acaita stare: ek ’ 
ee AIS LD UReGH ais TONE tar ho ek on Sle ima el is oscact 
your telegram 





{8616} 


Sir Rawara Grey to Siv G, Lauter. 
rope Foreign Ofice, February 29, 1912. 
iteempae 1 Y" elegram No, 144 of 27th February 7 

Ea aa Nata aN tattee CE CreeSEREMSReS ate Spl came arrivo at 
Consluntinple Wetora Hot Marsh Si tho Mantis i would be wall to, defor 
count any papers to dh litte, and to indace your Rossin 

ikuvise, It is especially desirable that no papers, relating to. discussions, 
Pat i 18ie Hej, sould ba;commiunicati to Turkoy oe Parks, euding 
git pa Petersburgh, No. 178, and Tehran, No. 155.) 





No. Gt, 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
Tah) Foreign Osfce, February 20, 1912, 
phic ree 
bt No, of 2 els y: Ex-Shah. 
TUR oninnar encima aie nanatenn amor trent 
relay um of 35,00 tomans. 
(Repeated to Pebran, No, 153.) 





[8854] No. 165. 


Sir Edteand Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 

ies Foreign Office, February 29, 1912. 
Talo ‘orcign Office, February 29, 
rae Ge HARCLAY'S telegrams Nos. 18 and 140°0t the 38th instant ABvance 
cer i Forwign Mfairs whether Russian 

You should enquire of Russian Minister for Foreign \fairs 
Gi HRA IET Olean lf the ss required, vz, 0,000 tomansor that 

perial Bank of Persia should adyanee the whole. i 
eae i atig: Magactal bank ot Keats in Wold wil a inteadinees 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 154) 
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£7573] No. 466. 


78) Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
ir, 

I HAVE to inform your Excellency that. th 
on the 16th instant and told Sir A. Nicolson th 
bring to my notice which he wished to do. pri 

Miller, the Russian consul 

proofs that M. Leeoffre had, both 
Russian troops, been an organise 
information confirmed hy British subj 1e% Count 
Benckendorff intimated that if M. Leco! ‘ed an appointment. at Shiraz it would 
be regarded as 


not be prejudged, 

dhe must be given an opportunity. 
His Excellency did not seo how in the menntime 
he south of Persia could be suspended or invorferetl 


Count Benekendorff said he did not wish to 
case of it, but Sir A, Nicolson replied that as 
to mention the matter it could not be left where it 


mit tho matter in writing, or mak 
his Excellency had been instructed 
Was. 
Tam, & 
GREY, 





{8850} No, 467. 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia, 


Gentlemen, — Foreign Office, Rebruany 20, 1912, 

1AM (divested by Sooetary Sir Edward Grey to. acknowledge the receipt of your 
Hotter of the 28th instant, and in roply to. request. you to be so goes! fe to place 
Hnmedintely at the disposal of His “Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehtan the, gang ot 
35,000 tomans, 

Xam to add that, should a seoond advance of $5,000 tomans bo roquired as 
foreshadowed in my letter of the 27th, a further communiation will be wldace ty 
you, 


Tam, &o. 
LOUIS MALLE, 





(8854) No. 468, 


Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia, 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, February 29, 1912, 
ry Sir Edward Grey to inform you that, according to a 
ister at Tebran, the Persian Govertument nay requiee 
tomans, independently of the advance of 70,000 tomnns 
f the 27th instant, 
jesty’s Ambassador at St. 
mefer to advance half of t 


precluded by 
although the 








i i “ which Mr. Wood has 
ppear ist entirely of claims against that Government, whic! : 
epee Loothe cument’ account of the Government, although the latter have not 
ae ee that the aetng treasuer-gener ing his temo {9 seate 
he recognition of the claims in question, and Sir E, Gre perefore that instruc 
ee eats NYoodeaesbe Maa Ge tS eofse he tisttee enue poceine 

the recognition of the claims ae 


&e, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(9033) 
India Office to Foreign Ofiee. —(Received March 1,) 


India Office, February 29, 1912. 
February, 1912, e renewal of the 
reply to your letter dated the 16th February, 1912, as to the ren 
Teese Hy building Pane hy the squadron of Indian cavalry at Ispshan, x = 
directed to inform you that the Séeretary of State for India concurs in the terms of the 
tlegeam which Secrotary Sic E, Grey proposes to address to His Majesty's Minister at 
‘Tohan, muggesting an extension of the leae, i posible, for short term. 


Tam, &e, 
awe. RUPCHIE. 





No. 470. 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived Mareh 1.) 
Tehran, Mareh 1, 1912, 


i rie in_fu ‘ing order on the 
edish colonel hopes to have his gendarmerie in full working order on 
Ispatian road twelve months after the arrival at Shirwe of the three Swedish 
Gflioors whe ating fom Tehran tonoeroW—one Swelish ofteor i already at 
Shire after their arrival lie hopes to be able to guard balf of the road 
from not yot decided whether this half is to be the 
portion hotve i "of is to extond somewhat north of Shiraz and stop 
hott at Ki A ‘ eae 
$0 fa ‘ovth is eoncemned, his schome, details of which went home by 
TeG rn Gus HUA te et Cgen nea ashi, and whatever may 
io tlie Swedish officers! prospect of success in. this restricted sphere, it would be 
dp eonavel leaanarcter Mey Sipe vaDErrinatereav nt ey Chae cw TB 
aquired to restore order in the soutl =. £ 
of 28th January by 10L), and press for its payment out of the next, 
‘ distinet froin the impending joint advance. 
(Addressed to Foreign Office ; sent to India.) 





Sir G, Buchanan to Siv Edward Grey.—(Received March 1.) 


phie) 1 St. Petersburgh, March 1, 1912. 
wologratn No, SI of 28th February. 

Taare Go crhasot ober use etnen S600 tornta ni hora elemeuie 
Russian Minister to concert with Sir G. Barclay as to method of utilising this sum for 
paying olf exSbab's followers, 
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[9033] No. 472. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 
(No. 157.) 


(Telegraphic.) R. Poreign Office, Mareh 1, 1912, 
YOUR telegram No, 117 of 16th February : Typahan esco 

You should inform Colonel Douglas thai, while no decision ean be reached at 
present as to length of time for which the regiment will be required to remain at 
Ispahan, he should secure an extension of the lease, if possible, fora short term. 





{9123} No, 473, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Barclay. 

(No. 159.) 

(Pelegraphic.) Poreign Office, March 1, 1912, 
SIR G. BUCHANAN’S telegram No. 87 of Ist March: ex-Shah, 
‘You are authorised to act with your Russian colleague, 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No, 188.) 





(9117) No. 474, 


Minute by the Hart of Onslow, 


to see mo this morning abont the trans-Persian railway, 
Russian groups are pushing things forward, and that 
ng action to form an English group, ‘The financial 
of any great consequence, only 90,0001, being require, 
2001, need be paid up, but Lord Revelstoke is anxious to appoint « 
“conseil d'adiministration,” and the following names are sugwosted : 
Sir W. Garstin, 
Sir D. Rees, 
Honourable Hugo Baving (representing Parr's Bank). 


Mr. ©. F. Campbell (representing Forbes, Forbes, Campbell and Co.). 
General Sir B. Blood. 


Representative of Messrs. Sassoon. 


Representative of the Imperial Bank of Persia, 
Lord Eri 


None of theso individuals had been approached yet, and Lord Keri 
that if we had any remarks to make us to their suitability, Messrs. Barings would he 
glad to hear them before they were approached, rather than lator 

As rogards the * comité for technical purposes, they suggest tivo enginoors and 
Colonel Beddoes. ‘They are not wedded to the latter, but thought that 16 he kage 


Porsia he was as good ds anyone else, Seligmans havo offervd to lend hive to By 
if they want h 


Zant Errington also gave me the letter, copy of which is attached. Ho ix going 
fo Paris ‘next week to represent tho English group and to mieot AL Benne ant 
AL Raffaloviteh to settle the statutes. 
Lord Exrington was going over to the India 
said that before he went to Patis he would, if possible, 
e would be the principal department eonc 


to see Sir A. Hirtzel, but ho 
like to knovr whether we or the 
med in this matter, 


Mareh 1, 1912, ms 
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nclosure in No. 4 
A. Bénae to Lord Revelstoke. 





Milord, 





Te 28 féorier, 1912. 

COMME suite & ma lettre du 21 {évrier courant, fai Vhonneur de vous informer 
qué les établissements constituant le groupe frangais pour Vétude du chemin de fer 
transpersan se sont réunis la semaine derniéro. Ils ont accopté les modificatio 
vous et lo groupe russe aviex proposé apporter an protocole du 11 j 
es modifications au projet de statuts de Ia société d'études qui en c 
quence. Dany eetto réunion les établissements ont exaniné Yensemble de ce projet de 
statuts ot y ont apporté ceriaines modifications qui ne touchent ‘en semble de 
Tours disposi 
suis avisé que M. Raffalovitch vie 
nous proposer, air nom dit groupe russe, wn 
projet. Dans ces. conditions, je crois pré 
Possession dle ses observations pour vous envoy 

i Jo pense qua la préser do M. Raffaloviteh: nous permettra 
Warriver rapidement ila constitution de la société d'études, Il serait bien désirable 
que vous pussion 6tro présent A Ia constitution de cette société, qui sem sui 
immédiatement d'yne réunion du conseil (administration dans laquelle devra étro 
‘Studid, sinon arrété, Ie programme 6 ‘marcho de Vaffaire. 

Tarai done soin de vou jours & Pavance de Ta date & laquelle 
votre présonco sera nécessaine; sil vous. était impossible de venir, vous vondrex, bien 
avoir Nobligeance de déléguer tun représentant. 

Te groupe russe nons a fait connaitre les noms 
doivent le roprésonter dans lo conseil de ta future, socidtds d'études, ai 
dog mombres de Jour groupe dans Ie comité administration, Vous en trouverez 
Gicinglu Nons nous ocenpons dw choix des personnes qui seront désignées 

pour lo représenter dans Jo conseil d'administration et dans In 
Jo vous xorais obligé do vouloir bien penser aux choix que 
4 faire pour le compte du groupe anglais: ce choix doit porter sur huit 
dininistrateurs ot sur trois membres duu comité de directio 

Jo mo permots de yous rappeter que chaque administrateur devra étre sous- 
seriptour dau moing une action dans le ola société d'études. 

Ainsi quo vous le saver, Ie projet do statuts de la soe 
nomination pour lo conseil Wadministration d'un président et de deux. vice-p 
Ta désig de Yun des vice-présidents appartiondra au groupe angla 

re vi ‘sident au groupe russe. Quant au président, je pense que vou 
accord, ainsi que Vest déja lo grou pour qu'il soit désigné par le groupe 
frangais, Je dois vous dire, 4 cot égard, quo Ie nom de. M. Raindre, ancion 
Amba is on avant pour ces fonctions, Jespore que vous n'auroz 
pas Pobj ésignatio 

‘Ainsique jo vous le fais 
nest pas possible, 






























dra Ia semaine prochaine & Paris, pour 

ain nombro observations sur ce méme 
férable dat 
projet des 











































es huit administrateurs qui 
d'études, ainsi que les noms 






















































cut 








dans ma lettre du 21 £6 
int données les dispositions de la loi frangai 
atatuns do. 1 socidté d'études les modifications que vous Avex proposées en vue 
daccentuer lo earactire international de-Ia société et In ndeessité de la representation 
proportiounelle de chaque groupe dans le conseil d'administration et dans lo com 
do direction; inais ces stipulations pourront étre reproduites dans un protocole 
additionnel; 
i soin do vous toni an ¢ 
itch, dont, ainsi que-je vous lo di 
pour Ia semaine prochaine. 
























t du rsultat de nos conversations 
plus haut, Varrivée i Pavis 





Veuillez, &, 
A. BENAC, 








{9199} No. 4 


Inperial Bank of Porsia to Foreign Office — (Received March 2: 








Sir, 25, Abchurch Lane, London, March 1, 19) 
THAVE the honour to acknowledge thy receipt of your letter of the 29th ultimo, 
to hand this morning, and to inform you that we have telegraphed to the chief manager 
of the bank in ‘Tehran in the terms of your letter. 
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Tam 
have dispatched to Mr. Wood. 

Tam, &e, 
G, NEWELL, Manager, 


Enclosure in No. 475. 


Translation of a Telegram dispatched by the Imperial. Bank of Persia, London, to the 
Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran, March 1, 1912, 


REFERRING to our telegram of yesterday, after consulting Foreign Office wo 
agreed to advance Persian Government 1,000,000 krans, which will be ropayable. from 
joint advance of 200,000. Foreign Office inform us that they have asked Russian 
Governnient whether they prefer join to the extent of one-half this sum, or that 
Imperial Bank of Persia advance the whole, and you are authorised hold the 1,000,000 
kerans in readiness for latter eventuality. Foreign Office wish us omit eénditions your 
letter 3rd February, and state that  treasurer-genéral doing utmost seciire Petsian 
Government recognition 3,500,000 krans; we agree. 








(9213) No. 476. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey,—(Reeeived March 2, 
(No, 152.) 


(Melegraphic.) R. 

MY telegram No, 142 of 26th February, 

Ex-Shah has gone to Russian naval station of Ashurada, leaving his brother, 
Shoa-es-Sultanch, at Asterabad to settlo with His Majesty's Turkomans and Caucasian 
followers in concert with Russian consul. 

(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to Tndia and St, Petorsburgh:) 


Tehran, March 2, 1912, 











{9276} No. 477, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived Mareh 2.) 


(No. 153.) , 
(Telegraphic.) Decode. 
POLLOWING vec 


Telivan, March 2, 1912, 
-LOWING received from Shiraz, 2nd Mareh:— 


{Major Kettlowell and Captain Pitcher vero exereising one squadron of Tndian 
cavalry about Gmilesfromtown. Inhabitants of village called Sultanabad and riflemen in 
sangar on hill above village fired at our cavalry about forty shots in all, somo falling, 
Tight amongst our men. Major Kettlewell restrained his mon from returning ite, 
and managed to get into communication with riflemen on hill, who said they 
had taken our sowars for surkhis who had been plundering ‘villages in the 
neighbourhood. ‘They expressed regret. for mistake, I made necessary repro. 
sentations to Kavam, who broughit in Kadkhoda of Sultanabad and sent him to 
consulate. As incident really seems 10 be result of a mistake, I, with Douglas's con. 
Concurrence, reproved kadkhoda in suitable terms and warned him of danger ho and 
his, village would incur if such mistake were repeated. I am_informin, 


Jocal 
authorities that T cannot be responsible for results of action our troops may lave to 
take if fired on again, 











Thave approved acting consul’s attitude, 





Tequested to enclose, for your information, a translation of the telegram we 
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{9279] No. 478. 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Bdhcard Grey —(Received March 2.) 

(No, 902) 

(Telegraphic,) St, Petersburgh, March 2, 1912. 
YOUR telegram No. 176 of 29th February. 
Minister for Forei; irs considers no further advance ought to be made to 


proposals are accopted the Russian Bank would be instructed to 
advance half, viz., 60,000 tomans, 





(9199) No. 479. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 

No, 160.) 

Velographic.) Foreign Office, March 2, 1912. 
YOUR tolegram No, 149 of 28th February : Advance to Persian Government. 
Imperial Bank of Persia are holding 100,000 tomans in readiness in case Russian 

Government. prefer Imperial Bank to advauco whole sum. Bank agree to omit 

‘Mr Wood's conditions. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 191.) 


(8437) No, 480. 


Sir award Grey to Sir G, Lowther, 
(No. 79, Most Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 2, 1912. 

WITH reference to your Excelleney’s despatch No. 118"of ‘the 7th ultimo, 1 
transinit to you a memorandum,* which has beon propared in this Office, relative to 
the proposed submission of the ‘ureo-Persian frontier dispute to The Hague ‘Tribunal. 

Your Excellency will observe that the conclusion ix reached in this memorandum 
that an attompt should be before the expir it specified in 
article 4 of the protocol of the t December, 1911, to ‘urkish Government 
to agree to tho settlement of thy fro spute by reference to a mixed commission 
ut Constantinople, 

I concur: generally in this conclusion, and T am of opinion—principally beea 
British intorosts in the Mohammeral region might he affected by an adverse urbitral 
award which might » prove inconsistent with assurances extended by His Majesty's 
Government to the Shoikh of Mohammerah—that it would, if possible, be desirable 
for the dispute to be settled without ruforence to The Hague ‘Tribunal, 

1 propose shortly to furnish you with a copy of a dotailed memorandum which is 
now being prupared, on the basis of importaut correspondence which has recently 
boon procured from the Record Oftce, on the subject of the frontier at Mobammerah, 
and 1 shall then requost your Excellency’s observations on certain aspects of that 
iiest 


The points upon which T now desire an expression of opinion from your 
Excelloney are two :— 


Do you consider that th y pros} Otloman Government being 
J to submit the frontier dispute toa mixed commission at Jonstantinople in the 
event of the impending urco-Persian negotiations proving abortive ? 
Do you consider that an attempt to persuade the Ottoman Government to adopt 
Such i course would, if it were contined to friendly and informal representations, be 
open to serious objection from the point of view of Anglo-Turkish relations ? 
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tion which the two Powers could not, equitably refuse to. commiunicate, and which, 
being the joint and reasoned conclusions of two Great Poyyers who, during a lou 

period of mediation, made careful enquiries info the merits of the dispute, wil 

incontestably exercise a profound influence upon the terms of the arbitral award. Lf, 
then, Turkey is not in a position in any case to preclude the evidence of Great Britain 
and Russia, there would seem to be no primd facic reason why she should object to the 
Substitution of a mixed commission at Constaatinople for the more formal method of 
a reference to The Hague Tribunal, especially as the procedure proposed would be 
considerably less costly, 

‘The constitution of the proposed mixed commission would be a matter for agree 
ment between the Ottoman and Persian Governments, and it, might. he desirable for 
the British and Russian delegates not to sit upon the commission, but merely to act ag 
assessors, or in some other capacity to be determined later, The. proposal’ might be 
more palatable to Turkey if tome British subject enjoying Turkish confidence in 9 
special degree were appointed to serve in the capacity in question, 

‘Tho ground upon which His Majesty's Government would prefer the question to 
be decitled at Constantinople rather than at The Hague is that it would, seein. to, he 
impracticable to bring to bear on the strictly judicial proceedings at ‘Tho Hague 
‘Tribunal any considerations based upon political expediency, auch as that of the 
importauce of the territorial statua quo at Mohanmerah, whereas at Constantinople it 
might be snore feasible to control in some measure the ultimate issue. 

Should your Excellency answer the first-named point in the affirmative, E should 
then be glad of your observations as to the constitution of the proposed mixed 
commission 

In view of the fact that the Tureo-Persian negotiations aro apparently about to 
begin, Ushould be glad to receive a reply to this despatch by telegraph, 

Tdo not wish the point raised in Gia despatch & be mentioned for the proeeat to 
your Russian colleaguo, but on receipt of your Excellency's reply I propose to approach 
the Russian Government with a viow to deciding tho gener ond concerted tine of 

» to bo adopted by the two Powers during the negotiations of tho next few months 

am, &e, 
1, GREY, 


[9117] No, 481, 
Sir A, Nicolson to Lord Errington, 


My dear Errington, Foreign Ofico, Mareh 2, 1912, 
WE have considered tho papers you left two duys ago about tho 'Trans-Persian 


Railway, and although it has not been possible for the matter to go before Six E, Grey, 
ink it well to write you these few lines before you go to Paris early next week 

We have no objection to any percentage of distribution or representation, of 

which Lond Revelstoke may approve, in so far ay the intorests of Great Britain, Russia, 
France, and ourselves are concerned in the Société d'Etude, 

But we must be understood to reserve full freedom of action whien it comes to the 

ion and subsequent management and control of the lines which may 

We shall expect, if the scheme is to bo carried ont with our approval, to bo 

gonsulted about the alignment, constitution of the hoard, representation of British 

nterests, percentage of construction orders to be placed on the British anarket, and, 

in general outline, about freight. and passenger rates, 

Our object is not to raise difficulties, but to reserve onr freedom of action in 
regard to such matters, and I need not say that, when the Société d'Etude furnishes 
its report, we shall take into full consideration any recommendations whieh you may 
lay before us. 

‘As regards the conseil of the Société d'Etude, I would! suggest that Colonel 

W. Bisset, K.C.LE., might bo invited to sit in the place of Sir David Rees, and 
that, as we know nothing of Colonel Beddoes except through Seligman, you imay 
think it worth while to get Colonel Napier to act with the two engineers in his place 

ité; he is, I believe, now with his rogiment in Persia, but 1 understand 

Privately that he is anxious to get somo other work, and he hiss experience both of 
sia and Russia, and- speaks both languages. Mr, George Lloyd, if you want an 
MP., might not be a bad choice, ‘These matters are, however, primarily. for you 
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‘You ask if you should correspond with us or the India Office: we are the principal 
department concerned, and it would be better to write to us. 


Tam, &c. 
‘A. NICOLSON. 





(8437) No. 482. 


Foreign Ofiee to India Offiee. 
rant Sean) Foreign Office, March 
"1 AM dlc by Secretary Sir E, Grey. to transmit to you, to be Jail Defore 
the Seorotary of State for India, the accompanying copy of a memorandum * rela 
the proposed submission of the ‘Tureo-Perstan frontier dispute to The Hague ‘Tribunal. 
A copy of a despatch dated the 2nd March, to His Majesty's Ambassador at 
“oustanti ling. with the same subject, is also enclosed.t 
ce Fea Pel Gree vay teaettiNel with the views of the Marquess 
of Crewe regarding the expediency, from the point of view of British interests, of 
making an attempt to settle the ‘Turco-Persian frontier dispute without reference to 
‘Tho Hague Tribunal. 
Bei aAte ls eletnea to yous utr ol the 3rd June, 1911, that a further 
communication will shortly be made to you regarding the boundary in’ the neighbour- 
hood of Mohammerah. Tenses: 
LOUIS MALLET, 





idward Grey—(Received March 4.) 


Constantinople, February 27, 1912. 
22nd January, Froported that Assim Bey hiad stated 

ld like to obtain from Russia some guarantee that, in the 
‘he Hague Tribimal deciding that the districts on the T 

upiod by Russia, that is, the Khoi-Urmia district 
Tease oud evneuate them, 5 : ‘ : 

His Excalleney yesterday told me that he had now received the Russian reply, 
which he considered far from 

His Excellency read it to me, and 
following. effect: 

Russin never had any intention of occupying Turkish territory, but it was now 
promiatiire to discuss questions which had arisen between Turkey and Persia which 
were abont to become a matter of in ion by the Mixed Commission. ‘. 

Moreover, the Turkish Government could not deny that places where Russian 
tyoops were now stationed were outside the sphere which was to be submitted to the 
Joint Commission, 


belonged to Turkey, 


my memory serves me, to the 


Assim Bey went on to speak generally of tho situation in Persia, and said he could, 
hot consider that the Russia Government were bebaving well towards this country. 
He, being the son aud grandson of Sheikhu-lslams, had been able to bring pressure 
to bear on the Mujiehiids to prevent them leaving Bagdad for Persia, where they 
would lawe heen @ source of trouble to the Russian Government, but, in return, 
Russia had dono nothing, and in spite of repeated promises to the contrary they 
allowod Abdur Rezzack, their agent, to stir up the Kurds, 

Thave, &e. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 





* No. tt 
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[9507] No. 484. 
Messrs. Ellinger and Co, to Foreign Ofiee—(Received March 4.) 


Sir, Manchester, March 2, 1912. 

WE have still to acknowledge receipt of your letters of the 20th’ ultimo relative to 
our complaint of the non-fulfilment of the assurances of protection given by His 
Majesty's Government to Muin-ut-Tujjar, 

In reply to Sir Edward Grey's enquiry as to which of the statements made to us 
on the 18th January, 1908, we refer to’ when we state that the assurances of His 
Majesty's Government: to the Muin-ut-Tujjar have not been fulfilled, wo beg to inform 
you that we cannot find in any of our letters complaining of His Majesty's Government's 
inaction in this matter any specific reference to the statements made to us on the 
T8th January, 1908, but that we stated at length in our letter of the 4th Novomber last 
the promises of support which have beeu given from time to timo to the Muin-ut-Tujjar 
and to us.as his agents, 

Relying upon these promises and the good faith of His Majesty's Government, wo 

iance with the wish expressed by Ths Majesty's Government, procure from 
the Muin-ut-Tujjar, at a pecuniary sacrifice to hi a contract which in the absence 
of the promised support of His Majesty's Government and the legation at Vebran has 
resulted in such disastrous loss to him, 

Wo beg to remind you that our letter of the 22nd January last still. remains 

ed, and that, in common justice to the Muin-ut-Tujjar, a reply either in the 
affirmative or negative should be given without delay, so that ho may know whore he 
stands, 
We are, &e, 
ELLINGER Anp Co, 





(9478) No. 485, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received Mareh 4.) 
(No, 154.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, March 4, 1912, 
YOUR telegram No, 159 of Ist March 
Tadvanced on 2nd March 85,000 tomans to. Persian Government in. connection 
with ex-Shah’s departure, ‘This sum is to be repaid out of joint advanco of 200,000L, 
if made. If the latter is not made, 35,000 tomans will bo seoured on tho southorn 
customs receipts in the same manner ay proposed in joint note of 18th Fobroary for 
British share in joint advance. 
he same sum is also being advanced by Russian Bank on similar terms. 





(9577) No, 186. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdveard Grey.—(Received March 4.) 
(No. 155,) 
(Pelographic,) R. Tehran, March 4, 1912, 

MY telegram No, 92 of 5th Febra 

Swedish colonel of gendarmerie desires to engage two more Swedish officors as 
well asa Swedish veterinary surgeon. 

I presume there is no objection; Russian Minister sees none. 

‘Dhis will bring total of Swedes in gendarmerie up to twenty, 

(Ropeated to Si, Petershnrgh.) 





{8094} No. 487. 


Sir Badward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
(No. 45.) 
Sir, Foreign Ogi 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 7, Attica, of the ly, 191 
regarding wireless telegraphy in the Persian Gulf; I transinit’ to you lerwwith ‘copy of 



















lit ‘ith i r show the recent 
‘om the India Office, together with its enclosures, which show the reo 
Soguiatons teh een that Office the Treasury, and this department on the subject 
Tn the opinion of His Mujsty's Government, the tne ag. naw arrived or, helt 
i Hions to be bre ht to the knowledge of the Persian Government, 
Midteating to the Minister for Forcign Affairs a note to that effect, you should. consult 
His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire on the subject. 














Tam, &. 
E. GREY. 


















[7684] No, 488, 
Sir Bdicard Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 











(No, 82) 
Sin, 

THAVE n 
your opinion, whi 
tho protest, which to ann 
advanes of Ottorian troops on the Tureo-Pe 
necessary. 










ry against 
jan frontier does not seem to be 





















up by the military attachés 
in the view held” by your 





perusing the report. on this subject jointly 
to Hin Majesty's ond tho Russian Embassies, 1 cone 
Exoullonoy and M, 'Teharykot. 








T am, &. 
FE. GRI 





















(9128) No. 480. 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 4, 1912. 





win “a g letter from this Oligo of the 25th 

WITH reference to the second paragraph of the letter from sof the 20th 

ultimo, relative to the possible necessity of placing at the disposal of His, Majesty's 

ister at ‘Tehran a further sum of 35,000 tomans, 1 rected by Seeotary Sit 
dl Groy to inform you that this advance will not now bo required. 

. sony ataieatia Une ta ‘eonvey to you an expression of Sir E. Grey's thanks for 

your courtesy in the matter. 



















Tan 
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(9671) 





's Sons and Co. to Sir Edward Grey —(Recoived March 5.) 
si Hoyd’s Uouse, Mancheater, March 4, 1912, 

Sn our notice that telogrums were rwetived to-day addressed to 

several agents, stating that the town 

ed and set fire to, warehouses and 


















ws and other shippers to Central Persia from thei 
Paanasintiace by insurgents, who pill 
‘shops, and thit British-owned goods wer destro 
property: ar stil i We tak 
quarters of Brit 

Shaky and ye big His 
immediate prote 

















trade 
Government to do whatever i possible to. afford 





nt servants, 


. DAVID'S SONS axp Co. 


Your obedi 











+ No. 418, 
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9682) No. 491. 

Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey —(Reeeived March 6.) 
si 157.) 


(Polegraphic.) R. Tehran, March 5, 1912. 

AY telegram No. 134 of 24th February. 

Acting treasurer-general bas furnished a statement 19 the to legations shoving 
that apart from maliat the Persian reyenue, on the basis of average of the Inst five 
ears, 15 4,000,000 tomans from customs, mint, telegraphs, passports, Crown lands, 
gpinm, and alcohol excise. Of this sum the present fixed charges| absorb about 
2,800,000 tomans, which would be reduced to 2,150,000 tomans by the liquidation of 
the Persian Government's debt to the Russian Bank. 

He deduces from these figures that there is sufficient security for a loan of 
83,000,000 tomans at 5 per cent., which, after tho liquidation’ in question, would, if 
issue price were 85, give the Persian Government a balance of 22,000,000 tomans, out 
of which there would remain to be paid a floating debt of about 2,000,000. tomans 
and foreign claimas, of which I hazard estimate of about 3,000,000 tomans. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 














(9696) No, 492, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Reeeived Mareh 0.) 

(No. 158.) 

(Telographic.) Teliran, March 5, 1912, 
FOLLOWING telegram, No, 34, received to-day from Tabree: 


“During last week meetings of notables and of clergy, at which elders of tho 
Quarter [sic] were made to attend, baye taken place, and the retury of ex-Shah strongly 
advocated. “To-day white flags with inscription ‘Long life to Mohammed Ali Shah!’ 
have been hoisted over a considerable number of shops in the bazaars. It is of course 
evident that instigator is Shuja-ed-Dowleh, with, it is to be presumed, the tacit consout 
and approval of Russian consul-general. ‘The same thing is said to haye taken place 
at Ardebil, Urmia, and Khoi,” 


(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 











(9697) No. 493. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 5.) 








legraphic) Decode, ‘van, March 5, 1912, 
FOLLOWING received from acting consul Shiraz to-day — 
“Tikhani arrived at Kashkuli and F 
into greet him. He ing for certain on the Shishbulu 
Khan, is his fatherindaw, Soulet-ed-Dowleh is said to be in 
detach khans from ilkhani, Soulet-es-Sultaneh has not yet come 
apparently reluctant to support either side, being desirous of bec 
Hadi Mohammed Kerim Khan is intriguing actively 
Soulet-es-Sultaneh and other khans. It seems unlike 
can for the presont establish himself proper! 
perhaps sway from side to side, generally inolinh 
Suarantees for liberty to pay no taxes and rob wit 
“(Repeated to Bushire,) ” 








imeidan Khans came 














ning ilkhani himself, 
in Soulet-ed-Dowleh’s favour with 
that any of the three brothers 
wer the whole tribe, Kash; 
to the chief who offers them best 
impunity. 















[9698] No, 494. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received March 6; 
(No. 100) y 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, March 5, 1912. 
FOLLOWING received from acting consul, Shiraz, to-day :— 
‘Large consignment of cases for Indian troops, after long delay on Bushire road, has 


at last arrived here. Many cases had been opened and sundry effects stolen.  Muletocra 
[1536] re) 























































state tha tufangehis al long rod, having boon wrongly informed from Bashire that con- 
signment contained arms and ammunition for soopes aa s ea MAce ee, 
which ere frequently opened and searched. Khan of Kamare}, wh 
‘Appropriated sundry articles, Sardar Thtesham, on Lis way to Kazerun, also opened 
0 search of arms near Khanehzinia fe are abou 
Tepreetatins in competent quarters, and will putin claim when loss accaratly 
Altormined, “AML reports indicato bad feeling along road. against us, and m 
xullation among tribesmen at what they consider their vitories over Indian troops: 
“Dixon's Armenian mirza coming up roul at first tried to pass himself of a8 
European, as was often done formerly, but soon found it much more prudent to feign 
bo Persian Mussulman, 
“(Repeated to Bushire,) 





(9604) No 495. 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Bdward Grey —(Received March 5.) 


(og R. St. Petersburgh, March 5, 1912. 
SIR G. BAROLAY'S telegran No, 166 of fth March, ed 
Busi ea Corewcurent bare 2oob| tion  onenirtaqat Of ire bro Bwetad oblbers 





(9691) No. 496. 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 5.) 
graphic. Constantinople, March 6, 1912. 
ai) Mate of disturbed condition of Kermanshah, where Ottoman subjects 


have been ‘killed and goods plundered, Ottoman Government has decided to reinforce 
consular guard there by 100 men. 





[9279] No. 497, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
at ic.) Foreign Ofice, March 5, 1912. 
FR. telegram No, 149 of 28th February: Advance to Persian Government. 
When may we expect reply of the Persian Government ? 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No, 203.) 





[8943] No, 498. 
Sir Rdward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
(Mromrnte ) Foreign Ofiee, March 6, 1912, 
“YOUR telogram No, 124 of 19th February: Attack on Mr. Smart. 


Ronultinato paragraph Ten 


Nothing further should be done at present stage, and punishment of persons not 
really responsible would be inadvisable. 





(8954) No. 409, 
Eilward Grey to Sir @. Barclay. 


“opeign Off 
legraphic.) Tt Foreign Off 
INDIA OFFICE propose to sanction recommendation of Government 
Hat infantry detachment of sixtecn men at present at Bunder Abbas be retained there 
for further period of tw 
Tam. i 
‘of the Indi 
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[9577] No. 500, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 168.) 

(ielogrphie) R. Foreign Ofiee, March 5, 1912. 
FOUR telegram No. 155 of 4th March : Swedish officers. 


Thave no objection if Russian Government instruct your Russian colleague to 
aise none. 


(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No, 206, and Stockholm, No. 8.) 





{9117} No. 501. 


Foreign Office to Board of Trade. 
(Confidential,) 
Foreign Office, March 5, 1912. 

WITH reference to the letter trom this Office of the 28th ultimo and’ previous 
correspondence relative to the proposed Trans-Persian Railway, I am directed by 
Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copies of two further lettore 
from the India Office on the subject. 

Sir E. Grey is disposed to defer for the present further consideration of the quest 


of the alignment of the railway and of ‘the financial guarantee, which are dealt with 
the letter marked “ P, 


yet no reason for modi 
should enter the Briti 


Tam to state thab Viscount 
behalf of Lord Revelstoke, and 
jew of the activity of the Fi nd Russian groups interested, there 
was a necessity for immediate action in the matter of the formation of a British group, 
‘The finan r is Lordship stated, was of no great immediate consequence, 
only 80,0002 being required, of which only one-half need be paid up, but Lord 
Revelstoke was anxious to constitute a “Conseil d'adininistration,” for which the 
following names were sugyeste 
r W. Garsti 
D, Rees 
lonourable Hugo Baring (representing Paris Bank) ; 
©. F. Campbell (representing Messrs, Forbes, Forbes, Campbell and Co.) 
General Sir Bindon Blood 
A representative of Messrs, Sassoon : 
A representative of the Imperial Bak of Persia ; and 
Viscount Errington, 


None of the persons in question liad yet been approached, and if Sir Ey Grey had 
any observations to make as to the suitability of any one of them, Messrs, Baring 
would be glad to hear them before rather than after that was done, 

With regard to the technical purt of the committen's work, it had beon suggosted 
that the services of two engineers and of Lieutenant-Colonel Baddows should be eta 
Messrs, Baring had n prepossession in favour of the latter, but had selected 
tentatively on account of his knowledge of Persia, and Messrs, Seligman had oflured. to 
lend him for the purpose, if his employment was desired, 

Lord Errington left at the simo time a letter, copy of which is enclosed, from 

her of the French group, to Lord Revelstoke, and stated that, he was 

immediately for Paris to represent the British group at a conference with that 

ME. Haffaloviteh, with a view todraft the mtalutes of the soodoté i 

{urther enquired whether letters on the subject should be addressed. to this depactuiat 
or the a Offi 


w of Lord Errington's imminent departure, it was necessary to send an 


* India Ofiee, + 
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immediate reply to the proposals of which he had been the bearer, ond I am to transmit 
toyou herewith copy of a letter, giving the views of this department which haa now 
been addressed to him.? 

Tam to state that Sir E. Grey would be glad to receive any observations which 
the Board of Trade may have to offer on the attitude adopted in this letter with regard 
to the constitution of the * société d'étude.” and in particular to learn whether, 
opinion, the freedom of action of His Majesty’s Government and British interests 
generally are sufficiently safeguarded by the language employed to Lord Errington and 
to Count d’Amnoux in,the letter addressed to him on the 27th December last (copy of 
which is also enclosed for convenienee of reference), or whether it is considered that 
the exact proportion of British representation in the “société” should be defiued and its 
maintenance insisted on, 

Lam to add that, 08 it appears, Messrs. Baring are not anxious to secure the 
co-operation of Mr, A. G. Barry. 
Tam, &. 

LOUIS MALLET, 





[9798] No. 502, 
Board of Traile to Foreign Ofice.—(Recvived March 6.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, March 5, 1912, 
I AM directed by the Board of ‘Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 22nd Fobruary, tansnitting eopy of correspondence relative to the complaint of 
‘Messrs, Killinger and Co., in connection with the shipment of red oxide from Hormuz. 
In roply, I am to state, for Sir E. Grey's information, that the Board see no 
objection to the confirmation in writing of the assurance which has been given verbally 
to Mr. Martin Ellinger, and that they concur in the tenor of the communication whi 
Sir E. Grey proposes to address to Messrs. I. O, Strick and Co. 
Tam, &e. 
GEO, J. STANLEY, 





[9829] 
Messrs, Faanee Brothers and Co. to Foreign Ofiee—(Received March 6.) 


Dear Sin, Gl, George Street, Manchester, March 5, 1912, 

WE regrot to inform you that. we have received a telegram from one of our agents 
at ni h stating that the rebellious tribes have recaptured the town and set fire 
to the houses und bazaars, and also pillaged woods belonging to ourselves to the extent 
of 1,000. (details of which we intend forwarding. to you on urrival of same), furthermore, 
life and property are still unsafe, As the bulk. of British trade with Persia passes 
through Kermanshal, we earnestly trust. that His Majesty's Government will grant 
every facility nts on our behalf for the safeguarding of property belonging to 
ourselves as’ British subjects, 

ours faithfully, 
ISAACS BROS. axp Co, 


Our agents in K hal are Mir Abdul Bagi and Sons, Joseph Meir, and Agha 
Almed Hainadani, as mentioned in our letter to you on the 9th August, 1911, 





110368) No. 504. 
Note communicated by French Embassy, March 6, 1912. 


istre de Perse a donué con- 


+ No. 481, To Count d'Arnous, Devember 27, 1911, 
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persan devrait 

d tissances Sentendre aveo 
Gouvernements russe et anglais, Lesdites Puissances, en yuo de suuvegarder leurs 
iutéréts, interviendraient pour souligner les obligations contractées par l Angleterre ot 
1a Russe dans le préambule du traité de 1907, qui eonsaere Pintégrite et Vindpendance 


Ambassaile de France, Londres, 
le 6 mars, 1913, 





(9717) No. 505. 


en Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 6.) 


(Telegraphic) Re o 
MY telegram No, 158 of 5th March, PUM 
My Russian colleague is instructing Russian consul-general to eonoert with acting 


British consu! with a view toa joint waming ja against instiguti 
Bit conv wit avon tos ning to Shuja against instigating demonstra: 


(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 





[9866] 


152) 51" 9 Barelay to Sir Bateard Grey—(Received Mare (,) 


‘elegraphic.), Teliran, March 6, 
1 sa Fa - ‘an, March 6, 1912, 
¥ ob telegram No. 169 of Sth March : Joint note to Persian Gov Gane 
binet have convened several meetings of leading Persians to consider 
amended formula, So far there has been no decisive result, though Tussian Minister 


and I are lod by the Minister for Foreign Affairs to expect answer in two or theue days 


Possibly Persian Government, may be the result of 

3 ly wont may be awaiting the result of a circular telegram 
Nich wo hear thay have sent, to their represontatives abroad informing them of our 

note, of the formulas suggested by the Cabinet touching the Anglo-Russian convoution 

and of the amended formula proposed by the two Governments, i. 





(9867) 


ig Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdveard Grey. — (Received March 6,) 

(Tel legray phic Tehran, Mareh 6, Le 

YOUR tal egean N 105 of Sth Moreh : Attack on Ms. Bees anes 

resonate indenting compensation I also demanded pnisiment of thoae 
T did this as matter of form only (seo my telegram No. 70 of 


penultimate paragraph), and shall not press it for the mompnt, PTR, 





(9671) No. 508, 


& a Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 
Pelographic.) Foreign Oia, 3 E 
YOUR telagram No, LM of 20th February: Rea ee 
of 7Hage gow al your Rassan colleague aot as proposed i your telegram No, 98 
British morchants are complaining of great d fe and 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, NEPEIO Ia a eat Me ooshpronerty 





[1536] 





(10065) 
Consul Stevens to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 7.) 


Batoum, February 27, 19) 
[LEARN on good authority that all the troops in the Caucasus, and especially 
those stationed between points nearest the Western Caueasian frontier, haye received 
ders to aveelerate training of recruits, 
De agnan siren Ne emcee fe contemplation, ax the offers aro 
penly talking of the orders received to prepare for hostile action against Turkey. 
Pet pave coamunicated this information to His Majesty’s Ambassador at St Peters 
inet T have, &c. 
‘P, STEVENS. 





(9873) No, 510, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received March 7.) 
(Sac) 


‘Tolegruphic.) Tehran, March 7, 1912, 
FROM conversation with Regent I find that motives of the Persian Government 
in toleruphing our formula to their representatives were not those I suggested in my 
talogeain No, 162 of 6th Mau 
Tt appears that Ger 
as to hove wh 
to Passian repr 


(9874) 
. Sir G. Barelay to Sir Eiwarid Grey.—(Reeetved March 7.) 
lewraphic.) Tt Tehvan, March 7, 1912. 


YOUR telegram No, 171 of | 
We have instr d consuls in the 


hey wero to inform Salar. 
Dowleh of the negotiations with the ex-Shab, a is Majesty was about to lea 
‘and to advise Sular-ed-Dowsleh strongly 10 Ieave on conditions offered by Persian 


sent on Ist March through the managers of the Imperial 
Bank of Persia smd Russian Bank at Hamadan for eonveyance to consuls by messenger, 
telegraphic communication between Hamadan and Kenuaushal being still interrupted. 





(9875) No. 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Euhoard Grey.— (Received Mareh 7.) 
(tologeart Tehran, March 7, 1912. 
ied. Shuja to stop 
Tis Majesty have 


(Reywsated to St, Petersburgh.) 





110071) 
Siv G. Bavelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Receiced March 7.) 


‘Tehvan, March 7, 1912. 
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them to make any communicition to the Governments, Representatives were kept 
au courant merely in ease the Governments should make enquiries indicating the 
same anxiety as had been shown by their representatives at Tehran, So. far, no 
Government but the German Government have done so, Latter reminded the Persian 
Minister that Germany had most-fivoured-nation treatment, and that any arrangement 
in conflict with this would not be recognised. Persian Minister replied in simi 
Janguage to that used by the Minister for Foreign Affairs to the foreign representatives 
here, that the preamble of the Anglo-Russian convention recognised the freedom of 
international commerce, and that therefore convention did not conflict with other 
Powers’ treaty rights, and that Persian Government had no intention of violating these, 
erman Government replied that they must study “the agreement what 
agreement is not clear—to assure themselves that their treaty rights were not injured, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs asked our advice in case other Governments. mado 
enquiries. We replied that we thought answer which he had given was the proper one, 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





f10072) No, 514, 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received Mareli 7.) 
(No. 108) 
(Telegraphic.) TR. Tehran, March 7, 1912, 
MY telegram No, 162 of 6th March, 

inister for Foreign Affairs this morning visited Russian Legation by appointment 
ith my Russian colleague and me terms of answer to joint note, He brought. 
with him a draft which was unsatisfactory as regards certain points mentioned below, 
though afier he modified objectionable passages subject to. approval of 
je promised to submit it to us in a revised form before signing it 


1. [i] In draft Minister for Foreign Affairs said nothing about approval of two 
8 for programme of expenditiuny of advan 
2. Draft stated that Persian Gov would careftlly conform to prineiples of 
lo-H i ef formal was ag, al appeared 
Again in some measure 0 place principles of convention in opposition to thowe of 
preamble, 
, Paragraph regarding army said nothing about discussion with two logations, but 
merely, stated that, Persian Government would look to their effictive assiatanoo in choice 
of foreign officers from minor Powers, and for armament of force. 


After discussion we agrved as regards these three points as follows : 


1. Programme of expenditure is to be described aa a programme of whieh two 
legations luave already iad cognisance, 

2 Latter part of formula is to ran as proposed by two Powers except that * takes 
ffcial coynisance of” is substituted for “takes act off’ there being in Persian no 
exact equivalent for latter, and that word ™ gladly ” is omitted, 

3, Wonling is as follows: Persian Government will inform two logations of their 
Programme for formation of an army, in order that-an exchange of views may be 
effected on necessary poi 


Draft deals very briefly with question of! ex-Shah's pension and expresses 
the hope that the two Governments will lend their help to the Persian Government 
to prevent His Majesty. from ever retur Details of pension arrangements 
are to be embodied in w separate note, ‘These are to be as already reported, exeept 
that in addition to. ex-Shab's pension (1) 6,000. tomans is to be yiven to a gon 
Majesty who lives in, Tehran, and i 000 tomans is to, bo 
“l to ex-Shah 
Afhuirs has promised to submit them to Cabinet 
Draft concludes with hope that two Governments will now facilitate « loan w 
otticr conditions than those regarding security, &., and that question of preserice of 
foreign troops will soon be decided in accordance with hopes of Persian Gh nit 
(Repeated to St. Petorsburgh,) 








[10146] 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
(reionter Foreign Office, March 7, 19) 
Telegraphic.) eg hngian Ofiee March 7, 1912. 
cee GREEN WAY girs wheter in my opinion the present woul bo a goad 
ment for applying for the Mohammerah—Khoremabad Railway concession, 
inka (oer Morne Ve desirous of showing that he aot bite aguinet 
British enterprise, and therefore better disposed than later on ; aoe 
Tesiould ike to have your o sit Russin must note forgotten, 
and Mr, Mallet, who saw Mr, Greenway inded him of previous: Be 1S 
understanding should be arrived at with the Russian ( ent before t 
was renewe 





(9682) No. 516. 


Sin Edward Grey to Sir G. Borelay. 
(No, 48.) 


Foreign Office, March 7,192, 
"MR, SELIGMAN called ut this Office on the 5th instant and was received by 


Mr, Mallet, , eke 

Ho stat that wines Me Shuster’ o a bad banged and 
hat i possible for his 0 nyo 0 issue a 
bade ita uaranteo by the British and. Russian Gov He aa 
at it he known that ho had not retired from the enterprise, but that h till ready 
to lend money to Persia provided that thers was some kind of guarantee, ae 

T hava to observe that if the Banque de Paris ¢t des Pays-Bas consent to ‘ae 
without « guarantee, His Majesty's Governn be morally bound to 


st do Majes 
Shuanan Signer i that the Tussian 


res to continu tho negotistions ow the be of 
Mr, Mallet urged Mr, Seligman to clear up the question with 
Peco ma Rirennatieh te alnady explained everything tothe Russian 
‘Arubassndor, ae 
&, GREY. 





0, 51. 
Foreign Ofte to Tudia Ogee. 


7, 191 
letter 
« tHe enquiry mad att 
to assurances given by His Majes ion with the Trans- Persian 
for other tailway sebemes in retin ee ej eo 
‘i your lette is somewhat doubtful as t 
Railways § as stiggested in your letter, but he is some 
whether the wording proposed could be susta disposed a th 
could not be tainly i ways. Syndica 
various othor interests. . Ee 
Transport Company. is. pa H “that compa 
ca ial Nesauneat” Wnocehpacto prypeeste fox tHE souteastiod af tala 
districts traversed hy the roads Lelonging to the compan; 
On othe Inn, the Transport Company's preferential eri ng 
in. particular districts does uot give them a right to more thi 
schiome of railways embracing more than those distri 
i nt asked 
be given to shareholders in the ‘Transpor 7 
Sidi RN TORCH Myo ASD "i ested in the Transport 
‘Company, his presence on the board of the Railways Syndicate must, however, in 
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Sir E, Grey's opinion, be regarded as some recognition already granted of tho olaima of 
the Transport, Company, since, but for those claims, Mr. Lynch would. not be en the 
board of the Railways Syndicate at all, 

Sir E. Groy would be glad to be furnished with the views of tho Marquoss. of 
Crewe on this aspect of the question. 

Sir E. Grey eoncurs that it would be advisable to act in the manner suggested in 
‘the penultimate paragraph of your letter. 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(9897) No. 518. 
Foreign Office to India Offee. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 7, 1912, 

WITH reference to recent correspondence regarding the situation in Southern 
Persia, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transinit to you herewith, to 
be laid before the Marquess of Crewe, copies of tivo telegrams froin His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran,? from which it appears that the situation around Shiraz is 
developing unfavourably, and that an osrly decision as to the poliey to bo pursued is 

lesirable, 

Sir E, Grey has not yet. been favoured with Lord Crewe's views on the scheme 
ovtlined in the Viooroy’s felogram of the 5th ultimo, but is of opinion that no usefil 
purpose would be served by making his Excellency’s scheme dependent. on, the 
establishment of a gendarmerie under Swedish officrs, which, in any ease, cannot, be 
in working order for six months, 

He is, therefore, inclined to the view that Lord Hardinge's scheme should bo 
proceeded with forthwith. If it is proved to be insuficient, tho withdrawal uf Eis 
Majesty's consul and military forces from Shiraz appears to be the only alternative, 

Subject to Lord Crewe's concurrence, Sir E, Grey thinks that it must be left to 
His Majesty's Minister at Tehran anid the local officers to decide how best to put the 
scheme of subsidies into , but he trusts that ho may 'reocive his Lordship'a 

t, in order that Sir G. Barclay may receive instructions, 

IF it is decided to proceed with this proposal, Sir E. Grey presumes that Tndian 
and British revenues will baur tho charges th equal muitos ik whic mae A 
necessary to obtain the sanction of the Lords Comissinory of thy Treasury. 

am, &o, 
LOUIS MALLDD, 





{10197} No, 51 
India Office to Porcign Ofice.—(Received March 8.) 


Sir, India Offeo, March 7, 1912, 

WITH reference to correspondence ending with my letter dated the 6th December, 
1911, as to the alleged violation by the British authorities in Baluchistan of the Persos 
Baluch frontier near Piran, Tam dineoted to enclose, to be laid before the Secrutary of 
aaaes Forvign Affairs, copy of a report on the subject from the Government of 
india. 

The Marquess of Crewe is not aware what authority the Government of India 
have for describing the red line on the map as oughly representing the of our 
occupation in 1903, Colonel MacMahon's memorandum dated the ath November, 1904 
(in which the red line is advocated on grounds of convenience and the district. between 

es is said to be “absolutely barren and uninhabited”), does not appear to 

support this description, while Mr, Tucker's letter dated the 15th March, 1907 (enclosed 

in this Office letter of the 22nd June, 1907), states that there were no British levies 
west of the blue line in the spring of 1905, and that * the status was one of inter 

jon.” The Zareznis aro nether Borsan wor Brida subjects, and sinoe 

w between British and Afhan territory, Sir FE. Grey may: bo 

Aisposed to regard their intermittent oocupation in 19085 as justifying, tho contention that 


Not printed, 
Vi 
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the Persian Government has no right to the territory east of the red line, which is the 
true watershed. On the other hand, it may be admitted that we have made no formal 
claim to the territory, and difficulties may arise in carrying out the instructions given by 
the Government of Iidin to the local authorities in their letter dated the Lath Octobe, 
1911, that “any trespass between the red and blue lines . . . . should not be 
permitted.” 
Tam, ke. 
R, RITCHIE. 





[10199] No. 520, 
India Ofice to Foreign Office (Received March 8.) 


Sir, India Office, March 7, 1912. 
WITH reference to correspondence ending with your letier dated the 13th 
December, 1911, a8 to the provision of house accommodation for the resident. at 
Bushire and his staff, Iam directed to enclose copy of a telegram from the Government 
of India, dated the’ 3rd February, 19 
pending the completion of the new: 
Assintant to the re 
intent, it, vil 
cadre of the Indian P n 
kelihood of its being 
eney buildings was at 
orrespondence forwarded with my letter dated the 


ecrotary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, the 
We proposes to approve the Government of India’s Netion, 
Tam, &. 
R. RITCHIE, 


ilosure in No, 520, 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


February 3, 1912. 
OUR fi icial despatch dated the Ist December 1910, paragraph 15. Cox 
strongly represents that until now residency buildings are constraoted i will not be 
possible for him to dispenso with services of second assistant, Considerable increase 
‘of work due to present state of affairs in Persi affords additional reason for 
postponing contemplated reduction of this appointment, We agree, and. have 
provisionally. sanctioned retention of second assistant to political resident for the 
present, together with the local allowance of 10H) rupees per mensens formerly attached 
to that post. We trust our action will he approved 





(10195) No. 521, 
Tudia Ofice to Foreign Ofice —(Received March 8,) 


Sir, India Office, March 7, 1912. 
TAM dirveted by the Secretary of State for Tudia to uekuiowledge the receipt, of 
Your lotter, dated. the 2nd instant, on the subject of the ‘Turco-Dersian frostion, 
and, in ruply, to say that he entirely concurs in the views of the Seeretaty of 
State for Voreign Affuins as indicated in his despatch No. 79 of the 2nd instant. to 
His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople. 
Tam, ke. 
i RITCHIE, 
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{10132} No. 522: 


Sir @. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reccived March 8.) 
(No, 169.) 
(Telegraphic) R Tehran, March 8, 1912, 

THY telegram No, 168 of oth March 

Ispoke to the Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday about compensation for the 
attacks on Smart's escort, 

He agreed with me that. our claim was a very moderate one. Ho was about to 
submit it to the Cabinet, I told him that T should be satisfied with an undertaking 
that the claim should be a first charge on the next loan, and he led me to believe thes, 
there would be no difficulty about this, 

(Addressed to Foreign Office ; sent to India.) 





(10139) No. 523. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received March &,) 
(No. 170.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, March 8, 1912, 

MY telegram No. 150 of 29th February: Insult:to Turkish Ambassador 

New Turkish Ambassador is still at Resht, 

British vieo-consul understands that he will not proceed to Tebran until an apolo 
is tendered—from whom it is not clear. Russian consul, however, reporta that, ke 
Teftuses to leave until the Russian consul is dismiased, 

Tunderstand that Russian consular and military authorities throw the blame for 
the incident on each other. Russian colonel at Resht is said to have been recalled. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





{10158} No. 524, 

Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received March 8) 

(No. 171.) 

(Telegraphic) Re Tehran, March 8, 1912, 
IY telegram No, 140 of 26th February, 

(Confidential.) 
Russian Minist 

Emperor, arrangements for the withdrawal of th 


forms me that, in con wequonce of the express desire of tho 


azvin force have been left to him, 


He tells me that: he proposes to leave two battalions—1,900 men—at Kazvin. for 
the present, and a similar foreo divided between Resht and Enzeli 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 





(10217) No. 625. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 8.) 

(No. 172.) 

(Telegraphic.) Decode. Tehran, March 8, 1912, 
FOLLOWING received from British consul-general, Bushire, Sth March 


ipting smuggle lurgo consignment 
the west of Lingal, Arms proved 
istrict of Tarakumah, Latter have been sineo 
on Linga generally, and customs and British 


“British viee-consul now telegraphs forco hold Tangi Khirjal pass, 30 miles 
fo the north of Charak, which pass is key of the road to Lingah, and that gonarel 
advance.on town may be expected forthwith. Inhabitants tuneasy, ahd local authoricies 
{xpress inability to offer any assistance. Sheikhs of Shibkuh ports have taken sides, ae 
feece oket vent before lat. Mirghut and Mukani are endeavouring to oppose tasiuye 
foree, while Charak and Chiru are in collusion with it.” 
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(10218) No. 526. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received March 8.) 


No. 173. 
eiogpii) Tehran, March 8, 1912. 
Nia 


immediately preceding telegram of 8th March. _ eae 

British consul-general at Bushiro roports that senior naval oicer is moving. up 

150 men to Lingah from Jask, and that senior naval officer and British, vice-consul, 

Lingah, advocate demolition of Sheikh of Chirus's towers by His Majesty's ship, 

considering that this measure will have a salutary effect, and probably check further 
advanes on Lingah altogether é 

recommended by British congul-general at Bushire is that Sheikhs of Chirus 

Sharak should be warned by British vice-consul, Lingah, through His Majesty's 

they allow raid on Lingah to take shape their complicity will be assumed 

itive action taken against them by His Majesty's ship without further 


[ Chirus has for @ long time been giving trouble, His attitude was 
aber 1910, and in connection with recent case of firing on a 
dhow Inden’ with British goods when passing the island of Hind Arabi in bis 
jurisdiction, Ho, has just sent British vice-consul at Lingah un impertinent reph 
to a letter asking for redress. British consul-general at Bushi 
dat the opportunity should be taken to exact reparation for this incident, and that 
Sheikh. of Chirus sliould be called upon to deposit immediately on board. of His Majest 
ship 5,000 rupees or satisfuctory hostage as security for the settlement of case, and 
‘warned that, failing compliance in forty-eight hours, his towers will be demolished 
forthwith, 
Thave approved bringing up of the 150 men from Jask, and have authorised their 
linding if British consul-general considers that protection of British lives and property 
demands it. [have also concurred in his recommendations as to treatment of the two- 





{10219} Nosha7. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 8.) 
(No. 174) 
(Helegraphie) Tehran, March 8, 1912. 
MY toleggram No. 170 of Sth March: Tnsult to Turkish Ambassador. 
Ministor tells me that Russian goneral at Kazvin has mado it clear that 
consti at Resht was more to blame for what liappened than colonel, who will therefore 
only. be reprimanded. 





(10072 Bip ba 


ldward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
(No. 174.) 
(Welegraphie.) Foreign Ofice, March 8, 1912. 

YOUR telegram No, 167 of 7th March : Joint note, 

1 approv 

Asitis sated in the preamblo to the 1907 agreement that the British and Russian 
Jovernments si ly e tho permanent establishment of equal advantages for the 
trade andl industry of all other nations, it is dilicult to see how the interests of Germany 
are affected by recognition of the agreement by Persi 

(Repeated St, Potersburgh, No. 216.) 
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(10072) No. 529. 
hegtes Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


(Telegraphic. Foreign Office, March 8, 1912. 
Sita. BARCLAY’S telegram No. 168 of 7th March ite ae 
‘The thres points as amended by the two Ministers appear to bo stiafaciory. 
hould like to reocive views of Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
(Repeated to Tehran, Now?) en Ae 





(10283) No. 530. 
India Ofice to Foreign Office. —(Reeeived March 9.) 


Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 

y of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of telegram to the Viceroy, dated the Sth March, 1912, 
regarding the situation in Southern Persia. 


India Ofice, March 8, 1912, 


Enclosure in No, 530, 
The Marquess of Crewe to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) P, India Office, March 8, 1912, 

AFFAIRS of Southern Persia, Soe your telegram dated iene 

‘The Foreign Office, whose previons iitclination was to suspend notion and to wait 
till Swedish gendarmerio was organised, now propose, in view of deterioration of 
situation near Shiraz, that negotiations on lines recommended by you should be begun. 
Please say whether it is still, in your opinion, an essential preliminary that troops 
should be sent. I suppose that commencement of negotiations would be considerabl 
delayed by dispatch of troops, which 1 sincerely hope may be avoided. Foreign Office 
aro disposed to doprocate dispatch, in view of opinion expressed in talegrain dated the 
20th ultimo from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran. Plengo say, with retetones to 
extension of Deskade, if you. lave considered whether trbasten may uot bo irtatd, 
and insecurity be increased, if supply of ammunition is cut off. y 
18 soon as possible is requested. a a 





(20245) 
Treasury to Foreign Ofice. (Received March 9,) 


Sir, Treasury Ohambers, March 8, 1912. 

I HAVE laid before tho Lords Commissioners ‘of {lis Majesty's. a ury 
ir Mello’ letter of the 17th ultino respecting tho cost of certain local enquires in 
Persia by'a member of the Indian Political Dopartment in connection with the proposed 
Teorganisation of that department and the contemplated reduction in the cost of 
maintaining consular posts in Persia, 

__In reply, I am to request you to inform Secretary Sir E. Grey that, in. the 
cireumstances represented, my Lords agreo that half of the cost of these enquiries 
may be charged upon Imperial fan 

They note that the charge involved is estimated at 1981. 10s., exclusive of 
travelling expenses. 

Tam, & 
- "TL HEATH. 





[1536] 














[10357] Breet 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 9.) 
ee hia) Tehran, March 9, 1912. 
Your 


ternational considerations 
ferent, and 


Tn view of Regent's message I should be inclined to advi 
negotiations for the present unless you consider that p 
delay unadvisable, ‘There is another consideration which must not be lost sight 
‘of, viz, that to attempt to push through a concession of the kind might be construed 
as a recognition of extinction of the Medjliss (this is, however, perhaps of 
importance, secing that. impending loan negotiations while Medjliss is in abe 
boar the same construction), ‘ 

On the other hand, 1 gather from conversation with Russian Minister that the 
question of trans-Persian railway is likely tobe raised when loan proposals are made 
‘to Persian Government, Ido not_ know tae fir it will be feasible to inte for the 
two railways concurrently, and it may be thought de on with the 
Mohammerah line negotiations before all n 3 

‘As regards Mornard, I think that rate to judge 
Mohimmerab railway scheme on its merits, 


{10362} No. 533. 


Siv Gi, Barelay to Sir Bdeard Grey —(Received March 9.) 
(iogtiphis) Tehran, March 9, 1912. 
MY telegrain No, 168 of 70h March, er 
Tt appeury that isting on the Persian Government's undortaking to discuss 
with the two legations the form: 1 of an army has aroused suspicion of the Cabin 
‘and entreated us to accept 
ig intimating, thatthe Cubiniet 
it resign sooner than record this in an official note, though they were. q 
propared {hp cs their army scheme that our objection 
Sauoeettal nor Powers, 
Tent itsell’ to t % h 
British officers pressed is to state what were the points we wished 
ta discuss, and, in. partic 1 to know whether our intentions were really 
whit might bo suspected from our objections to bis formula, We said we. could not 
peeity points to be discussed until the Persian Goverument liad communicated to. us 
tlisir scheme. for : colleague reminded the 
o sell aware that the Russian 
desired ani increas in the Cossack brigade, but he hind. no instructions 
regarding theit precise requirements, [said that Talso was without instructions, but 
what T know my Government desired was the ongunsation of force capable of 
restoring orde assured the Minister for Forei ‘irs that our reason for 
1 discussion. was that, we wished to ensure tht the foree ongunised should 
hve 1 cours of discussion we gave advice which the 
joverm ptable, the mere words of formula which we 
(hint on 7th March 1 i 
t to accepting such advice. We strongly urged his Excellency to bring 
tho Gabinub to agsope this forinula, ; : 
His Excellency promised to submit what we had said to the Cabinet. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 
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120355) No. 534. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 9, 
{No. 177.) Eke oe ete Nara) 


{Telegraphie:) R. Tehran, March 9, 1912, 
MY telegram No. 140 of 26th February, last paragraph, 


Acting consul at Tabreez reports-that 1,500 Russian troops haye left, but that 
1,000 arrived a few days ago, 


‘There are now 3,000 troops in Tabreez, and 500 on the road between that town 
and Julfa, 


(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





[10373] No. 535, 
Sir @, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reccived March 9.) 


(No. 97.) 
otegrahicy St, Petersburgh, March 9, 1912, 
YOUR telegram No, 215 of &th March: Note to Persian Government. 
Ministor for Foreign Affairs agrees with you in thinking three points satisfuotory, 
Ho at first took exception to the concluding sentence of draft reply respecting the 
presence of foreign troops, but eventually withdrew objection on the ground that ose 
also had troops in Persia it need not be interpreted as specially directed against Russia 
He is ready to make advance on receipt of Persian reply as amended. 





{10374} No. 536, 


Gren Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 9.) 


(Telegraphic) 
TEHRAN telegram No, 167 of 7th March. 
Minister of Foreign Affairs thinks that Germany imagines we arv concluding a now 
agreement respecting Persia and that this is the agroement she wishes to study. 
He contemplates telegraphing to Berlin to explain that this is not the case 
He remarked that Russia is safeguarded in her sphere against tho acquisition by 


Germany of concessions projud Russian interests” by the Tusso-German 
agreement, 


St, Petersburgh, March 9, 1912, 





Tose] No. 537. 
(Xo. 175) Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 


(Telegraphic) Foreign Office, March 9, 1912, 
YOUR telegram No, 107 of 7th March ; Joint note, 


Which Powers made representations at Tehran ? 





(10158) 


Sir Edward Grey to 
(No, 176) 


(Telegraphic,) Foreign Office, Mareh 9, 1912, 
YOUR telegram No 171 of Sth March: Russian troops. 
When the situation appears to you to justify it, and removal of fedais haw been 

accomplished, you will doubtless urge your Russian colleague to reduce till furthor 
the number of troops at Kazvin (ooo my telegram No. 144 of the 25th February), 
(Repeated St, Petersburgh, No. 217.) 
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{10218} No. 539. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No, 177.) 3 

(Molegraphi) Re Foreign Office, March 9, 1912. 


‘OUR telegrams Nos. 172 and 178 of 8th March : Lingab. 
Tapprove, 





(10369) No. 540. 
Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 10.) 
(No. 52) 


(elegraphic.) 1 Constantinople, March 10, 1912. 
TORCO-PERSTAN fronton. 
My despatch No, 118 of 7th Rebruary. 
Périan delogaten have arrived, and dltings aro expected to bogin next week. 


(10456) No. 641. 


Sir G, Barclay to Siv Baward Grey.—(Reecived March 11.) 

oF 
ge Ht) ‘Tehran, February 8, 1912. 
LHAVE the honour to report that the question of the indemnity to be paid to 
Mr. Shistor's American assistants on vacating their appointments, which has been 
eax the attention of the Persian Governinent for soe, Une pas, has now been 

retitled, 
Me, Shuster had beon requested by the Persian Government to hand over the office 
of treasurer-qeneral to.a committee appointed ad hoc, which it was intended should i 
its tuen hand over to M, Mornard, the acting treasurergeneral, the idea being that it 
would be e's amourspropre if the committee acted as an interme- 
dine had to hand over direct to M. Mornard, ‘There was, however, some 
lay in the committee's getting to work, and as the date on which Sr, Shuster had 
franged to leave—-the Lith January—-was approaching, he landed over to Mr, Cairns, 
the American nos ig senior, voy io he later to handover chor to the bee 
committee or to NM. Momnaed,” Me. ng left on the 11th January the raison 
Bina bao ‘dit therefore dissolved, and Mr, Cairns 
Mornard on the 1 


1 half-year's 
rds of 25,0001. 


fil whether they could 
who had learned from his 


contract 

roquited 

anni, 

colleastie, who Doygeed m 0 

Governmont. Mr, Russell, w very desirous to compel the Americans 

ain and serve out their contracts, said he considered the claim altogether 

exorbitant. In view of this my Russian colleague and 1 informed Mr. Cairns that we 

must wait until Mr, Russell had received a reply from Washington, as we clearly could 

not support a claim on behalf of American citizens which their own Minister regarded 

‘us inequitable, 3 
Tunderstand that Ms Cairoa and bis colleagues then put themselves in-com- 
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munication with the State Department, and sent a very uncomplimentary: telegrain 
in regard to Mr, Ruseel's attitude, which they desered as bong that of a man 
demented. They asked that Mr. Russell might be instracted either to. support their 
claim or to stand aside altogether, and to leave the settlement of their caso in the 
hands of the British and Russian Legations. The result of all this was that Mr, Russell 
‘was instructed not to oppose an equitable settlement. 

When Me. Rassell informed me of this reply he again urged wpon me that the 

which had been, presented was excessive, and I replied that M. Mornard was 
considering the question and was about to propose an arrangement to the Persian 
Government, and that arrangement would have my support. I promised, however, 
not to support any demand in excess of M. Mornard’s proposals, 

"These proposals were that the three Amerieaus who bad ariived in Tehran at the 
same time as fr: Shuster, and had done eight months’ useful work, should receive their 
talaries in full up to the expiry of the term of their three years’ contract, as well as 
sravelling expenses back to America, and that. the others who ‘had recently arrived 
shonld be paid only travelling expenses and one year's salary from the date of their 

their posts, To this the Persian Goveriment agreed except as regards the 
expenses, which they refused to pay, and they made an offer to Mr, Cairns, 

in writing to settle on these lines On receiving this offer Mr. Caims asked me to 
arrange for him to meet M. Poklewsky and M. Mornard, and at this meeting (which 
took place at this legation) Mr. Cairns strongly urged the case of npatiots, He 
said he had had great difficulty with them, but that he had at last succeeded in 
inducing them to be content with something less than they had originally claimed, 
‘They would now accept a settlement on the lines proposed’ by M. Mornard plus the 
bonus of « half-year's salary provided for in the contract. I explained that I could not 
port anything more thin M. Mornard had originally proposed, but M. Pollowsky 
eruaded M, Mornard to consent to recommend a settlement on the more generous 
nes which Mr, Cairns had just indicated as being satisfactory to him and hie 


collea 
dorthiasarrasgenuts he Pertan, Goremnect finally agreed. Tt involved an 
indemnity for the American assistants. amoun all to some 19,0002, as againat 
the sum of about 25,0002. originally claimed. 
ion that since this settlement was agreed upon it has transpired that, 
is post, Mx. Shuster had drawn a sum sufficient. not only for an 
elf, but also for an indemnity for his American colleagues, on the 
ginal claim, and that Mr. Cairng’a activity on behalf of his colleagues 
due only to his desire to obtain the Persian Government's sanction for what 
ccomplshed fast, the movey drawn by Mz. Shuster boing ali 
ion of the Ame T understand that Mr, Cairns had considerable 
difficulty in obtaining « those of his compatriots who, under the arrango- 
ment mnotioned by the Persian Govorninent, were nol entitled to the full gun paid thom 


M. Mornard nor the Persian Government were aware of the fict that the 

ud already been paid, and they looked to the Russian Government to advance 

needed, It must therfore have been an agreeable surprise to them when 

us handed yesterday to M. Mornurd a sum of some 50,000 tomans, this sum 

ug the difference between the amount drawn by Mr, Shuster for a settlemont, as 

ly claimed aud the amount required for the atrangement sanctioned by tho 
Persian Goverament, 

In this despateh I have throughout: spoken in general terms of the “ American 
assistant: As a matter of fact, two of these have agreed, with the consent of the 
two legations, to continue to serve, ‘They are Colonel Merrill and Major Preuss, who 
were engaged by Mr. Shuster for the Treasury gendarmerie, and are now serving tinder 
the Swedish colonel of gendarmerie, Gofouel Merrill “had done much valuable 
fgtuarmerio sorvion in the Philippines, and. Colonel Hialnarson is. glad. to. havo him, 
Major Preuss was originally in the German army. He afterwards fought on the Boor 
side in the Boer war, but as Tam assured that before joining tho Boers hie sought, to 
fight on our side, but was refused, I have not thought ib necessary to raise any objection 
t his continuance in Persian service. 

Thave, &. 


G. BARCLAY. 





(1536) 4k 
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{10456} No, 542, 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey: 








(Received March 11.) 


No, 28. Secret. 
ieee able Tehran, February 9, 1912, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 210 of the 31st October last, I have the honour 
to report that on the disappearance of the Medjliss I thought the moment a favourable 
one for approaching the Persian Government in regard to the Highthouse on the sland of 
Sheikh Shusib, aud on the 17th ultimo 1 mentioned the scheme to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, requesting the Persian Government to authorise Sheikh Abmad Hamad 
of Migam, the chieftain of the island, to grant the site for the lighthouse, His 
Fecaleny prose to consult his colleagues in the Cabinet and to give me an answer 
shortly, 

{Gn the Bist ultino T enquired as to'the decision of the Persian Government, and 
his Excellency replied that wo definite decision had been taken, but that he thought 
that the structed 




























years been in British bands, 
‘the case of the lighthouse on 
worked by the Persian Goyern- 
matters, there could be no guarantee that it 
ly i ‘appeared to be under the impression that 
the cost of the erection of th would be 4,000L, and I therefore told him 
thut we estimated the initial cost at 80001, and the running expenses at 400. a-y 
His Excellency took note of what I said, and promised to give me « definite answer in 
afow days, He ndded that in any ease the lighthouse would have to fly the Persian 
flag, and T told him that personally £ thought there would be no objection to this, 
Yesterday I sit. from the * chef de cabinet of the Ministry for Fore 
Afivirs, who handed me the accompanying memorandum of the terms on which the 
Persian Govern xd to consent to the construction of the lighthouse. 
T do not know how Majesty's Governmout would be prepared to accept 
these trims Texplained to Moin-l-Vezareh, the chef de cabinet," that the ques 
of light dues in the Persian Gulf was a lange one and had not yet been con 
Te would, I presume, bo dificult to levy noparate dues for oxo jartcular lighthouse, 
nnd, should His Majesty's Government consent to the Persian Government's bearing 
tho ‘cost of the construction antl running of the lighthouse, some arrangement woul 
have to be made whereby a certain proportion of the total dues eventually collected 
would bo paid’ to the Persian Government. 











would be efficient! 





















































'G. BARCLAY 


Enclosure in No. 





Memorandum. 









THE Persian Gove 
» on the coast of Sh 


authorises the erection, at their own cost, of a light- 
) Shuaib Island for the convenience of navigation in the 














t to the Persian 
) and the plan of 





Prior to the work being put in hand, the contractors will sul 
iment the rough estimate of the outlay (the**eahier des charges’ 
the structure ; 
3, ‘Tho upkeep and superintendence of the lighthouse, as well as the working of the 

y delegated by the Persian Government, for convenience sake, to 


1 ofl 





















appa, is en 
tlie Anylo-Indiai 
he 
previoualy furnished with an appro 
5.7 o-Ludian, naval officers will be rey 
on Debalf of the Persian Government and keep the accounts. 
6, In eno hs after the Ist of Hemal ( 
of account showing the the previous y 
Persian Governinent, 2 = 
Phe receipts will serve to cover the expenses of administration, and will, more- 
over, constitute « sinking fund for the capital expended in building the lighthouse. 











ist ot March), a statement 
ear will be handed to the 


yea, two 
eipts and expense 
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8, The regulations concerning the working of the lighthouse, the manner in which 
the tolls will be collected, and the amount of such dues will be submitted to the Persian 
Government, who will have the right of inspection. 

9. The Persian flag will permanently fly over the lighthouse, 








(10457) No, 543. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Haward Grey. 





(Received March 11.) 


ae Tehran, Rebruary 14, 1912, 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 81 of the 2nd instant, I haye the honour to 
forward herewith the proposed scheme of organisation for the’ Persian Government 
gendarmerie, together with an estimate of cost for the first twenty-one months, 
‘The estimate for tho first twelve months amounts to 5,0002,, and for the 
succeeding nine montlis to 70,0001 
‘Tho budget only provides for the establishment of permanent posts along the 
following main road: 


(No. 29.) 


























Tn the north, (a) En ehran-Kum ; (b) Kazvin-Zinjan-Serehend, 
In the south, Bushire-Shiraz—Yozdikhast, 
In Fars it is proposed to raise a battalion, 1,600 strong, with head-quarters at 
Shiraz, for the protection of the Bushiro-Shiraz-Yezdikhast road. It is hoped that by 
of tho fist twrelvo months posta will have boon established from Shiraz ap fer 
as Kinartakhte (35 miles south-west of Kazerm) to the south, and Bagh-i-Khan 
(12 miles north of Shira: north, 
During the succeeding nine months the intention is to extend these posts south- 
ward to Bushire and northward to Yezdikhast, 
‘The sums allotted for the gendarmerie in Fars ar, approximately, for the first 
twelve months, 20,7001. ; for the second period of nine months, 25,0001. 
Major Petersen, an officer of the Swedish gondarmerio mission, left Tehran for 
Shiraz carly in February to commence the organisation of the Fars battalion, 
T havo, &e. 
G. BARCLAY, 














he documents mentioned in Colonel Hjalmarson’s letter aro gent in 
Colonel Hjalmarson is having them printed in Tehran, and has promised me 
which T shall not fail to forward to you in due course in that form, 




















Enclosure 1 in No, 513. 





Colonel Ujalmarson to Sir G. Barclay, 
LE bureau de Vorganisation de Ja gendarmerie de Perse a dlabord quelques 
pour commencer Vorganisation de la gendarmerie gonvernementale. dai 
de transmettre votre Excellence ees projets ci-inclus 











pes de Vorganisation de la gendarmerie gouveruemontal 
du budget de Administration centrale. 
Projet Let budgets 2, 3 de Yorganisation de la gendarmerie gouvernementile 
du district de Tél 
4, Do. 
5. Do. 
6. Do. 
7. Résumé des dépenses de la gendarmerie gouvernementale pour la. premidre 
année (1" a 12 nos) et pour la deuaitae année (I au 9" mois). 
Selon les priucipes, a gendarmerie doit organiser un xéseau fixo et des corps 
mobiles, 
Les projets mentionnés cil 
non plus a 1’ 
‘gouvernement 








jen). 











5 us ne visent quiau résea 
cienne gendarmerie du Trésorier, qui a été ré 
le. 





fixe; ils ne visent pas 
nig uvee le gendarmerie 


























iy 


ea 2 : - 
Le résumé des dépenses finit Ie neuvitme mois de Ja deuxitme année, parce qr 
i ses doivent étre achevées dbs la fin de ce mois. 
1e8 organisations proposées doivent étre ache din de ce 
iW, HJATMARSON. 


nolosure 2 in No. 543. 
Proposed Selieme of Organisation for Persian Gorernment Gendarmerie. 


ARTICLE 1", La gendarmerie gouvernementale sera orguniste— 


(a.) En groupes formant un réseau fixe de genda merie, et 
(0) En corps mobiles. 


Ast 2; Tix gonilarmerio sattacho aps provinces et leurs subdivisions. Dans 
aquelqus provinces tout Ja gendarmerie’ pied et & choval constitue un seul réximent 
dans Wantres provinces iy en a plusiours, Dans les petites provinees In gendarnerio 
no vonatitue qu'un bataillon. Wein es 

(AfGno dats les grandes provinces Ia gow ne constitu quiun bataillon au 

nencement, iuais, plus tard, elle formers wn régiment.) = 

Art. 3. Lo fixe Ke composo des rnp grands ou pls palte des 
ggendarines, distribuds lo lon a ente Pun 
fave Pantré, Pour lorganis Ios routes vont d 

Chague secteur sort suevelllé par une seetion ow par un 
force se partago parmi un ehef-lien et mn cert re de petits postes 

Tat Foreo do in setion (den n) a tois deg, eonsidérant Los 
quo Yon sfattond daus les différentes provinces, on emploie de différents degrés. 

Plusiouts sections et demi-sections sont rounies & un district de compagnie; un 

x dle section, habituelloment.celii de In section centrale, est en méme 
puvcta Rvehuabeteach cts de compa; ent un 
istrict de ba i 
Ver: distr atallonsforment des regiments mentionnds 
tons les batuillons d'uine province forment un seul régiment le chi ‘ 
so trouve habitaellment dans la ville de résidence du gouvernous de Mx provinee 
Lorsque 14 province forment plusieurs négiments, les chefs-lieux 
os miiments seront repartis dans la provin ; : 
set ta nur es. soetons ek emiscetions oft varitble, ot ddpend do 
Viinportan » Hétendue de son territoire, &e 

Te notnby 


postes est, Ia base meine de 
ive, puisqque nstitution de cos postes que 
repose tout le service d'une bonne gendariner a 
MPO Att 5, Les corp mobiles setont exnployés pour faire des expéditions dans lee 
eniroits oil lo rdsoatt fixe ne pont produire Pordse ot la tranquillité, Les corps mobiles 
10 compose — 


(a) Des gendarmies (v compris des olfieiers et des gradés) d'un district on de 
plusieurs districts sGunis on corps mobiles provisoires; on 5 ad 

() Des corps mobiles perinanents do gendarmerie, organisés et exereés tout di fait 
anilitairement. 


Los corps mobiles provisoites ne peuvent sortir de leur province qu’en cas 
excoptionnels et sur Vortre du ( mint eT 
provisoitos, on laisse 
puss contin poesblen nt hes eh 
tro tout i fait dépourvus de toute lene force de gendarmerie eo 
Los corps mobiles permanents de ln gendarmerie seront garnisonnés aux points 
eontraux. Ils nie sortent de lours provinces quo sur Vordre du Gouvernement de 
PBmpire, 4 . 
Ti dapend des circonstances Q'étendue do Tentreprise, le but de Vexpédition, lea 
distances, &e.) sion doit employer les corps provisoires ou les corps permanents, 
Or, tant que possible le réseau fixe doit rester intact 
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110458) No. 544. 


Sur G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—<(Received March 11.) 
(No. 30.) 
Sir, Tehran, Rebruary V7, 1012, 

SUBSEQUENTLY to my despatch No. 10 of the 17th ultimo, tho insurrection 
seemed for a time to have taken a more serious turn, 

Krom teeta tapped by the Persian Goverment it appeared that Shun 
Dowleh from Tabreez aud other agents of the ex-Shah in Azerbaijan were planning 
the dispatch aloug the Tehran road of a combined force to attack Mimeh, ‘Russian 
reports from the provinces of Astrabad and Mazanderan showed that, these provinces 
were entirely in Mohamed Ali's hands, His Majesty himself was in Astrabad, and 
his foroes were said to number 9,000 men, including a lange contingent of Caucasians. 
‘The reports added that his forces were contemplating an attack on Shahrud, and that, 
they were confident of victory. At the same time, a serious agitation on behalt of 
Mohamed Ali was reported from Meshed. ‘There seemed no doubt. from information 
in the hands of the Persian Government and from the reports of His Majesty's consul- 
general at Meshed, that in all these centres tho rebel activities had the encouragement 
of the Russian consular officers and of the Russian Turcomon Commissioner at 
Gombad Kabuz Tt was therefore high time for making the pronomesment against 
the ex-Shah upon which the two Governments had agreed, ag suggested in the identio 
telegram from the two legations (see my telegram No, 20'of the 10th January), As 
will bo noticed in a subsequent despatch, the Itvesian consul at Antrabud wns inctructed! 
‘on the 8th February to convey this pronouncement to Mohamed Ali, ‘The 
of the ensuing negotiations with His Majesty is not known at the moment of writing. 

Instructions had already been sent. to'the Russian eonsul-genoral at, Tabreex to 
warm Shuja-ed-Dowleh that ag Russia had declared that: so long as Russian troops 
were near Tehran the ex-Shah would not be recognised His Majesty's eatso was 
hopeless, and expeditions in his name were aimless and were disapproved by. the 
Russian Government, ‘The Russian consul-general at’ Meshed also was, given 
peremptory onders to do his Lest to sill the agitation in that town, ‘These instructions 
have so fur borne fruit that Meshed is reported calmer, and nothing more has been 
heard of the advance of Shuja-ed-Dovleh’s foroes on Mianeh, 

‘Telegraphic communication with the west is still interrupted, and the intelligence 
which reached me of Salared-Dowleh's movements is fmgmentory. When. last 
heard of on the Sth February, the Prince had been driven out of Kermanshah by 
4 Government foree under a cértain Yar Mohamed Khan, a prominent Mujtabid, 

Thave, &o. 
'@, BARCLAY, 





(20459) No, 545 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey. —(Reecived Mareh 11.) 
(No. 31. Very Confidential.) 
Sin, elvan, ibruary 18, 1912, 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith my annual report onthe foreign 
representatives in Tehran, 

Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY, 


Enclosure in No 545, 


Report on Diplomatic Representatives in Tehran. 


Hassib Bey, the Turkish Ambassador, presented his oredontials in Septombor 1900, 


He is a kindly, elderly gentleman, but | have not seen very much. of him, pa 
owing to his frequent illnesses and partly because T do not find his conversation 
profitable. He speaks excellent French, but talks with. such extreme volubility. as 
hardly to admit of any but monosyllabic replies, and his verbosity often snakes it 
difficult to understand his meaning, though in his protestations of friendship for 
England, in which he is very lavish, he is clear enough. 

He is on the eve of departure, having been recalled, and it seems probable that 
Tehran will be his last diplomatic post. 
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EVE 


M, de Rosthorn, who presented his eredentials as Austrian Minister in October 
1906, Jef last spring, transferred to the legation at Peking. He was succeeded by 
M. Otto, whom Thad known as councillor at the Austrian Embassy at Constantinople. 
‘M., Otto arrived in May, but his health broke down, his heart not ‘being able td stand 
the bigh altitude of Teliran, and he left after an acute attack of heart disease in June, 
since which the Austrian Legation has been in the charge of Count Firmian, n youn 
‘ficial in the consular service, 1 know little of Count Firmian, but what little T do- 
know is in his favour, 


Count Art de Quadt Wykradt Teng, who presented his credentials as German 
Minister in March 1908, went on leave last October, and is not expected to return. 
Both he and the Countess are much missed in social circles in Teh My own 
relations wil 


M. Raymond Lecomte, French Minister, presented his credentials in June 1908, 
He is not a favourite of mine, and I regard him as a mischief-maker and a dangerous 
colleague, though many people find him'a witty and agreeable talker. From my past 
suport oh the chia of minions at Tahran it must be apparent that I had on cession 
found his efforts to provent any friction between the British and Russian Logations 
had done more harm than good, Thad in my mind at the time the poisonous stories 
he used to tell M. Poklewaky of Major Stokes, and his endeavours to bring about the 
recall of that ollicer, Events have proved that it would have been better had 
M, Lecomte succeeded in it would have created a seandal—and this is what 
Thuil sought to wvoid—but it would have saved us from the Shuster-Stokes 
incidont, which has had sucb serious importance, 


, who presented hie eredentials as Belgian Minister in 1908, left last: 
xd to Washington, His successor, M. de Borehygrave, comes from 
Toine, where he was secretary of legation, Ho is married, ant bus five childne 
haw not been here Jong enough to enable me to-express any definite o 
Dut 1 notice a tendent his part to make the most of his position as representative 
of tho country whieh supplies Persia with so many of her foreign assistants, 


M. Polileicahy-Koziell, the Russian Minister, presented his credentials at the end 
1. M, Poklewsky is so well known in London that he calls for little 
T have always found him a loyal a ing colleague. He has 

Dorie two years of banishment from European capitals with praiseworthy i 

Int his disayowal by his Government in the matter of his eo 

rogard to Shoi-os-Sultanchs estates last October, and the on iscipline amongst 

the Russian consular officers in Persia which followed the disavowal of the Minister, 

hus soured him against Persia, and he is now most anxious to leave, 


r. Charles Wells Russell, the Amoriean Minister, presented his credentials 

is his first diplomatic post. He was formerly assista 
rm ington, in which capacity Lam told he was most helpful in adjusting 
Contentious questions between the State Department and the foreign legations, F 


thive moutha Mn Rosell wis tho only foreign representative with whom, Mr. 


hud any dealings. Were it not that T believe that Mr. Shuster would not ha 

to coniisels, even from a messenger direct from heaven, Ushould say that Mr. Ru 
was greatly to blame for not coaching Mx. Shuster as to i mn of the two 
Powors in’ Persia. At any rate, Mr. Russell fell short should have 
hoon Rik Mi Rell has. ingured the resent Shuster's American 
assistants; In the hope of starving these into continuing to serve under M. Mornard, 
he hus reftained from supporting their claim to an indemnity from the Persian 
Goverument, “So bitterly did. the fousteon American tasistants feel regarding ‘his 
attitude that they telegraphed direet to the State Department, stating that his attitude 
‘was one of man demented. 
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MM. Oudendyele, the Dutch Minister, presented his credentials in the spring of 1910, 
He is a pleasant colleague, married to’ an English wife. [have seen nothing of him 
lately as he was not in Gulahek Jast summer, and in the autumn he went onileave. 


_ M. Montagna was raised to the rank of Ttalian Minister last summer, I believe 
he is a capable man, but he takes himself so seriously as to be somewhat of a bore, 


A de Romero Dusmiet, Spanish chargé d'affaires, arrived last autumn to open 
diplomatic relations between Spain und Persia, Spanish interests Here-are nil, and’ he 
finds time hang heavy on his hands. Ho is a clever and agreeable colleague, who was 
‘with me at my first postin Washington, 


No. 546, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.e(Received Mareh 11.) 


Tehran, February 19, 1912, 
WITH reference to my telegrams Nos, 741 nnd 760 of the 26th and 26th Deoomber 
respectively, and to subsequent, correspondence, I have the honour to forwanl to you 
herewith, a despatch and its enclosures which T have received from Colonel Douglas 
reporting on the attacks on cur escorth on the Bushire-Shiraz rond. 
__ Ishould be grateful if, in the event of this despatch, which is sent in original, 
being printed, I might be furnished with several copies in that form, 
Thave, &e, 
G, BARCLAY, 


Enclosure 1 in No, 546, 


Lieutenant-Coloncl Douglas to Sir G. Barclay, 


Sir, Shira, January 13, 1912, 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for your information, a copy of a report which 
I have addressed to the Chief of the General Staff in India, concerning the fighting in 
which a detachment of this royiment was engaged on the ‘24th and 26th December, 
auid the events immediately preceding and following i. 

Thave, &e. 
J, A. DOUGLAS, 
Commander, 80th (K,G.0,) Central India Horse. 


closure 2 in No. 546, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas to Chief of the General Staff, Simla. 


Sir, Shiraz, January 9, 1912, 
IN forwarding tho attached reports from Major Birdwood of this ealment on 

the ighting in which be was engage on the 24th and 26Uh Decanber lst, havo the 

wonour to give the following account of the circumsta ile whi 

toak place a the events immediatly Glowing thems st Co we Atak 
On the 20th December, Major Birdwood left hi 


return, 
h orders 
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to go to Mian Kotal, whence on the day of his return journey’ they were to descend and 
hold the pass for him after clearing the heights if necessary. I may mention here 
that though the Kotal-i-Dukhtar is comparatively easy to clear and hold on its 
northern side, the ascent from the south is extremely steep and difficult, and the 
ground is such that a very few men could inflict serious loss on a small party of cavalry 
encumbered. by a large convoy. i 

Meanwhile the detachment ftom Bushiro had been delayed at Borajun and was 
not due to arrive at Kazerun till the 26th December. The last march into Kazerun 
avery difficult defle—the Tang-i-Turken—the north end of which is 
held by the Kashguli, Fearing that there-mizht be trouble here, I instructed Major 
Birdwood to, move out from Kazerun on the 26th to meet, and if necessary co-operate 
two detachments met without incident, but were 
dwood’s second report, 
‘The situation 





























N 
a that time was very uncertai K 
Dokhtar and the Tang-ieTurkan is held by the Kashguli section of the Kashgai tribe, 
whose chief, Mohamad Ali Khan, is deputy governor of Kazerun, ond the fact. that 
these two attacks on our troops by his men followed closely one on the other, suggested 























to me the probability that, if not dirvetly instigated, they were at least connived at by 
him, ‘There was, therefore, the powibility that the detachment, even if not actually 
attacked, mi 4 supplies ent . 

C draw. the troops from their isolated 





ith all remaining av 
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amounting to 100 lau 
arrival at’ Khaneh Zinian on the 28th, the ru 











the datachmont nd no dific 
probable that they might be u 
fit Dasht-i-Arjin whore. in cation with Kazerun, L nrrang 
the whole ment, including the fifty mou under Lieutenant Fraser from 
and bringing with them all the wounded, shonld move « 
‘would advaice to and hold the Kota 

On the Ist January T moved to Mian, Kota, 
the stoop pass known us tho Kotal-i-Pir-i-Zan, 
ment sent forward under i Pitche 
now 150 lances. As the ground betwe 
unsuited fir cavaley, Eleft all horses 
and with ther 
ides of tho. pass 
nn was met with, and dy Lak aj 
which was iso tinmotested, and the wi 
‘A report wus received that « 







ding, Taceor 
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2 that w party of Kishyais 
ne way back to Shiraz, but 
portion of the troops’ and 
iar Rahdar, about # miles 
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These operations were carried out in almost co 
ware often kuveo-deep in mud. ‘Phe retur 
les from Khaneh Zinian 



















to here were especially 
ng to snow on the pass, 
‘t lange convoy, it took over nine 
les; the last march was through a succession of 

tf y-and heavy hail on the high ground, and it, war 
hours after we had started before the rear-uard reached Shiraz, 
i and supplies prevented all possibility of a halt. Possibly 

emency of the weather, 
















thunderstorins, 
thirtoon and a 
Questions of accommodat 
out immunity: from attack was due tothe i 
Our total losses in both these actions an 























ce, 1 bheestie. 
stunt, 8 sowars, 1 syce. ra 
ceount of wounds, 11; wounded, 45 miss 


Killed : 1 powar, 1 
Wounded: 1 hospital 
Horses: killed or destroyed on 
Males: killed, 1; missing 
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In addition to the above a considerable amount of the men’s kits were lost, partly 
‘on horses and partly on mules killed, and two horses and two mules died from the 
‘effects of the hard marching between Kazarun and here, 

Tn conclusion, I would bring 40 your notice and to that of hig Bxosllensy the 
commander-in-chie the extremely good work done by Major Birdwood in both affairs, 
In the affray of the 24th December on the Kotal-i-Dukhtar, Toonsider that. his prompt 
and vigorous action in rushing the tower not only saved the lives of the ‘two. sowars, 
ho had been overpowered and were being dragged into it, but also #0 demoralised its 
cccupants aso render thesubsequent operations much easier than they would otherwise 

ave been. 

During the fighting of the Y6th he hud the difficult task of escorting a convoy, 
mainly consisting of hired mules, for8 miles under a heavy fice from his rear and both 
flanks, and it was perhaps inevitable that a certain number of loads should have been 
Jost. ‘I must add my own to Major Birdwood’s expression of regret that Mx, Smatt 
should have been the ‘only wounded man who was not brought in, Mr. Smart informs 
‘me that at the time he was hit he was with a few men who were reticing ab a gallop at 
the extreme rear of the eclumn ; the bullet, alter passing through the thigh, struck: his 
horee and brought it down, winding him 60 that fora ti be was unable to move, ail 
no one appears to haye seen him fall, Tt was only when his wounded home. galloped 

hat Major Birdwood knew he was not in font, and i was thon imposibl to gp 
ck to look for bim, 











Thave, &. 
J. A. DOUGLAS, 
Commaniler, 390 (K.G.0.) Central Tuadia Horse. 






closure 3 in No. 646. 
Major Birdwood to Liewtenant-Colonel Douglas, 


Sir, Kazorun, Decombor 81, 1011. 

I HAVE the honour to report the afftay which took place at the top of the 
Kotal-Dakbtar on the 2ath December, 1911, 

T had left Mian-Kotal on the morning of the 24th Decomber, with fifty men of 
“©” squadron and my convey, to proceed to Kazerun, a di 21 miles, About 
8 miles froin Mian-Kotal, as I’ was entering the gorge before reaching the tower at the 
top of the Kotal-Dakhtat, I heard shots fired in front, 1 will now relate the story of 
my advaneed guard. 

Tt appears that my three advanced scouts had reached the tower and wers in 
conversation with some apparently friendly * tofangehis” (riflemen), who were the 
rowd guards, when about twenty tofangehis rushed out, surrounded them, and tried to 
saateh their rifles away, On ing, ono of ‘them was shot through the fuse 
and fell from his horse, but, he to his rifle and began firing at the 
who in the meantine had overpowered the other two men and taken their rif 
Slashing thein over theibanda:witn knives, ‘Thay. thea tied to dag 4H Gy.m064 N09 
the tower, but the wounded man (Nizar Mahomed) continued firing, and prevented 
them till he was again shot and hit in the lungs. 

‘As soon as [heard the shots T galloped up with my main body of about sixteon 
men, sent most-of them up a spur of « hill commanding the tower, and with remainder, 
including Captain McCowan, Indian Medical Service, galloped on to rush the tower, 
where T saw my two men (still straggling with the tofangehis, who were trying to di 
them in) and the wounded man lying about 19 yards from the tower, On our approach 
the tofingehis at foot of tower let my amen’ go and got into the tower, while the 
tofingobis in the upper storey fired on us as we galloped up, My trampoter's horse 
‘was shiot dead under him during the rush on the tower, 

‘As we bad to dismount under fire at, 10. yards’ range we were compelldd to let our 
horses go, and they: galloped off, but, with the exception of my own charger and one 
other horse, were subsequently recovered. We then tried to rush the door, but found 
it blocked with a big tree-trunk. Our position was thus both useless and untenable, 

ak, flattened up against the lower wall of the tower, and could only 
fire up at the loopholes, which did no damage, whilo the tofangehis in the tower above 
ns were only prevented from leaning over and firing down by the covering fire of my, 
men on the spur of the hill. Captain MeCowan pluckily got’ out to the wounded man 
{1536} 4M 
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twice and started tending him, but was driven back under the tower each time by fire 
from the loopholes. 

At this time tofangehis appeared on the surrounding hills (which covered within 
‘easy range the tower and the road), and began firing on my led horses and convoy. 
determined, therefore, to get them back, and we, who had rushed the tower, had to 
retreat from it, That we did so without further casualties can only be accounted for 
by the probable fact that the tofangchis inside had been thoroughly alarmed by our 
rush, and would riot stand up to the covering fire of my men from the spur, ly 
1s T found afterwards that tho walls of the upper storey were rotten an probably not 
bullet-proof, 

[retired my led horses and convoy back about three-quarters of a mile out of the 
gorge under a desultory fire trom the hills which did us no damage, and after leaving » 
pickets and guards over them, returned with all available men (only about twenty) on 
foot, We first scaled the heights on each side of the road, driving the tofungehis off 
hotore us; in fact they hardly waited to let us get within close range; then we 
minaged to secure the hills immediately behind and overlooking the tower on the north 
fide of tho road, and. chus were onabled to fire right down into the top of the tower, 
‘This effectually cleared out the tofungchis, who must have all escaped down a small 

mediately opposite the door of the tower, re too high up to. get 
effectual range of them, and eould get no position covering theit exit, which isto 
rotted, and so I ean report no known casualties on their side, We worked our 
down, and again rushed the tower, to find it empty, but were fired on, evidently by 
its late oceupants, from a hill 800 yards south of it, where they had a sangar. We gob 
the wounded man into the tower, where I'regret to say he died shortly afterwards, 
We then cleared the hill south, of the tower and those overlooking the Kotal-Dakhtar 
where the tofungchis on the hills had first retreated to, ‘They did not put up any 
determined resistance and eleaed before our approach, wnt back for the 
convoy and led horses and got down the Dakhtay safely, though I expected to have to 
fight iny way down, We reached the village of Pulab-Gineh by dark, and the headman 
offered us shelter for the night, but as the village was wholly commanded by a stron 
tower (which the headman would not let us occupy), and also by a spur of a hilk 
T considered the place too much of a trap. My horsed and convoy would have been in 
the open-“ao wo proceed on to Kazan (another 8 miles) and reach caravanseral 
at 10 rat, thanks to the assistance of Telegraph Gholam Mohammed Hussein who 
hud goane all the way from Mian-Kotal (20 miles) on foot when he heard of the fight 
Thad sent two men’ back to Miati-Kotal w Mr. Christmas (telegraph 
eo cP) to be forwarded on to you at found that Christmas had 
gonw on to Dasht-ieArjin, On returning to me they were fired on heavily at the bottom 
of t Kotal hill, and one man, Abdul: Ruzak, shot in the leg and his horse shot 
too. horse fell on his rifh ul he was under close tire, he could not recover it, 
He came on all the way to Kazorun on foot, 

My casualties; Oue man, Nazar Malomed, killed; two men, Abdul Rozak and 
Hidaysit Ali, wounded ; three rifles lost (through treachery), aud. one lost: by messenger 
shot in the leg; one horse killed during rush on tower, and my own charger and one 
horse missing. The horse reported killed, belonging to Abdul Razak, was returned 
to-day, also, three titles; vising, two horses and one rifle, ‘The ‘tofungehis are 
estimated xt about twenty-five in the tower and about the same number on the 

‘The object of their attack may have been a premeditated o 
the fact that they held the hills as well as the tower rather points to this, but if'so th 
defeated their own ends in their eage this def iy “ecransod soon 
thereby enabling ime to stop my convoy before it got within range of the tower, Or, 
their object may have been to stop my advance to Kazarun, Tcould certainly not have 
kot iny convoy past the tower while it was held, and 
‘out that Twas enabled to do so. 
considerable time and ion the names of Jemadars 
Abdul Rahman and Amar 2 d Kot Defterdar Sulieman (who commanded the 

cring party dusing tho rush on the tower), and also Sowars Wali Mahomed, Wajid 
Ali, aud Abdul Razak, who went back with the message to Mian-Kotal, 

‘The troops were marching for fourteen hours with the exception of some three 

hours’ fighting, 


ie at close ming for some 


Thave, &e, 
H. B. BIRDWOOD, 
‘30th Central India Horse, 
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Enclosure 4 in No, 546, 
Major Birdicood to Liewtenant-Colonel Douglas. 


Sir, Kazerun, December 31, 1911. 

I HAVE the honour to forward a report of the fighting which took place in the 
Kazerun plain on the 26th December, 1911, $ 

In the morning, leaving twenty men in charge of the caravanserai at Kazerun, I 
lefe with thirty men of “©” squadron to meet Mr, Consul Smart and Lieutenant 
D. de M. Fraser, who, with fifty men of “D” squadron and a large convoy, had left 
Kamarij that morning for Kazerun, We joined forces without incident. at about 
11 aa. ; watered and fed the horses at the river below Radar caravanserai, 10 miles 
north-west of Kazerun. Just as we were leaving Mr, Smart enid to me i— 


“T think the tofangehis in the caravanserai are beginning to be troublesome, 

“ They say we must stop here another hour, as they haye not received permission 
from Mabomed Ali Khan to let us through 

“T think we had better be getting on. 


Mr. Smnart’s intention was to have a talk with the tofangehis, but almost as soon 
‘as the column began to move the tofangehis opened fire from the earavanserai, and he 
had no chance of doing en, Wo replied to tho fro aud took up positions to coxer tho 
retreat of the convoy. T sent on’ one troop under Jemadar Abdul Rahman Khan as 
advanced guard and one troop “1D” squadron under Jemadar Bhagat Singh as baggage 
guard, and with the remainder, about fifteen of “ C” squadron and one troop “D,? and 
the Maxim under Lieutenant D. de M. Fruser, I formed a rear-guard. For the first mile 
and a-half the rear-guard uction was not a serious ove, There were only about twelve 
tofangchis in the caravanserai, who slowly followed us up, but who did no damage at the 
time, though later on they got up in the hills on our left flank, and, us I subsequently. 
Jearut, were responsible for the death of one ayeo and the wounding of Mr, Smart 
‘and the hospital assistant. 
But as_we retired, more tofungchis began to appear on our right flank from the 
ous. As there was no suitable ground 
of retreat on the south ide of it 


xd toa retirement in the form of a semic 
fh a lange tanga lion the gun was 
nounted, Thad to discontinue its use altogether, It, was at this point, about 5 miles 
from the caravanserai, that Mr, Smart's horse was first discovered, wounded, and T 
knew that hie must have come to grief, To enquiries us to his previous whereabouts 1 
could get no answer. It was generally supposed that he must have gone on in advance, 
‘of us until his horse was found, I learnt afterwards from Mr, Smart himself when he 
was brought in that he had been wounded rather early in the fight and unnoticed b 
anybory, However atthe tine lf conre, considered the posility of making «dash 
back for him, but gave it up as quite impricticable, We did not. know when or at 
what place his horse bad been hit, and at the time were so pressed from all sides that 
a delay in the retirement might well have meant our being cut off from Kazerun and 
‘our eo Tn fact a short time lnter about twenty tofangehis: did get cross our ling 
of retirement, ‘The rearguard was composed of only thirty-five men and the Maxim, 
tha fo bad with.us eoven ov clgit wounded men 40° got slong iand dlvo number of 
“D” squadron mules and followers which proved a great hindrance. 

‘These Jatter bad not been able to keep up with the Persian mules on the road, and 
so had to be brought along with us, Many mules were shot orstampeded and their 
loads lost, and the syees, aa well as the wounded men, had to be eventually mounted 
Tohind sownre. Defucting men to hold horwey, act as flankers, a, we hardly had 


twenty men for actual use in the firing line. ‘ 
Meanwhile the two troope under Jeroadars Abdul Ralisin and Bhagat iogl had 


done very well indeed, and had hurried the convoy along, keeping parallel to it on the 





20 


sacs 
sst side of the rond as we were on the South-west. ‘They did their best to see 
ti side of the road a C 

igh, but several of the Persian mules threw their loads. in. stampeding, 


north i 
ay ee onthe wars shee 


ara a logs in killed and wounded was two followers killed, one hospital assistant 


in horses killed and five wounded. 


estimate, 
Kaver 5 wou 

‘ rally sww about 4 to 6 either 
a itty estimate the numbers of the tof coe 


tower on or off the read seemed. 
hdar caravanserai, 
les W 


ely in hey Jin uo, ad 
the fou. ‘The cnomy nover gave v 
sell withit vunning distance of the hills on ee 
Shrowgh whieh wo eventunlly ha to aigany ae ; 
1 wish to bring to ce excellent work do BREAEE aera areata 
he whole time with the rear party, and also by Captain M Blt 
Merliea! Service, who. tended. the. wound aa tre Yer ees Pe creer 
Fa re ae an Sagi nko worked the Matin, and Want Ondely Pritam 
id Sowar Laxman Singh, who wo 
iit to notice for good work done, nee 
Singh's rghit note i ol work domes convoy 
Ata Adres damadars Rill Kahin Khan ond Bhagat Singh, and got 
and tho ti ttoops under 
Fee ned RIC rh Co he se atshodre ot th Bhi cons 
Port ahitants of Kazim, who apparently are sty 
A ity MiosGeahyas nok ‘oppow our entry, and Twas enabled to get 
a) iT ch, was that 
fe inci nd one which I cannot deplore too much, tl 
Hoe a eA anal taraly aay thee bad oy oak 
should Have be 


ott hin. 


going to bring him 
‘eamp, Who wax going to 

anidedd ant taken r * 

CEE are Nex Rad tea ay Lear Be Mau epgse os OAH 


Tam, &. 
4 BIRDWOOD, 
Fe Mh Conrah Tada Bors 
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‘Sir, Ravn 
WITH rofiven ees 
the relations 
it with the tn Powors on nd SAS Ted, 
thatthe propa ging the eaten of shee Sh 
c negotiations with His Slajesty which are fnvolved have already been 
Tape slaalereata Wattle syle gies the nok to theo Shabana 
IF Slih—w ® insistence of my colleague, who urge 
‘Ali Shah—was due to the insistence of my c 
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had always given him this style. As the question appeared to io to be one of 
sentiment and not one of material importance, { made lithe deman 


Thave, &e, 
G, BARCLAY, 
Se 
Enclosure in No, 547, 


Sir G. Barelay and M. Poklewsky to Persian Government, 


M. le Ministre, Téhéran, le 18 février, 1912, 
ANIMEES du désir de mettre les relations entre le Gouvernement de Se Maeaté 
britannique, le Gouvernement Impérial do Russe et le Gouvernement Impiral do bones 
Gouvesnan,tlide diamitié et de confiance ot désireuses d’aider autant quo possible le 
Gouvernement persan dans sa tache de rétablir et de maintenir Yordre ot fy tranquillité 
dans le pays, ot d'Angloterre, d'ordre de leurs Gouvernemonts, 
out Thonneur de faire au Gouvernement persan les propositions suivaniton 


rice, etx Gouvemements sont préts  avaneer pour faire face aux dépenaes 
Trindade ut Reugermement, persan une somme de 100,0000. cheeun, La, Banque 
Tmpériale et la Banquo d’Escompte ouvriront, chacung ‘un eréait, pour ontto mas 
fuositdt que les deux Rigations auront Tegut une réponse favorable 2 la présente note, ot 
Gant antendu que To erédit do Ja Banque d'Escompte sera mis dk dispaition oc 
Gouvernement persan en roubles s'élevant a la somme de 916,750 roubles, 

i aah sommes susindiquées seront.prétées 4 un taux dhntérde do 7 pour oont par 
an, et dovront étre remboursées du preinier produit du prochain empmung du Goorgie 
rent, persan ot jusquvalos los exetdenta dea revenus ded tee eae ct div aud qui 
jusqutict ont. 66 mis par les deux banques a la disposition du Gouverremnece persin, 
devront dtre employés intégralement ot respectivement pour le service de lamortiase- 
mont ot des intérdts des parties russes et anglaises do ln prdsente avence 

x stvanco doit 6tre dépenséo sous le controle du trésorier géusral of duprds un 
Feemiamme dlabors par ev dernier accord aveo le Cabinet et approve. par Wee dove 
gations. Hest ontendu qu'une partio consilérable sera allectoa S Tonganieation dic 
gendarmerie gouvernementale avec Vaide des offiers suddois, IN ihimne, Cette 
[eotaition ct pour utteindre les bute indiqués au. commencement de eotto note, les done 
gations expirent quo le Gouvernement persan sengaygera: 

(1,) A conformer dorénavant sa politique aux principes do la conv 
russe de 1907 

(2) A, ligenefer, aussitdt que Moliammnd Ali Schuh ct Sulaned-Dowleh auront 
quitté Ia Perse, les fédats et les forces irégulidres qui se trouvent, actusllonent ne 
service persan 5 

A discuter aveo les deux gations un projet donganisation done potite arméo 
régulibre ot effective ; 

(4) Aarriver 4 un accond aves: Mohaaniad Alt Schuh au aujet do aon ddpurt de le 
Perse, do sa ponsion et d'une amnistio géudrale A ees partisans, 


vention anglo- 


En espérant une réponse favorable, nous saisissons, ko, 
G. BARCLAY, 
POKLEWSKY-KOZIELL, 


= Ee 


(0462) No. 518. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 11.) 


(No. 34.) 

i, Tehran, February 20, 1912, 
TAYE the honour to trananit copy of the aideménotre. whieh uy Resgian 
colleague and T left with the ter for Foreign Affairs on the occasion of our 
i i hah, reported in my telegram No. 8 of the 7th 


that telegram, the Minister for Forvign Airs noowptod. the intor- 

orate Leassian consul at Astrabad for the conduct of thy negotiations with, the 

CxShuh with a view to His Majesty's Ieaving. the eountry, on condition that he shored 

Petite a Pension of 50,000 tomans and that a complete sinnesty should In noscrte at 
his adherents, 


[1836] Re 
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On the following day, the &h February, the Russian Minister telegraphed to his 
consul at Astrabad the necessary instructions with a view to negotiations on these lines. 
‘The consul was to point out to the ex-Shah the hopelessness of his case, as he would 
never be recognised by His Majesty's Government. He was also to inform His Majesty 
‘that the two Powers would give their moral and material support to the Persian 
Government, If these arguments failed, the consul was to do his best to remove the 
Caucasians who had recently come to Astratad in the ex-Shah’s cause. 

On the 9th instant the consul reported having carried out his instructions, 
Mohammed Ali sums to have. boon greatly surprised. by. the ‘communication made to 
him, He said he had hoped for Russian sympathy, and intimated that. if he had 
regained the throne he would have been guided in his actions by the requirements of 
Russia. Nevertheless, he expressed his willingness to leave Persia if the Emperor 
desired ip, and said he would await orders from the Emperor and an adjustment by his 
Imperial Majesty of the question of the pension, as he considered the amount offered by 
the Persian Government inconsistent with his dignity. 

On the 15th February the Russian consul was instructed to tell the ex-Shah that 
the Russian Government's decision was final, and that he had better seize the present 
opportunity to secure a pension and amnesty, and that he evuld hope for nothing better, 
‘To this mnéssyge the ex-Shah replied that he was willing to leave, hut he repeated that 

ed was insullicient, aud that he must have the same sum as was granted 
to him at the time of the m Wi -year, He further demanded 
a sum down of 100,000 tomans in orde veomans and Caeasians, who 
‘would otherwise create disorders, 

Bofors we mak 
colleague is enquiring of the Ri 
sum necessary, and whether he co 
indicated, 



































100,000 ton 
to pay off 








te proposals to the Persian Government my Russian 
or he considers this latter 


ure its employment for the purpose 


Thaye, &o, 
G. BARCLAY, 









Aide-mémoire, 
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NOUS sommes venus oe matin, Je 
Gouverneient porsan, par ondre de tos. C 
entre maintenant en néociations avec Mo 
itter la Perse A condition que sa pension, d 
ain d'aecord avec To 

fon parti 







t moi, pour suguérer an 
le Gouvernement persan 





















renouveld et q 
ws chargés d'ajouter q 
igootutions pour lo départ de 
du consul russe A Astrabad, Io M 
fappuyer sur la nécessité qu'il ya pour 
4 person, 
















‘Wéran, le 6 féorier, N12, 





(10465) No 549. 
Sir G, Rarelay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received March 11.) 
No. 37.) 
ir, Tehran, February 20, 1912. 
THAYVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events 





in Persia for the past four weeks, 


Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY. 




















828 


Enclosure in No, 549. 


Summary of Hivents in Persia for four wocks ending February 20, 1912, 





Tehran, 






it was announced that Mohtashem-v9- 
‘Sipshaar Cabi ich resi 


and 
heir 


ingpited hy the 
interests. 
G, P. CHURCHILL. 


There have been no further 





‘Tabreez. during the last four weeks, 
Zin-ed-Dowleb, who has been a refugee in the British consulate, since the 
26th Decomber, 1911, committed suicide on the &th February. 

, Mt. Consul Shipley left on the sth February, and Mr, Stevens is acting for him 
ding hin aban, 

nyja-ed-Dowleh, who has been acting as governor of the town since th 

fad January led Mr. Stoveos to understand, in {Er interview ho bad’ with him oo 
the 14th Februaty, that he was opposed to the present Government unless Sipahdar 
was Prime Minister, 

At is reported that secret mectings, attended by the clergy and leading local 
Persians, are being held to discuss the possiblity of reestablish ng th ex-Stiah © 


















Ghilan and Mazanderan, 


Of the Persian notables who were deported to Russia and sent back to Resht by 
the Russian authorities to be tried by court martial, four were found guilty and 
hanged on the Sixt January. ‘Two other persons were exeauted at Bnzeli by the 





General Genikh, commar ling at Baku, has been placed in command of the Russis 
troops in Ghilan, The Russian garrisou at Raaht was reinforood by 400 infintey from 
Bali on the SO anu 

In consequence of alarmist reports received by the Russian Government regurdi 
the alleged danger to Russian subjects and trade ia Mazaneran and Aenatet tt 
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decided at St. Petersburgh at the beginning of February to send two eompames of 
dently with twb mauallan guia to Aabads oo eee 
‘one company to Meshedisser, 

Meshed. 


Major-General Redko, who is in command of the Russian troops in Khorassan, 
arrived in Meshed with 400 infantry on the 12th January. ‘ 

Early in February Prineo Dabija, the Russian consul-general, organised an 
agitation in favour of the ox-Shab, On tho Sth February the situation became most 
serious a a large mob, headed by agents of tho Russian consul and by Russian subjects, 
commenced parading tho streets and defying the police. However, on representations 
being made to the Htussian Minister at Tehran, instructions were sent to Prince Dabjje 
to desist, with the result that the mob dispersed, ; oe ee 

Tn the opinion of His Majesty’s consul-general, Princo Dabija's intention was to 
create, disturbances in the town, and so provide an excuse for taking over the 
adininjstration, : ae. é 

‘The province is generally disturbed, owing to the presence of large raiding parties 
of Puroomans and Kurds, ; : 

‘the consular agent in Herat has reported that the Russians are constructing @ 
number of fortified posts along the frontier in the neighbourhood of Kushl, and. that 
othe Afihan officials are much exercised at this new scheme, 


Ispahan. 
ithe town has remained quiet, but the environs continue to be subject to 
Durglavies, 
‘The boycott of forvign goods is ended. 


Oring to the severity of the weather there has been a decrease in the number of 
robberies in the province 


1d Mr. Hayeock in his appointment as local agent to the 


eee 
Saviit Zafis, tho newly-appointed governor, has left Tehran for Tspahat 
ty 


Naib Hussein, the notorious brigand, has now come to terms with the Persian 
Government, aud his son, who was w prisoner at Tebran, joined him at Kashan on 
the 8th I 

Yeed. 


‘The town ia roported quiet, but the financial situation continues unsatisfactory, 
Shahab-ed-Dowleh, the goveruor (Assadullah Mirza, the former deputy) and 
Cabinet, Minister), is reported to be displaying more energy in meeting the annmt 
than, most of his predecessors, although complaints of his avatice und panclslanniem 
et 
Seistan, 


‘The acceptance of the Russian demands caused general satisfaction. 

‘The news of recent events in Tabreex has reached Seistan, but His Majesty's 
consul considers that disturbances are improbable, as the principal mullahs ars wall 
disposed towards us, and as Hashmat-ul-Mulk, the governor, is opposed to any anti- 
foreign demonstration, 

Kerman. 


‘Tho news of Russian action in northern Persia caused considerable excitement in 
Kerman, ho bazaars were cowed, inflammatory speeches were made, and the drilling 
of “national volunteers” was comnienced, 

However, on the arrival of Amir Azam, the new Governor-General, on the 
15th December, the bazaars were opened, the drilling of the ‘national. voluntects = 
ceased, and the town resumed its normal state, 

scar Nasrt (the former acting governor of Kerman) left on the Gth February 
is where be hd been summoued to give an account of himself and of the money 
supplied to him for the troops, 


Kermanshah, 


On the night of the 16th January shots were fired at the British consulate, where 
4 considerable number of persons have cluding Azam-ed-Dowleh, the 
former uoting governor, On represen i le to the Persian Government, 
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fe Minister for Foreign Affaire ssid that Salar-od-Dowleh waa responsible for the 
ting, and that be had dono this in consequence of the continued presoree oF {he 
Tijteeesat the consulate, He added that: the Persian Goveramont were wnable ce 
take any steps against Salar-ed-Dowleh bovond pressing Furman Farina the newly= 
appointed governor, to proceed to Kermansliah as soon as possible, 

‘Telegraphic communication with Kermanshah ig interrupted, and various conflicting 
Bik Penne reached the legation as to the situation there. It was reporiad on iho 
Sen nchruary that Salar-ed-Dowleh ad fled, and that tho refugous! bod’ lath the 
Ghusulate, but it bas heen subsequently reported that Salat-ed-Dowlehy his resanterea 
the town, 

W. M. FORDITAM, Major, 
Military Attaché, 





(10466) 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Rdward Grey.— (Received March 11.) 


Tehran, February 20, 1912, 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 18 of the 23rd January respecting the stato 
of the southern roads, T have the honour to report that, as usuel in the dopth of the 
winter, few if any robberies have been reported, 
A telegram from His Majesty's acting-consul at Shitws sta 
Shiraz road, that one caravan re 


wally pilfering from caravan, 
Mr. Smart adds that he is 
to treat for the protection, and if 
seattered along the road, 
to Tspahan was attacked and sixty camels 
lo, according to reports from His Majesty's 
# January up to the 3rd February, caravans 
ly along the Shiraz-Ispahan road, ‘The danger point ts 
3 but Major Petersen, the Swedish gendarmerie oflice, 
y to Shiraz has passed that locality unescorted in safety. Near Debbi 
Major Betorsen fell in with a donkey caravan’ which had just beon looted, seal he et 
Vis three or four companions followed up the robbers, who fil upon hin, hee na 
wounded and secured two of them, 
Thaye, &e, 
G. BAROLAY. 





No. 651. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 11.) 


Tehran, February 26, 1912. 
WITH reference to your telegram No. 79 of the 3rd February, T have. the honour 

to report that my Russian colleague and I communicated to the Minister for Faun 
Afuirs on the 2Ist instant copies of the sketch map annexed to. the joint report of the 
British and Russian delegates on their recent tour in the Tureo-Persien fhontia it, 
We also informed the Minister for Foreign Affairs that it would be loll to the dicercton, 
of the two embassies at Constantinople which portions of the other dooumnenta deoioy 
ty the Persian Government might be commmunieated to the Persian delogut et the 

forthooming Turco-Persian Commissi 
‘The Ministor for Forwign Ahi bogged M. Poklewsky and me to corivey to our 
Governments the expression of the Persian Government's thanks for this cnmmenication, 
Lhave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY, 











[10389] 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 11.) 


ir, Constantinople, March 3, 1912. 
T HAVE the honour to forward herewith a despatch from His Majesty's vice- 
consul at Van, reporting on the amount of Turkish and Russian troops at present 
stationel on th Persian frontier and on the present situation in those diatrits, 
have, &e. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 


No. 180.) 


Enclosure in No. 
Vice-Consul Molyneux-Seel to Sir G, Lowther. 


Van, February 19, 1912. 
form your Excellency that:no appreciable change in 
military situation on the Persian frontier appears to have taken place lately, Authentic 
nows ivory dielé to obtain, and the Turki telligence system appears to be very 
defective, 

‘The Russians appear to have now 1,000 infantry, three batteries of mountain 
artillery and some Cossacks at Khoi, a similar number of infantry and also some artillery 
(the niimber of which | have beon unable to ascertain) at Urmi, At Dilman there 
und 900 influitry, at Kossova cighty men of 7th Chasseurs with three officers, A wire= 
less telegraph ‘post has beon established there on the roof of the Chaldean bishops 
church, ‘The troops at Kossova are, according to the statements of Russian officors 
(5th February), to be shortly increased by another hundred. At Kwenashaber (?) there 
aro eighty Cassucks and thie officers. 5 

‘hore appears to be no ebange in the positions of the Turkish troops, but 100 

ition presumably ax guard to the Turkish consular agency 

The battalions on the frontier between Serai and Ushnu have been strengthened 
by about 200 men each, ‘These rinforeements comprise both Thine and reeruits, but 
tho majority of the former have not previously perlormed any military servie. ‘The 
battalions at Bayexid and Kara Kilise have not been reinforced. 

"Third battalions for 97th, Looth sziments have been formed, but as the 
method! adopted has been to divide existing regiments into three parts instead of two, 
it doos uot i itsalf constitute any inercase in strength of this army corps. A total of 
2,000 Thitiaty vid reoruits have been called up however, aud distributed among all the 
battalions of the army corps except those at Bayezid and Kara Kilise. 

Testimate the total strength of Turkish troops in the Nevahi-i-Shar kie between 
Serai and Usk |. In addition the total of the Frontier Company Guards 
between Bayerid and Ushnu amounts to 1,200 me 

n tho whole section between Bayezid and Ushnu (Bashkala and Gayar being 
includ), Lestimare the total number of the Ottoman troops together with the Frontier 
‘Company Guards to 

The mumber of fedai refugees from Persia at Van is now about 150.‘ General” 
Sextib, who directed the operations of the fedai at Tabreez, arrived here with a suite of 
twenty men a few days ago. Ltappears that efforts were made to induce all these fedai 
to remin in the neighbourhood of Bashkala, but practically all the leaders have now 

Phe Ottoman Government is said tohave made a grant of £'T.2 to each of 


m for 
‘At Kossova until lately there was a Russian political agent who was engaged in 
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ining over the Chaldeans to orthodoxy, 


~ e by no means difficult i 
funds available be sufi eee pepe 
ead avalable bo mulisent it ppointment was recently revoked, and Yam unaware 


The Turks are uneasy about. the doin, 
_ The Turks igs of Abdul Rezzak 
mee sub the ae Hhiey have no knowlege as to taeheeiaey 
esent moment, but <i fo purebase hi i ing hit 
which will satisfy him. his they were not Dees wet 
T have, &e, é 


V, MOLYNEUX-SEEL, Captain, 





10536] No. 553, 


(No. 173) 6" & Barclay to Sir Baward Grey.— (Received March 11.) 
(Telegraphic.) 


MY tel No. 174 of 8th March, 


Russian Minister tells me th: in 
Porte, inorder to clone the tacidons eat the Nesta opera ants rope tothe 


a i Russian consul at: Resht call on ! 

Turkish  Arbamalorand) ae hat the Persian Government could a mausee 

gine had been and that the Turkish Ambassador should then return 
Following is the British vice-consul's report of the incident :— 

any Gerernor General ordered two, old Enselianado muzlelouders to bo taken fiom 

fhe arsenal an but Russian trvops pounced on them, 

anushed th gun-arige, nd alae vwas to be found in the arsenal removed to the 


Tehran, March 11, 1912. 


T understand that the Russian consul at Ri 
is aan maul at Resht was aware of the purpose for whiob 
ine Suns were to be used, but noverthcless instigated the military nuthortign to muko 


(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 


SSE 
(10632) 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 11.) 
Teliran, March 11, 1912, 


7th Mareh (sce my tel 
formula for tho eng 


ae the Permian Governinent only to d 


dy bound to do) and to restrict: choice 


defined spheres, 
(Reposted to St. Petersburgh.) 


rs 
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[104521 No. 555. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 11.) 

(No. 180.) 
(Telegraphic.) R.. Tehran, March 11, 1912. 

MY telegram No. 154 of 4th March, Hs 

Russian consul at Astrabad reports that paying off of the Caucasians has 
proceeded smoothly, and that these have now left Astrabad, 

(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to India and St, Petersburgh.) 





[10649] No, 556. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived March 11.) 

No, 181.) 
(Megeashioy P, Tehran, Mareh 11, 1912. 

YOUR telegram No. 175 of the 9th March, ae 

T cannot say for certain which representatives moved in Tebran as the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs declines to tell me. ; 3 

‘The Regent would probably tell me, but unless you instruct me to approach him 
on the subject I hardly like to press the point. eres 

It is possiblo that, in addition to the German representative, the American Minister 
made enquiries, for he approached me recently on the subject, I read to him the 
preamble of the Anglo-Russinn Convention and our formula for obtaining the adhesion 
of the Persian Government. I thought I had thereby reassured him. 

Great care has been shown by the Minister for Affairs to impress on us 
tha the foreign representatives whio moved bad informed Ein that they wore doing 80 
without tions from their respective Governments, 





(10658) 557. 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Rdward Grey—(Reecived March 11.) 
Tehran, March 11, 1912. 


(No. 182,) 
(elographic.) I. 
MY telogram No. 151 of Ist Mareh, 
Thave received note from the Persian Government repeating their regrets at. thi 
incidents, ing to 4,7441. to be paid as compensation as proposed by me, 





{10650} No. 558. 
ir G, Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey.— (Received March 11.) 
‘Tehran, March 11, 1912. 


No. 183.) 

(Folegraphie) Decode 
T fortnight has shown a recrudescence of robberies on southern roads, 

Between Shirwz aiid Tspahan, caravan attacked to the south of Dehbid, Messrs. Ziogler 

Tosing goods to the value of nearly 2,0000., a second caravan robbed in the eame place a 

fow days later, another caravan ‘attacked to the north of Abadeh, sixty camelloads 

Uelonging to, Ziegler carved ‘oft Tange caravan, attacked near, Kumisheh by 300, 
d 


robbers, details of losses unknown. Band 
8th March robbed post anid. travellers, 
Consulgeneral at Bagdad reports all routes from Bagdad to Tebran closed, 
two Buropean travellers having Just returned fom Khanikin unable to proceed 
further 
His Majesty's consul at Bunder Abbas reports caravan roberry, Hindus losing 
2501, value of goods 


‘of 400 Kuhgeluis occupied Orebini Pass, and 





329 


(10158) No. 559, 


1 Ly Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
‘elegraphic.) Fone 
YOUR telegram No. 171 of 8th March : Russian oe ice Mart) oie 


Am I to understand that 1,400 men have now been sent from Kazvin to Russia, or 
vwere some of them sent to Tabreer ? : 


Your telegram No. 140 of 26th February. 

Does the “considerable reduction” promised at Tabreez amount morely to tho 
500 men who recently left that place ? 

TE 20, itis disappointing, 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 219.) 





(10373) No. 560, 
Sir Edi i 
anit ir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 


(Telegraphie.) Confidential. Foreign Office, March 11, 191%, 

YOUR telegram No. 168 of 7th March and telegrams ee from Sir @. Buchanan 
repeated to you: Joint note. 

ZS itt Your opinion, necessary to take any notice of the hope expressod by the 
Persian Government that no conditions other than those regarding security will be 
attached to a loan? Ag M. Snzonof has not raised this point, we. do not went 
Bu; at object ions, but if, when the loan is discussed, other conditions are made, 
prould the Persian Government have cause to complain that wo had loft then under a 
false impression ? 

(Repeated to St, Petorsburgh, No. 220.) 





(10627) 


Xe: 22) » 
( Ca) 


if the question with tho Russian Government, 
ter for Foreign Affairs’ views, 


(CooBidental) 
Tam inclined to think there may be some advantage in keeping the two matters 
Separate, and we should in any caso have to be careful not to abandon our frocdern et 
Teena b> neat to zalway project on account of being committed to the samo geoup in 
Texan to the propose loan ; if therefore, the société did arrango for Toan ie sooald Ly 
well that it should do so in a distinctive capacity. 





(10795) No, 562, 


Lord Brrington to Sir A. Nicolson.—(Received March 12.) 


(Private and Confidential) 
My dear Sir Arthur, 8, Bishopsgate, London, Marel 

PLEASE allow mo to expross to you my best thane fvr tho legen you 
snough to rite to me on the 2nd instant about the trans-Persian Railwoy 

Lord Revelstoke asks me to say how greatly obliged hy is for the indications you 
have been good enough to give me of the Foreign Office attitude towards this, project 
‘These indications will bo of the greatest valuo in affording some iden of the netecte i 
willbe desirable to take when this matter assumes  delinite shape, Ho seus agi 


[1586] 4? 
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in so far ag the interests of Great Britain, Russia, and France are concerned in the 
Société d'Etudes, you have no objection to any percentage of distribution or repre~ 
sentation to which’his approval is given, and hopes to arrange that such distribution 
aur representation shouldbe vou aA unl macs os Gara’ fees thie ‘Sonrtice ye 
concerned, 

We have further noted that the British Government snust be understood to reserve 
full freedom to action when it comes to the actual construction and subsequent manage- 
ment, as well ag the control of the lines which may be built, We also understand that 
the Foreign Office would wish to be consulted about the alignment, constitution of the 
hoard, representation of British interests, percentage of construction orders to be placed 
on the British market, as well as in general outline about the freight and passenger 
rates, 

Lord Revelstoke greatly appreciates the sugyestions you have so usefully made in 
regard to. the uomination of Colonel Sir William Biasot and Mr. George Lloyd, 


and he will endeavour to, seoure the services of these gentlemen on the  conseil 
administration,” as algo of Colonel Napier on the “comité de direction.” 
We have duly noted that the Foreign Olfice is the principal department concerned, 
and wo will address future communications accordingly, 
hhanking you again for the expression of your views, which will be of the 


frente serve tome i viw of my forthoomng vat to Pars yous ncaa, 
ERRINGTON. 





(10770) No. 563. 
Board of Trade to Foreign Offico—(Recetved March 12.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, March 9, 1912, 

1 AM directed by the Board of ‘Trade to acknowledge the reeeipt of your letter 
of thy Sth March, with cnclosures, relative to the proposed ‘Drans-Persian Railway, and 
the constitution of the Société d’Etude in connection therewith. 

In reply, Lam to state for Sir B. Grey's information, that, as it is not possible 
to dotermine what extent of British participation in the tailway company will 
ultimately bo regarded as o if the enterprise is to receive the approval of His 
Majesty's Government, the Board are of opinion that it is advisable for His Majesty's 
Governuont to refrain from any expression of opinion as to the constitution of the 

whicl: might possibly be construed as implying approval of any particular 

ion of interests, ‘The language employed in the Foreign Office letters to 
Lord Errington and the Count d’Arnoux would appear to safeguard sufficiently the 
froedon of action of His Majesty ment with regard to future developments, 

Yam to add that the Board concur in Sir E, Grey's opinion that no sufficient 
reason has yet been shown for any modi n of the views expressed by him as to the 
‘ignnient of the railway and the impossibility of a financial guarantee by His Majesty's 
Government, 

Tan, &o. 
i, LLEWELLYN SMITH, 





(10716) No. 564. 
Inia Office to Foreign Office (Received March 12,) 


Sin, India Office, March 11, 1 

1 AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 

mir letter of the 7th instaut, regarding the assurance given by His Majesty's 
overnment to the Persian ‘Transport Company in connection with railway construction 
Persia, 

‘The Marquess of Crewe will of course defer to Sir E, Grey's views. But it 
appears to him that the objection taken in paragraph 2 of your letter logically amounts 
to an admission that the Persian ‘Transport Company is, ini fact, entitled to preferential 
treatment, and this bo fe nok prepared fo admis “It appears’ to him. that what, the 
pledge means ig that, other things being equal, tho Persian ‘Transport Company's 
application would receive prior consideration. "But he contends that as between 
Persian ‘Transport Company and Persian Railways Syndicate other things are not 


331 


caval; and that, in these circumstances, while Tis Majesty's Government are i 
fhe sencral interest to give their support to whatever body establishes ite chase oe he 
vmbaaig, aud administratively the most efficient, the siatus of Messrs, Lynch's 
Compan and their past, record, docs not in fact entitle the Persian, Traveport 
Care of wccmmpetition with the Persian Railways Syndicate, to bo selected to ootry 
out work of such magnitude and complexity as the construction of a teilgay sar 
Part of Persia in ite presont condition ie 
io {he other hand, his Lordship agrees that it would not ba fair not only to decline 
hive the Persian Transport Company a separate concession, bul also to exelodertnas 
Gon any share in the construction of railways, and ho therefore concurs with. Sir E 
Rayeitt Hs Majesty's Government might well uso their good offices wiih the Porsivg 
rorenked sratigate to secure the company somo participation in it.” It will not bo 
overlooked that Mr. sito tits on the board as reprosonting. the 
igation Company which, it is observed, i 
(o's enpital of 1400 ae ee 
Tam, &, 
R. RITCHIE, 





(20713) No. 565. 
India Ofice to Forcign Ofice.—(Received March 12.) 


Sir, ic 
a r, India Office, March UU, 1912, 
nied AM directed by, tho Secretary of Stato for Tndia to rants cateeaey tt 
reidnt tn che eran Calf ated fe Rea ®t fron the poled 
r ; in Gulf, He 88th June, 1911, and to forward, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Forel " 
information : ; ui Foreign Affairs, copy of telegrams 
ei ae 2 uit Government of India regarding a proposal to establish a eomldapst 
Tt will be seen that the Government of Ind 
on the island—presumably within tho limits ly. 
without previous reference to the Persian Gi it 
ater on that Governmont raise the qu is 
‘on the island, negotiations should be 
and that, in certain circumstances, 
temporary. 
‘The rights to which the Government: of India refer are those confor 
h 10 @ e conferred )y 
Biot os ae ete March, 1868, for the co struction of a telegraph station ; mae ae 
ee “an ee cals, have Pe ai of the land then conveyed never been 
|, but the Per n Governmer ve ‘intais recently. 5, 
Tond was conveyed at all, It is i thal Lena Huet GNUL Ae 
Government considered that their acq| 
occupation from 1868 to 1880 must be 
of the land occupiod, But they 
history of the 


While, therefore, 
desirability of securi 
Henjam (which he be 


ks the 
he course proposed 
Id be informed that we 
a ir interest, to store coal 
tion. on Henjam; and that when tho 
, negotiations should be opened with thet 
in exchange for Basidu, 
Tam, &, 
R. RUPCHIE, 
ee 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 505. 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 
i February 25, 1912. 
( ) PB ‘ 4 
coe pas etter oF chp 28th Jone) ISU, from resident, Poraun Gulf’ and 
h July from secretary, Foreign Department, regarding Henjam, 
5,000. tons of coal’ at Henjam, which on the installation of 
A willl become best base for His Majesty's ships, is strongly 
chief, Owing to shifting of Blockade to Tangistan and 
bkuh coasts, Henjam ix more important than before; it also has natural advantages. 
Basan le uaaatabies | We propose i ances tho admiral to act as he proposes, and 
to leavo Persian Goverment, if they see fit, to make objections. Wo do not consider 
it expedient to raise question of right with them,  Tnstruetions at erly date are 
Measure can always be called a, temporary one, due to afea of lockade, 
which is being carried out by us on Persian Government's behalf, having been shifted, 






























in No, 





ibe 





Enclosure 2 


The Marquess of Crewe to Government of India. 


India Office, Pebruary 27, 1912. 














ry, 1912. Please say whether 
I base at Henjam in addition 


aig resident, Porsiau Gulf, proposes, 










Enclosure 3 in No 





Government of Initia to the Marquess of Crewe. 
P, li Mave 1, 1012, 
refer to your telegram dated the stant regarding Henjam, For 
i se neal ea ete Basidu, Henjam should be 
ih station and. Ye recommend that Inter on 
I be opened on busis: of our old tights, in the event 
nt of our rights on the island being raised by Persian Gov 
dor of Basidu, which teed not necessarily be 









used 
nogotiitio 
‘of nature and ¢ 
We a i 
























(10665) No. 506, 








Lanwther to Si 





red Mayeh 12.) 


(olezruphie.) Most Confidential Constantinople, March 11, 1912. 

Youn despateh Ni 9 of 2nd March ; ‘Turco-Persian frontier, 

Point 1. ‘Turkish ill, 1 think, much profer reference to Hague 
‘Dribnil, for i n Affairs has great adiniration, as in. the event 
of adverse doc 1 of arbitration they will be very 
of British and. Russian participation 

6 


dieard Grey —(R 





(No. 56.) 





























past, after the elections Ministers might find themselves stron 
enough to distoxard such attacks, but 1 do not see what inducement pro 
can be ropresinted as offering; they will not be influenced hy considerations of 
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(10791) No. 567. 

Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 12.) 
(No. 184.) 


(olegeaphic) Re Tehran, March 12, 1912, 

EN EROM reports from Hin Majesty's consul-general at Meshed, situation appears 
to be still disquicting. 

Ex-Shah's party is now very strong, with plenty of arms and ammuni 
ocal authorities are hardly able to cope with situation, 

Russian Minister has offered the co-operation of Russian troops to assist Tocal 
authorities to deal with the situation, 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 








» and 














[10794] No, 568. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 12.) 
(No. 185.) 
Telegraphic) Tehran, March 12, 1912, 
IR P. COX'S telegram No. 202 of 10th March to Government of India, 


T concur generally in Cox's recommendations, and would submit that present 
moment, when Persian Government have just undertaken to pay. compensation 
demanded, is especially opportune for a declaration regarding the reduction of our 
esoort, which should be, oF Sourse, mado to depend on thearival ota Governee Const 
at Shiraz, 

Mukhber-es-Sultanch was appointed a week ago as Governor-General, but has not 

beon able to. proceed for Inck of funds, I belive him to’ be oa good @ man as any 
ailable here. 
Tp would be better, I think, to postpone giving any advice as to disposal of Kawam 
until the Governor-General has taken up his post, but on this point Iam eonwulting 
Cox and acting consul at Shiraz. 

(Adaressed to Forvign Office ; sent to India.) 

















[10792] No, 569. : 
Sir @. Bardlay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Roceived March 12.) 

(No. 186, 

(Tologeay 


ic.) Tehran, March 12, 1912 
Your telegram No, 181 of 11th March. 


Draft mentioned in my telegram No, 179 of 11th March differs so much from that 
mentioned in my telegram No, 168 of 7th March that an agreement, seuins impossible 
without further discussion, when I will bear in mind points you raise, 


a 
(20793) No. 570. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 12.) 






(No. 187,) 
(Telezraphic.) Toliran, March 12, 1912, 

MY telegram No. 144 of 26th February, 

British consul at Kermanshah, telographing 29th February, confirms the capture 
of town by Salar-ed-Dowleh, and reports much plundering, and'execution of lato asting 
governor and other officals, He also reported that ono ot more sowars of the consuls 
escort have been wounded, under what circumstances is not stat 

ig qeitist consul adds that Sslar-ed-Dowleh is incensed against consulate, ascribing 
his defeat to the presence of bastis, and also against the Imperial Bank of Persia. 

Five of the Government force appear to be in bast at the consulate, 

















—————— 
[1536] 


4Q 
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(10805) No. 571. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received March 12.) 


‘No, 188, 
(Biceeag ) Decode: Tehran, March 12, 1912. 
BX 


AH left Ashurada 10th March for Baku 





(10808) No, 572, 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Bdweard Grey—(Received March 12.) 
eae Sore Tehran, Mareh 12, 1912. 

MY telegram No. 178 of 11th March, : 

Tlie Barbee tell ave that indent ie closed. —gsian consul called on now 
‘Turkish Ambassador at Resht and explained matter, and his Excellency left this 
morning for Tehran. 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 





{10807} No, 573. 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received March 12.) 
Tehran, March 12, 1912, 


(0 of 11th March. ; " 
ops have yet loft Kazvin for Russia, and there is 
no que force toTabreez 
Position, as the Russian Minister explains it to me, is as follow 


Jrovos! mentioned in my telogram No. 171 of 8th March, which he made 
consul 


ing the oneral at Kavin, is accepted by the Russian Government, 
We withd amount to two regiments from Resht and 
from ‘in. 
wacuation of Kazvin is to be completed at once, the 
impending withdrayal will amount to two regiments, two batteries, and five battalions 
inal, Z : 
sords Tabreex, Russian Minister cannot give exact figures, Some battalions, 
ve been withdrawn to Russia, These are evidently the 1,800 men 
177 of 9th March, The 1,000 now-comers ure recruits 
now remain at Tabreex 





(10647) 


Sir Biteard Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 185.) : on 
(Telographiee) Foreign Office, March 12, 1912. 
YOUR telogeam No, 181 of 11th March: Enquiries by foreign representatives at 
‘Tehran as to Anglo-Russian Agreement. 
Ti the cireumstances you need not enquire, 
* (Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No, 224.) 





(10369) No. 575, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


Foreign Office, March 12, 19 
of 9th March’: Tuireo-Persian fi 
propose that Mr. Shipley should leave here 
March, but that we do not consider that two embassies 
for the present more documents than are il ; 
by this Tmean that Edo not wish to contribute to the breakdown of negotiations at 
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Constantinople by rigidly withholding documents, but I think that the time for 
affording such assistance as we can will be later rather than at. the present stage, and I 
should like to arrive at a full agreement with Russian Government before taking action, 
A full statement on the question is being prepared here, and early next month will be 
communicated to Russian Government, our desire being to agree with the Russian 
Government as to the evidence the two Powers should jointly furaish at a later stage, 

‘As recent Turkish encroachments have nob extended to the frontier south of 
Khanikin, we presume that discussions at Constantinople will late more particularly to 
the more northerly districts ; this will obviate for the present necessity of communicating 
any documents relating to Mohammerah, and { trust that, pending communication ot 
the above-mentioned statement, Russian Government. will at once instruct their 
Ambassador at Constantinople to withhold such documents, 

For your confidential information T would add that His Majesty's Government are 
auixionn it the froutieh ae Joallyobaaryed ab Mohuwidetal shoul aot bf alerted, 
‘That frontier differs, to the advantage of the Sheikh of Mobammerah, from the one 
recommended by the Mediating Commissioners in 1850, Your Excelleney should not 
now mention this to Russian Minister for Foreign Affirs, as we shiould prefer to apprise 
him of our views in a reasoned statement, 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 184, and Constantinople, No, 124,) 





(10362) No. 576. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 
(No, 226.) 
(Telograph Poreign O,ice, March 12, 1912, 
SIR G, BARCLAYS telogram No. 176 of Oth March : Joiit- note, 
T presume that the Minister for Foreign Affairs would have no objection to 
informing the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs unofficially that the interpretation 
which they put upon our rejection of tho first formula is erroneous, and that we cons 


template the employment in the army of officers of minor Powers, and not that of 
subjects of Russia and Great Bri 


(Repeated to Tehran, No, 187.) 





(20357) 
Foreign Ofice to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Osco, March 12, 1912, 
WITH reference to previous correspondence, Iam ditvcted by Secretar 

Sir Edward Grey to transmit, to you herewith copies of Hanged with, 

His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehian relative to the advisability of an immediate 
Government for a concession to construct a railway. from 


Tam to state that, in. view of the considerations advanced in Sir G. Barclay's 

Sir E, Grey is of opinion that an immediate step of the kind indicated’ is 

as being likely to be regarded with suspicion both by the Russian and the 

Persian Governments, while it is unlikely that the former would consent to it unless 
His Majesty's Government were in contfol of some means of inducing them to do so. 

T am to observe that iff as may be expected from the statement, made to 
Sir G, Barclay by his Russian colleague, the question of the coustruction of the trana: 
Persian Railway is raised by the Russian Government in connection with the proposals 
for a loan to Persia, it might be possible for His Majesty's Government to make: their 
acquiescence in this procedure conditional on a promise of support from the Russian 
Goverument to an application for a concession to build the Molamierah-Khoromabad 
line being presented simultaneously with that connected with the larger scheme: 

T um to state that Sir E. Grey would be glad to learn the views of the Marquess 
of Crewe on the subject, and that, if they agree with those outlined above, he would 
propose to inform Mr, Greenway accordingly. 

Tam, ke, 
LOUIS MALI 





* Now, 515 and 522, 
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(10851) No. 578. 
Admiralty to Foreign Ofice (Received March 18.) 


Admiralty March 12,1912, 
Yommissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
TAM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of ; 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, deeyph of telegram 
Anted the 12th instant. from the commiander-in-chief on the East Indies station relati 
toa threatened raid on Lingab and the landing of 150 sepoys. 
‘Aepy haw also en sent tothe India Ofte, 
a 


(Confidential) 


ir 


. fe. ’ 
"iy. GRAHAM GREENE. 


Enclosure in No, 578. 


Commander-in-chief, Bast Indies, to Admiralty. 


‘Telographic) P. Bombay, March 12, 1912, 
CB BPONALS in ny telegram No, 91 approved by Government of India, to whom 
Thaye telegraphed to-day as follows: — , 
Sonior naval officer reports that raiders, numbering about 2400 men, inten 

undoubtedly advancing on Ling, ‘The landing of sepays having been recommended 
by the snior naval offer and the ves-tonsl at Linga for defeneo of consulate, T have 
ordored reinforcement troops to land, anid have ordered Naval Brigade to bo hel 
in readiness to land should further reinforcement of consular guards be required. 





(10953) No. 5 
India Ogice to Foreign Office (Received March 13.) 


of Suite for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Sooretary alsin a Honvards herewith, for tho info ion of 
tho Secreinty of Stato, copy ofa teloxratn from the Viceroy, dated the 12th March, 1912, 
on the situition in Bars. 
Indite Offies, March 18, 112. 


Enclosure in No, 679. 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


March 12, 1912. 


repeated to Sir G. Barclay by 


“Two preefons months Ii 
negotiation with chiefs, as 
ment of India 


SRN jons having been received, 1 can 


-onjecture in the meantime that it was possibly decided by His Majesty's Govern- 
Trent to lake ary eaten of tei owa lolly a connection ‘with nesting oer ox 
toads oF with the altack on Mr, Smart, and that they proposed to rest content wit 
afforded us by Persian Government themselves. 

that of discounting the contingency, which consul, 
Shiraz, appr near Shiraz in the spring on an exter sve eeala whi h 
way ohdanger safety of foreigners and consulate, sill remains with us. T think it 
ikely in this connection that, Kashgeis, in view of their unpleasant esperience in 
Shiraz last summier,, wil, unless specific provocation is given them, be claty: of 
renewing close acquaintance with the town ; aud it is still possible for a good deal 


stich redross as 


337 


be done by Persian Government both to promote a quiet tribal migration and to 
improve attitude of headmen on road, even it nosteps are taken by ourselves to discount 
contingency, by bringing influence to bear direct upon the leaders concerned. ‘The 
following are the specific measures which I consider could be taken by Persian 
Government :— 


1. Extremists of Tehran and Nojef clergy could be induced to telegraph on lines 
already advocated to the chiefs of the tribes, 

‘2. A responsible Governor-General, not committed to a partisan poliey either by 
his present patrons or his record in the past, could be appointed and dispatched at 
once to Fars, 

“3, Recent offer of a governorship elsewhere could be renewed to Kawam, and his 
immediate departure to take it up could be insisted upon. 


“T strongly recommend, moreover, that, if it was really decided by His Majesty's 
Government that no active measures for protection of our interests should be taken. 
locally, tho fact should without further delay be announced through the press ae wre 
as to the Viceregal Council and the House of Commons, and that in general as much 
capital By poe ible should be made out of it. If a climax of inaction is merely drifted 
into, besides unnecessary loss of prestige locally, all the fruits of our forbearance 
vis-a-vis the Mahomimedan world will be lost. 

I would go to the length even of recommending that, when this last manifestation. 
of our friendly forbearance is announced, we should declare that, in the event of 
Pacis! proof being forthcoming in the next two months of friendly attitude of local 

eadmen and tribal chiefs along the road, we should be ready to reduce consular guard 
to normal strength, it boing added that orderly migration of Kare tribes in spring Geald 
bo the frst test of such an improvement 

“Detachment of 79th Carnaties, which is now here, might be gent back to India 

taneously with this announcement.” 


On receipt of reply from resident to further enquiry from me my views will bo 
clegraphed. 





(10965) No. 580. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 13.) 
(No, 102,) 
(Telegraphie.) St. Petorsburgh, March 13, 1912, 

YOUR telegram No, 221 of 11th March, 

Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs is all in favour of socidté taking up Persian 
Joan, "Ho remarked that it would be. impossible for us to find a better sytdicate, as 
the business was not a very tempting one. ‘They would not, moreover, encourage 
participation of too much German capital, 

1 pointed out that it might be more advantageous to treat the two questions as 
separate financial operations, as otherwise we might find that wo had abandoned our 
freedom of action with regard to railway. 

His Exculleney replied that it would be dificult for us to separate them altogether, 
as wre must give syndicate reason to hope that railway project would bo confided. to 
them, 

T suggested that if we did this we'should have to make it quite clear to them that 
we reserved to ourselves full liberty to approve or to veto railway project. So far two 
Governments had approved it only in principle, and it would be ncossary to study very. 

ition. 
fat tell them that they should have first 
suggested. ‘There would, he added, be 
nsider before finally approving it, more 
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(10966) No. 581. 
Sir @. Buchanan to Sir Badward Grey —(Reecived March 18.) 


riogaptiey St. Petersburgh, March 13, 1912 
R telegram No. 226 of 12th March: Joint note, ‘ 
Moakler Re Foreign Affits has, no objection to our informing ithe) Benson 
Government ag you suggest that their interpretation is erroneous, | He reserves, 
However, his sight to demand increase of Cossack brigade, and T gather that 
ates its eventual employment in the north when Russian troops are recalled. 
Fe Thave said nothing to him as to the points raised in your telegram to Tehran 
No, 181, Confidential, of 11th March, ax when spoke to Bun, on the sates Ot 
Persian reply he only took exception tothe passage referring to foreign 
ane No, Of of Sth March). He then treated coneluing sentenee of 
that reply as & pions wish, to whieh no. great importance need bye attached. ‘There san 
be no doubt, however, that he will, as he has repeatedly declared, put forwa 
coniitions when the large loan eomes up for discussion 





(10967! No, 582, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived March 13.) 
fie) R Petersburgh arch 13, 1912. 
‘elegram No, 222 of 12th March ; Turoo-Persian frontier. 

Poet te etrustad to Minister for Forvign Aflirn to-day, and bis Excellency 
agreed to withhold all documents relating, to Moharamerah vniil he receives, your 
statement. : ar ‘i oe a 

‘ld ine, however, that, necording to his information, commission is, to mee 
Sener eal tige MT Sino a connaucnly stare tthe eying of next 
i formation to the contrary, he earnestly h t 

acne Cann temeut will be communicated to him 

Ik up in a very short time, as 

‘Turkey is sure to put f n ear SOE 

is Exe then spoke to ine very seriously ation, He had, he said, 

cork eat ee Wel thie Turks had heen collecting documents such a4 deeds of sale 

Aira long: Give pasty wheroas Bersians hnd no legal documents wherewith to support 

tole cass Tt the question went to ‘Tho Hague it would be judged solely on ite legal 

its, an Nuks would win the case on the strongth of documents they could 

aegis rennfing Nim, that he had formerly taken exnety the opposite view, 

had that information which he had recently receivéd had foreed him 

iopinion, pees 

He excelleney then said that when we emeluded our ageeement o r 

wiguol Wun the Faiet that all Azobaijan belonged. to Persia, Ho bad ever since 

probe wwsly against Turkey's encroachments, which be reganted ax acts of 

Regression, If hw Hayguo Tribunal were now to reeownise Turkey's claim to all the 

caatfony coloured rose it Minorsky’s map, Russia would not be able to abide by that 

ayiard, but would bs 1 to dcoupy permanently in selfdefence cortain strategical 
paints auch ax Khof, Khotur, &e. 





(10665) No, 683, 


Sir Eiieard Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 


(No, 126.) : 2 ¢ 
{vege} Forexgn Ofice, Mareh 18, 1912. 


YOUR telegram No. 56 of 11th March: 'Turco-Persion frontier, a 

Your oy fo my enquiry makes it the more important that the Turco-Persian 
Commission should arrange as many points in dispute as possible, and every encourage- 
ment should be given to both sides in the pursuit of this object, subject to limitations 
stated in my telegram No. 222 of 12th March to St. Petersburgh 
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19866) No, 584. 


Sir Bdveard Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
(No. 52.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 18, 1919, 
THE Persian Minister called here on the 6th instant and was received by 
‘Mr. Mallet, 

He enquired whether His Majesty's Government. would not_aceept the formula 
proposed by the Persian Government on the subject of the recognition by them of the 
Anglo-Russian agreement of 1907 (see your telegram No, 130 of the 22nd ultimo), and 
abstain from pressing for the acceptance of the amended version as put forward by ws. 

Mr. Mallet pointed out, in reply, that the formula of the Persian Government 
appeared to His Majesty's Governmient to be objectionable because it 
opposition the principles of the convention and those of the preamble of that i 
a distinction which the two signatory Powers could hardly admit, 

yrinciples of the preamble of the agreement were summarised incompletely 

ersian formula, which omitted all reference to the ‘maintenance of order.” He 
accordingly urged Mirza Mebdi Khan to advise his Government to accopt tho yersion 
proposed by the two representatives without further delay. 


Tam, &, 
, GREY. 





{10948} No, 585. 


Extract from “The Morning Post” of January 9, 1012.—(Received at Foreign Ofiee 
March 1.) 


Rosso-Turkisn Renations, 


A SITUATION which may be fraught with the gravest international consequences 
has been gradually but steadily developing for several years past in North-West 
Persia. Partly owing to the absence of definite mention in Blue Books, but. chiell 
owing to the prepossession of the public mind by Persian affairs of infinitely less real 
importance, this menace to the peace of Europe has entirely escaped notios. By. 
comparison the happenings of Tehran, the presence of Russian troops at Kazvin or of 
British at Bushire, the question whether an Oriental despot or a constitution” shall 
obtain recognition as a Government in Persia—whero, in fact, only anarchy. prevails — 
all these things matter very little to the world at lay ent apart, Persia, has 
Tong been merely the cypher which becomes a significant y by the juxtis 
position of the units—England aud Russia. Nothing whatever that wight happen 
among the Persians themselves could conceivably, thanks to the Anglo-Russian accord, 
have much effect upon the world at large. Bilt the situation in North-West Persia 
one of those which have in the past bronght nations. to war, and anay wpa The 

n has alway's been one of the recognised danger-foci, and was so dealt with by the 
Berlin Congress in 1878, 


Turkey began in 1905, when Russia was weakened by wat and internal troubles, a 
forward movement into Persia, At first. she sent small bodies. of troops from the 
Mesopotamian command into Lahijan, the Persian fronticr district south-east of 
Lake Urmia. This movement escaping notice altogether, ‘Turkey was naturally 
emboldened to continue and enlarge her schemes, ‘the Turkish troops proceeded 
cautiously northwards, utilising the wild Kurdish tribes of the mountain region along 
the Turco-Persian frontier as their advance guard and cover. The same manouyre 
vas repeated by the troops of the Erzcroum command 100 miles north of the point at 
which the Mesopotamian troops crossed the frontier. Begiuning with Lahijan, there 
followed the seizure of Mergever and Chabrik. At Pasve alone, in 1907, Turkey had 
eighteen battalions with artillery. 

‘These movements did not, of course, escape the vigilance of the Government, most 
nearly interested, that of Russia, who made urgent representations in Constantinople 
on several occasions, Turkey gave positive assurances to England aud to Russia, the 
mediating Powers, that her troops did not hold this or that post, a8 reported in consular 
despatches, and alleged the old claims of Turkey to a strip of land on the Persian side 
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of the natural frontier, a mountain range running southwards from Mount Ararat, 
which bas been in dispute between Persia and Turkey ever since the seventeenth 
Century at least. Little or no satisfaction was obtained by the joint representations at 
Constintinople of the mediating Powers, Russia and England, the ‘Turkish Ministry 
confining itself to blank denials. Eventually the Russian Foreign Office became 
seriously concerned about the Turkish movements in Western Azerbaijan, = 
‘There is, naturally, no authentic, information obtainable on one point, which will 
r to everyone on reading of Turkish movements and the manner of them in this 
How far has Turkey been playing the cat's paw for Germany? How far die 
‘utonie aggressive policy depend upon being able to open an ancient and very 
nasty sore on an unguarded frontier of Russia? We all remember some very insistent 
uflorts of Germany to secure for her nominees the rights of navigation on Lake Urimia. 
‘e demand came under the heading of economic interests of course, and caused no 
to those concerned. “We shall probably be well within the mark 
‘ward policy of Turkey rests upon and is stiffened by the benevolent 
patronage of Germany for the leading Musgulma ;_ there can be no doubt 
Whatever that in the execution of it the Turkish Ministry of War has had the benefit 
Of the best expert knowledge of the leading military nation ; it is impossible to prove 
that Germany in any way inspired the policy, and there is no sufficient ground for 
suspecting it. For all practical purposes it ix enough to recognise that by the proposed. 
bratch of the German Bagdad Railway to Khanikin and the forward policy further 
north of Germany's friend Turkey, the entire frontier line of the Russian sphere of 
influence i ja, according to nglo-Russian Convention, stands seriously 
threatened, economically and politically. . 
Whither these or other considerations at last alarmed the Russian Foreign Office, 
the tot 18 that carly in the presont year England: and Russia decided to send a special 
joint commission to ascertain on the spot precisely what had been and was being done 
Ty Turkey in torritory belonging to Persia, including also the disputed strip slong the 
‘tain, Mr, Shipley, ourconsul at Tabreez, who has spent 30 years 
tho Middlo East, and for Russia, M. Minorsky, a member of the Foreign 
staff; who had spent several years of service in the Province of Azerbaijan, both 
nich thoroughly conversant with the people, the country, and the langug 


tar la June to cary ou this Migly-mportant and atugus minion, Mr. Shipley 


had an escort provided by the Indian army, and M, Minorsky an escort of Cossacks, 
sult of Uheit investigations amply confirmed all provious fragmentary consular 
srward policy of Turkey, and revealed n stato of things very much 

between the 


smonthisj 
Anglo il 


hardly be ¢ 
To understand the plas Turkey hay been so. ably  half-adozen years 
past itis necessary’ to consult large seule map of the Turco-Persian frontier and Central 
Rinraistun. ‘The frontier isa antral den range running: 
south from Mount Ar I the riversrun to Persia ; on the west to 
y, the latter fee 5 h and, through valleys in an exceptionally 
fainous country, finding their way to the Tigris to swell itsflow. ‘The rivers ou the 
+ of the great watershed form the Lake of Urmia, which is from 30 to. 40_ miles 
stant from the Turco: Persian frontier line, ‘The great mountain range is passable at 
certain points, ‘The Khotur Pass is protected by article 60 of the Berlin Treaty, 
and any interference its status is a fisky undertaking for any single 
Power, But every other pass has been seized in succession by Turkish regular 
troops, which now’ hold. them with au adequate foree, including artillery, “The 
ifliculty about the execedingly important Kotur Pass has been cireumyented 
Jy outitauking it, whi its a breach of the spirit of the stipulation in 
avticls 60 of the Herlin Treaty »y haus pushed her posts up to Yezdikan, situated 
nearer to Khoi than is the outlet of the Kotur Pass, and has thus secured greater 
Some. 12,000 square kilom. of 
territory | 1 gradually occupied by Turkey 
during the past six years. Her outposts reach Lake Urmia at’ three points, enabling 
her fo cut caravan routes at an Indeed, west of Lake Urmia, Persia now 
only possesses odd patelies of ty They are the most fertile and valuable localities 
of Western Azerbaijan, and they lie whélly at the merey of the Turkish troops and 


Etta 


artillery on the lieights, and the wild Kurdish tribes who act as Turkish integulars, and 
‘even now nightly descend upon the plains to make their characteristic raids, thus giving 
vent to their-rapacions instincts, which the Turks boast of having checked in the 
zone occupied by them. 
the Turkish move, as a glance at a large scale map suffices to show, is purely 
and is directed against Russia at her most vulnerable point along the 
undefended Russo-Persian frontier. While the Russo-Turkisl, frontier is adequately 
garded there has never, been any. necessity for expenditure on defensive works 
‘on the Russo-Persian frontier, which may be crossed us easily as one passes from 
‘one room to another through a wide, open doorway. What Turkey has now 
secured is technically known as a place darmes for attack upon the Erivan 
Province of Russian ‘Transcaucasia, In ‘Turkish territory the Sixth Army Corps. 
that of Mesopotamia, is for all practical pur entirely cut off from any 
lity of co-aperation with the Fourth Army Corps. ‘The only. communication in 
uurkish territory between the two annies lies over Seert in Central Kurdistan, across 
formidable mountains, by roads regarded as execruble even by natives, ‘The Fourth 
‘Army Corps can now, by marching south-east into Persian territory, effect a. junction 
arch tbe Biati Ary Cheah tngrd ing Sortssennb toto Wariner. joe OUTTE ules 
in the rich valley of the Gadir-chai, of which the Fourth Army Corps troops are now 
holding the plain of Ushnu, while the troops of the Sixth Army Corps hold the lower 
reaches of the river, the still mote fertile district of Sulduz, 

‘The 107th and 108th Turkish Regiments belonging to the Sixth, or Mesopotamian, 
Army Corps, in all three battalions and a cadeo company, with » battery of artillery and 
Gqilek Grove pendarines and quvaley details ato now poviel at Bani Nognde, Serdealt 
and Rahdané ‘The 98th and 101st Regimunta of the Fonrth Army Corps, four battalions 
in all, with guns and cavalry, are at Mavana and Chabrik. In all about 3,000 men, As 
{be pomeasion ofthe cpuntsy dapende upon pomeean of the ooun ait pasos both thos o 
the frontier range and those of the subsidiary ranges on Persian territory, Turkey is now 
master of Azerbaijan west of Lake Urmia. "By holding the Karatepe Pass, Khoi is cut off 
from Salmas; Salmas from Urmia by the Kushchi Pass; Urmin from Dal by ‘Dutkish 

osts on the Baranduz River; and Dol from Suj-Bulak by the occupied district of 
uldnz, ‘This last district, which is rich and important, was taken only in 110, Russia 
cannot, of course, remain inactive under 90 direct and unmistakable a menace to her 
undefended Russo-Persinn frontier, ‘The mediating Powers, England and Russia, have 
from the forties of last century taken a part in the delimitation of frontiers in thiste 
now occupied hy Turkey. ‘They eannot but resent this summary settlement in her own 
‘exclusive fayour by Turkey of a question in which they are both concerned. ‘The Com- 
ission of 1911, the latest of « long series of similar commissions, has now ascertained the 
for future disoussion, ‘The peculiar position of Russia cannot but he acknowledged 
in view of this direct menace to her undefended frontier, which lies open to attacks directed 
from thisregion at the Russian province of Erivan. Furthermore, there exists the pressing, 
necessity to protect trade caravans along the roads not only from Transcaucasia into Persia, 
but also the great trade route from Trebizonde which passes through Khoi, the route by 
which goods of all countries enter Persia from the West. Russia this year established a 
consulate at: Khoi, and a strong eseort is now conveying caravans on the way to Urmia, 
past Turkish outposts. ‘Though no cases of hostile collision have yet bven reported, 
the circumstances are such that at any moment an * ineident’” might occur which wonld 
precipitate a crisis, Turkey, under eover of the din raised in Europe about "constitu. 
tions” in Persia, has quivtly secured in admirable place d’armos for attack on Russia in 
case of war—and a valuable lever in the negotiations of peace time—while at, the 
same time effecting an arbitrary seizure of territory comparable in aren roughly to 
Alsace-Lorraine, 


St. Petershurgh, Decomber 30. 





(11058) No. 586. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received Mareh 14.) 


Tehran, February 28, 1912. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 80 of the 17th instant I have the honour to 
oo pies herewith copies of two despatches from His Majesty's consul at 
1536, 48 
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‘Kermanshab, reporting the reeapture of the town by the Government forces and the 
‘consequent flight of Salar-ed-Dowleh. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 686. 
Consul McDouall to Sir G. Barclay, 


Kermanshah, February 9, 1912. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, on the evening of the 7th, reports were 
received that Yar Mohammed Khan, commanding the Government forees, had occupied 
Mount Bisitun, During the night there was a skirmish at the Karasu Bridge, four miles 
from town, and the Kalhurs from there passed behind the consulate in flight towards 
Mahidasht, About ten mujteheds were killed at the bridge, one an officer, Hussein 
Khon Kermanshabi, At 5 a.at. on the 8th there was some firing, and soon after 
Yar Mohammed Khan came alone to consulate and asked permission to see Avem-ed- 
Dowleh, who might have some plan to prevent bloodshed. I agreed, and he came in 
for a fow minutes only, 

ng contuiued all day, tu Government forces pradualy aalyandingand ly 

sunset thoy held nearly all the town up to the gates of the palace, which is au extensive 
block of buildings, ‘They sont twice to ask Avem-edl-Dowleh to join them, and two 
officers called with the same message. I held him and his associates in bast to their 
promise riot to go to the town until it was in the occupation of Government, in 
aocordance with what Ehud told Salar-ed-Dowleh, After dark the palace was entered, 
but Salared-Dowleh and Dawood Khan, Sardar Mozaihir, aud others had fled. ‘They 
hud Jett by w gate on the outskiris of the town, and ate reported to have gone to 
Darband, on the Kurdistan-Kermanshah border, Their further movements have not 
yet been reported. 

‘Tho majority of the prine 
avithstand the soldiors, - Sharat 
thor werw not many casualt y 

‘This morning w guard of honour with a flag came to the consulate and conducted 
tho Dastis to the palioo, after formally thanking me. 

Avonved-Dowleh is now acting governor, and bas issued proclamation that any 
looting will be punished by death, 

Owing to the advance of the Government forces the Russian Cossacks were 
Aotuined, but leave to-morrow, and I sond this by favour of my Russian colleague, 

T have, &e, 
W. McDOUALL. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 


Constd MeDouald to Sir G, Barclay. 
0. 15.) 
i Kermanshah, February 13, 1912, 

T HAVE the | inuation of my No, 12 dated the 9th’ February, to 
inforin you that Sha K i was not killed in the fighting, He was at the 
house of Aga Mahi iiwmmoed Mehdi Mujtehed, and the morning 

ting was shot, with his nephew and. two servants, by mujteheds. ‘The 

is in Kermanshal have written « deposition stating that he was killed by 

mujtchods and the townspeople are iunocent, and sent it to the tribe to prevent them 
killing any Kermanshis 

Aga Mahmud was arrested, ulso Aga Rahim, Haji Aga Wali, Aga Seyyid Reza Qumni, 
and Shoildh-ol-Islany of Hersi jteheds. "The whole of Salar-ed-Dowleh's corres 

was found in the yi nd’s despatelicase was brought fe 
house, ‘The extraordinary f Government enquired into the caso agai 
them, There was no doubt of his (Aga Mahmud’s) guilt. The commission de 
Aha ho must pay 44000 tonans and be sent to Tehran with the others 
During the night Yar Mohanmed Khan Sardar ordered his execution, and he was 
ugeil at daylight on the 12th, Yar Mohainmed informed the com hat he acted 
tk ‘hran. here is some 
ubt i Aga Rahim will escape death, 
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‘On morning of the 9th two officers of the Zanginch regiment, two executioners, 
and one or two others were shot, 

Salar-ed-Dowleh took his wife, a local princess, with him. On the 9th they were 
at Mabidasht and looted neighbouring villages for supplies, Salar Mas'ud (Hussein 
Khan Guran) and Samsam-el-Mamalek Sinjabi went to their homes and refused to assist 
Salar-ed-Dowleh further, He has with him Sardar Mozafir and Salar Humayun and 
their followers, amounting to about $90 men and one gun. From Mahidasht they have 
moved to the Crown lands, about 12 miles from Kermanshah to the north-north-west, 
and are said to have sent to the Kalhurs, to Kurdistan, and Luristan for reinforcements, 

‘The Government forces consist of about 200 mujteheds, 100 Kuliaii horse, and local 
soldiers and volunteers—perhaps 1,000 in all, ‘They are well supplied with aumunition, 
‘They have telegraphed to Farman Farma for reinforcements, 

The town is quiet and people in terror. ‘Two akhunds have taken bast at the 
consulate, named Seyyid Mohammed Rauza-kban and Naib-Sndr. ‘They arv accused of 
political offences, but'say they can prove their innocence, 

Thave, &o, 


'W, McDOUALL. 





(11022) No. 587. 
India Ofice to Poreign 0 fice-—(Received March 14.) 
‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 


the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated 8th March, 1912, 
regarding the situation in Southern Persia, 


India Office, March 13, 1912, 


Enclosure in No, 587, 


The Marquess of Crewe to the Government of India, 


(Telegray ye India Office, March 8, 1912 


AFFAIRS of Southern Persia. 
See your telogram dated the 5th ultimo, ‘The Foreign Office, whose provious 
inclination was to suspend action and to wait till Swodish gendarmerie was organised, 
w of deterioration of situation near Shiraz, that nogotiations on 
168 w you should be begun, Please say whether it is still, in your 
opinion, ane preliminary that troops should be sent, 1. suppose ‘that 
commencement of negotiations would bo considerably delayed by dispatch of troops, 
which T sincerely hope may be avoided. Foreign Office are disposed to. deprecato 
dispatch, in view of opinion expressed in telegram dated the 20th ultimo from. His 
i ‘Tehran. Please say, with reference to extension of blockade, if 
you have considered whether tribesmen may not be irritated and insecurity be inereased 


if supply of ammunition is cut off. A reply by telegram as soon as possible is 
roquested. 





(211120) No. 588. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Hdward Grey —(Received March 14.) 
(No. 105.) 


(Felegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, March 14, 1912, 

T AM informed by His Majesty's eonsul at Batown that instructions. to gecelorate 
the training of recruits have ueen sont to the military authorities in tho Caucndts, 
especially to the troops stationed nearest the westem frontier, ‘The consul states that 
he has this information on good author 

balso hear from the French chargé d'affaires that news of military preparations 
at Tiflis, Baku, and Batoum has reached the French Embassy. 

From this intelligence and from the language used to mo by AM. Sazonof and 
reported in my telegram No, 104 of 13ih March, it looks as if the Russian Goverament 
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i i i ‘0 months, and 
‘titude of tribal chiefs and local headmen slong the road in the next two months, 
his observations regarding loss of prestige obviously do not apply with such weight to 
this suggestion. 





(11262) No. 593. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey- 





(Received March 15.) 
(No. 194.) ; a 

Pelegraphi Tehran, March 15, 19 
CTS RRSELOWING from conmil at Kermanshab, dated 8th Murch, received 
1th Mareh ;— 


“Prince Salar-ed-Dowleh's bag on deposit at the Tmperial Bank of Persia was by 
dal raed Of karguzar opened and inventoried. by me. On hin return Salar E 
Dowleh falsely declared that 95,000 tomans taken from it. After my informing him of 
the fuets Princo repeated hin statement and said that Tiperial Bank of Persia must 

the amount, [have demanded apology, No answer yet. I think there may 

1 to the Tmperial Bante of Persia, 
Details by post,’ 
























(11263) No. 504. 





Sir G, Bavelay to Six Edward Grey. (Received March 16.) 

(iRogeephic) elvan, March 15, 1912. 
YOUR tolegram No. 188 of 14th March, ‘Sie Gia 
Bank at Hamadan reports that there are uo. means of communication wit 
aushuh, Messengers refuse to undertake the journey. In any ease, short of a 

which it would bé awkward to have to earry out, { doubt whether anything 

Lo of more avail than our joint connmunication, which should by this 

i niide, as the bank managers at Hainadin forwarded our instructions on 

2nd March by two Russian Cossacks who were proc ig to Kermanshah. 


































(11259) 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir iiward Grey.—(Reecived March 16.) 





i.) 
‘Pelesraphic,) 
i FOLLOWING 


Consul at Bur 


15, 1912. 


Tehran, Ma 
of 15th March -— 













assy, states: that 








ho is informed that the ‘Tu ities have decided to create three 
military posts on the south ‘isting of seventy n each, 
Guna Hi bs ane ut between Kurn hy [and Saatte| on the 





river oppesite the Sheikh of Mobammerab's palice at Failia, is 
Ten ton nisin tsce would apbeas to be eouersabl iltry nace at 
is juncture, while they cannot 0 provoke a renewal of friction betweer 
ftlesche auliontessml*Uye sik and being ino acute Tone the question of the 
Tureo-P 

Tn the sume 
FA outpost and bar 
reer ths ee sitesi bots eal Tnx Ole letter of Srd June, 1911, to 
the Foreign Ofice, and the express ation of His Majesty's Goverom: 
thoir best endeavours to provent this question heing raised by the Turks 
despatch No. 143 of 30th 
















nniunication coustil reports several visits by the vali to the 
company with commodore or inspector-general commandant of 












(Addiessed to the Goverument of India.) 


























111262} 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 15.) 


(No. 197.) 
(Teleseraphie.) Teheran, Mareh 15, 1912. 
MY telegram No, 193 of 15th March. 
Following from consul at Bushire — 


#T would point out following apparent [misconception in Smart's telegram 
No. 52 of 14th March :— 


“Government of India telegram of 11th January, referring to the headmen in 
question, suggested that we should simultaneously ‘ offer them the opportunity to give 
us satisfaction, and to enter into a direct compact with us,’ &e. 

«again Government of India telegram of Sth’ February spoke of ‘ getting 
them to settle accounts with us.” 
‘Smart seems to have understood that the intention was ‘firstly to call to account? 
those responsible as a preliminary measure, ‘and afterwards to subsidise them.” 


“This is quite (a different matter, und was clearly not intended by the 
Government of Indi 














(11265) No. 597. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey —(Reecived March 15.) 
(No. 106.) 
(Telegraphic) St. Petersburgh, March 16, 1912, 
MY immediately preceding telegram of 14th March, 

1 asked Minister for Foreign Affairs this afternoon to explain reasons for his 
‘extreme pessimism with regard to Tureo-Persian frontier question, 

His Excellency admitted that he hind not studied the question himself, but said 
that all that he had been told by M. Minoreky and others showed that the 'utks could 
nake ont a very strong case and prove that their authorities had been rogiatoringe 
deeds of sale and administering districts in considerable part of the territory. they 
claimed. Their eagerness to go to The Hague and the communication mado to him by 
Turkish Ambassador reportad in my desputch No, 5% in which they declared points in 
question would undoubtedly be adjudicated to them by that tribunal, proved their 
confidence. 

His Excellency then said that if Turkey was to obtain all she was claiming Rusein 
would be obliged to reconsider her whole poliey with regard to regions adjacent. to. her 
frontier. So fony ns Persia held those regions she had nothing to fear, but she could not 
have her frontier exposed to tho atiacks of Turkish troops tundor German officers, 

T pointed out that there was documentary evidence to show that ‘Turkey. waa i 
illegal possession of the greater part of tho territory now oceupiod hy her, and- asked i€ 
he agred with what M. Nératof had said to me in conversation reported in my telogeatn 
No. 99 of 6th May last, 

His Excellency roplied in the affirmative, and said that we must make the Persians 
understand that they must consult ww before they took any stops with regard to proposed 
arbitration, and that one of the atbitrators to be named by them must be'a Russian or 
an Englishman, 

On my enquiring what truth there was in reports of military. preparations in 
Caucasus, his Excellency said that two yearsago there had been a question of reinforoing 
the Russian troops there, and that he had insisted at a recent meeting of tho Couneil of 
Ministers that this should be done at ones, ‘The 4ist division would. therefore be sent 
there from Kazan, so that, should necessity arise, flying columns could be sent to any 
point where they wore required. 

On my expressing the hope that his Excellency 
immediate action, and’ that he would not forestall di 
Minister for Foreign Affairs said he bad no auch intent 
decision referred to would be such as w 








































































Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


) Foreign Office, March 15, 1912. 
IR G. BUCHANAN'S telegrain No. 103 of 13th March: t ; 
When your Russian colleague is similarly instructed, you may inform Persian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs in the sense of first sentence. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No, 235.) 

















Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 


Foreign Ofice, March 15, 1912. 
104 of 13th March ; Turco-Persian frontier. 

Ministor for Foroign Affairs my thanks for agreein, 
‘The statement with which 
Jusively to Mohammerah, but, has 
or Ttwill be expedited as much as possible. Mr. Shipley 





all documents relating to Mohammerah. 


hh Russian Government docs not relate ex 





Will bo at Constantinople n x 
With rogard to paragraph 8, I am aware that the ‘Turks have been collecting such 


furnish Persia with some documents of reat 

‘orvign Office memorandum 8800) of 1843, 

her claims at that time, which did not embrace her 

‘ons. Moreover, we have a map showing the frontier according to the 
hest authorities in 1848. 

With rogard to final paragraph of your telegram you should tell Minister for 

to consider with him situation which will 

ions break down, and should be glad to 

y suggestions which the Minister for Foreign Affains may have to make, 

ally as the maintenance of the statue quo at Moliammerah is a matter of 


.. We are in a position 








'P. 
‘Durkey as illustratin 





Forcign Affairs that Tam quite prep 
‘arise if the direot ‘Purco-Persian nego 








(Repeated to Constantinople, No, 134, and Tehran, No. 195.) 























ward Grey to Sir G. Louether. 





of Lith Mareh : ‘Tureo- 
tainly had not conte 












plated any reope 





297, and Tehran, No. 196.) 

















Hdward Grey to Licutenant-Colonel Si 


) Foreign Ofiec, March 15, 1912. 
MOHAMMERAL, 





n dated 1844 Major Rawlinson stated that Chaab tribe had 
continued almost uninterruptedly for long period to. pay to. G 
Hafur, above Mohamanerah 





mment, of Bussorah 
is they had obtained them by 
thay had long ceased all other payments, 
-arded themselves in the light of foreigners 
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No. 602, 





subjects of minor Powers, 
army. 


Sir @. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 16.) 


Tehran, Mareh 16, 1912. 





This latter point had been raised by Persian Minister in St, Patersburgth 


we had already in our conversations. wi 
intention of limiting the army "M8 
Russian Minister made it clear that. our commu 


lees brigade, which, if increased, would be organised 


(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 











for Foreign Affairs disclaimed any 


tion did not apply to. the 
don the sume lines as a4 


———S— a eee 


12044) No. 603. 


Notes on the Treaties between Turkey and Persia relating to the Frontier Question from 


femorandum forwarded in Sir 


1639 to 1822, as given in Sir H. Rawlinson’: 
Ai Gamings DepeeNe ise feat 





Preliminary, 


blished in @ Turkish geographical wor 
Rawlinson), Both plenipotentiaries, Sir S, 






referred to th 
has been bro 


Versions of the Treaty of 1630. 
The following vers 
randum above relorred to, viz 


1, The “Jehan Nama" (or “ Numa”) 
2. The “ Tarikh-i-Naimeh " (cr Nason . 


f the treaty are given by 








trea; Sttmary from a translation (full text at the 


f whieh is ved i i 
rich 9 copy is preserved in the maseum at Vienna, 





* Presumably the res 
T refer to later as version Nov 


[1536] 








ited 
‘« called the “Jehan 


(1746) and Erzeroum (182 

the date of Sir 8. Canniny 

I text signed by both contracting parties of 
ht or any evidence produced to show that iti 


’s despatch above 
he ‘Treaty of 1639 











AY, Rawlinson in his memo- 


Foreign Office) of the Turkish 
ie above there are also attached to Sir H. Rawlinson's memo- 


Parked in Rawlinson's memorandum “ Communicated by tho Port," aid which 
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4, A summary (communicated in Sir $. Canning’s despatch of the 19th December 
1848) marked— 


“Communicated from Home,” 
“Originally received from Persia," and 


5, Same treaty (1639) marked— 
“Communicated by Porte.” 








‘The Five Versions. 



















their great similarity, points out that ‘a strange 
fh, the. goneral tenor of the frontier demareation,” and 8 s discrepancy 
tse from the  omision by the author of the “Jehan Numa’ of one or two Tines of the 
original treaty, the second anc third, territorial clauses being blended into one, and 
totally diforent Tinjtation of territory from that. which, was. intended being, hoe 
ausigied to the two Empires” The one or two lines of the original treaty, referred 
to by Sir H, Rawlinson as having been omitted by the author of the “Jeban Numa, 
and which are found in the * Tarikh-i-Naimeb,” afe 



















moreover, to be admitted on the part of Persia with any of 
, or lands, or districts, or mountains, or coasts lying within 
of Akheshkeh, Kars, Van, Shahrizal (Shahrizor), 


“No. interference 
the fortresses, or villages, or ks 
the several acknowledged territor 
Bagdad and Bussorah’” 








‘These lines, itis to be noted, follow immediately after the first clause, concluding 
esl eect il tis werda Sag wall a Gun cof Balch acaita dependencies, ke. 
‘Tho *fchan Numa” on the other hand, immeditely after this fist, else, and 

olr ie words “No interference, moreover, to be admitted, &, 
BR rae ath regard to Akhesb! nd Rawan (Van), the 
» id Zarudi or Zardiya (Zardeh), &e, ‘These to. be 
, would of course give Akheshkeh, Kars, Van, 
latter country,t and would amply justify 
‘At the present day, however, the point seems to me to 
Fave leat much af nov all offs importateo, an AkReahich and Kars have been otherwise 
Uisposed off no pretension, as fur as T know, having been put forward by Persia to Van 
sino the Krzeroun ‘Tivaty of 1848, while as to Shahrizor, both versions in the 
immediately preceding first clause assign the districts of that place to Turkey, ‘The 

hor ef "dean Numa” is thus, ax regards Shabrizse, apparvutly in coutradi 
with himself, and this point is not without estimating: the tri 
worthiness of the respective versions. But ifthe Naimel” thus disposes 
of the pretensions to Akleshkeh, Se, of Persin it yives to the latter country "the 
fortresses lying between Mendallijin (Mendalli) and Dart If this is correct—and 
tho" Tarikl:i-Naimoh,” it must’ be remembered, was the version produced by the 
is clear that the plains of Ghilan Derah aud Kileh Shabin, 
Ii and Dartang, would rwinain to Persia, and this is the 
opinion of Sit H. Rawlinson, who states (Memorandum, p. 4) that he is inclined to 
couisider this sion vague, though, as it certainly is. to apply to the respective 
positions Derab, and Kil ”” aud, further (p, 3), after remarking, 
py that “if the grand ge sul distinetion ‘between the mountains and the 

plains be attended to, Ghilan, Der 

fiontioe will be the great, range 
the other hand, i is ov object to dist 






















comune 


















ion 

































































* A note iy attached to this summary as follows? * Kara Ali Tebelab 
Prexhuced by the Persian plenipotentiary, ride sypra. 
| tinh aot menoond nthe" Johas Nusa 
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within the last fifty years. On the other hand, neither the Viewna copy nor the 
Turkish version (No.’5) make any mention of the fortresses in question, while the 
Jehan Numah”* contains an acknowledgment of the right of Turkey to thé plains 
between Mendalli and Dartang, as do the Vienna copy and the Turkish version (No.3). 
This-apparent contradiction, ic, the attribation, on the one hind, to Turkey of the 
“plains between Mendalli and Dartang,” and, on the other, to Persia of the fortresses 
between the same places, would seem to be an obscure point in the treaty, nor does the 
subsequent treaty of 1822, or that of 1848, help to clear it up, In the sketeh map, 
however, to illustrate the ancient’ and modern frontiers of Zobab and Suleimanich 
(Carkey 57 4), the ancient frontier, ‘as defined by treaty,” gives the phins of Ghilan, 
Derali, and Kileh Shahin to Persia, while in the identic map of 1869 the plaina in 
question are merely placed within the limit of the neutral zone, the question being, thus 
left open. ‘The other points in the treaty do not seem to me to call for much comment, 
Darneh and Dertent in all five versions being given to tlie Sultan ; while there can be 
no doubt as to the attribution to Persia of Derah} and Zardeh, Mihriban and its 
dependencies, and Avroman and its dependencies, though it is somewhat singular that 
in the “Jehan Numa” no mention is made of the latter pluce. Similarly, the general 
tenor of the treaty unquestionably leaves Shabrizor to the Sultan, while the stipula- 
tions regarding the demolition of the fortresses of Kileh Zanjir, Kotoor Mukow, and 
Magazberd§ (on the side of Kars) are practically the sume in all five versions, Only, 
however, in the Turkish version (No. 5) is Siemil steel? expremly attsibutod o Turkey, 
and only in this version is it to be found that Azerbaijan belongs to that country. 
Of'the five versions of the treaty, the three which make mention of Bussorah are— 
The "Tarikh-i-Naimeh ” (2), 
‘The Vienna eopy (3), 
‘Whe Persian version (4), 


‘The “Jeban Numa” 
ssiler 














(1) and, singularly enough, the Turkish version (6) being 
s to this particular place, 


‘The Vienna copy (3) and the Persian version (4) are identical in their references, 
whicl are as follows :-— 








“The Shab is to commit uo aggression, nor meddle ‘with the fortresses, burghs, 
wrovinces, countries, mountains or hills lying between (i,e,, on the side of) Akhattxihy, 
‘ars, Van, Cherizoul, Bagdad, and Bussom, 


In the “Tatikh-i-Naimeh ” the reference is :— 
“No interference, moreover, to be admitted on the part of Persia with any of the 


fortresses, or villages, or coasts lying within the several acknowledged territories of 
Akheshkeh, Kars, Van, Shahrizoul, Bagdad d Bussoral,”” 





















Beyoud the ref 
Bussorab 
coasts"? 


noes above given, the treaty contains nothing further as rogards 
and it will be noticed that only the ‘Tarilth.i-Naimch” mentions. the 
in connection with the latter place. 





‘The Omissions in the Treaty, 


1. No mention of any place between Bussorah and Jestan (Jessan, about 12 mile 
to the south or south-west of Bedrai) which could serve to fix the limite of the two 
Empires between those two places, 

2. No mention of the line between Bedra 
northwards. 


8. Shuhrizor to Van (ic., to Kotur, east of Van), treaty also entirely blank, 
H, §, SHIPLEY. 











nd Mendalli, or of that from Mendalli 


Foreign Office, March 16, 1912, 





Darneh and Dastasig, 
territory lying in and between these 
‘Wartang), up to Sermail (Sermee), 
‘two last towns’ 

f According to a footnote to 
the plain of that namie but isthe Bireh and. Peaai 
respectively, and 

'§ Near the ruins of Asi, 


Mil’ and to all tho 
(No. 4) "Mendali, Derne, Dertent 
he plains situated between these 















wemorandum (p, 2), this Derah would not aj it 
isha Gyo) Denk eld no aly 
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(10457) No. 604, 
- Foreign Ofice to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Offce, Mareli 16, 1912, 
" WITH reference to my letter of the 6th instant respecting the situation in Souths 
Pera, Tamm directed by Seeretary Sir Edvard Grey to transmit to vou herewith, to be 
Inid before the Marquess of Crowe, a ony of'a despatch from His Majesty's Minister at 
‘Tehran enclosing the scheme, elaborated by Colonel Hjalmarson, for the organisation 

of a national gendarmerie in Bersia,* 
Tt will be seen that, so far as the pro 














3 


e of Fars is dealt with, the idea is to 





‘establish the head-quarters of the foree at Shiraz, and it is hoped that by the end of 
the first, ye 


posts will be stationed southwards as far as Kinartakhte, some 120 miles 
south of Shiraz, and northwards as far as Baghi Khan, 12 miles north of that town, 

During the succeeding 9 months posts would be extended to Bushire in the south 
and to Yeulikhast in the north. - i 

Sir E, Grey is of opinion that the arrangement at present in contemplation is open 
ton graye objection in that it leaves unguarded for at Teast 12 months a broad stretch 
of eountry—some 5 fact—between Bushiro and Kinartakhte, at the mouth of 
the main’ channel ish trade into the interior, while no such omission is 
contemplated on thi orn road from ‘Tehran to the coast, 

While this st remains 
Kinartakhte is sak 

























No, 605, 


[9798] 


Foreign Ofer to Board of Trade, 





Sir, Foreign Office, March 16, 1912. 
1 AM directed hy Secretar | Grey to ‘dge the ree 
lotter of the 5th instant, relati estion of the. shipment of red oxide from the 
islind of Hormuz, aud to transn ith a draft of a communication which, 
subject to the coneurrenc Frade, he would propose to address to 
Messrs, Ellinger and Co, this question, ie 
Tam to state that Sir E, Grey would be glad to recei 
rd may wish to offer on this draft, and to add thi 
Grey is disposed not to address Messrs. Franke C, St 
ly rate for the present. 














any observations which the 
, on further consideration, 
k and Co, on the subject, 

















Tam, &¢, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





N 





(11439) 100. 
Sir @, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 17.) 
(Rereeckiey Tehran, March 17, 1912, 
MY telegram No, 181 of 11th March 
Tish ec ess ac Allaua (ny ale al oar Riesiaeniehyeeraal me that 
German and Austrian chargés affaires made oficial representations to him on 
19th March, by order of their Governments, reminding the Persian Government of the 

















No. 54 
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most favoured-nation clauses in their treaties, and warning them that their Governments 
would not recognise the consequences of any arrangement concluded by Persia which 
would injure their treaty rights f 

‘The two representatives endeavoured to enter into a discussion and to show that 
the recognition of the convention as proposed might injure their rights, but, Minister 
for Foreign Affairs succeeded in evading a discussion, He reiterated his former 
assurances that freedom of commerce with Persia would be retained by all Powers, and 
drew their attention to passage to this effect in the preamble of the convention, 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





(11435) No. 607. 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Kaward Grey- 
(No. 108.) + 
(Telegraphic.) St, Petersburgh, March 17, 1912, 

PERSIAN Minister called to-day and asked whether I could do anything to 
hasten negotiations for large loan, 

1 told him that itwas useless for me to press Minister for Foroign Affairs till roply 
had been received from the Persian Government to our joint note. He assured mo that 
reply would not now be delayed, and begged mo to represent to you urgent necessity of 
arranging loan as soon as reply was received, 





(Received March 17.) 








(11436) No, 608. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 17.) 








109.) 
‘elegraphic.) St, Petersburgh, March 17, 1912, 
1 COMMUNICATED to Minister for Foreign Affairs today substance of your 





telegram No. 296 of 15th March, He was much pleased with assurance contained 
in last. paragraph, 

He told me that the Turkish Ambassador had complained of Russian mobiliantion 
at Kars, and bad said that Turkey would have to take precautionary measures on het 
side, 

His Exoullency declared that there was no truth in this report, and that all thay 
Russia was doing was to send the 4ith—not 4ist—division to tho Caucnsun ay 
reported in my telegram No, 106 of 15th March, Ho also doniod reports of military 
preparations in Kiev and Odessa districts to which I had called his attention, On the 
other hand, be had heard that the Turks were calling out redifs, and ho had, he said, 
sent for the ‘Turkish Ambassador to enquire whether it was a fact, He did not know 
whether the two Governments. were both suspecting each other without cause, but the 
situation was becoming unpleasant. 





























[11433] No, 609, 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived March 11.) 
(No. 61.) 
(Telegraphic.) Constantinople, Mareh 17, 1912. 


















prepara 
ich itis thought may mean that Russia intends to impose pouce conditions by 
and that she is about to demand evacuation by Turkish troops of contested 


territories ou the Persian frontier. 















[1536] 




















































85d 


(11631) No. 610. 


—(Reeeived March 18.) 


ee Batoum, March 2, 1912. 

" T HAVE the honour to inform you that the rumours relative to warlike 
preparation and movements of troops foward the "Turki Frontee report in my 
Uespatches ‘Nos, 1, 2, and. 4, eontinue to be widely circulated, and the possibility 
Of evelopment ct me, importance in, the very near olure ae Deng: serously 
owed bythe military authoritios of the Caweasus. . 
ve DY tr furor reported that preparations are being mado for a coor 
mobilisation of the army of the Caucasus ou the 15th (28th) instants that the 
Tounmandors of all units have received orders to push on the trainin wih 
timost speed ; that all railway and Government officers have bee tse ia 
Applications ag to the inland places to which they wish their srmoved in th 
vent of an easly outbreak of hostilities; and atan arms: corps from Russia isalzeady 
eine moved to the northern Caucasus to reliove the Third Caucasian Army Corps, 
which is nnder orders for transfer to the trans-Caucasus 

‘About fifteen cart-loads of artillery stores were sent away by rai 

anillory depots at this port yesterday’; the eases, apparently con! 
ammunition, &e,, were all marked " Saikam‘sh.' 


“Consul Stevens to Sir Edward Gre 
























from the 
ng. artillery 









Thave, &e. 
P, STEVENS. 








(11455) No. 611. 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Fiteard Grey.—(Received March 18.) 
ge : Constantinople, Mareh 12, 1912. 


as to Russian action in the Caueasus. 
nid Rars there had been a considerable increase 
tory to military activity had been taking 





" ASSIM BEY yesterday expressed so 
He said that rovonily at atoum, Tiflis 
of troops, and the usual measures. prep 
plac 












\o Turkish Ambassador at St, Petersburgh had. been instructed to enquire of 
41, Soanot the reanone for these measures, but the Minister replied with a ough that 
hie know nothing of ft but would enquire, He ently een informed that 
there was no truth in the report, but Assim Dey said th sure of his information, 
in spite of the denial of tho Iussinn Minister for Foreign Affairs 


Thave, &e, 
GERARD LOWTHER. 














(11682) No. 612. 
Mr. Barry to Mr, Mallet (Received March 18.) 






Gate, Westminster, 
March 15, 1912. 
You will see 


2, Queen 
Dear Mr, Mall 
TAM sedi 





is 





you a copy of a memorandum by M. de P, Webb. 





iis personal inspection of the ports of the South-Eastern Persian littoral, I 
i, be of interest to you. 





Yours, ke. 
‘A. J. BARRY. 


rnelosure in No. 612. 









of the Ports of the Me 


ich the Trans-P 





IN view of the fhots that — 


(1) The Indian Government desire the ‘Trans-Persian Railway to approach 
Tndia by way of the Mekran coast line, and 
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(2.) At whatever point the railway first debouches on the sea board, an 

important port will probably spring up, 
T decided that it would be advisable at once personally to inspect, all the points on the 
Mekran and South-Eastern Persian littoral at which the railway might touch, and record 
the result of my investigation. I have accordingly just visited Pasni, Gwadar, Charbar, 
dank, and Bundes Abbas by. cousting atcamer, eT have aloo dinsaased Tocl ‘athire ik 
these parte with several local authorites—alicial and unofficial 

under Abbas is an open roadstead (steamers lie from 2 to 8 miles away from the 
shore) that offers no facilities or attractions of any kind for the creation of an eflicient 
Barbour or seaport, At present, goods are shipped and lauded by, large native sal 
boats, which, for an hour or two at high water, are able to get alongside a diminuti 
and very old stone pier. In bad wenther the sea, though not aotuilly rough, i 
sufi disturbed to make shipping and landing very difficult—at times, I believe, 
impossible. (As it is, goods are frequently lost between ship and shore.) ‘The con: 
struction of great breakwaters and piers, together with a regular course of dredging, 
would enable landing and shipping work from ocean-going steamers to be carried on 
more quickly, but everything would be artiticial, The spot offers no natural advantages 
or attractions at the present day, On the contrary, the fois that (1) fret water iy 
now very difficult to obtain, and (2) the climate during the hot months is xo bad! (i vory 
moist heat w ch temperature and no sen breeze) as to drive any Kuropean and 
most of the native residents away, render Bunder Abbas an unsuitable spot at which to 
bring the Trans-Persian Railway to the seaboard, 

The only point in Bunder Abbas favour at the present, moment. 1s that it is the 
nearest sea-port to Kirman, At the sumo time, caruvans take twenty-five to thirty-five 
days to trivel between Bunder Abbas and Kirman, and goods nro exposed to all 
weathers and to very rough handling. ‘There can be no doubt that if Kitman were 
served by rail from dome other point on the seaboard, the caravan trade would quickly 
disappear, and with it the insignificant collection of dirty mud houses on the beach, ow 
called Bunder Abbas. 

A proposal has been made that the Trans-Persion Railway should debouch on the 
Persian Gulf at Bunder Abbas and thereafter follow the coast line to Kurrachee, Such 
a detour would, whilst depriving. promising island districts of the economic stimulus 
Thich the presence of railway always ereates, add very materially to tho. cost and 
Tength of the trank line to India, ‘Thess disadvantages, combined with lack of natural 
facilities and attractions at Bunder Abbas itself, raise the question: Would it not. ba 
best to abandon Bunder Abbis altogether and concentrate attention on some other 
point on the seaboard ? I'am inclined to think it would, And for reasons which wil 
‘appear a little later 

Pasni, “an 







































80 Major P.M, Sykes 
describes Pasni_ in his ‘The description is correct, 
Lord Curzon, in his “Persin and the Persian Question,” calls Pusoi an excellent 
harbour,” ‘This is more than Pasni deserves. Tt is merely an open rondatead protected 
but very slightly, if at all, by a hendland, Tt happens to be the point at which 
Alexaucder the Grent is supposed to have struck the const Tine, Tt in alo, known hero 
a little because one of the land lines of the Tudo-Kuropean ‘Telegraph Company 
ed at this point. ‘The telegraph bungalow is the only substantial building in 
Because the Government of India are anxious to encourage the growth of Pasi 
competition with Gwadur (which is recognised as belonging to the Sultan of Muscat), 
rangenents have been mde forthe slow (fortnightly) gall mal ateamor of the Beit 
India Steam Navigation Company to stop a i, “It is an extremely poor harbour, 
however, and, being so close to Kurrachee, has no likelihood of being converted into 
modern port. 

Considered from the point of view of the railway, gud railway, the sooner the ling 
strikes inland trom the Indian Ocean the better, Tf, then, the military department. of 
the Government of India will accept Pasni to Kurrachee as being a sufliciently lengthy 
and vulnerable stretch of coast railway, T would recommend that Pasni be made tho 
first sea terminus of the Trans-Persian Railway, ‘The advantages are : 

1. A shortening of the trank line as compared with an alignment touching the 
coast for the first tiine further westward, 


2, A greater prospect of greater local trafic from Kej-Mekran and the districts to 
the weatwand to Rasruad, 


3. A sea terminus in British territory instead of in the Sultan of Muscat’s or 
Persian territory. 
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4, No necessity to attempt the construction of a modern port or harbour at & 
ache, 





point 80 close to Ku 


‘Tho disadvantages of Pasni are=— 

(a) The great cost of making a harbour if such be considered absolutely essential 
for political purposes. " 

(b.) The unhealthiness—at present—of the local 

(0) Persia would have no sea port served by the rai 
constructed, 

‘Assuming the military authorities successfully establish the necessity of « longer 
length of line on the sea coast, then the selection should, in my opinion, rest upon either 
Gwadur or Charbar, ss 

“Task need not be considered. Itis a tiny village, and a tolegraph station on a 
low-lying shore from which steamers lie off some 2 miles, Submarine cables and Iand 

foFall unite at Jask, A wireless installation is also in uso for communication with 
an Marine engaged in the suppression of the arms traffic. There is 
‘and were it not for the importance of the telegraph junction, Jask 
Heard of Tsee no ruson for the railway to touch Jask under any 





ay unless @ branch line were 
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miles, ‘The anchorage is fairly well 
head shaped headland, Gwadur, which is moderately healthy, 
‘ny port on the Mekran coast. ‘That it does not lend itself to 
expense may not be an objection to it us the first nea 
Railway. It is under the Sultan of Muscat. This may 








an open roadstead—ships Tie off 
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Jay, alittle to. the north-west of Charbar village, is a bold headland 


‘ol and famous port of Tiz, [did not got 


















vig westward, behind which stood th 
‘iz, but Lam inclined to th is where harbour works, wharves, and 
us would be located. ish fleet could easily” find 





in Charbar Bay, and although the entrance les. broad, good 


1 be obtained from all winds and weathers, I be 
























Summary. 


‘The conclusions I come to are that— 








1, Uthe ‘Trans-Persian Railway could commence to climb to 
tho higher inland tructs from Pasni, and be carried thence in the direction of Bampur, 
it would be the best (a) for the railway and (J) for Kurrachee from a purely commercial 
point of view. 

4 insists upon a louger lead along the coast 





2. Te the military depart 





‘well be carried inland from Gwa 
nye « good harbour and shippi ing port | 
Chartar Bay affords the best natural advantages. Next 
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tern coast line, then Chartsur Bay 
1s. All. thought ' of 
ng its past history, 
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‘lway terminus on her own south- 
* best spot for such a port and 
ould be put aside, Indee 






my opi 
Bunder Abbas s 




























T would recommend the entire abandonment of 






nothing whatever in Bunder Abbas 
5. A possi 





Kurrachee, February 17, 1912. M. DE P. WEBB. 
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Paper communicated by Lord Errington, March 18, 1919. 
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Conseil d' Administration, 


1. (2) Sir William Garsti 

2 Colonel Sir W. Biswet KG ERE” 

$ Patr's Bank (fon, Hugo Baring), 

4 FD. Sassoon and Co. (Mr J. B, Haskeld, 

0, jor, Fotis, Campbell and Co, (Me CF Caml). 
Gauge Beak of Pea (eV. dC awn. 

8 Lord Errington. 
















Comité de Direction, 


1. (2) Lieutenant-©; 
3 ( pieulenut Colona che Hon. HD. Napier, CALG, 
3 (?) Second engineer. 
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No. 614, 








(No. 201: Sir Rdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 


(Telegraphic. 
sgrphic) Foreign 2 

anne EAE te ram No, 140 of 18th March to eae la ta Beh ie 

15th March: Cece ath sith reference to the last parugraph of your telegram No epee 
Tears tat the subject is being carefully examined heres 8% No. 196 of 
of the cheikh; esamlae clearly with reference to ench district what. th 

Proprictary, rights or ten rie; appears, cleaely uot to have any torrtonah but meee 

How, could bot be nesta ane of the Shattal-Arab, and euch rights chained 

rook ne rsa did not claim thei at time of, nor axe they 

f, however, ‘Turkey persists in alteri 

sneanle however, Turkey persis ing the status ilitar 

Presa, we ze ave to intimate that such uae ee stele 2 British 

avoid sucha stop Sarcity and could noe be permitted, "We ary, however sexes 
(Repeated fy Constant precipitate Russian action in the north, Nts © 

stantinople, No. 142, and St, Poteraburgh, No. 248) 






















10713] Re 
a 203.) Str Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay, 
Telegraph 


Foreig 


: ign Office, March 18, 1918, 
{ais propose to deposit 5,000 tone aren ‘on Henjam Island 
Inter on malas questioned cae etatn Government, and recomend that, the te 
and extent of our rights ou the island, negotiations 

+Y 






ic. 
Gove MeNr or Tndia propose to 
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upon Howeizah, or upon Fellahiah. And Tamar, El Jadeed, Khomeisah, Shakhura, 

Nahr Yussef, Darbund, El Khayin, and El Haffar are under the immediate surveillance 

of the chief of Kut-el-Sheikh, acting as the deputy of the Sheikh of Fellahiah, and are 

silent ie the payment of 300 tons of dates yearly for land rent to the Government ot 
jussorah, 


SSS eee 


{11251} No. 6: 
Foreign Ofice to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 18, 1912. 

I AM directed by Secrotary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be 
|nid before the Marquess of Crewe, copies of two telegrams from His) Majesty's Minister 
at Teheran, offering certain observations on Colonel Cox's telegram to the Government 
of India of the 10th instant, regarding the situation in Southern Persia, 

Th the former of these telegrams Sir G, Barclay expresses his concurrence in. Sir 
P. Cox's recommendations, whieh in Sir E, Grey's opinion are eminently practical, and 
suggests that the present moment is opportune for telling the Persian Government. that 
His Majesty’s Government will reduce the eseorts now at Shiraz after the arrival at that 
fown of 4 Governor-General, and if practical proof of a friendly attitude on the part of 
the tribal chiefs is shown within the next two months. 

Tam to state that on the information now before him, Sir E, Grey is disposed to 
shave the views expressed by Sir G. Barclay aud Sir P, Cox, although he realives that 
no definite decision ean be arrived at until the views of the Viceroy huve been received 
by Lord Crewe, 

Tam, 


&e, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(11835) No. 623. 
Mr, Greenway to Mr. Mallet.—(Received March 19.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Dear Mr. Mallet, March 18, 1912. 

WWITH reference to my conversation with you a short time ago, I enclose copies 
of telegrams exchanged with our agent at Tehran. 

Apparently, the first step to be taken is to secure the co-operation of the Russian 
Government, and if you think any further action can advantageonsly be taken at the 
present time by our syndicate, T shall be glad to see you and discuss the matter at 
Your conyenience, 

Lord Errington asked to seo me a few days ago with a view to securing co- 
operation between our syndicate and the ‘Trans-Persian Société d’Btude, 1 explained 
that we shall at all times be pleased to co-operate with them on the basis that the 

ilways of more pressing importance from the points of view of both British and 
interests were given prior consideration, and he seemed to recognise that this 
ential, at any rate so far as regards the proposed Mohammerah and (or Khor 
bad line. In fact, he appeared to he under the impression that the 
Concession for this line had already been obtained by onr syndicate, and expressed 
Surprise that we had not already begun construction ! 
Yours truly, 
C. GREENWAY. 
———— ee 


Enclosure 1 in No. 623. 


Ar. Brown (Vehran) to Persian Railways Syndicate. 


(Translation,) 

REFERRING to your telegram of the 6th, British Minister, Tehran, informed 
me he had received on the 6th March message from the Regent, requesting that 
Persian Government should not be asked for any concession for a considerable time, 
Apparently, message outcome terms and conditions 200,000 advance ; British Minister, 


* Nos, 568 and 592, 
(1536) 4Z 
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‘Tebvon, thinks it, advisable to delay about two months. I had interview with the 
Rogent tho th March; he repeated soxeral times that he had very great hope for the 
futures hie looked forward to the opening up of the country by railways, most important 
Te being Khormusa-Mobammerah north; that it was essential this line to be of value 
should be oxtended to Hamadan by agreement between England-Russia. He looked 
forward to great benefit from the Trans-Persian Railway ; he said Russia in a few 
‘ears would have to construct Tehran-Khanikin lino, and beforehand they will have to 
xonstruct other railways in the north; he considered present time favourable for 
opening negotiations, but he said thero are two difficulties in the way first, the Cabinet 
tay not be willing to, grant concession 0 soon after the Medjliss dissolved, he will 
may fain attitude Cabinet if I approach Foreign Minister; second, there will be great 
ities in the way to railway concession until Great Britain and Russia come to 
‘as to what railways are to be constructed in Pe 
hot understand why such agreement had not 
Russia, he said, ide @ declaration that any con: 
consent will be regurded as unfriendly act. 
presont, and propose to take leave of absence home. 
your interests, 
—————————— 


Enclosure 2 in No. 623. 


Persian Railways Syndicate to Mr. Brown (Teleran). 
(Translation.) : 

AVI are of opinion treasuror-general may now be disposed to sanction railway 
concession in order to disprove accusation anti-British tendency. We have spoken 
to Foreign Ofice: they are asking British Minister, ‘Tehran, his opinion; see him, 
telegraph your views and his, 





(11805) No. 624. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received March 19.) 


. India Ofiee, Mareh 18, 191 

TAM directed by tho Secretary of State for Indis to acknowledge the receipt 
of your lettor dated the 12th instant, and, m reply, to say. that he concurs wit he 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affaira as to the inadvisability of au immediate 
application to the Persi ment for a concession to construct @ railway ftom 

fobamnmerah to Khon 1. 

‘Phe Marquess ‘also concurs generally in the proposal made in paragraph 3 
of your letter, but itis for consideration whether it would not be better to obtain from 
the Russian iment _an undertaking not to oppose the concession, since it seems 
Aonbiful whether Iussian support will eventually serve to commend the application 
to the Persian Government. 

Tn connection with this scheme, Iam to call attention to the last paragraph of 
Mr. Mallet's seorot letter of the 25th November last, and to express the hope that the 
importance of Khor Musa will be borne in mind. 

Lam, &. 
R. RITCHIE. 





(11726) No. 626, 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey—(Received Mareh 19.) 


Constantinople, Mareh 18, 19) 
th March. 

fairs told me to-d although the Russian Government, 
that there was any nent of troops in the Caucasus, 
‘and put forward complaints of presence of two Turkish 
urkish Government had now after some correspondence 
int orders for them to be immediately arrested and sent back into Turkey. That 
Orders liad been also sent to Governors of Mosul and Van to undertake no census 
‘operations nor to allow elections in contested districts ‘That orders had been given that 
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no troops whatever should be moved east bey i ni 
erence ts ved east beyond their present postion, and that guard 

is Excelleney said that he hoped that these measures would satisfy Russi 
‘Turkey had no intention of encroaching, but would abide by decision of. Saeua 
Hague Tribunal, and that mobilisation in the Caucasus would now cease, Russian 
Ambassador had’ said that his Government: would no doubt consider these measures as 
satisfactory, and that incident might be considered as closed, 





(11867) No. 626. 
(We 201) : Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 19.) 
(Telegraphic.) Decode. Tehran, March 19, 1912. 


MR. MOIR, British vice-consul and Ziegler's 
robbedl hy Bakhtiaris on the way to his post eRe ae teas aa ec 





{11900) No. 627. 
Sir G, Lowther to Sir Hawoard Grey.—(Received March 19.) 
(Telegraphic.) 


yee. No. 140 of yesterday, Constantinople, March 19, 1912, 
Letter from consul at Bussorab, dated 9th March, was as follows 
“TI am informed that three new military po to be create 

and seventy. tet each on Tureo-Poran trol fist, eppoite Walon, BhakA el 


Mohummerah's residenee, on Turkish side ; second . 
Howoiza; third, behind Avnara, on Porsiaa ae ore eee ans 


(No. 64.) 





(11902) No, 628. 


(o.65) 876: Marto Bir Bard Gry.—Meevved Starch 10, 
(Telegraphic) Constantin 
Your telageum No, 146 of 16th March Mest ae 
onsuls named and consul at Erzeroum have permanent i 
Genes elcome ea rou have permanent insevetions to that ele 
No redif troops have been embodied and no military measures taken beyond those 


eported fe joint re e mili 
reported fom eS in the joint report of the military attachés (see my despatch No. 148 





(11907) 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received March 19.) 


66.) 
elegraphic) | R. 
YOUR telegram No, 140 of 18th March, 


Minister for Forvign Affairs and Minister of War hav. 

posts but later shih fiat thee establishment Hea pee in peau 

neasure along the whole frontier of breaking up larger posts into small hi 

ny Ot Wil bs mediately weak to Unt dist no to stabi sage el 
ich have not hitherto existed. ree ae 


Consul at Bussorah informed. 


Constantinople, March 19, 1912, 
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[12018] No. 630. 
Messrs, Dizon and Co, to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received March 20.) 


Whitworth House, Princess Street, 
" 5S Manchester, March 19, 1912. 
WE beg to draw your attention to the state of affairs on the caravan route between 
Shiraz and Ispahan. 

We are just in receipt of advices from our Ispahan house to the effect that the 
forwarding of goods on that route is a matter of extreme difficulty, and that rates of 
mule hire are from 400 to 500 per cent. above the normal rate, 

They inform us that a caravan which left Ispahan to go to Shiraz turned back 
again on ree rhiOe Abadeh on the 9th February and returned to Ispaban. ‘The reason 

jiven by the muleteers for not carrying out their contracts and conveying the goods to 
Shiraz was that the local khans’ and governors’ exactions, under the plea of providing 
road guards, were so exorbitant that it was impossible for them to continue the journey. 

On the 21st February it was reported that muleteers, who were due in Ispahan 
doring the course of the next few days, had been compelled to pay no less than 8,000 
khrans under the plea of providing road guards. 

We understand that in Shiraz and Ispahan there is a considerable body of British 
Indian troops, and we trust it will be possible for the presence of these troops to be 
made use ae order to put pressure on the local governors and khuns to discontinue 
these extortionate exactions from the muleteers, 


Sir, 


We have, &c. 
H. C. DIXON anv Co, 


(12083] No. 631. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received March 20.) 
(No. 1.) 


(Delegraphic,) Bushire, March 20, 1912. 
YOUR telegram No. 1 of 15th March, 


s 
Copy of Rawlinson's memorandum of 1844, as supplied to me under India Office 
endorsement of January 1907, does not contain passages quoted in your telegram, I 
should be obliged for complete copy of momorandum in que 
From the Bussorah council reports, quoted at p. 3 of Wilson's précis regarding 
Aribistan, 1911 ve 215 and onwards, Saldanlias Bombay Government Selections, 
that 


1908), it appe: from 1747 (death of Nadir Shuh) onwards the Kaab paid no 
revenue to the Turks, and by 1769 had become subjects of Persia as a result of 
pressure applied by Karim Khan of Zend. 
Rawlinson’s statement cannot therefore be accepted without reserve. 
of the districts referred to see map accompanying enclosures to my 
of Ath July to Government of India, copy of which is being sent by 
jext mail, 
‘The place ” is not now identifiable locally nor on any map; word means 
dates" in Arabic, and it probably refers to some date-garden near Diaji, where the 
boundary locally observed 1837 turns northwards. 
4 Bow is the name of an irrigation creck taking off from 
the Shatt-cl-Arab 2 [?) miles west of Mohammerah and just east of Failiyel 
Norentals have been paid to the Government of Bussorah for lands on Persian side 
of the locully observed bonndary for the last seventy years or so, nor, so far as is known, 
since Nadir Shah’ a 
Lands in question are not regarded as “ Kaab territory,” as the sheikhs of the Kaab 
were finally superseded by Haji Jabir, of the Muhaisan tribe, in 1862, whose son, 
hazil, now rules over both Kaab and Muhuisan tribes. 


eee eee 























[10199] No. 0319 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 

* Foreign Opi 0, 1912, 

SH ern an hk July last tegarding the cost of 










ats in Persia, in ¢ th the 
n Political Department, Fam directed by Secretary 
before the Lords Commissioners of 
recowmending the 
al at Bushire, 
would propose, 
Crew that he 
overnment of India 











maintaining His \ 








uubject to. their Lordship’s co) ; 
Hgceen ic Tite Losladi's proj to approve thea 
in this matter 








» &e. 
eS. LOUIS MALLET. 








(1936) ne 
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{11867} No. 632, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(Slegraptic) F March 20, 1912, 
(Teles ic.) Foreign Office, March 20, 1912, 
SE Gin ee are TS Boar a esate) Gare 


Can any pressure be brought to bear on Samsam-es-Sultanch to rested the 
Bakhtiaris ? 











(10716) No. 633. 





Foreign Ofice to India Office, 





M directed by Secret 
letter of the 11th instant, 


4 Am to transmit to you herewith a further draft of a letter,® amended inthe light 
Has he Marquess of Crowe's observations, which Sir E, Grey would propose, aubject to 
his Lordship's concurrence, to address to tho syndicate, 





Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET, 


ee eee 


(10965) No. 634, 





Foreign Office to India Ofice:+ 


. tg torsburgh,t 
discussing the question of whether the Société d’Btude, which has been formed to carry 


LOUIS MALLET, 





* Not printed, f Also to Board of Trae, mulatis mutandis, $ Now S61 and 380, 
[1586] 5A 
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{12100} No. 635. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey —(Received March 21.) 


St. Petersburgh, Mareh 17, 1912. 

IN a conversation which T had with the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 
18th instant, T communicated to his Excellency the substance of your telegram 
No, 222 of the preceding day, and expressed the hope that he would instruct the 
Russian representative at Constantinople to withold the communication to the Persian 
Government of any documents relating to Mohammerah until he received the 
atatement which you were having drawn up on the subject of the Turco-Persian 
frontier. 

His Execllency, while agreeing to do so, said that according to the information 
which he had received from Constantinople, the Turco-Persinn commission was to 

mmence its sittings inn few days, and’ that he had consequently instructed 
M. Minorsky to start at the beginning of next week, Unless, therefore, you had 
reovived information to the contrary, he would beg me to impress on you the importance 
of allowing Mx, Shipley to start at ‘once, as otherwise he might arrive too. late, ‘The 
comnission was almost certain to break up after a few sittings, as the pretensions of 
the Turks were so preposterous that there was no possibility of an agreement being 
arrived at, 

M, Sazonof’ then said that he wished to speak tome very seriously on the whole 
situation, ‘Tho Turks, ho had reason to know, had fora long time past been collectin, 
‘muss of documents in support of their ease, among which his Exeelleney mention 
certain deeds of site, ‘The Persians, on the other hand, could produce no evidence 
whatsoover to show that they had any legal right to the territory which they elaimed. 
Tt was, however, precisely oni legal grounds that the question would be decided by The 
Haguo Tribunal, and thero consequently eould be no doubt but that the decision would 
bo given in favour of tho "Turks 

L reminded elleney that only a few weeks ago he had taken a diametrically 
opposite viow of the case, and had even suggested that we should have to bring 
pressure to bear at Constantinople to foree the Ottoman Government to refer the question 
to arbitration, 

His Excellency replied that the information which had reached him in the mean 
while had caused’ him to. chang jew had then expressed, What, 
iowever, he wished to expla ow ard to the grave situation which 
would be created were the 1 ns to be confirmed by a court of arbitration, 
Turkey's eneroachnents on Persian territory hud commenced in 1905, and when Russia 
and Englind bad signed the agreement of 1907 they had done so in the firm belief that 
the whole of AV n belonged to Persia. Russia had from the outset protested 
against, those encroachments, which she hid always qualified ox acts of aguression : 
Dut if The Hague 1 «diudge to Turkey all the territory now oceupied 
by hor, which a Minorsky-Sbipley map went fur beyoid the disputed 
zone, Russia would bo obliged in self-defence to occupy permanently certain strategic 
points such a Khoi and Kotur. 

Our conversation was here interrupted; but on my resuming it two days later 
Tasked his Excelloney to explain to me the reasons which caused him to take so 
pessimistic a view of the question. 

His Excellency: ro 
by M, Mandelstan; dragon 
show that the Turks would b 
that their authorities had 


territory in question 

d nothing to fear. But the 

ld be enti Furkey to enter into possession of it, as she 

could not leave the frontier exposed to the danger of an attack by Turkish troops under 
German officers, 
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mmission. by 
ease. I then 
8 reported in my 
the whole frontier 
M. Nératof’s views, 


M. Sazonof said that he must confess that he personally knew nothi 
f hi ing al 

Listory of the dispute, and that, therefore, he could ouly goby what eh tohimibe 
those who had made a study of the question, ‘The Perstans. his Heil 
were as helpless as children; and we must; therefore, 
that they must consult us in all matters connected wi 
that they must desi 

On 
N 
assurance that 
arise, were the 


Turkhan Pasha had 
ps at Kars, and had 
side, 
ny more than in 
, Odessa, dnd other places, 
forcing the Russian troopa 
0 ertain We present situation he had 
isters.on this being done at once. ‘Tho 48th Division 
atched from Kazan to the Caucasus, so that shoud 
est ai M1 bo sent to any: points whero their presence. might 
be ree however, no intention of forestlling the decision of he Hague 
ribunal, S nevertheless, somewhat disquieting, as wccording to 
Geeks wich had renched him the Turks were about to eal out the ruil, hoses 
Taras Tivcancte thus apparently imputing to each other aggressive. desyns hich 
so fur as Russia at any rate wus concerned, wore entirely unwarrented 
Thave, & 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 


— ee eee 


(12105) No, 636. 


complained to him of a 
said that Turkey wor 
There was not, his F3 
those which 


(0,05) SG: Muchanan to Sir Bdwart Grey.—(Reeowwd March 21.) 
Sir, , St. Bet 
I HAVE the honour to report that the “No 

Publishes a leading article under the title of ‘Th 
's founded on a telegram stating that the Ohriet 
Rnssian Emperor, the Duma, and. the 

fates of America against. the withd 
inconsistency of the ‘Turki 
while the: 
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Point of vital interest to Russia, England, on the other hand, watches with jealous 
eyes every move on the part of Russia which might give the latter country any 
Predominance in the land of the Shah, but at the same time turns a blind eye on 
‘Purkey’s seizure of Persian territory. ''The notorious Anglo-Persian Committee in 
London watches feverishly over Persian independence, and worries the British 
Government with everlasting questions on every step that Russia takes, but as yet has 
not said a single word about ‘Turkey and Urmia. Neither M. Sazonof nor Sir E, Grey 
has noted the fact that Turkey has seized a huge tract of Persian territory, and yet 
the Anglo-Russian understanding is based on the principle of the integrity of Perea. 
ave, &e. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 





(12154) No, 637. 
nofik: Pasha to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reeeived March 21.) 


VAMBASSADEUR de Turqnie présente ses compliments A Sir E, Grey, et en 
réponse i 8 dit 18 mars, 1912, il a Vhonneur do Vinformer quiil résulte des 
renseigne de la Sublime Porte que par suite de la réorganisation qui 
seffectie actuellement en vue do la formation et répartition de détachements sur le 
Tong dle toutes los frontidres do 1'Empire, les autorités militaires de Bagdad ont 
probabloment procédé i Vexécution des mesures selon les appréciations et besoin 
locaux, 

‘Povlik Pacha 
pour los AD i 


Ambassade Impériale oltomane, Londres, 
Te 20 mars, 1912. 





{12192} No. 638. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Reecived March 21.) 


Sir, India Ofice, March 20, 1912, 

TAM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
voutr letter dated tho 16th instant, regarding the scheme prepared by Colonel Hjalmarson 
for tho organisation of « national gendarmerie in Persia. 

‘Tho Marquess of Crowe agrees with the Secrotary of State for Foreign Affairs that 
it would be preferable that provision should be made first for the protection of the 
whole rond between Shiraz and Bushire. But Kunar Takhteh is apparently. the last 
stage in the hilly country, in. which caravans are most likely to be attacked, and shortly 
autor it the road crosses the Kotal-iMalu and drops to the plain; and it is probably 
Colonel Hjalmarson's view that with a post at Kunar Takhteh the road as far as Dalaki, 
‘at the foot of tho hills, would be sufficiently protected, and that the plain might be left 
to such a force as the Governor of Bushiro may possess, Lord Crewe would deprecato 
‘any avoidable interference with the Swedish ollicer’s discretion, and he would sugaest 
that His Majesty's Government might acquiesee in the proposal on the understandin, 
(1) that the post at Kunar Takhteh patrols as far as Dalaki; (2) that the Governor of 
Bushiro is made personally responsible for the safety of the rest of the road to Bushire. 
It will be remembered that in this last section is the village of Borasjun, a dangerous 
place in of which is a notorious evildoer. 

Grey may like to consult the political resident, Persian Gulf, before 
arriving ata decision, 

Lord Crewe observes that no provision is apparently made for the protection of the 
Bunder Abbas-Kerman road, which, already disturbed, is likely to become more so. as 
aiding coases to be profitable between Bushire aud’ Shiraz. Representations have 
repeatedly been inade by His Majesty's consul, Kerman, and by the firms whose 
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property has suffered, and his Lordship would suggest that the Persian Government 
hot be pressed to take measures forthe restoravon of ales on thi road as wel, 

am, &, 
R, RITCHIE, 





122164) No. 639, 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Ofice—(Reeeived March 21.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
March 20, 1912, 
WITH reference to my recent letters to you about the disturbed condition of the 
country in the neighbourhood of Kasr-i-Shitin, and the sarious position in which our 
representative, Mr. E. B, Soane, is now placed, I beg to enclose an extract from a letter 
from Mr. Soane which has come to hand to-day. 


Sir, 


Tam, &e. 
©. GREENWAY, 
Managing Director, 





Enclosure in No. 639, 


Mr. Soane to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


(Extract.) Chiah Sourkh, Pebruary 22, 1919, 
Local News.—It is apparently true that Salar-ed-Dowleh has heen expelled from 

Kermanshah, and is with Daud Khan Kalhur somewhere west of that place. Since his 

expulsion tho road to Persia has become finally and totally stopped. ‘The Bakhtiar! 

tribe are looting villages and destroying property from SariPul to the frontier, 

unless the parliamentary forces put in an appearance down here very. shortl 

will become worse, the only restraining force being Ali Akbar Khan Sonjabi 


Mugtadir (proprietor of our land at Kasr), who is openly for the Government, 

In our immediate vicinity things ‘are not too peaceable, and almost nightly 
attompts are made to draw off our guards, while robbery may occur at the workshop 
and stores. So persistent and menacing have these annoyances become that L hay 
increased tho guard by two men, as the few we had did not suffice to patrol adequately, 
and as the shop and stores are in a very exposed position I am erecting ® watch-tower 
which commands the whole camp, and with the guard station we shall have 
some prospect of being able to protect our proper h we haye not at present ; 
also, in any case, the guards being lodged in a rnin, T should kayo had, sooner or lator, 
to build them a place. You ean judge the position by the fact that a’ cart sent. daily 
to a spot two miles distant for gypsum has to carry three guards, as an attack was 
made upon it with the hope of carrying off the mules before I put on the guard. T 
trust, however, that now the Medjliss has asserted itself at Kermanshah, its indluenco 
may extend here very shortly, 





(22187) No. 640. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edveard Grey (Received March 21.) 


raphic.) En cl ‘Tehran, March 21, 1912, 
FOLLOWING is Persian Government's reply, dated 20th March, to our joint 


ir de recevoir la note que votre Excellence a bien voulu m'adresser: 
en date du 29 safar (18 fvrier) dernier, d'accord avec son Excellence le Ministre de 
Russie, au sujet de certaines propositions tendant A établir sur une base solide de 
confiante amitié les relations existantes entre les Gouvernements persan, anglais et 
Tusse, ainsi qu’a faciliter au Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Impériale le Schah le soin de 
rétablir et de maintenir lordre et la tranquillité dans le pays, Gouvernement Impérial 
trés touché des bonnes intentions des deux Puissances yoisines et animé du désir de 

[1536] 5B 
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donner & Yensemble desdites propositions In suite la plus favorable, a Yhonneur de porter 
A votre connaissance ce qui suit — 


Sur la question du erédit de 200,000. que les Banques Impériale et 

ouvriront au profit du Gouvernement persan, & titre davance sur Ie premier 
emprunt que la Perse va conclure, mon Gouvernement consent 2 ce que cette somme 
soit remboursée par le premier produit dudit emprunt. En attendant, les intéréte 
soront ealeulés & raison de 7 pour cent par an ; et les exeddents des recettes douanidres 
du nord et du sud seront affectés intégralement et respectivement pour le service de 
Vamortissement et des intéréts de la présente avance. 

2, Pour assurer VYemploi intégral de cette somme aux dépenses dé fixées par le 
Gouvernement, et connues des deux légations, le gérant de la Trésorerie générale sera 
chargé par le Gouvernement Impérial de contrdler les dépenses imputées sur ce erédit. 
Tl est entendu qu'une partie considérable de Mavance sera affectée & Vorganisation de la 
gendarmerie gouvernementale aveo Vaide des officiers suédois, 


B, Ba ce gut conserne lx quatro points do Ia partis infin de ls not collective 
Je Gouvernement persan, convaine que le respect de Vintégrité et de Vindépendance de 
Ja Perse ainsi que son développement. pacifique forment Vobjet de la sollicitude sinedre 
des deux Gouvernements amis, accuellle avec plaisir ces bonnes dispositions en y 
répondant: dans 


1, En vue de témoigner son vif désir d’établir sur une base solide d’amitié et de 
confiance les relutions entre la Perse, la Grande-Bretagno et la Russie, le Gouvernement 
persin se montrera soucieux de conformer sx politique aux principes de la convention de 
1907, ot il prend acto des assurances contenues dans le préambule de ladite convention, 

2 Conforménent & ce qui a été arrété dans le programme de mon Gouvernement, 
apres le départ détinitit de Mohamed Ali Mirza et de Salar-ed-Dowleh du tervitoire 
perain, les mujahids seront ligcuciés et les autres forces irrégulidres seront 

odes dans Je cadre des forces régulidres au fur et & mesure du développement 
do Vorganisation ire, 

8. Bn ‘ curité dans le pays, Yorganisation 
Aine t libre et ef points fondamentanx da. progra 
rninistsri Parmée & organiser sera proportionnée aux besoins 
du pi 

! tion quiil 
ion de cette 

ax Hégations du pro 
puisse avoir lieu sur les points 


En co qui concerne le départ de Mohamed Ali Mirza et Yoctroi d'une pension 
on st fiyeur, par dé pour les propositions des ¢ wents de la Grande- 
Brotayne et de Russie, un accord qui fora Fobjet dune not t dg intervenu & 
68 aig 

Nous eile tau obutucla'h tpataeent 2 pays ot au rétabliswement do Yordre 
ot pour assur cit des mesures prises par T'Etat pour le maintien de Tn séeurité 
publique, le Gouvernement persan a le expoir que les deux Puissances voisines ne 
manqueront pas de lui proter tout ncours, de fayon A éearter tout danger dune 
nouvelle tentative de rentide en Perse par ah. Désirant donner suite A la 
proposition formu 1s de la Grande-Bretagne et de. Russie, le 
Gouvernement Impar anmistie générale aux partisans de Mohamed 
Ali Mirza, Cette mesure we cone bien entendu que les faits et agissements 
‘itérieurs wt ne pourra dtre dtendue aux faits posteriours & la date de Faunnistie, 


G, Aynnt douné dans ce qui précide les prouves de ses in 

ard des denx Paissances et de son disir sincdre de rétablir Vordre et In séeusité dans 
Je Gouvernement persan tient & obtenir le concours effieace des deux pays 
uur les dots. points suivants : 


1, Pour la conclusion ungente de ndeessaire A la réalisation des 
ofornies, et dont les conditions sé rapport exclusivement aux taux diintérét, & 
Vamortissement et li yarwnt 

Pour que Téyacuation du_tertitoire de Ja Perse par les troupes étrangtres 
sagcomplisse dins le plus bref délai possible conforménient aus soubaits du Gouverne- 
mvent persian 
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12096) No. 641, 


ees) Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received March 21.) 


(Telegraphic.) Tehran, March 21, 1912, 
MY immediately preceding tel f 21st Mi flegram No, 186 
12th Marah; Persia realy Wyenieasia se oy tae NG 86 of 
ly despatch No. 02, by bog yesterday, will show that the point raised i 
telegram No. 181 of 11th March has not been lost sight of, ce emae acs 
Minister for Foreign Aflairs can have left hitn under no illusion. 





(22201) No. 642. 
Consul-General Smith to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received Mareh 21.) 


(No. 2) 
(Telegraphic) 
ICE-CONSUL at Rostov telegraphs military trai 
Persian-Turkish frontier. Bae ae ee 
Rostov house-owners warmed for billeting 1,500 men, 
(Repeated to St Petersburgh, Constantinople, and Batoum,) 


Odessa, Mareh 21, 1912, 
passing daily bound for the 





(12083) No. 643, 


Aan Sir Edward Grey to Lioutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox, 


(elegraphic.) Foreign Osi 2 
Your telegram No. 1 of 20th Murch > Mohammerah ee aA 
avliuson’s memorandum on Mohammerah is a different document from th 
memorandum you have itis boing and copy, with other important dacumente 
‘ing preparul here, will be sent to you, Rawlinson states categorically that Bl Judia, 
Shakur, Nahr Yussef, Darband, El Khaiyin, EB) Haffar were all audject. to. annual 
Rayment of rent to Government of Bussorah; all places are shown on; Wilson's maj 
And some between 1850 line and frontier as locally obuerved, He also anya thet eo, 
of these lands were held under patents passed under the Sultan's seal, Re the tone 
may produce such documents if, under the protocol of last December, they. porsst 
in bringing the question before The Hague ‘Tribunal—a contingaiey which we shall ty 
fo ieerant—i0 mots inflienes a onan ce their favour, Chaab tribe did not, accordin; 
1o Rawl pay tribute to Turkey after 1740, hey did pay rent for la a 
Dank of ShatealArab anoterruptedly up to Bid, © oY Ue Ay FOE for hl ont 





(12259) No, 644. 


Messrs, Scligman Brothers to Foreign Ofice— (Received Mayeh 22) 


ay Mareh 21, 1912, 
IN rep m you that 
Mr, Charles of seeing you on tho. th’ March in wt 


present have uot yet receive i i 
ent aL a En i ed any answer from the Russian 


In the meantime we learn that the Société d’litudes, formed to 
prospects of the trans-Per way, las 
the proposed Persian loan, making it ‘an inte 
England, Russia, and Fran 
Should this proposal be approved by the British Government. w 
theet its views, and are prepared to ficilitate the operation, if, the, 
fuctory, on the understanding that the portion of the l ich is reserved for th 
Ket shall be assigned tous, in_ view of the various ws that, have 
in St. Petersburgh as well as in London, and the onthis of hard 
work that we have already devoted to the business, 
We have, &¢. 
SELIGMAN BROTHERS, 


vestigate the 
wssed a desire to undertake the issue 
national operation to. by carried out 
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(12938) No, 045. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeetved March 22.) 
(ieiggn ie ) Tehran, March 22, 1912. 
telegram No, 209 of 20th March. i 

SNAG aiGE Conti Sule sopreasera na 1 tha Persian Government and to 
Bakhitiaris, and Ido not doubt: that Samsam-es-Sultanch will do his best to restrain 
his men, ‘I fear, however, that the Bakhtiaris’ predatory tastes have so thrived on 
disorders of the past few years that they are not easy to control. , 
eee ae particulars of the goods stolen from the vice-consul, and 
shall present claim, 





[12270] No. 616. 


Sir G. Barsluy to Sir Udoard Grey —(Received March 22.) 
Si etear hi) ‘Tehran, March 22, 1912. 
YOUR telegram No, 208 of 18th March : Coal depot, Hex Fan 
After consultation with Cox; Teo ate fio ta tin oe ae i 
jon Coal should be, of enue, deposited ax unostentationsly as possible. 
EP aLbtaNthi Calusa men eran Coe proposes, and T concur, to reply that 
W step was taken as a matter of € ' tion with arms trafic blo 
Senator Lingah, reason being that larger ships such as the “ Hood” cannot 
coal at Basidu, ne 
© could consider question as to a rent or other compensation if the Persian 
Ghrarshaneien taetane Aluaicle C wal say nothing about the step we are 
ng, but, at Cox's suggestion, L propose to prepare the grotind for the contingeney of 
a complaint by romonstrating with the Persian ent regarding wholesale arms 
smuggling ani the great trouble and x 





(12290) Monit 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received March 22.) 
SRecmee hie) Tehran, March 22, 1912. 
YOUR telegram No, 201 of 18th March. 
Following from cous at Bushire, 21st Mare :— 


( ¥ extensive properties on the 

“Sheikh ouly claims proprietary rights, but owns vory extensive properties on 1 
Turkish Sacen in riba) oli of sbont 78,000 Kaab and. Muha Arabs resident on 
the right bank (see page 57 and onwards of Wilson's Arabistan précis, a copy of which 
is in possession of the Foreisgn O'fice),” 





(12421) No (48, 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 22.) 

(No. 207,) 

(Totygraphioy Te 
YOUR telegram No. 16 y . 
Porsinn Government have conse newal of Persian Transport Company's 

Waal CAL OTA cael itren year aad further period of three years in the 

event of the state of the country maki ‘truction of work impossible during the 

seven years, 


Tehyan, March 22, 1912. 
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(42187) No. 649. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 
(No. 267.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, March 22, 1912. 
PERSIAN: reply to joint note. “5 
Iregard the terms as satisfactory, and would propose, subject to concurrence at 
Russian Government, to authorise Sir G. Barclay to advance, our share of 100,000), of 
‘once (see my telegram No, 128 of 16th February), 
Text of Persian reply goes to you by post to-night, 
(Repeated to Tehran, No. 210.) 





(12156) No, 650, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 


(No. 97. Very Confidential.) 
Sir, Poreign Ogice, Mareh 22, 1912, 
i MHE Russian Ambassador called at this Office on tho 15th instant, and informed 
Sir Arthur Nicolson that he had been instructed to communicate to me’ the following 
Statement made by M. Sazonof to the Turkish Ambassador at St, Petersburgh :— 
That the question of the Tarco-Persian frontier was of 


in consequence of imity to the C 
Ru i ij 


reat importance to Russ 
aus of the disputed localities ; that, the 
n ary based on the fact that Persia has been fof 
in occupation of that province. If Turkey, by any means, wero to oxtend her 
Thea gigas to localities having a real importance to tho Russian-Gaucasian: frontion 
then, in that case, the wholo policy of Russia in tegard to Azerbaijan wonld have te eo 
reconsidered according to the exigencies of the ease, and might hare to bo radically 
changed, < 
Tam, &e. 

E, GREY. 





[12429) No. 651. 


Sir B. Goschen to Sir Edward Grey (Received March 28.) 
(No, 187.) 
Sir, Berlin, Mareh 20, 1912, 

I HAVE the honour to you that the “Kolnische Zeitung” yesterday 
devoted a short article, bearing a distinctly official stamp, to disetnsing the roome 
negotiations between Great Britain and Russia on. the one aide and Persia gn the othur 


After recapitulating the Anglo-Russian conditions agreed upon by Persia, the article 
proceeds to comment upon them as follows :— 


'Y power goos into the hands 
ide is not ouly to be ‘mai |, but to be 
The gendarmerie remains under tho ‘con 
h officers, The Ei agli 
ime land 


atio of interest is, 
with an 


whole would be the recognition of the 

p Persia renounced her own independence s for 
Great Britain and of Russia mutually engage 
idence of Persia’ his long’ ago been ruthlessly 


sume time a grave danger to German economic 

rument have hitherto reserved to themselves the 

concessions for railways, banks, telegraphs, toads, transport or 
5C 





ant . 


i enti ion on the part of Germany 
i Undertakings, &, any application for a concession on the part of 
will now depend on the consent either of England or of Russia, according. a to, the 
district in which the concession is required that is to say, it, will bo reloned. ‘This 
render illusory the German-Persian commercial treaty, hich contains the mont: 
favoured-nation clause in its most important paragraphs. Moreover, ts denunciation is 
ot out of the question ; it can be made af any time, into force on th 
AGI One abi aren rents Potsdam agreement ‘with Russia 
6 equal treatment to German goods, anc it ought. to be possible to attain a sitn 
tema with Bogland; bat between par treaties and asl practice there i 
grentdiffeence; and that is why itis urgently necessary for Germany to ensure for 
Frerself under all circumstances, the open door in Persia so as not sudenly to be shu 
ont by feparateagresiment between England and Rusia” 
E 





(12502) No. 652, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edieard Grey.— (Received March 23.) 
(Hoge) Teliran, March 23, 1912. 
“telegram No, 189 of 14th Mareb. 4 ‘ 
Traian ah tip et uiary satura’ ot the Porson Goveraments reply to our jit 
propos, think that ths proposed communication would be inopportune. 
DR Ela BUcuiae sen be Ai got wall of tie: Gietle, Glopraei Gis Petar 
reprowntatives, took the Minister for Foreign Affairs to task, and it was in response to 
this that the Minister for Boreign Affairs gave us such an elaborate explanation, 
Russia tor had thus anticipated his instructions, and is not disposed to raise 
tho question again unless his Government reminds him, 





(12530) a 


Sir @. Lowther to Sir Ewan Grey—(Reevived March 24.) 
Rie Constantinople, March 24, 1912. 
FOLLOWING from consular officer at: Van yesterday, No. : 

fiom Ottoman Government stating 

hat, Russia of Ottoman troops on the 
Peraint fronbert hav i fed by them last summne 

and of census of po 
tho elections, and that the Ru are 
ing ailairs to the 





{12534} No. 654. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived March 24.) 

Osean ie) I St Peterahrah, March 24, 1912. 
YOUR telegram No, 267 of 22nd March tol : ‘ee 
Noten foreign Affairs concurs, and will 1 Minister 

decortin 
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(12535) No. 655. 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 24.) 
(No. 115.) 
{Telegraphic.) St, Petersburgh, Mareh 24, 1912. 
MY telegram No. 106 of 15th March: Tureo-Persian frontier, 
Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs has sent one of his private secretaties to 
St. Petersburgh with the most eategorical assurances of Turkey's friendly disposition to 
Russia, 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affirs expressed his satisfaction at receiving theso 
assurances, which he trusted would be confirmed by deeds, and declared that Russia, 
harboured no aggressive designs whatever against Turkey. 





(12658) No, 656. 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived March 25.) 


Stockholm, March 19, 1912. 
WITH reference to your telegram No. 9 of the 6th instant, I-have the honour’ to 
Tam itttt f jgalled on the Swedish Minister for Roreign Affairs with the chargé 
affaires of Russia, and informed his Excellency that the two Goveruments, had oo 
objection to the employment of two more officers and a veterinary surgeon in the Persian 
gendarmerie, 
infor aunt Bhronsviird thanked us, and stated that he had not as yet reoeived an 
information on the subject of the application made by the Swedish eolonel, which would 
no doubt reach the Minister of War in due time, 
Thave, &o, 
CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





(12677) No. 657. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived March 25.) 
(No. 210.) 


(Telographie 
RITISH consul-general at Meshed reports that situati 
and that there is constant fighting. 
Russian consul-general hias announced his intent 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 


Tehran, March 25, 1912, 
ion has become much worse, 


on of proclaiming, martial law, 





(12814) 


Gott G. Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received March 25.) 


(Telegraphic. R. 
MY telegram No. 209 of 26th March, 
My Russian colleague and I informed the Minister for Forvigu Affairs yoatorday ot 
Salar-ed-Dowleh’s reply to the communication of the two consuls, 
His Excellency said that Salar's pretensions were clearly indmiasiblo, | ‘They 


Violated the integrity of Persia, and were thus contrary to the interests not only of 
Persia, but also of the two Powers, 


Minister for Foreign Affairs assured us that the Gove 
expedition against Salar, and he begged ua to repent our representations in a 
Stronger form and to instruct the consuls to make these representations widely known, 
ane Propose, subject, to the approval of the two Governments, to coimply with 
Minister for Foreign Affairs’ request and to instruct the consuls to urge Suite wowt 
The aBly to leave Persia, pointing out to him that his present attitude is contrary to 
the interests of the two Powers, that the Persian Government are assured of oo Rll 


Tehran, March 25, 1912, 


erament were preparing. an 
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ist him, and that if he 


sympathy and of our support in the action they are taking aga ijt a oat be 


does not leave Persia the two Powers will take no further a 
pension nor will they afford him any protection, 5 Ps ‘ 
‘The two consuls would be inatfusted to make their communication as public as 
possible, 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 











No. 659. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barelay. 


Foreign Office, March 25, 1912. 
Communication to Persian Government. 


[12502] 


(No. 213.) 
(Pelographic,) Ry 
YOUR telegram No, 208 of 23rd Mare! 
I concur. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No, 274.) 








(12534) No, 660, 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G, Barelay. 
(No, 215) Bt s 
(Molegraphic) Foreign Ofice, March 25, 1912, 
SIR'G, BUCHANAN'S telegram No, 114 of 24th March : Advance, 
‘You may advanco our share immediately. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No, 275.) 





(12192) No. 661. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
‘No, 216. 
fNakogrphien Foreign Ofice, March 25, 1912, 








YOUR despatch No. 29 of Ldth February : Swedish gendarmerie scheme, 

Whilst approving the scheme generally, the Secretary of State for India shares i 
view that it would bo preferable that, it possible, provision should be mado at the 
cutsct for protection of whole road betiveen Shiraz ‘and Bushire, whereby trade would 
not bo compelled to traverse broad unprotected zone on leaving Bushire. As delay and 
‘uny avoidable interference with Swedish colonel's discretion are to be deprecated, we 
‘ro prupared to acquiesce in his proposal if (1) post at Kunae Takhteh patrols as fi as 
Dalaki; and (2) Governor of Bushire is made personally responsible for safety of 

ier of rod to Bushiro, including Boragun, where there has twice been trouble, 

=Bunder Abbas road, already disturbed, will suffer 
improves, und suxyest that Persian Government be pressed to take 
aneasures for restoring order on that road too, T fear, however, that this ixbeyond their 
resources until tlie large lo rmunged, ” 

Please telegraph your views and those of Sir P. Cox on above points. . 

you think it advisable please consult Sir P, Cox before making any communica- 
tion to Persian Government, 






























(12270) No. 662. 


Woreign Office to India Office. 
Sin, Ke 
TAM directed by Sceretary Sir Edward Grey 


Totter of the 11th in: 
Island, and to trans 





ign Office, March 25 

to acknowledge the receipt of your 

ative to the proposal to establish @ coal depdt on Henjam 

ewith copies of telegraphic correspondence exchanged 

with His Majesty's Minister at Tehran on the subject,* from which it will be seen that 
ncither Sir G. Barclay nor Sir P. Cox sees any objection to the scheme. 

Tam to state thit Sir E. Grey approves the course proposed, which Sir G. Barelay 

























: © Nos, 615 and e46, 
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Broposcs {0 follow in the event of receiving complaints from the Persian Government 
With reference to this matter, and that he is) disposed, subject to the assent crate 
Marquess of Crewe, to authorise him to adopt it. 

“am to call attention to the advisability, alinded to in Sir G, Barelay’s telegram, 
of depositing the coal as unostentatiously as possible. 









Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 



















[10770] 663, 


Foreign Ofice to Lord Revelstoke. 








My Lord, Foreign Ofice, Mareh 25, 1912. 
WITH reference to Sir A. Nioolson’s letter to Viscount. Errington of the ond 


stant, relative to the proposed KxameePersian Railway, T am directed by. Secretary Mana = 












Sir Edward Grey to suggest 10 your Lordship that it would obviate. redumdees J 
correspondence and minimise the risk of misunderstanding if the * soetéte dictator 






Were to appoint a secretary to wliom letters from 
{he conseauent certainty that the views of Ilis Majesty's Government woul, through 
that official channel, reach all the membors of that body—British, French andl Roe 
and that the proposals of the latter would be accurately transmitted to thie Office: 

Tam to add that, amongst tho questions as to which His Majesty's Goversmont 
desire to retain their freedom of action with regard to this railway, slicald be ichatey 
that of the gauge to be adopted. 






this Office could be addressed, with 













Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALL 












(12845) No. 664, 








Sir G. Lovetler to Sir Edward Groy—{Received Mareh 26.) 









Constantinople, Mareh 21, 1912. 
Which have been current during: the "past fow 
iderable anxiety in the columns of the Turkish 
press. ‘The ger » with which such mobilisation would be regarded here is 
Tefleated in the of yesterday in a leading article by Isinail Hakki Babansndé, 
In this article Russia's sudden change of attitude towards this country is commonted 
ots and the writer wonders what ean be the induooment for Russia to champion Lely, 
who jroment weakened both at home and abroad, Surely Russia hus’ enough 
her hands at present i x to embark on 
new adventures whose issue must be 






THE reports of Russian miobilinati 
days here have not fi 




































































Whit ix the meaning, Dunail Hakki ask, of Tussi'a pretended and. groundless 
fears of Turkish aggression in the Caneacus ‘Tho only question between the twee 





countries in that region could he relative to certain eontested boundary points, and the 
assurances given by M. ‘Teharykof already have sufficed. to settle thea ainicably, As 
teganls the Persian boundary question, itis being submi 
and may eventually go to The Hague, Turkey is Por 
see the preservation of her integrity. Why then th 
«uly to be hoped that, being inexplicable it will cease, ‘Thus ineonclusively the article 
ends, and, like several others publisl in the last few days, by its’ despondent 
tone re-cchioes the feeling usiess which the recall of M. ‘Teharykot ond the 
movement of Russian troops on the frontier have awakened here, 

Thave, 



























































GERARD LOWTHER, 
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(12886) _ No. 665, 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Ofice —(Receiced March 26.) 


Finchester Broad Street, London, 
Winchester Howe, Old Brod Stet Len, 
i i hat a 
knowledge receipt of your letter of the 20th instant, advising] 
tin en rocelved rom Tis Majesty’a Minter Tela to the eet tat ho 
made representations to the Bakhtiari khans in Tehran in respect of the trouble 
referred to in my letter of the 14th instant, and that the khans have in consequence 
sent the strongest instructions to their pereoari tito in Arabistan to afford compensa- 
ion to tho cultivators who are causing the trouble. ioe 
BS RG you for the assistance given in this matter, 
Tain at tho same time requested to inform you that tent in 
‘Tehran that the political resident. in the Persian Gh quested by 
Miogey Aline rattan isotvide representatives of the khang in Arabistan 
to apply to us for an advance to enable them to settle vith the cultivators. fees 
As the company has already paid to the khans, as pea eee ne 
Sm, far more than will ever be paid to the cult r this pacific ,m 
Behe ea aaueee making them any further advances in 
zed if you could cause a telegram to this effect 
to be sent to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran. ee ’ 
©. GREENWAY, 
Managing Director. 





[12873] 666. 
Note communicated by Count Benckendorf, March 26, 1912. 


avait 
jurniture 


contiat, qui n'a n lu Gouvernement persan, ni du Medjlsis, et 
qui empidte sur lo droit do la Banque d'Escompte, ne siurait étre reconnu comme 
pe yy de ce qui précido, notre banque west deff Uéslaréo disposée & faire, de son 
vile pour In livraison de Pargent, 
ee Ge jet aves ta Banque Tiopiale eat trouvé deh to 6 (22) 
ary dernier, me 
ii le Gouve ion de confirmer Valfaire 
cite As . (areery wheat 
Banque Linpériah i e cette operation encore pour Tannée courante, 
Tay Gouvent tal mute n'y voit as dobjetion, mas il penwo ull serait 
toraut que dordnavant la fivraison da métal soit assurée 3 
proposerait au € it persan les conditions les plus 


vee Sir George Barclay. 
yétiale de Perse’ renonce de sa propre 
Wgale, ni de justice, 
Suzonol exp ‘oudea bien munir 
dinsteuetions qui mettent d'user de son’ influence sur cette banque pour 
Vagir dans le sens indiqué 





(12866) No. 665%. 


Poard of Trade to Foreign Ofice.—(Reveived March 20,) 
(Confidential) 
Sir, Board of Trade, Mareh 25, 1912 
TAM directed ty the Board. of Trade to refer to your ‘letter of the ith 
February, with its enclosures, relative ty the propeaed railway: from Mebmneay 
fo Khoremabad, nud in particular to the’ suggestion made by the Goreme nt 


India as to a line from Mohammerah to Dizful, and. to, ofler the following 
observations thereon for Sir E, Grey's consideration -— 


The Bourd have no information sufficiently detailed to enable them to form am 
Srtiauate as to the probable cost of construction of a Tine. ftom Mohasmorhe e, 
Rati but they see no reason to doubt the correctness of thy opinion expres Ko 
the Government of India that its construction would be relatively eaay eed cheap, 
Sacha! line would presumably follow approximately the route af the Rurun River ara te 
Bir B. Grey is aware, thers is a considerable volume of traf on that sven tte 
fy Ahwaz and further north to Shuster, by the steamers of Messrw, Lynch avd of ate 

trade has recently inereused owing to the inwwontity of the 


importance, and the construction of'a railway would be 

do with Ispahan vit Ahwaz, and with Khoremabad andl 

the latter ease the present, ‘nocessity for’ transhipment, at 

Alwraz would be obviated), the absence of any substantial amount of loeal tafe coat 

iniitute against the commercial suocess of the undertaking. Krom Me tect 
ean hert on the Conditions and Prospects of British Trude in Persia” (1904), ibappears 
that / the regions of Distul, Shuster, Bakhtiaraland, and the lower plans of the ees 
i de should natutaly convene on te Karun, have a population of only aho 


800,000. chief products are grain and wool, but: the exports. ary 4 

The Arab. tribes are not industrious by natury, and though the countey iat 
cayable of great improvement by means of ireigation, and thers urs acy 
trade development, the economic progress of the reyion cannot be expected to be other: 


te small, 
tile and 
possibilities off 


vise than very slow, F, ans Whilst recognising that thy suggested Mohim- 

Fran aatul Railway Tine would probably: be lo. untomunorutive than a teen 

railway, the Board are still disposed to doubt the likelihood of the undertaking being 

rE, Grey's information, eopy of a eonfic 

wy M Macon in’ 1904, and to dlinvet 
and 6, 

fonpeting succesflly with the 

n the opinion of the Board, it’ would not 

fortion of that trade fiom the Gulf into 

lud-Khanikin route, and as even the whole 

y small part of’ the traflie which may 

Bagdad Railway, the Board have no 

+ seriously alfected by the construction of 


Bage 


Tam, &o, 
GEO. J. STANLEY. 


(1536) 
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Enclosure in No. 66 


Report to the Hoard of Trade by Mr. H. W. Maclean, Special Commissioner of the 
Commercial Intelligence Committee to Persia, on certain matters connected with 
Persian Trade. 


(Very Confidential.) : 4 

RUSSIAN tnicle, pressed forward by the Russian Government for politieal purposes, 
has encroached on Persian markets hitherto supplied by the British Empire. Com 
mercial interosts are less important than politcal interests in Persia, therefore British 
commerce will continue to recede under pressure of Russian political needs unless the 
British Government finds cause to intervene, 

Many ways of strengthening our commercial position in Persix have been proposed. 
I think oiw most prossing needs are—better roads, with greater security for waylarers 
and merchandise, and an organised transport service; a stronger cousular olfice in 
‘Tehran ; reform of Persian commercial law. 

‘Trude, industry, and enterprise 1 under corrupt 
administration of vigue and ingly poor, and the 
market for wost commodities very limit malty among 
Persians is low, and is certainly ot improving ; the means of communication within the 
country are primitive, and many districts are unsafe for traveller or merchandise. In 
fact, Persia does not offer conve 


musly assailed from only one quarter— 
secured to its commerce advantages in Persia not enjoyed 


Government has secured to its subjects a certain immunity from 
foreign competition in Khorasan and the Caspian provinct of Persia by refi transit 
ty foreign imports over the Batoum~Tifls route. {t has promoted, and tou great extent 
financed, the construction of a carringe road from Enzeli to Tehran, and has made 
preparation to construct similar roads trom Julfa through Tabreez. to Kazvin, and from 

oHamadan, It has subventioned a line of merchant steamers between the 
Bhick Sew and the Persian Gulf; Tt holds, for some years to come, a veto on railway 
constriction or anything of the nature of « rail or tramway (except urban) in Persia, 
‘und hus obtained from the Persian Government an undertaking not to impose taxes, or 
tolls, on roads (exept eatriage roads) which may be constructed in future, thus 
proctically dending that Government of power to encourage improvement of trade 
Toutes in the mountainous regions of Southern Persia, where carriage roads are hardly 


number of commodities suited to the Persian 
printed anil dyed cotton tissues, these draw- 
Tener ‘Raia of cota, Paria prods, 
encouraged by partial exemption trom the 

w same products from other countries, It has 
an, with branches at Meshed, Resht, and ‘Tabreez ; 
ish Russian trade with Persia by means of large 


established and contro 
‘and this bank has been 
‘advances to traders di in Russian commodities, and such favourable terms and 
prices as seem incomp borne profits, and suggest a form of bounty an trade, 


through the bank with Russia, Tt has secured, under the recent Customs Convention 
of 1902, favourable rates of duty in Persia on the commodities of greatest interest to 
Russian comnierce, - q 

It has increased the number of its consulates and consular staff in Persia, 1 think 
trade routes ure, onthe whole, safer for merchandise and wayfarer, and the remoter 
distriots more accessible for sojourn and residence of forvign subjects in Northern than 
in Southern Persia, and that this is attributable, in part, to continued diplomatic 
pressure and consular energy. 

Tdo not think that th taken by the Russian Government have all been 
equally suecessful manent mmeree in Persia, but 
on the whole they y Britis wlties out of those markets 

r Persia | of the great Elburz range, and have enabled 
nodities to compete with ours in Hamadan, Ispahau, aud Yezd, commercial 
centres equally xceessible ftom the Caspian ‘aud the Persian Gulf Our commerce 
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has not yet been seriously crippled, but if the Russiay Goverment continues, 
unopposed, this energetic commercial policy in Persia, our traders will gradually be 
beaten out of the central markets also, and Russian commercial sipremacy be assured 
in Persia, 

Our commerce, unaided, ean hardly oppose a combined front to this organised 
Russian aggression, for the traders engaged in that commeree, and the home manu- 
fucturers with whom they deal, are all competing with each other, as well as with the 
foreign cival, and few of them have a vital interest in Persian trade, Indeed, itappears 
to me that the determination evineed by the Russian Stare to aid Russian commerce 
with Persia has produced a distinct moral effect on foreign enterprises, in that it has 
been equally an incentive to enterprise on the part of the private Russian trader, and a, 
deterrent to enterprise (especially where lange outlay of capital is involved) on the part” 
of British traders; for the former feel their Government to be behind them, and the 
latter have to apprehend, not only the competition of Russian traders, whose manu- 
facturing and trading resources they can gauge, but also the interposition of the Russian 
Government to counteract, for political purposes, any success attending their efforts to 
extend trade detrimental to. Russian buflienoe inv Persie Commercial lions isa 
useful political weapon, and the extension, or decline, of trade with Persia has a deeper 
interest to the Russian and the British Empires than the simple gain or loss of profitable 
markets. The Russian Government has intervened in Russian trade with Persin to 
confer benefits, which the conflicting and limited interest of private traders could not, 
gombine to achieve. British commercial enterprise, in certain respects, awaita the 
indication, and must follow the lead, of the British Government, which is aione able to 
‘oppose the Russian Government in efforts directed, through commerce, towards 
political ends. 

Our contribution to trade interests in Persia at present consists in some small aid 
to trade routes in the Karun nnd Seristan regions, and that part of our consular service 
which might be expected to disappear along with our trade. A simple commercial 
trader seldom hesitates to venture one year’s income of a sound business to safeguard 
future dividends, I make little doubt that the amount of imperial and local taxation 
for one year, in the British Empire, on the capital and labour representing an annual 
trade, of }} millions, raust exoved the capitalised value of the contribution above 
mentioned, 

The most pressing cry of our traders is for quicker and cheaper transport. of 
commodities between the frontier and inland markets in Persia than at present exists, 

1 think it essential to consider only routes based on the Persian Gulf and India, for 
our trade through Trebizond is not now of first importunco, ‘The markets open to that 
route have been gradually limited to Tabreez and the southern parts of Azerbaijan, not 
from Russian competition only, but also ftom our own eompotition by the superior Gulf 
routes, Moreover, tide by the Trebizond route is largely conducted through Constan 
tinople, as an intermediate market, and the Persian traders dealing there are brought 
mors in contact with rival commodities of other nations than those dealing in Bagdad, 
Bombay, and Manchester, by the southern routes, Merchandise consigned to Trettroud 
is carried by continental ‘steamers, while nearly all merchandise (except Russian) 
consigned to the Persian Gulf pays freight to British shipping. 

We still deliver our merchandise more cheaply at the Persian frontier than Russia 
does. Cotton goods, which form to us the most important. subject of competition in 
Persian trade, pay freight from Manchester to any port in the Persian Gult of about 
2H. per ton weigit, and from Moscow to Persian Caspian ports of about 41. per ton 
Weight, (The average value of cotton goods consigned to the Persian Gulf is roughly 
1001, per tou weight.) 

As regards inland transport. to certain important commercial centres the position 
is reverse, ‘Transport on our bale goods from Bushire to Ispahan is about, 10}, per 
ton, to Tehran about 17§1. per ton, from Bussorah, vil, Bagdad, to, Hamaden able 
131, per ton, and from Bunder Abbas to Meshed over 2541, per ton, ‘Transport on 
Russian goods from Enzeli or Ispaban is about 114 per ton, to Tehran about 74l. per 
ton, to Hnmadan about 88. per ton, and from Askabad to Meshed about 71. pier ton, 

Tt has been sugyested that railway construction is the remedy we need, Statistics 

lable to estimate the quantity of freight and passenger traffic, with which railways 
in Southern Persin might hope to deal, age sant 

Persian customs returns show that foreign commeree with Persia by Persian Gulf 
routes (including Kerinanshah) is somewhat: less. than 3,500,001. annually, of a gross 
‘weight of perhaps 60,000 to 70,000 tons; of which 2,500,000. are imports (the moiety 
cotton textiles). ‘The total imports ani exports for the year to the 20th March, 1903, 
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at Bushire aud Bunder Abbas are given as 1;640,0001., weighing 35,000 tous; av 
Kermansliah as 1,040,002, weighing less than 16,000 tons. Consular returns for the 
Karun Tver for 1901 show a tmde of 127,000, weighing 4,000 tos 
‘can make little more than a guess at the distribution of this trade. Perhaps 
‘commodities of 500,000L. in value, weighin, 10,000 to 12,000 tons, are produced 
‘or consumed on the Gulf littoral, and therefore would not be subject for railway freight ; 
possibly 1,000,001. in value, weighing, say, 13,000 to 20,000 tons, are produced or 
consuined in sich centres as Kermav, Shiraz, and Kermanshah, involving land 
transport of some 200 to 300 miles; and the remaining 2,000,001. in value, weighing 
30,000 to 40,000 tons, lave to be transported 400 to 600 miles to or from Ispal 
Hamadan, and Yead, the chief markets from which our commerce deals with Central 
Peri, 
‘sh statistics with regard to the existing traffic derived from interual 
tunde, Persia is mountainous country without uavi 
traversed by the lower Karun), and his never possessed wood road: 
industrial centres has been restricted to the needs « 
ieith aterial nor food can bear the cost of transport over great 
Thor ld_guard against too high an estimate of the probable home traftic 
Persia, wach would provide matter fr alway 
Again, iu estimating the volume of new freight which would be ereated by nuilway 
facilities, it must bo remembered that Persia supplies chiefly raw animal and vegetable 
products, aid her capacity to increase these supplies does not depend, altoxetler, « 
the arca'of fortile hind available, ‘That, in great measure, is governed by t 
of rain and irrigation water, ‘The supply and effictency of irrigation water can doubtless 
be inoreased, but not to an indefinite extent, ly skilful and elaborate 
irrigation alrendy exists, Ina great part of the vast grazing 
dependent, in the plains, on seant winter rains—is burnt up by the 
‘and, in the mountains, is available only after the snows whiel elted by 
the summer sun, Proprietors in some of the grazing regions informed me that, in their 
opinion, their lauds could not carry a much greater stock than at present, 
T have also filled to obtain statistics regarding passenger traffic. The most 
frequented route in Southern Persia is probably thac through lah to Bagdad, 
which 150,000 pilgrims are said to pass annually to visit Kerbela. ‘There is also a 
nistant flow of pilyrims to Meshed, and to Kom) from all parts of Persia; and to 
Persian Gulf ports from all parts of Persia, and Transcaspia, for passage to Mecea. 
All the important comniercial centres of Persia cannot be connected with 
other and the Gulf by anycone railway. A Ting from Bushi ‘ehran would not 
tly benefit the is of Kerman, |, Kermonshah, or Hamadan, and would 
‘The Karun forms a 
restricted 


but would attain 
ease our markets Bander 
we cast upon 
prs les of the 
ps : sessen, however, « magnificent roadstead, and a glance at the chart 
of the Clarence Strait suggests that a suitable site for a port 
80 miles west of the present town, Comparative coolness and yood w 
thie hills 40 or 50 miles inland, A railway from Bunder Abbas through Kerman, Yezd, 
or Abadoh, and Espahan to Sultanabad, x there to Tehran on the one side, and 
to Kermausbah aud Bagdad on the have « longer mileage from that port 
sone of these pl y trom other ports, but would omit only 
«district thom its seope; and, eventual dito other systems at Bagdad and 
would become part of a great nyerland route to nd 
Sitar ah ie thar railway construction in Persia offers, at 
pr fc receipts proportionate to. the expenditure 
ind it is niore than questionable whether Persia, which would undoubtedly 
derive most benefit from such exploits, has the means to off quate guarantees to 
firvign capital, 
Olona Ui dough) Giteon tim eae Southern Persia would 
iocossirily favour us ii commercial competition with Russia, unless we are assured chat 
Russia would uot reply by nillway construction in the north, for if they did, then 
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Russian goods, already competing inland with ours, would also be delivered just as 
tmuch cheaper and quicker than hitherto, 1 believe, unleos ‘Roma, tallen tM taltiative 
in the north, it suffices for us to secure that we shall have freedom to deal with such 
projects in Southern Persia when more obvious need for them arises, 

(It is not probable that the Bagdad Railway, if, or when, completed, will affect the 
course of trade with Persia, British and continental goods now arrive at Bagdad, by 
sea and river, at something less than 51, per ton weight, and it seems improbable that 
the railway can compete on these terms. A simall” quantity of British cotton goods 
find their way into Acerbalian tinougn Mowal ani Soujuulal, bul no vavieg a feighb 
the railway might offer would enable that ronte to compete in Central Persia.) 

‘The construction of roads for wheel traffic in Persia has not hitherto conferred 
eat benefit either on the companies constructing, or on the communities using them, 
the Russian road from Enzeli to ‘Tehran has been built at enormous cost ; it is reported 

Icavy tolls levied on it do not suffiee for any margin of profit. and certainly the 
cost of transport over it is not Jess than over the previous mule track, ‘The Ahwaz 
Tehran road, conceived in the interests of British commeres, has been even less 

essfl, and has been completed is. that between ‘Tehran and 
Sultanabad, thus” pe of continuous wheel tratlie from Enzeli to Kom, andl 
Sultanabad, Consequently, if any benefit has been conferred by it on commerce, it 
been conferred on Russia, not on British, trade, Any roud in Persia, useful to foreign 
commerce, must negotiate steep gradients, its surface must be sodden by snow it 
winter, and disintegrated by drought in summer, and results, so fur have not shown 
that such roads ean be maintained in a state to render waggon traffic more economical 

ick transport. 

mmunications between Central Persia and the southern seaboard, by existing 
caravan tracks, leave much tobe desirad; and think the Bushire-Stiray. aud 
Bunder Abbas-Kerman rontes deserve attention equally with the Shuster-Burujird 
route, 

‘he Bushire-Shiraz-Ispabian route is a highway to important rwgions which eannot 
be served by Karun routes. Nearly a 1,000,000, value of merchandise, chiefly British, 
is yearly slot on to th } mus of Shief, whieh boasts 
neither shelter nor water, 7 z track have been skilfully 
pictured by many writers, i heaven of any trunk route 
carrying an equally important traific, but. the difficulties of it, a a caravan route, axe 
duv‘as much to long use as to nature. rom wear of constant traffic the road bed! his 
become in parts a mass of pebbles, rolling stones, and boulders, and bas been worn at 
confined places into deep trenches, through which animals loaded with bulky packages 
can hardly pass singly, and are completely blocke in the other direction. ia 
encountered, The suri i so bad fat carve artvanky the ot éoononical Conn oF 


hind rook an trosthid Toons aaten ane 
require heavy repairs 

From Shiraz to Ispahan the existing caravan track offers no serious obstacle to 
any form of pack transport, and probably before long it will be so far improved, 
under the wgis of the Persian Administration of Posts, as to peiinit of w fourgon service 
for passengers, 

It is not desirable in the interests of our trade that all improvements in 

ns should creep downward from the north, whilst access trom the south 
iecomes more ditticnlt year by year, and it can hardly’ be impossible to improve the 
Bishice-Shirex rote av tessouat ace; vo DE as cy dre pack arioAlN Ss 8, 
and to provide inward and outward tracks at confined places, But this is not an 
enterprise for private capital, since no direct return, such as tolls or road taxes, can txt 
obtained from it. 

The Bunder Abbas-Kerman route. is reported to. be feasible for all forms of pack 
transport, nud neols ite. if way, repadi, Te onze our commeros with Karmhany eed, 
and parts of Khorassin which cannot. be tapped by any other row 

But the policing of these routes is at present extremely unsatisfactory, ‘Theft and 
robbery of merchandise is frequent, even European travellers are ooeasionilly held up, 

ive travellers pass in dread of blackmail, robbery, and open ice by the 
oad guard or robbers ful collision ‘With’ them’ The) Peraian Goreriagnt 
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[12832] No. 667. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 26.) 
(No, 209.) 
{elegraphic,) Tehran, March 26, 1912. 


MY telegram No, 165 of 7th March. 
British consul at Kermanshah reports 15th March that Salar has rejected the 
advice of the two consuls, He refuses terms offered by the Persian Government, and 


claims dominion over the whole of the west of Persia under the suzerainty of the 
Shah. 


SS sss 
[12951] No. 668. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 26.) 
(No. 116.) 
(Telegraphic.) . Petersburgh, March 26, 1912. 

YOUR despatches No. 61 of 21st February and No. 74 of th March. 

Working map with pencil lines cannot be found at the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs. Do you want copy of ordinary map with green lines? 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs has supplied copy of Russian translation of political 
report, and offers to let us copy French translation of memorandum. ‘The latter runs 
to about ninety pages of manuscript. Minorsky will take copy to Constantinople. 
Th these circumstances, would you wish us to make copy here ? 

Thaye secured Chirikof’s book, but cannot find that of Khurshid Effendi, which is 
very rare, Geographical or Asiatic Society or British Museum might have a copy. 














(12886) No. 669. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 
(No. 220.) 
(Delographic.) R. Foreign Office, March 26, 1912, 





YOUR telegram No. 198 of 16th March: Oil Company, 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company learn from their Tehran agent that Sir P. Cox has 
been requested by you to advise khans' representatives in Arabistan to apply to 
company for an advance to enable them to settle with the cultivators. 

Company point out that they have already paid to the khans for this specific 
purpose a sum far larger than will ever be paid to the cultivators, and cannot see their 
way to make any further advances in this connection. 





[11805] No. 670. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 





Foreign Office, March 26, 1912, 

MY telegram No, 172 to Sir G. Barclay of 7th March and his telegram No. 175 
of 9th March; Mohammerah-Khoremabad Railway (see telegram sections). 

In view of considerations advanced by Sir G. Barclay, immediate application seems 
inadvisable as being likely to be regarded with suspicion by both Russian and Persing 
Governments, while consent of former is improbable unless we have some means of 
putting pressure on them. 

If, however, as Sir G, Barclay gathers from his Russian colleague, Russian 
Government are likely to raise question of Trans-Persian Railway in connection with 
loan proposals, we might make acquiescence in this procedure conditional on Ruscien 
Government undertaking not to oppose presentation of application for concession to 
build Mohammerah line at same time as that for trans-Persian scheme, but I should 
Tike you to consider this and to have your observations before answering. Mr. Greenway, 

British group of “Société d'Etude” for Trans- Persian Railway have asked Persian 
Railways Syndicate for their co-operation, and this has been promised on basis, thet 
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railways of more pressing importance from points of view of both British and Russian 
interests shall be given prior consideration, : 
© Mts Grosuvay cleoiaiis Woether syndicate can advantageouly taka any cation ab 
Jrovent to secure o.operaton of Russian Government ast continuation of Mobammerah 
ine into Russian sphei c H 
‘Would it bo any uso, in your opinion, for syndicate to send representative to 
St. Petersburgh at present? 
(Repeated to Tehran, No. 217.) 














112814) No, 671, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan. 
(No, 283.) 


‘elographic.) It. Foreign Office, March 26, 1912, 
eT Ue BARCLAYS telegram No, 211 of 25th March: Salar-ed-Dowleh. 

I approve proposal, and should be glad to learn viows of the Russian 
Government. 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 218.) 














(13040) No. 672. 
India Ofice to Foreign Osfice—(Received March 21.) 
Sir, 












TAM dirvoted hy the Secretary of f 
your letter, dated tho 20th Mareh, 1912, enclosing «further draft of « comm 
to the Persian Railways Syndicate regarding the position of the Persian ‘Transport 
Company. f 4 

TTA sat Una ayaa a Mae es Jrewe, while concurring generally 
terms, would profor, if Secretary Sic E, Grey sees no objection, that the wording of the 
last two paragraphs should be slightly modified so ns to read as follows — 











“'This assurance way not overlooked by His Majesty's Government they 
into communication with your syndicate as to approwching the Persian 
Dut no such claim as the Transport Company may possess to. preforent 

treatment in regard to railways in particular districts could, in the view of His Majesty's 

Government, he held, if conceded, tod hens on equitable grounds 

tow share in w larger scheme of railway those districts, 

"On full consideration of all the circumstances, Sir E, Grey therefore desires me 
to say that, if tho Transport Company are successful in obtaining from the Persian 
Government any extension of their concession, he is in favour of some share in 
undertaking being offered to them ass company by your syndicate, unless it can fairly 
bo lield that that: share iy: already sufi sured to them by the presence of 
Mr, Lynch on the Bourd, Tn ofder to enable him to consider this point Sir E. Grey 
would be glad to have further information as to the reasons for which Mr, Lynch was 
invited to go on your Board.” 



































‘The drate as so. moditic 





would accord somewhat more closely with Lord Crewe's 
wi, and it is understood that, if ite is ussured to the Persian ‘Transport, 
Company in the syndicates undertaking in the manner explained in the draft, His 
Majesty's Government are to be considered to have fully eae the obligations 
towards the company laid upon them by the language used by Lord Lansdowne in 
1908, 














ed in your letter does not embody the final 
that tio assuranioes have been given to other 
rewe ix aware, there would be uo objection to 


red that. the Go ee 
parageaph isly: proposed, to th 
A AOE oKEpiicalens So Gta tana 












its reinstatement, 


Taw, ke, 
KR. RITCHIE. 
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113015] No. 672%. 
India Ofiee to Foreign Ofice—(Received March 27.) 


Sir, India Ofiee, March 26, 1912, 
IN reply to your lettor, dated the 20th March, 1912, regarding’ tho encouragement 
of the “Société d'Etude” of the Trans-Persian Iailway to undertake the flotation of a 
Joan for the Persian Government, Lam directed to say that the Marquess of Crewe 
es the view of Secrotary Sit’. Grey that the proposal may be accepted by His 
iajesty’s Government. 

At the samo time he regards it as essential to emphasise the fact that the flo 
of a loan for tho Persian Government, and the raising of capital for tho. construction 
of an eventual Trans-Persian Railway, are distinet and separate transactions, and that 
the second will follow the first if, and only if, agreement is reached between all the 
parties concerned, including the British and Russian Governments, on the. various 
points referred to in the second paragraph of your letter. While agreeing therefore 
to the reply proposed to be made to the Russian Government, his Lordship. would 
suggest that the words, “or even to the canstruction of the Trans-Persian Railway 
itself, unless agreement with regard to them is reached,” might bo inserted after the 
words “kindred questions.” 

‘This will make it clear that the flotation of the loan does not necessarily carry with 
it the construction of the railway. 




















Lam, &. 
R. RITCHIN, 





[13101] No. 673, 

Admiralty to Foreign Oice.— (Received March 27.) 
(Confidential) z 
Sir, Admiralty, Mareh 27, 1912, 


1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, decypher of telegram 
dated the 26th instant from the commander-in-chief on ‘the Kast Indies station 
relative the situation on the Persian Gulf, 

Copy has been sent to India Office, 





Tam, &e, 
W. GRAHAM GREENE, 





—<$———— 





Enclosure in No, 673, 


Commander-in-chiof, Hast Indies, to Admiralty, 





PB, Bombay, March 26, 1912, 
It naval officer reports to-day :— 

Movement against Lingah seems to be assuming nature of a Holy War, but 
sccording to latest news attack is being delayed owing to son of Governor of Shira, 
whose movements in dahrum aro doubtful. “Le ia most probable. that Lingah will be 
attacked by much larger force than originally estimated, ineluding most of Lavistan 
tribes, unless the movement is cheeked at Lar by the son of the Governor of Shiraz, 








(13132) No. b74, 


Note communicated by Count Benckendorff, March 27, 1912, 

D'APRES nos derniéres informations, le Gouyernement ture parait $6 montror 
Plug Couciliant que jusqu'iei dans la question de frontiére pendant entre la Perso ot 
ia Turquie, 

M. Sazonof pense qu'il serait opportun de s'efforcer que Ia Porte accopte comme 
base de ses négociations avec la Perse la carte identique de la zone neutro des 
coe tah et russe remise par les deux Gouvernements au Gouvernement 

1536, 5E 
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jouvernement en 1876, comme il appert d'un 


ture en 1871 et acceptée par co 
1876, signs par Dervich Pacha, qui débute 


mémorandum en date du 12 (25) j 
ainsi: 

“Ta Sublime Porte ayant décidé la démarcation de la frontitre turco-persane 
prenant pour base la carte Glaborée par les commissaires des Puissances, j’avais regu 
Ace sujet des instructions spéciales, ée.” 








Sur la carte identique en question, les commissaires anglais et russe avaient, 
comme le Ministre Royal des Affaires Etrangéres voudra bien s'en souvenir, indiqué 
une zono par laquelle devait étre tracée In frontiére turco-persane. Comme il vient 
Wétro dit, le Gouvernement ture avait accepté cette carte comme base, avec la 
réserve, toutefois, que le différend reef une solution définitive & l'époque méme. 

Tl semble iM, Sazonof qu'il serait extrémement utile de décider Ia Porte & 
revenir i la décision priso par le Gouvernement turo en 1876, cette fagon de poser la 
question répondant le mieux possible aux intéréts persans, ainsi qu'au but que se 
proposent les Gouvernements anglais et russe. 

M, Sazonof espire que les démarches & cet effet de M. 'Tcharykof & Constantinople 
recevront appui de Ambassadeur d’Angleterre. 

M. Sazonof désirerait étre renseigné au plus tot sur opinion et Ta décision & ce 
sujet de Sir Edward Grey. 


ede Russie, Londres, 








Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 27.. 





raphic.) Tehran, March 27, 1912. 
FRENCH Minister called on me this morning to ask that part of the joint 
adyay Fut bo used to reduce tho Persian Government's debt. to Creuzot, and 
soomed disappointed when I told him that the advance was intended to enable Persian 
Government to tide over the period until a loan was concluded, and that the programme 
of expenditure which we had approved contemplated mainly expenditure required in 
thio interests of order. 

French Minister told mo that his Goverament had approached you in the matter. 















[18106) No, 676, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Eiward Grey.—(Reeeived March 27.) 


Tehran, March 27, 1912. 





(Peleggraph 
YOUR telogram No. 220 of 26th March. 
Ivis quite untrue that T requested Cox to advise the khans to apply for an advance, 
‘and ax the agent of the oil company, who has now gone on leave, was fully cognisant 
of all that Ldid, I do not understand how he can have sent such a misleading report. 
On 12th March I telegraphod to British consul at Ahwaz that the ‘Tehran khans 
had promised to. telegraph to, local khans to compensate peasants, that Tehran kbans 
ed that the company should advance one year's guarding money to 























had suggge 
facilitate this, and that I had replied that the company had already refused to 
advance, 

Tat the same time suggested to British consul that if he could satisfy himself that 
the money would really be used for the purpose indicated he might possibly induce 
tho company to accede to the khans’ request, 

‘On Isth March I telegraphed to British consul at Abwaz, after receipt of your 
telogram No. 197 of 15th March, that Thad made a further strong communication to 
tho Tehran khan, with the result that they no longer asked for an advance, and had 
telographed ordering local khuns to eoimpensate peasants at once. ‘Tehran agent was 





firesent when these last representations were made, and the khans' telegram was 
handed to him for transmission: 
































883 
0312) No. 677. 
(Wo. 214) Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 27.) 
(Welegraphic.) 
Obit learn 310 ceoen ue Tehran, March 27, 1912, 


Persian Goverament have 39 

: : ppeatedly assured ig the 
dispatch eflectve force as soon as possible. T asked for pententees ieee eee 
hand force contemplated ridiculously iusuffiiont—indecd, it was intended fe hove ty 
preseed Miers esiguate, Farman Parma, task of collecting the greater part of itct 
Frewed Miniter for Foaiga AMsirs hard to cen same of fete Toro nes aie 
taste, but I hope to succeed in getting eee too energetic for Farman Farma’s 





(3122) No, 678, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived March 21.) 





(Telegraphic.) 
MY telegram No. 210 of 25th March. 
Following from British consul-general, Meshed :-— 


“Police disarmed and detained under i 
S m Russian guard 264 
origi enti of 100 men declared holy war 20th, Mareb, feces ante ear 
ig Teens seitation now in despair, as they realise that. they have bose 


deceived by i 
josie Jy my Russian colleag, and are anxious to withdravr, My Russlan colleague 
without companion any aad has issued proclamation affecting British subjects 


Tehran, March 27, 1912, 


T am asking the Russian Minis i 
Si ie 
subjects must be molested without the evoperation ofthe Bite gia 








113116) No. 679, 





G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Gren ‘ 
G8) Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reccived Marek 27.) 
legraphic.) Re 2 
FOUR talegram No. 28306 26h Marcus Sot peereural March 27, 1012 


inister for Foreign Affairs i ealar-ed-Dowleh, 
Tehran nasesety reign Aflis also approves, and is sending Russian Minister ot 


see ees 
(13120) Ae = 








lidwart Grey.—(Received March 27.) 





St. Petersburgh, Mareh 27, 1912, 






ion of Trans. 
nist certainly 

















e ur present 
inform them of our 
ropose to proceed with construction 


e railway. We 
ud. If, on the other band wo 
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‘we must, in accordance with assurances we gave in March of last year, diseuss the whole 
Question with them so ag to see how Russian interests can best be safeguarded. 

Tf construction is contemplated at an early date, it might be well for the syndicate 
to send a representative, but I had perhaps better first be instructed to approach 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs officially on the subject. ‘There is certain to be 
strong opposition to the line in commercial circles, and I am not in a position to. judge 
Avhietlor the viow taken by the Minister for Foreign Affairs ns to its possible effect on 
the Bagdad lines can be pressed. 











(11682) Noresls 


Foreign Office to India Office. 








, Foreign Office, March 27, 1912. 
WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the 5th ultimo relative to the 
trans-Porsian railway scheme, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit 
to you horewith copy of a further communication from Mr. A. J, Barry,* forwarding a 
memorandum drawn up by Mr M, de P. Webb, C.LE,, on the ports of the South- 
astern Parsian litoral ae ie tonul of a recent vist to that cont. 

Teappears from this paper that Bunder Abbas, which has been selected as the 
place at which the railway shall enter the British sphere of interost in Persia, is unsuit- 
ablo as a port from every point of view in its present state, while each of the other 
towns on the const has something to recommend it. 

Tan to suggest that if the Marquess of Crowe hias no objection, the Government 
‘of India should be asked to furnish their observations on Mr. Webb's memorandum. 

. Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET. 


Sir, 
































(18268) No, 682. 
India Office to Roreign Office (Re ) 
Sir, India Office, March 27, 1912, 
WITT reference to your letter dated the 18th instant, Tam directed by the 
Seoretary of State for India to forward of a telegram received from the 
Government of India regarding the sit 
‘hore have from the beginning heon two difficulties in dealing with that situation— 
rat Shiraz: (2) the fact adverted 
th January that measures, taken by His Majesty's Government 
sament do not necessarily impress 5. 
of a general attack on Shiraz which was 
i athority of His Majesty’s consul, ma 
itly he put aside, since His Majesty's consul himself no longer entertains it. 
that, a pointed out by Colonel Douglas in his letter date 
ult to withdraw the cayalry regiment from § 
nid yet the regiment caniot be retained. there 
in his telegram of the 13th March that its 
horn Persia.” Here, 





red March 




















(1) the difficulty of gauging the extent of the dan 

to in my lottor of the 

to impress the Persia 
AY 


















regards the fi 












enter! 
appar 
But the fact rema 
12th January, it would be very dif 
in the present state of fecling, 
indofinitely ; while Sir P, Cox has observ 
withdrawal nis loss of prestige in So 
y since the various pronouncements devised by 
Sir P, Cox to gover the regiment's retreat would not, in Mr, Smart's opinion, be taken 
seriously by te tribesmen. It seems essential, therefore, that some action should be 
taken Tocally that will, as far as possible, restore the prestige which has been lost 
during the last three months, 
Accordingly, while the Marquess of Cresco concurs with Si 
the proposals made in your letter under reply, he desires to lay great stress on the 
y of requiring from the Persian Government—since His Majesty’s Government 
cannot tindertake it themselves—the summary punishment of those who are well known 
locally to have been responsible for the attuck on Mr, Smart's escort. The evidence of 
a friendly attitude to be required on the part of the tribal chiefs should, in his opinion, 
ily include the surrender of these persons, and their punishment should be 
vary to the withdrawal of the eavalry regiment. 






























. Grey generally in 
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His Lordship would also suggest that a condition of ulti i 
hi timate wi 
bo an undertaking by the Porsian Government to support the Swelish cic toot 
‘means in their power in organising the force of gendarmerie, 
snins Mexard tho extension of thé blockade, Lord Creme is unvi 
opinion expressed by the Government of India, to press the objection i 
Teter of the 25th january; but he sould point to the recent Laaeat aed By 
igab in conseduence of the capture of 
of the sort of danger to whieh Bhi ty be aposed oo we ean etample 
<q subject to these remarks, his Lordship agrees that negotiations shoul 
With the least possible delay, and he will be glad. to iow if Sir Fs Grey a ‘tay 
statement to be made by the Governor-General of India as suggested by Sir P. Cox. 
Tam, &e, 
R RUPCHTE, 





ing, in view of the 





aoa, 
Enclosure in No, 682, 

Government. of India to the Marquens of Oreiee, 

March 23, 1912, 








We consider that we should continue to 
: ress Pe 
Punisbiment on those responsible for attacks, autl that py 
them should not relieve them of duty of doing eo 
© agree with Sir G, Barclay, in regard to question of retaining Shi 
Fpahan consular escorts, that practical proof in near future of friendly suudoras 
part Gf Sibel headmen’ along road should bo the condition of reductions of consular 
Presence of our cavalry escorts at Shiraz and I 
Present conditions to reach coast without danger of ian fo 


eae Until greater security prevails on roads they will cl 


rsian Government to inflict 
payment of compensation by 


who will bo unablo under 
the one wenk spot in our 
early have to stay whore 





(18277) No. 682. 


i6) Sir G. Barelay to Sir Rdward Grey.—(Roceived Mareh 28.) 


Tolographio) Re 
UR tologram No. 215 of 25th March, 
Lhave to-day handed to the Persian (i iti 
iar of Jin afte, an have mui acing woos er 
imperial rersii y? 5, 
ic aoe f Perea forrepayment of 29,000 tomans already advanced in eonnecion 
As you are aware, surpluses of northern and south 
employed respectively in their enti i Tees a 
Bata Stare oat avanen of 200000 aon ear 
After consultation with manager of Imperial Bank of Persia 
subject to your approval, that surplus of southern custome, shor We eh 


monthly, beginning Ist May, by bi i jesty’s 
mont at amine fet May, Us bank to London, on account of Tis jets Govern 


ae 
[1536] SF 


elvan, Mareh 28, 1912, 
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(13116) No. 684, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
(No, 225.) 


(Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, March 28, 1912. 3 
SiR G, BUCHANAN’S telegram No, 118 of 27th March: Salar-ed-Dowleh. 
‘You are authorised to act as proposed in your telegram No, 211 of 25th March. 
(Repeatedto St. Petersburgh, No, 289.) 








(12951) No. 685. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 

285.) 
graphic.) Foreign Ofice, March 28, 1912. 
YOUR telegram No. 116 of 26th March, 
We do not require copy of ordinary map. 
If you can send home French translation of memorandum it can be printed 
here, but otherwise copy should be made, as we require all documents in view of 
possible reference to Hague Tribunal. 

‘A translation should also be made by embassy translator of political report, in 80 
far as it relates to frontier, as distinct from other subjects in dispute. 

Please send home Chirikof’s book. 











{13132} No. 686. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


(No. 288.) 
slographic.) 
Buk 

Russian Amba 

y to accept, as th 

onally in 18% 


















instructions to Sir G. Lowther, 
(Repeated to Constantinople, No. 161, and Tehran, No. 2 





[13132] No. 6ST. 


Sir Edward Grey to Count Benckendorff. 








ary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his 
dor, and has the honour to refer to his Excellency’s 
private communication of yesterday addressed to Sir A. Nicolson relative to a proposal 
made by the Ri Minister for Foreign Affairs that His Majesty’s and the Russian 
Governments should make a joint representation to the Sublime Porte, with a view to 
induce them to accept as the basis of the negotiations for the settlement of the Turco— 
uestion the identic map of the neutral zone handed to them by the 
s in 1871. 

i has the honour to inform Count Benckendorff in reply that 
Government agree in principle to the proposed representation, but that, 
ing final instructions to fii Ambassador at Constantinople on the 
would be glad to have the opportunity of perusing the text of the 
ation which the Russian Government would propose to make. 


compliments to the 























before sen 
subject, 
commun 


KB 








reign 0; March 28, 1912. 


















No. 689%. 





(13424) 










* soon nationale d’istudes du Chemin de Fer transpersan. 
In the absence of Lord Revelstoke, who lef 
honour 19 aekiowledge the teceipt of 
le scheme for the study of rail 
one i Hivenitenly direction fo a-point on the frontion of Ba 























heme, as the Foreign Office is aware, has for its ulti 













hich it is hoped to form between the British 
‘The discussions which have taken pl 
well as in this country. 
national body, to be styled the Soc 
transpersan.” : 
vn Te is proposed to fold the first: meeting constituting thi 30 
the course of next month; in the meantini, we yentte fo commu 
for the i 
the socidté, together \ 
roportions in wh 
i groups.’ x 
On the final nomination of the adiministe 
the société wo shall Ii 
Seorotary of State for Fores Affairs, that a 
ti should be nominated to act as the 





ial_cirel 























h tho text of the supplement 
ch representation has beet 

















m for commiunicatio 














in Sir A. Nicolson's leu 
Weare, &e, 

(For Bari 

CECIL BARIN 

















8, Bishopsgate, London, March 











jon of the Foreign Olfice and Tudin Office, the text of the 
et fox of y protocole. governing the 
allotted to the Russian, B 





Messrs, Baring Brothers and Co. to Roreign Ofiee.Received March 20.) 
1912. 


i, wwe have the 
March relativ 





1 purpose the 
i veen Western Europe and India 
of direct railway comnmnication between Western Europe, an: 
‘il 0 indian and Russi 
icles in. Russ 
on of 
Jhemin de 


railway 





Paris during 
(in duplicate), 
ates of 





ors and on the actual constitution of 
th the suggestion made by the 
ntative of the British section of 





Brothers and Co., Limited), 
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{10197} No. 688, 


Foreign Ofiee to India Office, 


Sir, Poreign Office, March 28, 1912, 

T AM directed by Socrotary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 7th instant regarding an alleged violation by the British authorities In 
Baluchistan of the Perso-Baluch frontier near Piran. 

Sir E. Grey is unable, from the material at present in his possession, to form an 

‘as regards truo position of the boundary and the status of the Zarozais, and 
iggest, for the consideration of the Marquess of Crewe, that the Government of 
India should be asked to state their authority, of which bis Lordship is unaware, for 


describing the red line on the map as roughly representing the limits of British 
‘ccupation in 1908, 





Tam, &c, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(12421) No. 689. 





Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company, 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, March 28, 1912, 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Groy to inform you that he has received 
4 telegram from His Majesty’s Minister at ‘Tehran, to the effect that the Dorsian 
Government have consented to the renewal of your company’s trond conceasion for a 
Period of soven years, and for a further period of three years in the event of the state 
of the country rendering it impossible to carry on the construction work during the 
seven years, 
Tam, é, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(13330) No. 690, 





Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reevived March 20.) 

(No. 217.) 

(Telographie.) Tehran, March 20, 1912. 
FOLLOWING from British consul-general at Meshed, 28th March 


# it is proved beyond a doubt. that iny Russian colleague originated the 
agitation and has now declared martial law apparently on his own rosponsibility, and 
as the Ieaders of the party of the ex-Shah nov realise that they have been deceived by 
him, if he could be instricted to, take leave, which [2] his mental stato requires, and 
the consulate-general be placed in charge of first. secretary [at] Meshed, order would 
be restored in a few days. So long as my colleague is permitted both to ereato and 
quell disturbances. at pleasure the situation is hopeless and serious outbreak. of 
fanaticism probable, ‘Thousands of villagers have entered the shrine to join. holy 
war. 




















(Very Confidential.) 

Te would bo useless to make this suggeation to tho Russian Minister, Some weeks 
ago British consul-general reported that the agency surgeon considered that. the 
Russian consul-general was sufforing from incipient sonile decay. I informed my 
Russian colleague, who asked authority from his Government to enquire of a anember 
of the consulate-general by telegraph ax to Russian consul-general's health ; his 
Government retorted with reflections on Major Sykes. 

(Gent to Tudia,) 





Yv 
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[13356] No: 691. 





Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received March 29.) 


Tehran, March 29, 19) 
Government have got wind of the contemplated negotiations with the 
tribal chiefs from a report of a speech of the Viceroy in Council, From a private 
Totter from the “chef de cabinet,” it would seem that the news has produced great 
eonsternation, Letter, which is clearly inspired by the Minister for Foreign Alfairs, 
‘says that the logical consequences of such negotiations can only be to deal a fatal blow 
in tho south to the Central Government's prestige and authority, which it has been 
ostensible aim of the recent negotiations to strengthen and enhanc 

Regent, whom I saw this afternoon and who had not, I think, heard of the 
Viceroy’s speech, laid very special stress on the inopportuneness, immediately after 
tho recent arrangement with the two Powers, of any demand which might embarrass 
the Persian Government. 

Thad hoped that, after Cox's telegram of 10th March, and after the Persian 
Government's cousenting to our demand for compensation, and after the Persian 
Government's satisfactory response to our joint proposals, negotiations with the tribal 
chiefs would be postponed at least until time had been given for the Swedish 
gendarmerie to get to work, especially as both Cox and acting consul at Shiraz had 
reported situation had not deteriorated. 

(Addressed to Foreign Office ; sent to India and Bushire.) 




















sees 


(13428) No. 692, 


3. Barclay to Sir Baieard Groy.—(Reeeived March 29.) 





(No. 219.) 
(elographic.) Decode. 
MY tolegram No. 218 of 28th Marcl 
Following is ex 
seems to shiow that there is good chance of tr 


Tehran, March 29, 1912. 






eting consul at Shiraz 24th March, and, 
migration passing off quiet 


tly disturbed owing to tension between Kazerunis 
potty robberies from caravans, and one 
Govornorship. of Kazerun has, in deference to 
Kaveriinis’ “determined objections ‘to Kashgai Governor, been transferred from 
Mohainmed Ali Khan to Muntesir-ul-Mulk, commander of Malayer regiment. Kashani 
are detle y traflie after Kamarij to Shapu nd thence to tarjin vid Nandan, 
leaving ont Kazernn altogether. Kawam and merchants have been forced to acquiesce, 
but Kawant avaures mo first détente he will strike for reversion to high road. 
i ument force, 250 horse and foot and 2 guns and flints 

on, said to number about 2,000. Kasbgai, Shishbuluki, Farsimedan, 
chiols are with them. Soulet-es-Sultanoh has been hitherto 
maintaining neutral attitude, but by latest reports from Kazerun he is now expected. to 
como into Tokhani; Soulet-ed-Dovleh has left his family behind, has moved up with 
‘one suction of Darashoolis, and is about 20 miles distant from ilkhani; other sections 
of Darashoolis are said to bo for ilkhani. Chiefs and Mohammed Kerimi Khan, who 
aro with ilkhani, lave beon talking for some time of arranging peaceful compromise 
Detweon two brothers, Chiefs apparently are not keen on shedding blood for any 
ilkhani, their growing independence rendering ilkhaniship no longer matter of vital 
importince to them. ‘Talk of peace has not 'y practieal shape. Nasr- 
ed-Dowleh is at where Arabs are collecting’; tribes are now all in motion, and 
should be entering Shiraz Valley in fortnight. Kawam, who has been hitherto maine 
taining excellent order in Shiraz and environs, is anxious, maiuly owing: to entire lack 
of money, and for some time has been telling ine that, tnless Porsian Government send 
hhim money, he cannot cary an, Is it desirable [sie] that Persian Government should 
Government some money immediately to pay police in town and. guanle in 


raz? With local authorities think they can tide over safely eritical 
moment of tribal pass t incidents. 








“Bushiro road has be 
and Kashgais, and there 
total robbery of post fron 









































































Acting, treasurer 


N eneral has promised to remit 30,000 tomans from joint adlyacne 
to Shiraz for payme 


nit police and guards. 
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118363) No. 693. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Réceived March. 20.) 
Qo. 220.) 


(Telegraphic.) Tehran, March 29, 1919. 

MY telegram No. 217 af 29th March. 

T understand that Major Sykes’s proof of the Iussian consul-general’s delin- 
qnencies consists in telephone messages which have beon overheard between the latter 
and a prominent agitator, which Major Sykes says establishes fully that Russian congul- 
general was plotting disturbances in order to take over the administration of Meshed, 

(Addressed to Foreign Office ; sent to India and Meshed,) 








[23599] No. 694, 
& Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey —(Received March 29.) 
fo. 73.) 
(Telegraphic.) Constantinople, March 29, 1912, 
TURCO-PERSTAN Commission 


Question has arisen as to intorpretation of article 2 of ‘Treaty of Erzeroum, 
‘Turkish delogates have quoted explanatory note, but have so far not produced co} 
requested by Persian delegates. Lattor have asked my advico. have confined rayselt 
to suggesting that they should continue to press for it. T gather from the delegates 
who called on me that the Persians are expecting that they may lose sonicthing near 
‘Moliammerab, but gain something in tho north if they can come to terms by carrying 
ont the arrangement proposed by the mediating Powers. i 

Tris most important that I should have the memorandum, which is in course of 
Preparation, without delay. 





(13873) No. 695. 

Sir Batward Grey to Sir B, Goschien. 
(No. 77.) 
Sir, 


Foreign Opie, March 29, 1912. 
COUNT METTERNICH spoke to me to-day about the German claims in Persia, 





advance which was at present 


ig made to the Persian Government, This advance 
was the first, 


Jf of @ total loan of 400,001. which had been contemplated years ago 
by Russia and ourselves, but had not been made till now. Woe were taking part in 
this loan in order to get monay spent to secure the southern roads. The conditions 
of langer loan had nob yet: been considered. As we were not putting forward claims 
of our own, we could not urge that German chiims should be satisfied out of this: small 
Joan. ‘The French Government had made a similar request with regard to their Persian 
claims, and we had replied to them in the same sense, 

‘Coane Metternich said’ dhvt a question had. been asked in the House of Commons 
the other day as to a claim of ours, and from the reply it appeared that we! were 
considering th ‘ment ot this claim out of loan. 

Troplied that [ thought the reference in this ease must, have been to a small elai 
for 4,001. as compensation for a direct attack upon a British consul and a British 
force. ‘This claim was of « different chaructor from ordinary commercial claims; but 
even this claim was, I thought, not being met out of the small loan, 

Tam, &. 
E. GREY. 




















































(13555! No. 696. 








Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 30.) 





(No, 222.) 
(Telegsaphic.) Tehran, March 20, 1912. 


YOUR telegram No, 216 of 25th March, 
Cox thinks it essential that the whole of the Bushire-Shiraz section should’ be 
dealt with from the outset and i convineed that any seem which loft any section of 
(1536) 3G 
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the road to the care of the Persian anthorities without being both financed and patrolled 
under Swedish supervision would be useless, and should not be accepted. He thinks 
that the idea that improvement on the Bushire-Shiraz section would react on Kerman— 
Bunder Abbas road is based on misapprehension. It is rather the improvement of the 
Shiraz—Yezd-i-Kasht section which might conceivably have this effect. Tribes of Fars 
who raid towards Kerman are from among the five Arab tribes whose activities do not 
extend south of the Yez asht section. Kashgais do not operate towards Kerman 
roads. In any case he thinks that the contingencies adumbrated in this connection 
are quite problematic, though he sees no harm in warning the Persian Government a3 
suggested. 

Swedish colonel, to whom I have explained our wishes in regard to Shiraz~ 
Bushire section, says that he is quite alive to the advantage of extending the 
initial part of his scheme to Bushire and not stopping short at Kunar/lakhts 
This been his original idea, but he had been much impressed by the 
consideration which had been urged upon him that, if he devoted his attention 
on the Bushire-Tspahan road solely to the Bushire-Shiraz section, the host ity of the 
Kashgais would be accentuated when they saw that the tribes whose raiding ground is 
north of Shiraz were not interfered wi ih, and that the prevention of the Kashgai 
depredations was the first object of the gendarmerie. He says that he can come to no 
definite decision until the officers now on their way to Shiraz have reported, Tam 
reluctant to interfere further with the Sw dish colonel’s discretion without 
authorisation, and shall not press him further unless instructed, 

Tt would, in my opinion, be quite useless to press the Persian Government at this 
stage to take serious measures to restore order on the Kerman-Bunder Abbas road. 
Until they obtain a loan, the utmost that we can hope for is that gendarmerie 
orf potas ‘on the limited lines of the Swedish colonel’s scheme should be proceeded 
with, 

Tshould add that Cox has not yet seen Swedish colonel’s scheme, and he says 
that he can of course not express an opinion as to its prospects of success. He, 
however, enter aveat that the scheme has been formulated without any Swedish 
officer having ti sed the road, and also that those parties whos ted interests will 
be injurionsly affected | 3 ul Swedish-Persian scheme will view that measure 
with only comparatively less hostility than they would an Anglo-Persian scheme, 





[13602] No. 697. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received March 31.) 

(No. 2 

(Telegraphic ) Tehran, March $1, 1912, 
FOLLOWING from consular officer at Meshed, 31st March :—_ 
Deeply regret to report that Russian troops bombarded and entered shrine last 


night, ‘There aro numerous casualties, As agitation was decreasing, there, wae no 
adequate reason for action, 


“Shrine considerably damaged, 
“(Sent to India.)” 


(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





[13601) No. 698. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 31.) 


(Telegraphic.) 2. St. Petersburgh, March 31, 1912. 
SHUA-ES-SULTANBH has arrived here. Object of his visit is not stated, but 
Persian Minister believes it is connected with his private affairs. 





